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www.goodrichmemorial.org  
Office@goodrichmemorial.org  

Prayer chain:  prayer@goodrichmemorial.org  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

If you (like me) love a reason to celebrate, then you probably spend a lot of time thinking about hearts in February. It’s 
officially American Heart Month for those of us who are more medically aware. It’s the month for sparkly, glitter-covered, mushy-
cards-for-your-sweetheart, heart shaped boxes filled with chocolates, and even those conversation hearts (that taste like chalk but 
still make us smile) for those who LOVE love. February is nothing, if not heart filled. And for Christians, this February holds yet 
another reason to focus on our hearts.  

 Later this month, we will begin the season of Lent, preparing our hearts through acts of worship and reflection. Our Ash 
Wednesday worship service marking the beginning of Lent, will take place in-person and online at 6:00 pm on the 17th. In 
preparation for this worship service and the season that follows, you will receive a gift bag with helpful supplies. The bags will be 
available for pick-up February 7th after worship, or we will be happy to bring them to your house for no-contact delivery. Contact 
the church office to make sure we have you on our delivery list.  
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A big “THANK YOU” to Jane Allen for the candy canes and Elmo 

bags we used in the January and February Sunday School 

packets.    

The Beatitudes have been our topic of discussion this month, and 

we will continue with them through February 28th.  We have been 

talking about our blessings from God.  We call them the BEE 

ATTITUDES, because they are what our ATTITUDES should BE. 

These are the opposite of the ME ATTITUDES, which are what we 

have when we choose to make ourselves and what we want more 

important than Jesus and what he wants. To remind us to have 

BEE ATTITUDES, many of our crafts and activities are bumblebee 

related.  

Safe Sanctuaries Training is Sunday, Feb. 7th at 2:00pm via Zoom.  

Anyone who works with the children needs to take this training.  

After you sign up, you will be sent a link for the training and a 

packet through email. Call the office ASAP to sign up.  

Blessings,  

Sherry  McCurley  

Children’s Director 

This Lenten season, we will prepare our hearts with the upcoming series, Rend Your Hearts: Claiming the Promise, so we 
can bring our full celebratory selves to the feast table of Easter. Setting aside the 40 days before Easter as a time for reflection 
creates time to seriously examine our hearts and lives and discover what we need to bring before the Lord in repentance. It gives 
us space to release what we need to and time to begin or resume those practices that bring us regularly into God’s presence. In 
order to incorporate this important season into our whole lives, many people choose something to fast from, or give up, for this 40
-day period. You may choose to abstain from anything; some common choices are caffeine, chocolate, television/video games, 
smoking, cursing, or forgoing a meal once a day/week.  You can cut out anything that you will miss, but the point is not to diet or 
punish yourself. The purpose is to redirect your attention to Christ—the one who is at the center of all that we do—when you find 
yourself longing for what you have put aside for this season.  When you crave a cup of coffee or your evening Netflix binge, you can 
instead spend that time in prayer and meditation, reflecting on your blessings, or engaging in other practices that bring you joy and 
draw you closer to God.  

Many people also add an intentional spiritual practice to their lives for this season in addition to (or instead of) fasting 
from something. If you have been looking for a good time to start that new Bible Study or to add a “walk and talk” time with God 
to your life, Lent offers an opportunity. I encourage you to spend some time in the days before Lent praying and thinking about 
how you will engage in this vital heart work, so that we can open ourselves to all that God has in store for us. Let’s pray together 
for a holy Lent, offering up our whole hearts to God. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Desi Sharp Brumit 
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Dear Goodrich Memorial,  

We are HIRING!  We are so excited to welcome a new leader on 
staff here at Goodrich.  Do you know someone in your life with a 
strong faith background looking to make a difference in the lives of 
young Christians?  Spread the word! 

The From Our Hearts and Hands Cookbook is being finalized 
and getting ready to go the printer within the month! We have 
been overjoyed with all the recipes you have lovingly submitted 
and cannot WAIT to share them with all of you. Now comes 
the final steps of compiling the recipes and getting the pages to 
the printer, which will take a few more weeks. So keep  your 
eye out for more updates!  

