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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

                 This month we move into the season of Lent, the 40 days leading up to Easter, not including Sundays. During this time we are called to 
examine our lives, to spend time in prayer and contemplation allowing God to help us identify those things that are holding us back from full relation-
ship with God and with other people (what we would call sins) so that we can turn away from them, get rid of them, (a process we call repentance) 
and clear the way for us to move into closer, deeper relationship. Christians over the centuries have developed some tools and practices that help us 
toward that goal.  

Almost everyone, Christian or not, has probably heard of ‘giving something up for Lent.’ This isn’t the same thing as a juice cleanse or 
trying Whole 30 or buying a gym membership so that we get into better shape, it goes deeper than that. We choose an activity, practice, or a thing to 
give up that we will miss; so that when we miss it we are reminded to take the time and space that activity or thing would normally occupy and give it 
to God. Actually, this is why many people do choose food items; as a basic necessity of life, when we feel hungry or develop a craving, it’s an almost 
guaranteed reminder of the “why” it is that we’re doing what we’re doing. But it doesn’t have to be chocolate or caffeine or meat. What if we give up 
Netflix (gasp!), or our own version of mindless consumption? Then we would free up some time in the evenings that we could use to God’s glory. We 
could use that time for our daily devotion, spend some extra time in prayer, learn a new spiritual practice, take a meditative walk – we could even 
cook a healthy meal, or spend time with our family – intentionally engaging with God and the world God has provided for us, rather than mindlessly 
engaging in clicking through lists, or checking out from our day.  
 During Lent we can also try out a new practice or discipline that will help to connect us to God and God’s people around us. This can be 
particularly effective when used in combination with giving something up, as described in the example above. I write these words knowing that this 
last month has been particularly difficult for many in The United Methodist Church, as we have seen divisions deepen and lines in the sand turning to 
stone. We in the church seem to find it easier and easier to polarize ourselves from one another and lock our sisters and brothers into an “us vs. 
them” dichotomy. Church, there is no us vs. them, there is only we. Galatians 3:26-28, “So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 
for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Perhaps during this Lenten season we could spend some time reaching out to those who are 
harder to include in our own personal ‘we.’ We could add a prayer for someone whose theology drives us bananas. We could send a note of grati-
tude for the gifts that someone we just cannot quite get a handle on brings to the table. We could do some reading and reflecting in an effort to un-
derstand - not to gather information to refute or argue with others – but to try to understand where they are coming from. We could add love to our 
life’s practice, because Jesus, the one we seek to draw closer to in this season, the one who came to save us, came to save us because of love.   
 
God’s Blessings this Holy Lent, 
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Hello and Welcome to March! It’s hard to believe that we are just 
months away from Youth Force Cleveland County (July 7-12, 
2019)! A huge thank you to everyone who came to learn more 
about the different opportunities to help. We are currently looking 
for help in the following positions: God Squad Leaders and Tech 
Angels. If you feel the call to help, let us know. We are also look-
ing for homes to work on, so if you are interested, let me know or 
contact the church office for an application. 

While we are hosting Youth Force, our youth still need to register 
and still need to pay for Youth Force, so we appreciate your sup-
port with our fundraisers. Our next fundraiser will be our annual 
garage sale in April! Clean out those closets and donate your 
gently used items to the youth! 

We also return to regular scheduled programming for Youth. 
Evening Youth meets from 5-7pm on Sundays, and we have 9 
more lessons to go in our Echo the Story curriculum series. We 
have learned so much! We will take a break on Sunday, March 
24th, and will head to the movies for Movie Night on March 31st. 

Thanks again for all of your support! 

 

 

- Kao Laizure, Youth Director 

 

 

From our Deep Blue Sunday School Curriculum: 
“This month we enter the season of Lent, a time devoted to fasting 
and preparing for the resurrection of Jesus on Easter. As we lead up 
to the holiest of days over the next two months, your children will 
hear about the events leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
This month we begin with three sessions on parables: the three para-
bles about the lost sheep, coin, and son, and the parable about the 
two debtors. All of these parables demonstrate God’s love and re-
mind us that it is never too late to change our hearts and lives. Your 
children will then hear the stories of the Last Supper and of Jesus 
praying in the garden in Gethsemane. Both of these stories take 
place on the night of Jesus’ arrest. We take comfort in the knowledge 
that this is not the end of Jesus’ story.” 
 
