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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Every year we take down the Christmas trees and the wreaths and the nativity sets and carefully pack them 

away in boxes, putting them into storage until next year. The sanctuary will look strangely bare for a while, as will our 
own living rooms, and we’ll have a moment or two of discomfort as we shift from the glitter and the gladness of the 
Christmas season into the daily rhythms of ordinary life. Maybe that de-centering is exactly why the church year moves 
from Christmas directly to Epiphany — when we take a moment to pause and welcome Christ-with-us made visible to 
all the world with the visit of the magi. This is the season of light:  the time when the days begin to lengthen, and the 
nights slowly grow shorter. The season of Epiphany is a season when God is revealed to us in glimpses, flashes, and 
sometimes revelations amid an otherwise ordinary time. Maybe that’s why now is the perfect time to celebrate 
Christ’s baptism and remember our own; not with a wild celebration full of presents and bows and ribbon and laughter
– the time and place for that has been good, but we cannot stay there. This is a time of quiet hope and reflection, a 
time to ponder what this new year of our life in Christ will bring.  

continued on next page 
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SHOUT OUT! 

I would like to say a big THANK YOU to Becky Aguilar for bringing 

the Mystery Box each week during the 11 a.m. service. I know the 

children and the adults learn a lot from her and look forward to it 

each Sunday morning.   

Also, I would like to say thank you to Stephanie Ihbe for reading 

bedtime stories to us during the summer, posting lessons to us 

each week via our children’s Facebook page, and taking us 

through Advent day by day. 

These two give a lot of time and effort to our children, and I want 

them to know we really appreciate them!  

Sunday School  

New Sunday School packets will be available January 3rd. Our 

lessons these next two months will be on the Beatitudes. We will 

look at a different one each week during January and February. 

One thing we will talk about is a “Be Attitude” versus a “Me 

Attitude.”   

Blessings, 

Sherry  McCurley  

Children’s Director 

Just as we take time at the new year to pack things away and sort through what to keep and what to give away 
in our physical lives, now is an excellent time to examine our spiritual lives. What have we been holding on to that just 
takes up space, that is no longer — or perhaps never was — helpful? Do our souls have a version of that sequined 
jumpsuit or magnificent wall-sized painting of dogs playing poker that seemed like a good investment at the time, but 
is just clutter? What do we need to clear out to make space for those things that are useful, those things that build us 
up and contribute to the kingdom of God? Is there something we need to confess before God so that we can be set 
free for the fullness of life God promises us? If you are like me, like most folks, there is almost certainly something. The 
new year is a natural time to take an honest inventory and allow God to work in you. Spend some time in scripture 
reading; spend some time in prayer; spend some time listening, allowing God to sort things out and set you right so 
that you can recommit to a life of joyful service.  

In our first worship service of the new year, we revisit the covenant that God has made with us and renew the 
covenant that we have made with God. You will find the words to the covenant at the end of this newsletter, and I 
invite you to read through them. Spend a little time if you can (the language takes some getting used to), but the 
reward is worth it as we will use these words to commit to living our best faith lives together. We will spend the 
remainder of January connecting to our Source of Light in this Epiphany season — looking at the ways God has been 
and will continue to be at work in the world. I’m looking forward to learning and growing with you in 2021! 

 
Epiphany Blessings, 

Pastor Desi Sharp Brumit 
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One of the things I have missed about United Methodist 
Women this year is doing Spiritual Growth as a group.  Doing 
studies, programs, and events as a local unit, district, or 
conference keeps us continually improving, learning, and 
growing.  
  
One of the planned studies this year was Finding Peace in an 
Anxious World.  Wow— how appropriate!  The study is based 
on the book Finding Peace in an Anxious World by Erin James-
Brown. Coming from a sermon series at Urban Village Church 
in Chicago, it uses the book of Proverbs and the “Serenity 
Prayer” as guides to help Christians navigate anxiety, worry, 
and fear and move towards God’s peace that surpasses all 
understanding.  
  
By using the “Serenity Prayer,” this book explores ways to 
discover peace through scriptural and spiritual disciplines so 
that we can be rooted in God and energized to live fully 
as disciples of Christ. 
  