-Pastor Betsy Stewart-Dooley 
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Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Assisted Living & Homebound… 

Ann Payne, Homebound 

Del Grant, Homebound 

Edith Fox, Holiday Heights 

Fran McCurley, Grace 

Gil Jain, Medical Park West 

Lucille Clark, Brookdale 

Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 

Hello to all! 

Happy Valentine’s Day to everyone!  Remember to send cards 

and phone calls to other members.  Caeli in the church office 

can help with addresses and phone numbers if you need one.   

We are looking forward to warmer weather coming soon so we 

can resume our safe gatherings in the parking lot.  Be looking 

forward to March for a blustery gathering! 

Blessings to all, 

Kathy Hooker  

President of GCGers 

2 Evelyn Gatewood 
4 Stephanie Lozano 
8 Caeli Dedmon 
9 Bobbie McHughes 
9 Dolores Nelson 
9 Mike Sappington 
16 Henry Chiri 
19 Bryan Perillo 
20 Glenda Cooper-Haag 
23 Renee Liggins 
25 Debbie Ihbe 
26 Barbara Doyle 
28 Bob Haddican 

Our UMW sisters at McFarlin are holding their annual Spiritual Growth Re-

treat Saturday, February 13 from 9:30 am to 11:30 am over Zoom.  All wom-

en are welcome! 

This year’s Spiritual Growth Retreat will focus on the theme “Knitted Togeth-

er for God’s Good Work in a Challenging Time.”  “Challenge” might be a bit 

of an understatement when we think about the past year.  Though we may 

feel alone in our struggles, God doesn’t mean for us to walk alone. 

You are invited to join on Zoom for a time of fellowship, prayer, and spiritual 

discipleship led by Rev. Nancy McCullough.  As a constant focal scripture for 

the ministry to which she has been called, Rev. McCullough passionately 

embraces Jesus’ declaration in Luke 4:18:  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He has sent 

me to proclaim release to the captive and recovery of sight to the blind, to 

let the oppressed go free.” 

More details and how to register here:  https://mcfarlinumc.org/ministries/

adults/united-methodist-women/umwretreat/?fbclid=IwAR0x-

v4e1QUKikqMsVD8K61X2fPLhqXo37fuc_uv8Rq1dOdcqEjg4aQp-7A 

—Shirley Franklin 

UMW President 
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The 2021 budget has been finalized by the Finance Committee and approved by the Administrative 

Council.  This year, we worked to re-frame our budget to reflect our priorities as a church.  Be on the 

lookout for more information.  It’s an exciting way to look at the (normally boring) ‘business’ side of 

church!  Also watch for your 2020 year-end financial reports.  (Sorry, these are still dull.) 

As we worked on the budget, we cut some previously standard budget items so the 2021 budget will fit our 

needs as we continue our ministry in a reality defined by the pandemic.  Despite our efforts, we still anticipate 

being “upside down”:  we expect to spend more in 2021 than your tithes will cover, making the  

particularly critical.  With additional fundraisers fueled by our positive 

energy, we can still turn our financial situation around.  Maybe you read my previous call for ideas and volunteers, 

and maybe you’ve got a kernel of a thought that you aren’t sure would be helpful… please let me know!  Have 

faith:  your tiny idea might expand in the hands of the Finance committee and make a significant impact!  Feel free 

to contact me any time at perillofamily@gmail.com. 

We are still taking orders for the Goodrich Cookbook, and we hope to have them in hand by March.  

You can order safely from the Goodrich website, www.goodrichmemorial.org.  We also received some 

fun fundraiser thank you gifts that I look forward to passing out soon!  Our goal stands at $100,000 by 

May 31, 2021.  As of the middle of January, we have raised $29,500.25.  Please continue to pray for the 

campaign and for those of us leading it, so that we might find the energy and ideas to push on and 

develop it in the ways God has in mind for us to reach our goal.  Continue to check out the website now 

and then at www.goodrichmemorial.org/places. 

Blessings, 

Erin Perillo 

Finance Chair 
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