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From the Pastor’s Desk 
In Search of Our Kneeling Places 

Ann Weems 
 

In each heart lies a Bethlehem, 
an inn where we must ultimately answer  

whether there is room or not. 
When we are Bethlehem-bound 

we experience our own advent in his. 
When we are Bethlehem-bound 

we can no longer look the other way 
conveniently not seeing stars 

not hearing angel voices. 
We can no longer excuse ourselves by busily 

tending our sheep or our kingdoms. 
 

This Advent let’s go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that the Lord has made known  

to us. 
In the midst of shopping sprees 

let’s ponder in our hearts the Gift of Gifts. 
Through the tinsel 

let’s look for the gold of the Christmas Star. 
In the excitement and confusion, in the merry 

chaos, 
let’s listen for the brush of angel’s wings. 

This Advent, let’s go to Bethlehem 
and find our kneeling places. 

continued on next page 
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As we enter Advent this year, we begin to turn our attentions to all of the traditions surrounding this most magical of holi-
days. We decorate, we send cards and letters, we give gifts, we make our special cookies and other treats, and we play carols 24-7. 
Many of us feel a special need to throw ourselves into the delight and joy of these preparations this year of all years, to bring some 
sense of normalcy to a season that will be so very different than how we hoped it would be. We turn to Christmas for comfort, for 
wonder, for delight. This year we will celebrate our traditions in our worship time together, with any necessary twists and turns, 
and we will focus on why we do what we do. Our activities are not just to keep us busy and mindless – they are to help us remem-
ber. Why wrap, bake, write, gift, and sing? How do these actions help us to remember the ultimate Why of the season – the birth 
of the newborn baby Savior, Christ our Lord? As we prepare our homes, let’s also prepare our hearts to welcome the One who 
changed the world. Let’s explore the Comforts of Christmas together!  

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Desi  
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Dear friends, 

What a wonderful time that we live in!  I hope each and  

every one of you are doing well, staying healthy, and  

reflecting on the past year.  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 has always 

been a great Bible verse to help me reflect.  There is a time 

for everything; now is the time for the year to end.  We will 

put what we have learned this past year— Zoom meetings, 

Drive-in Worship, Virtual church and school— toward the 

new year. While we don’t know what is next, I am grateful 

that God provides for us. 

Since we are talking about time, I believe that 2021 will be a 

great time for the youth to transition into a new beginning.  

As many of you know, through careful consideration and 

prayer, I have resigned my position as Youth Director to 

focus on my family, health, and career.  We made wonderful 

memories together, and I have watched several youth move 

on to do great things.  I can’t thank each of you enough for 

placing your trust in me and allowing me to guide the youth.  

While it is my time to move on, it is a great time to embrace 

someone new.  Our family will remain at Goodrich to  

worship with you all.  I look forward to seeing what the  

future holds for our wonderful youth. 

From the bottom of my heart, thank you all so much for your 

support and I wish you continued blessings.  

—Kao Laizure 

    Youth Director 

We had 8 children signed up with their adults for the Children’s Ad-

vent Workshop.  I was so glad to see their beautiful smiles and hear 

their voices.  I have missed that so much these past months.  We 

stayed spread out and kept our masks on, but it was so good to be 

together again. 

My hope for everyone is that we find comfort in our preparations for 

the birth of Christ and have joy in our celebrations. 

Sunday School packets for December go out Sunday, November 29th.  

This month we will be using Illustrated Ministries curriculum.  Let me 

know how you like it. 

December 6— 2nd week of Advent— To Bring Peace Luke 1:46-55 

December 13— 3rd week of Advent— To Practice Joy Luke 2:1-14 

December 20— 4th week of Advent— To Choose Love Luke 2:14-20 

Next Sunday School packet pick-up will be Sunday, December 27th! 

Merry Christmas, 

Sherry  McCurley  

Children’s Director 
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Our Thoughts & Prayers 

Assisted Living & Homebound… 

Ann Payne, Homebound 

Del Grant, Homebound 

Edith Fox, Holiday Heights 

Fran McCurley, Grace 

Gil Jain, Medical Park West 

Lucille Clark, Brookdale 

Phyllis Gammon, Homebound 

Elaine Prosser, Homebound       

The GCG’s Thanksgiving Lunch this year was very different 

from years past.  This year there was no turkey, dressing, deli-

cious side dishes, or yummy desserts.  Instead, we had a 

brown bag lunch in the parking lot.  We were thankful that we 

were able to be together.  We collected can goods to be given 

to two families for a Thanksgiving meal.  GCG will also provide 

a turkey. 

We will not have our Christmas Lunch and gift exchange.  

Hopefully we will have some type of gathering.  