Upcoming Lessons & Scripture: 
3/3 – The Stories of the Lost Luke 15:3-10 
3/10 – The Forgiving Father Luke 15:11-32 
3/17 – The Two Debtors Luke 7:14-43 
3/24 – The Last Supper Matthew 26:17-30 
3/31 – In the Garden Matthew 26:31-58 
 

Thank you to Kenneith and Sylvia for helping our Children's Choir. 
They did a great job last Sunday singing in church.  If your child has-
n’t been coming on Sunday mornings, now is the time to start.  We 
are starting a new unit and preparing new songs.  Come and join us 
9:30am! 
 

  Winners named in the Chili Cook Off 
 

The Children’s Department won the Grand Champion trophy for their 
chili at the Annual Cook off. This is the second year for them to 
achieve this award.  
 

Grand Champion was 
Children’s Church, 
 

1st place was Larry Curtis,  
 

2nd place was Paula Morris, 
 

3rd place was Kathy Hooker.  
 

Pictured in the photo are 
Adult Volunteers: Jake Harrell,  
Becky Aguilar and Lizzie  
Wallace and the children  
who attend Children's Church.  
Thank you for all entrants in  
A big thank you to everyone 
who entered the Cook Off  
and Talent Show!! They were  
a great success! 

 
 



 Our Thoughts & Prayers 
 
Continued Support…. 
        In Hospital, Recuperation, Treatment… 
        Barbara Doyle 
        Dolores Nelson 
        Randy Silver 
        Lori Calvert 
        Linda Scott 
     
Assisted Living & Homebound… 
        Annetta Holiday, Homebound 
        Ann Payne, Homebound 
        Del & Marion Grant, Homebound 
        Edith Fox, Holiday Heights 
        Elsie Keeler, Homebound 
        Fran McCurley, Grace 
        Gil Jain, Medical Park West 
        Helen Shaw, Homebound 
        Jean Keltch, Arbor House  
        Mavis Grayson, Holiday Heights 
        Opal Cliffton, Grace 
        Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 
        Richard Fowler, Homebound        
        Malania Reynolds, Timberwood Assisted Living OKC 
        Noretta Clayton, Homebound 
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The GCGers are a fun-loving group of people 55+ who gather  
together twice a month for food, fellowship and adventure!  
This month on    
        March 12th  There will be a Hot Dog Luncheon 
        March  26th Lunch at Golden Corral in Norman at 1:30 pm  
We’d love for you to join us!  
Contact JoAnn Hobaugh @ 405-274-9039 for more information  
 
Please pray for the homebound and those in the nursing centers 
and assisted living. Send a card, call or visit them and above all 
please pray for them.  

Make plans now! A wonderful opportunity for Spiritual Renewal 
will be available in April for United Methodist Women’s District 
Day Apart!  This year’s event will be held at McFarlin United 
Methodist on April 13, from 9am to 2pm.  Trina Bose-North, 
Senior Pastor at Crown Heights United Methodist will present 
the program.  The cost is $7.00, payable at the door, but you 
must register by March 15!  In a statement to the Crown 
Heights congregation, Trina said, “I see my life’s calling in the 
words of Micah 6:8. ”What does the Lord require of you?” To 
seek justice and love kindness and walk humbly with your  
God. This is my challenge every day, and as your pastor, my 
task is to help each member of the congregation more fully live 
into justice, kindness, and a deeper relationship with God.” 
Trina will be a breath of fresh air as she leads us into a deeper 
relationship with God.  Join us!   
 

In February Goodrich UMW enjoyed programs on “Answering 
Your Call” and “Faith” delivered by Pat and Mikala!  Come to 
our March meetings; our general meeting on March 1 at 
7:00pm, lunch at noon on March 15, and IT’S A 5TH SUNDAY 
MONTH- so we’ll have an EXTRA opportunity for mission 
sometime this month- look for the flyer! 
 