I thought I’d write about this in my article this month because 
some may still want to look at the book!  I expect that when 
it’s safe to gather as a group, the Spiritual Growth study will 
still be offered. 
  
The book Finding Peace in an Anxious World by Erin James-
Brown is available on Kindle from Amazon for $5.95. The 
paperback is available from UMW resources for $10.00. 
 

Blessings, 

Shirley Franklin 

President, Goodrich UMW 
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Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Assisted Living & Homebound… 

Ann Payne, Homebound 

Del Grant, Homebound 

Edith Fox, Holiday Heights 

Fran McCurley, Grace 

Gil Jain, Medical Park West 

Lucille Clark, Brookdale 

Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

It is hard to believe it is already a new year.  It is my prayer that 

2021 will be a better year.  Once again, there are not any 

scheduled activities for January.  During this month, please call 

or send a card to another member of GCGers.  It could be a ray 

of sunshine in someone’s day. 

Blessings to all, 

Kathy Hooker  

President of GCGers 

1 Mitchell Alexander 
4 Jason Brumit 
8 Carrie Baker 

 Cassie Duncan 
11 Betsy Stewart-Dooley 
17 Kaiti Hagain 
18 John Thompson 
19 Roger Hall 
20 Waverly Cupp 
21 Jane Allen 
22 Eric Franklin 
23 Charlie Anderson 
 Jerrie Dexter 
 Ruth Rogers 
 Lizzie Wallace 
30 Tim Duncan 
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The is in the midst of the Goodrich Cookbook fundraiser, so make 

sure to get your orders in soon!  You can order from the Goodrich website by selecting the Cookbook Pre-

Order tab at www.goodrichmemorial.org. The finance committee will be meeting in January to plan out some 

more fundraising opportunities. We are barely over a quarter of the way to our goal with only 5 months to go.  

All ideas are good ideas, and any offers to help organize and run a fundraiser will be considered! Feel free to 

contact me at perillofamily@gmail.com any time. 

Our goal stands at $100,000 by May 31, 2021.  As of the middle of December we have raised $27,630.25.  

Please continue to pray for the campaign, and for those of us leading it, so that we might find the energy and 

ideas to keep it moving and expand it in the ways God has in mind for us so that we may reach our goal for the 

church.  And continue to check out the website now and then at www.goodrichmemorial.org/places. 

Blessings, 

Erin Perillo 

Places Funded 
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  Qty Price Total 

Cookbooks 
  

(x $10) 
  

Shipping 
  

$5 
  

Additional Donation 
      

    
Total Due 

  

 

__________________________________________________ 

Name 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Phone Number 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Email Address 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Address 

__________________________________________________ 

City   State   ZIP 

 

How would you like to receive your cookbook(s)? 

_____ Church pickup (can be contactless) 

_____ Ship it 

COOKBOOK ORDER FORM 
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WESLEY’S COVENANT SERVICE 

Invitation 

Commit yourselves to Christ as his servants.  Give yourselves to him, that you may belong to him.  Christ 

has many services to be done.  Some are more easy and honorable, others are more difficult and disgraceful.  

Some are suitable to our inclinations and interests, others are contrary to both.  In some we may please 

Christ and please ourselves.  But then there are other works where we cannot please Christ except by 

denying ourselves.  It is necessary, therefore, that we consider what it means to be a servant of Christ.   

Let us, therefore, go to Christ and pray:  

Let me be your servant, under your command.  I will no longer be my own.  I will give up myself to your 

will in all things. 

Be satisfied that Christ shall give you your place and work.  

Lord, make me what you will.  I put myself fully into your hands:  put me to doing, put me to suffering, let 

me be employed for you, or laid aside for you, let me be full, let me be empty, let me have all things, let me 

have nothing.  I freely and with a willing heart give it all to your pleasure and disposal. 

Christ will be the Savior of none but his servants.  He is the source of all salvation to those who obey.  

Christ will have no servants except by consent; Christ will not accept anything except full consent to all 

that he requires.  Christ will be all in all, or he will be nothing. 