Please continue to call and send cards to other members.  

 

Blessings to all, 

Kathy Hooker  

President of GCGers 

1 Nada Sappington 
2 Jim Ryan 
3 Sue Haralson 
 Robert McDow 

 Greetings! I am beginning my fourth month here at Goodrich Memorial this December, and it’s hard 

to believe how quickly the time has passed. I have had the joy of getting to know a few of you and meeting so 

many others. I am so thankful to be serving this amazing congregation! You are generous with love and 

kindness—qualities which cannot be understated in this world. Thank you for welcoming me, especially in 
these strange pandemic times. 

 What a wonderful time has been! It has been so fun building our new ministries together. As you 

might remember, we received a large grant for improving our online Sunday worship experience and building 

a new studio for media ministries. I hope you have already noticed a few of our improvements in worship. In 

the months ahead you will be seeing even bigger changes! We plan to install two new cameras in the  
sanctuary to give us more flexibility in worship.  We will also add some great equipment that will improve the 

professional quality of our broadcasts.  We are building out a studio space, which will enhance our ability to 

film short video segments, take pictures, create podcasts, and stretch our creativity in ministry.  

 As the people of God, we continually communicate the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Each one of our  

ministries is centered in speaking the Gospel into the world. As the world evolves, it is our joy to  

communicate the grace of Christ to people in new ways.  I am humbled by the opportunity to build this min-
istry with you. Not many churches of our size are prioritizing the work we are doing in online ministries. You 

should feel proud of the trailblazing work we do together. Goodrich is truly a remarkable congregation! 

Betsy Stewart-Dooley 

Associate Pastor 
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As we finish up this noteworthy year of 2020, I thought I would summarize our accomplishments with the 

We kicked off the campaign at the end of 2019, so we started 2020 by 

adding crowns to each place showing everyone how much that place had been sponsored.  They have the “A 

Place for…” description on them and a crown representing each $500 raised of the sponsorship amount.  I 

don’t think we’ve updated the crowns lately— something to look forward to when we get to spend more time 

in the church again! 

After the pandemic hit, our plans were stalled for increasing involvement for the campaign throughout 

Goodrich and beyond.  Nevertheless, we held the Big Honkin’ Birthday Party on Pentecost and received so 

many wonderful birthday cards for the church and gifts for the campaign.  We raised over $3,400 that day!   

At the end of the summer we realized that God was calling us to extend the campaign another six months.   

We immediately followed that up with a new fundraiser idea:  the BJ’s fundraiser.  This fundraiser was made  

possible by a generous gift, and you all enjoyed some wonderful meals. In total, we raised $1,700 for the  

campaign! 

Finally (though not directly related to the campaign) I am excited about adding the Text to Give option as a 

new way to tithe and donate to the church.  When you text GIVE to 405-643-4280, you are prompted to set it 

up via a website on your phone.  After that, anytime you feel inclined to give any amount to the church, you 

only need to text GIVE with the dollar amount (“GIVE $5” for example) and it is done!  Super simple and 

safe.  It’s a nice option for when you are moved to give but you are sitting on your couch or you don’t have 

any cash with you, but you don’t want to forget to do it!  (I’ve never done that, forgotten? nope, not me. 

*wink, wink*) 

Our goal stands at $100,000 by May 31, 2021.  As of the middle of November we have raised $27,120.25!  I 

would like to close by asking you to pray for the campaign and those leading it, so that we might find the  

energy and ideas to keep it moving and expand it in the ways God has in mind for us so that we may reach our 

goal for the church.  If you happen to have any ideas or energy to spare, please let us know!  Continue to check 

out the website now and then at www.goodrichmemorial.org/places. 

Places Funded      
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Cookbook Update! 

 Thank you for your recipes! We have over 200, which is the number we were aiming for. We know a 

few recipes will continue to trickle in – and that’s OK.  It’s a mouth-watering pleasure to read the recipes as 

they come in and a heart-watering pleasure to read the accompanying stories. 

 The next step is editing and digital assembly to ready them for the printer. This is a time consuming 

process, and we are grateful for all those that will be making it happen. We anticipate the Cookbooks being 

ready by the end of January.  Even though they will not be here before Christmas, you can still give one (a 

promise for one) as a gift!  Erin Perillo has created a “Certificate” to give to the person you would like the 

Cookbook to go to! When the books are ready, the Cookbook will be mailed to that recipient or you. You can 

Preorder cookbooks with a form that will be appearing on our website. All those who Preorder before Decem-

ber 24th, will receive a special gift along with their order.  

 Whether you contribute recipes, work on the Cookbook, or plan to buy Cookbooks, you are supporting 

the church and its mission. Thank you again! 

 

-Becky Aguilar  