Volunteer Highlight 
 

Goodrich has many people who regularly volunteer their time 
and talents to show God’s love to the world. Do you know of an 
unsung hero that you would like to see lifted up? Let us know 
by calling Lou in the Church 
office 405-321-0975 
ext 4 or emailing 
@goodrichmemorial.org. 
 
Meet Will McMurphy. He  
attends Goodrich with  
Glenda VanDusen.  
He is always looking for  
some way to help Goodrich. Whether it is trimming trees, fixing 
a water fountain or a  replacing a broken door stop on a door, 
he is always fixing things around the church. He likes to stay 
busy when he is waiting for Glenda who is in the prayer group. 
Thank you, Will, for all your help here at Goodrich.  
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March 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

  1 
Classroom 
Reserved 7 

2 
 

3 
 
 

Youth 5 

4 
 

Prayer Time 10 
 

Boy Scouts 7 

5 
 
 
 

Aerobics 7 

6 
Ash Wednesday 

Service 6 
 

Choir 7 

7 
COACH  7-7 

**UMW 7 
 

Aerobics 7 

8 
Classroom  
Reserved 7 

 

9 
 

10 
Trustees 12 

  Youth force Design 
Team Meeting 3pm 

Youth 5 

11 
Prayer Time  10 

 
 

Boy Scouts 7 

12 
* GCGers 11:30 

 
 

Aerobics  7 

13 
 
 

Bible Study 6 
Choir 7 

14 
COACH  7-7 

 
 

Aerobics 7 

15 
Classroom  
Reserved 7 

 
 

16 
Gym Reserved 

17 
Pancake Breakfast 

8-10:30 
 
  
 

18 
Prayer Time 

 
 

Boy Scouts 7  

19 
 
 
 

Aerobics 7 

20 
 
 
 

Bible Study 6 
Choir 7 

21 
COACH 7-7 

Care Closet 11 
** UMW Potluck 12 

Aerobics 7 

22 
Classroom  

Reserved  7 

23 

24 
 
 
 

No evening Youth 

25 
Prayer  Time  10 

 
 

Boy Scouts  7 

26 
* GCGers 1:30 

 
  

Aerobics 7 

27 
 
 

Bible Study 6 
Choir 7 

28 
Coach 7-7 

 
 

Aerobics 7 

29 
Classroom 
Reserved 7 

 
COACH Banquet 

30 

31 
 

Afternoon at the  
Movies for Youth 

  
 
 

*Goodrich  
Chronologically  

Gifted 

  
 
 
 

** United Methodist 
Women 

 

  

Greeters 
 3  Larry & Debbie Anderson 
10 Lizzie & David Train 
17 Gary & Janice Shockley 
24 Becky Aguilar & Kent Sowers 
31 Linda Neel & Lou Hubbard 

 Liturgists 
  3 Kent Sowers 
10 Kao Laizure 
17 Larissa Curtis 
24 Victoria Hickman 
31 Sherry McCurley 

   

              1 Elaine Prosser 
              3 Susan Vaughn 
              4 Amanda Herrman 
                 Jean Keltch 
                 Derrick Nelson 
             6  Donna Curtis  
                 Billy Ashley 
              7 Chad Cooper-Haag 
              8 Helen Shaw 
            10 Audrey Ihbe 
            14 Harold Hill 
                  James Turner 
            17 Linda Flynt 
                  Jolene Cradduck 
            19 Marie Pierson 
            22 Vincent Perillo 
                 Janell O’Neal 
            24 Sam Garcia 
            25 Ken Baker 
            26 Phyllis Michaud 
            28 Larry Anderson 
            29 Lucille Clark 

Corrections in the Directory 
Bob & Melba Haddican  home phone # 321-1185 
Jim & Katie Hargrove street address is 520 Cripple Creek 
Peggy Laizure  address is 617  Mimosa Norman 73069 
Henry & Alana Schaffler 4112 SE 37th St 73071 
 

 