Confirm this by a holy covenant. 

To make this covenant a reality in your life, listen to these admonitions: 

First, set apart some time, more than once, to be spent alone before the Lord; in seeking earnestly God's 

special assistance and gracious acceptance of you; in carefully thinking through all the conditions of the 

covenant; in searching your hearts whether you have already freely given your life to Christ.  Consider what 

your sins are.  Consider the laws of Christ, how holy, strict, and spiritual they are, and whether you, after 

having carefully considered them, are willing to choose them all.  Be sure you are clear in these matters, see 

that you do not lie to God. 

Second, be serious and in a spirit of holy awe and reverence. 

Third, claim God's covenant, rely upon God's promise of giving grace and strength, so you can keep your 

promise.  Trust not your own strength and power. 

Fourth, resolve to be faithful.  You have given to the Lord your hearts, you have opened your mouths to 

the Lord, and you have dedicated yourself to God.  With God's power, never go back. 

And last, be then prepared to renew your covenant with the Lord.  Fall down on your knees, lift your 

hands toward heaven, open your hearts to the Lord, as we pray: 

*You are invited to print these pages of the Wesley Covenant Renewal in your home, as a reminder of God’s grace. 
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Covenant Prayer 

O righteous God, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, see me as I fall down before you.  Forgive my 

unfaithfulness in not having done your will, for you have promised mercy to me if I turn to you with my 

whole heart. 

God requires that you shall put away all your idols. 

I here from the bottom of my heart renounce them all, covenanting with you that no known sin shall be 

allowed in my life.  Against your will, I have turned my love toward the world.  In your power I will watch 

all temptations that will lead me away from you.  For my own righteousness is riddled with sin, unable to 

stand before you. 

Through Christ, God has offered to be your God again if you would let him. 

Before all heaven and earth, I here acknowledge you as my Lord and God.  I take you, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, for my portion, and vow to give up myself, body and soul, as your servant, to serve you in holiness 

and righteousness all the days of my life. 

God has given the Lord Jesus Christ as the only way and means of coming to God. 

Jesus, I do here on bended knees accept Christ as the only new and living Way, and sincerely join myself in 

a covenant with him.  O blessed Jesus, I come to you, hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, unworthy 

even to wash the feet of your servants.  I do here, with all my power, accept you as my Lord and Head.  I 

renounce my own worthiness, and vow that you are the Lord, my righteousness. I renounce my own 

wisdom, and take you for my only guide.  I renounce my own will, and take your will as my law. 

Christ has told you that you must suffer with him. 

I do here covenant with you, O Christ, to take my lot with you as it may fall.  Through your grace I 

promise that neither life nor death shall part me from you.  God has given holy laws as the rule of your life.  

I do here willingly put my neck under your yoke, to carry your burden.  All your laws are holy, just, and 

good.  I therefore take them as the rule for my words, thoughts, and actions, promising that I will strive to 

order my whole life according to your direction, and not allow myself to neglect  

anything I know to be my duty. 

The almighty God searches and knows your heart. 

O God, you know that I make this covenant with you today without guile or reservation.  If any falsehood 

should be in it, guide me and help me to set it aright.  And now, glory be to you, O God the Father, whom I 

from this day forward shall look upon as my God and Father.  Glory be to you, O God the Son, who have 

loved me and washed me from my sins in your own blood, and now is my Savior and Redeemer.  Glory be 

to you, O God the Holy Spirit, who by your almighty power have turned my heart from sin to God. 

O mighty God, the Lord Omnipotent, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you have now become my Covenant 

Friend.  And I, through your infinite grace, have become your covenant servant.  So be it.  And let the 

covenant I have made on earth be ratified in heaven. 

Amen. 

 

X___________________________________________________ 

You are advised to make this covenant not only in your heart, but in word; not only in word, but in writing.  Therefore, with all 

reverence, lay the service before the Lord as your act and deed.  And when you have done this, sign it.  Then keep it as a 

reminder of the holy agreement between God and you that you may remember it during doubts and temptations. 


