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From the Pastor’s Desk 

This month, we continue our Lenten journey, opening ourselves and our hearts to God and removing the barriers we have 
placed in the way of a free and full relationship. Our worship series, Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise is helping us to 
explore the idea of covenant:  the promises that God has made to humanity throughout history; promises to be our protector and 
provider, promises to know us by name, promises to bring us into right relationship. Each of these are promises that God has made 
and kept for generations, up to and including today. For us, the question lies in how we respond.  

How do we seek to live into these generous gifts of grace and love? What keeps us from doing so? Is anything stopping us 
from receiving God’s promises as true, from responding to God’s call on us to offer our own lives? How are we sharing the freedom 
and joy God gives with others? Now is the time to ask for God’s help in removing those things that bind us, to ask for God to help 
us cease life-denying behaviors and embrace life-giving behaviors. These are big questions and big tasks.  
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I hope everyone enjoyed the Beatitudes study and has become 

more aware of our blessings from God.  It sure has been hard at 

times during this past year to be thankful, but when we look 

around and think about it for a minute, we realize that we are 

truly blessed by the Lord.   

Can anyone recite the Beatitudes? I would love to see or hear 

from some of you via our Facebook page!  Show us your crafts or 

a picture of you enjoying a snack.  I would love to hear any 

feedback you have.  

In March we will be talking about prayer. We learn that we  don’t 

have to get fancy with our words because God just wants us to 

talk to Him!  We will also be preparing for Easter.  I hope the 

resurrection eggs will be meaningful for your family.  

And, a big THANK YOU to Jane Allen for sending Cracker Jacks and 

Reese’s Valentines to the kids! 

Blessings,  

Sherry  McCurley  

Children’s Director 

Work like this — soul questions and life responses — requires time set-aside for contemplation. The gift of time, for 
contemplation and repentance and renewal, is one of the greatest gifts of the Lenten season. I invite you to take some time today 
to look back over the first couple of weeks of your Lenten practices. What have you learned or experienced? Where have you 
stretched and grown? Where have you seen God at work in your everyday life? What do you anticipate for the remainder of this 
season? What would you like to see, feel, do, or be— in order to be able to truly and fully embrace the celebration of Easter?  

As you spend time in reflection, open yourself up to the movement of the Holy Spirit in your life. Open yourself to the 
gentle nudges that you may be feeling to step out in a new faith direction. Ask for and trust God’s guidance during this time of 
living into the promise. We’ll be right here with you, praying with you and for you, walking the same path together.  

 

Prayers for a Holy Lent, 

Pastor Desi Sharp Brumit 

Dear Goodrich Memorial,  

We are HIRING!  We are so excited to welcome a new leader 
on staff here at Goodrich.  Do you know someone in your life 
with a strong faith background looking to make a difference in 
the lives of young Christians?  Spread the word! 
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Easter is almost here!  

Due to COVID-19 our choir has not been able to sing 

together since March of 2020. We have had solos, duets, 

and quartets perform special music, but many of you have 

expressed a desire to hear our choir again. I am happy to 

report that the choir will return for a special Easter 

performance. The performance of “Rise” by Matthew 

Gawronski will include 12 of our choir members. We are 

going to keep the ensemble small for safety protocols, but I 

look forward to worshiping with our full choir again soon. 

I hope that you will join us for worship on Easter morning. 

This is such a special time for our church and I can't wait to 

share this Easter Service with you all! 

Please continue to stay safe,  

Kenneith McIntosh 

Choir Director 

As many of you already know, the church suffered water 

damage during the recent winter storms.  The Board of 

Trustees are doing a GREAT job managing the ongoing 

repairs. Special thanks to Steve McCurley, this year’s 

Trustees chair! 
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Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Assisted Living & Homebound 

Ann Payne, Homebound 

Del Grant, Homebound 

Fran McCurley, Grace 

Gil Jain, Medical Park West 

Lucille Clark, Brookdale 

Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 

Good day to all! 

It is hard to believe it has been a year since we had our last 

meal inside!  That was our hot dog lunch and election of 

officers. 

Now that the weather is beginning to get warmer, we will have a 

picnic lunch in the parking lot.  In the meantime, please 

continue to call and send cards to members.  I hope to see your 

smiling faces soon! 

Blessings to all, 

Kathy Hooker  

President of GCGers 

1 Elaine Prosser 
3 Susan Vaughn 
6 Bill Ashley 
6 Donna Curtis 
7 Chad Cooper-Haag 
7 Larry Enoun 
8 Helen Shaw 
10 Audrey Ihbe 
11 Pat Gilliland 
14 Harold Hill 
15 Lauren Chiri 
16 Abbie Rose 
17 Jolene Cradduck 
17 Linda Flynt 
19 Marie Pierson 
22 Vincent Perillo 
22 Janell O’Neal 
24 Sam Garcia 
25 Ken Baker 
28 Larry Anderson 
29 Lucille Clark 

Due to the events of last month, the completion date for the 

Our Hearts and Hands Cookbook has been pushed back.  

We are sorry for the delay, and look forward to getting the 

book into your kitchens as soon as possible! 
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Last month, I attended UMW Leadership Development Days 

at the national level— completely virtually, of course! Folks 

from all over were “present,” and it was truly a time to be 

spiritually uplifted while we worshipped together, making 

time for wellness and renewal while preparing to assume 

our leadership roles within United Methodist Women 

through officer training and workshops.   The program 

deepened our connection to the work and community of 

United Methodist Women. The theme for 2021 

was “Anchored, Adrift, Ashore,” and we explored the 

stormy waters of Acts 27 as Paul journeyed toward 

Rome.  What a timely theme! 

Every one of us has had to navigate stormy waters during 

the past year.  Just like on the sea, if you stop trying to 

progress forward, you risk drifting backward and losing all 

the momentum you have gained.  We need to stay the 

course; we must remember that there are still folks in need 

of mission and resources— regardless of how different 

missions look right now.  Perhaps you can help others 

navigate online platforms to secure vaccination 

appointments.  Perhaps you can check in on friends and 

neighbors recovering from the snow and ice 

storms.  Perhaps you can take someone a casserole (and 

leave it on their porch!) to give them a break from cooking.   

Keep your eyes and ears open. There are ways to help we've 

not yet dreamed of.  And share your stories!  Some people 

out there want desperately to help, but they may no idea 

how right now!  You will surely inspire others to mission 

through your timely examples.  When we're Anchored, we 

can accomplish anything!   

Be well, 

Shirley Franklin 

UMW President 
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Thank you to all those who gave to the in February during our face 

mask fundraiser.  We raised $690 total— way to go, Church!  The Goodrich cookbooks will be coming soon, and 

there will be more chances to purchase the cookbook if you have not already made a pre-order. 

Our goal is $100,000 by May 31, 2021.  As of the end of February, we have raised $30,260.25— so, $100,000 

is a lofty goal.  Personally, I’d like to see us achieve raising at least $50,000.  Please continue to pray for the 

campaign and for those of us leading it, so that we might find the energy and ideas to keep it moving and expanding 

in the ways God has in mind for us.  And, continue to check out the website now and then at 

www.goodrichmemorial.org/places. 

Blessings, 

Erin Perillo 

Finance Chair 
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