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From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

 

 

Beloved Community, 

I am so pleased with the return to both in-person and online worship formats! We will continue to 
monitor the situation and adjust as necessary, making the decisions needed so that we can continue to 
love our neighbors as ourselves – as a reflection of how much we are loved by God. I want to thank all of 
those who have worked so diligently through this time and continue to do so: the members of the re-
launch team, the trustees and our custodian, those who are serving as ushers, greeters and in other wor-
ship roles that have had to adjust – including our fabulous staff. And thank you to those who undergird all 
of this in prayer, the glue that holds us together.  

  Let’s also celebrate some of the ministries that have continued throughout this time; the Prayer 
Ministry, the Care Closet and our support of the OU Food Pantry have been unwavering. We have seen 
groups of people calling to check in and pray with one another, along with offering a helping hand when 
needed and appropriate. We celebrated Easter and Pentecost during a quarantine – and confirmed two 
outstanding young women into church membership! Our Places in Service to Christ Campaign hosted a 
drive-by birthday party, with amazing results! Our Children’s Program made several care packages for our 
kids and has consistently offered online options. Our Youth have met digitally and reach out to one anoth-
er for support – and they got camp T-Shirts to support one of our favorite ministries while we wait for an 
opportunity to return in person. We’ve offered online devotionals and Adult Sunday School, which we will 
continue to do. Our music team met the challenge of being unable to sing congregationally in the tradition-
al way by starting an exciting new project: They are offering a Hymn Sing-along, “Kenneith and Sylvia Sing 
the Hymn Hits,” from 10:15-10:30 online every Sunday morning on our streaming services. And our online 
worship has expanded and includes people from all over the United States! Our Worship Arts team is ac-
tively putting together a map to celebrate this fact. And I’m 100% sure that God has been and is doing 
great things among the people of Goodrich that I haven’t touched on. This congregation has been a shining 
example of the Church – the hands and feet of Christ in the world – even when we’ve had to adapt and re-
think almost everything, and we’ve done it primarily from our homes! I am so proud, and I truly believe 
that the best is yet to come!  

Continued on Page 2 
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Random Recollections from Shirley but not by Shirley 
 ~ Welcoming the Holy ~  
 

Abraham and Sarah welcomed three strangers who turned out to be the Lord.  Jesus said, “If anyone gives 
even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones who is my disciple,” the giver will be rewarded (Matt. 10:42, 
NIV). An ancient Jewish proverb asserts: “Hospitality is one form of worship.” A Russian Orthodox monk is said 
to have told a younger one, “Sometimes I see a stranger coming up the road and I say, ‘Oh, Jesus Christ, is it 
you again?’” And an old Gaelic poem declares, “Often, often, often, goes the Christ in the stranger’s guise.” 
  
Sometimes we think we must do something big to serve God. Today, when you greet someone on the street, 

take time to entertain a child’s question, wear your mask to protect your neighbors, thank a server or clerk … 

know that you are serving Jesus, that you are worshiping God. 

Thank you Note  

Dear Goodrich Family, 

Thank you so very much for the graduation gifts and for the  

special presentation at church. I am so blessed to call  

Goodrich my church home here in Oklahoma! From day 

one you all have been so friendly & welcoming.  

I can’t thank you enough for the outpouring of support for 

the OU Food Pantry!! 

Thank you so much! 

Matt Marks 

Marion Grant Memorial 
A memorial for Marion Grant is scheduled on  

July 17 at 2:00 p.m. at Goodrich Memorial 

United Methodist Church.  

Marion Grant was born on August 20, 1922, and 

passed away on April 10, 2020. 

CDC guidelines will be followed.  

Social distancing and a mask are required. 

                                                                                                                                                

Speaking of yet to come, we are starting a new worship series this month – Sitcom Theology: finding Faith 
in unexpected places – where we will watch some of the most beloved sitcoms through the decades and 
pair them alongside favorite Bible passages. I’m really looking forward to this, and I think we’re going to 
have a lot of fun together, whether we are worshiping in-person or are part of the online community of 
Goodrich! I’m praying for you and for God’s good work in this place. Stay safe, wash your hands, wear a 
mask and pray along with me!   

 

Blessings, 

 

 

Pastor Desi 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Continued from Page 1 
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Hello and Welcome to July! I hope each of you are doing 

well and practicing social distancing! In case you missed 

it, we had two confirmands join the church universal on 

May 31st. I would like to introduce you to our two confirm-

ands below and share how proud I am of each of them!  

Diamond Liggins 

Diamond joins the church with her family, parents Renee 

and Malcolm Liggins, and younger sister Jaiden. She 

attends Norman North High School, where she is active 

in softball. She has 

joined the youth on pre-

vious youth activities 

such as Youth Force, 

Winter Camp, and vari-

ous fundraisers. I would 

like to share that Dia-

mond is a wonderful 

young woman who al-

ways looks for the posi-

tive in everything she 

does. Congratulations 

on your confirmation, 

Diamond!  

Larissa Curtis 

Larissa has grown up attending Goodrich Memorial Unit-

ed Methodist Church with her parents, Larry and Donna 

Curtis. She has been very active in the Children’s De-

partment as well as helping out wherever needed. Laris-

sa is also another 

great addition to 

the youth and 

Goodrich Memori-

al UMC. She asks 

lots of great ques-

tions and has a 

desire to learn. I 

look forward to 

seeing her contin-

ued growth. Congratulations on your confirmation,  

Larissa! 

As we head into the second half of 2020, I encourage 

everyone to love one another, reach out and check in 

with each other and know that although we may not be 

together in person as we have been, we are together in 

spirit.  

Blessings,     

Kao Laizure, Youth Director 

Hooray for His Holy Word!  is our theme for VVBS – that 
would be Virtual Vacation Bible School.  It will be July 20-
24. You will be able to access it from our Facebook page 
or through www.goodrichmemorial.org, our church web-
site. Pre-registration will be available through the same 
website, starting July 1st. Packets will be available for pick-
up Sunday July 19th . They will include the craft activities 
and other items necessary to follow along with the videos. 
The videos will be available all week long, so you can view 
them whenever it suits you. If for some reason you can’t 
get out, let me know and I will deliver a packet to you. Feel 
free to invite your friends and neighbors; just be sure to 
pre-register them so we can get a packet made for them.  
 
Please, let me know if you need anything. 
 
Prayers for safety and health for you and your family, 
 
 
Sherry McCurley 
Children's Director 

Pictures of the Big Honkin’ Birthday Party  

 

http://www.goodrichmemorial.org
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Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Assisted Living 

 & Homebound… 

Annetta Holiday, Homebound 

Ann Payne, Homebound 

Barbara Doyle, Homebound 

Del Grant, Homebound 

Edith Fox, Holiday Heights 

Fran McCurley, Grace 

Gil Jain, Medical Park West 

Lucille Clark, Brookdale 

Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 

                                  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                      

 

Hello everyone!   

I hope all are staying in and, if you must leave your home, tak-

ing the necessary precautions.  Because of the Covid-19 crisis, 

there will be no activities during the month of July.  

During this time please call other members to check on them 

and to keep in touch. Continue to remember those in assisted 

living, nursing facilities and home bound with cards and your 

prayers. 

Looking forward to seeing all soon!   

 

President of GCGers, 

Kathy Hooker  

 

Ken & Sharon Younkin   7-01 
Larry & Donna Curtis   7-06 
Bob & Melba Haddican     7-19 

  1 Evan Nelson 

      Freda Storm 

  2 Christopher Escobar 

  4 Jacob Harrell 

  5 Henry Schaffler 

     Christy Hubbard 

  7 Janice Shockley 

  8 Carmie  Ashley  

10 Erica Maynord 

11 Lauren Curtis 

      J R Smith 

12 Karen Leu 

15 Sharon Younkin 

      Debbie Anderson 

19 Joey Hargrove 

22 Jim Hargrove 

25 A C McHughes 

27 Lindsay Sharp 

28 David Lollis 
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In the first , I have to say THANK YOU to everyone who came for the Big Honkin’ Birthday Party on Pente-

cost Sunday!  We raised over $3,400 for the that day!  It was so nice to 

see all of your faces, and your birthday cards were wonderful as well. You can’t hear the horns through the newslet-

ter, but let me tell you, it was LOUD and so much FUN!  Please continue to  pray about the 

.  And as always, please feel free to talk to Desi or myself any time about the campaign and how 

you might be able to help. 

 

Remember, our total Campaign goal is $100,000, and it will end Thanksgiving 2020. As of mid-June we have 
reached $23,179! 

Here are a few more for you to review.  If you haven’t done it yet, please check out the website at 
www.goodrichmemorial.com/places. 

-  

The music director picks hymns and songs for the weekly service — be it online or in-
person — plans the weekly choir performances, and prepares songs for the children to sing, 
too. 

 

 

 

This is the church’s interface with the public, welcoming visitors, 
phone calls, and emails during the week.  Here we create the monthly 
newsletter and the weekly church service bulletins.  The church rec-
ords are also stored here. 

 

 

Used weekly during normal times, this kitchen feeds thousands of people every year.  There is a breakfast given 
by the Goodrich United Methodist Men every 3rd Sunday between services; the United Methodist Women pro-

vide meals for families grieving loved ones during funerals; the annual BBQ con-
test and picnic feeds around 300 church and community members; there is an an-
nual Chili cook-off; and dinner is served to all of the children at VBS every sum-
mer.  In addition, Goodrich fed about 100 teens and volunteers a day for a week 
during Cleveland County Youth Force 2019.   

This Place is already sponsored for $800! 

 

http://www.goodrichmemorial.com/places
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