
President's Message for Advent, December 2019 

 

"The Lord is coming, always coming.  When you have ears to 

hear and eyes to see, you will recognize him at any moment 

of your life.  Life is Advent; life is recognizing the coming of 

the Lord."  Henri Nouwen 

 

   The roots of the term advent indeed come from the Latin, meaning to come.  Oft 

quoted Dutch priest and theologian Henri Nouwen relates that Advent is much 

more than a season.  Advent is a perspective for looking at life and the coming of 

our Lord.  Dietrich Boenhoffer writes, "The celebration of Advent is possible only 

to those who are troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor and imperfect, 

and who look forward to something greater to come."  Perhaps that is why the 

poor, the meek, the sick and those who suffer often seek and find themselves more 

able to draw near to God. 

  We have quite a few, more than is practical to list, here at St. Paul's who are 

struggling with their health.  We keep them in our prayers and pray that they will 

find healing and comfort in our Lord.  May our Lord draw each of them and each 

of us close this season.  As I write this column I've just heard that our sister in 

Christ LaVonne Strutz has now been called home to the Lord.  She was an 

amazing woman, long time children's Sunday School teacher who had recently 

reached her long held goal of reaching one hundred years of age.  Thanks for being 

an inspiration to all of us LaVonne.   

   Our church sanctuary is always so beautiful during Advent and Christmas.  The 

tree is now up.  We'll open worship, as we have in years past, by singing the hymn 

Light One Candle.  Candles will be lit in succession each week as we await the 

coming of our Lord, Oh come, oh come Emmanuel...  Our rotation of preaching 

pastors is pretty well set once again with Pastor Ray Olsen preaching on the first 

Sunday of the month, Pastor James Townsend preaching on second Sundays, 



Pastor Dee Emmert preaching on third Sundays, Pastor Mark Vance preaching on 

fourth Sundays and this month our friend in Christ Pastor Paul Carlson will be with 

us on the fifth Sunday.  In addition of course we will have our traditional 

candlelight worship on Christmas Eve, with Pastor Townsend presiding, at nine 

pm.  We look forward with great anticipation to that very special service.  We'll 

also continue to have our Wednesday at 12:15pm midweek worship.  We will have 

a busy month filled with prayer, reflection and anticipation. 

   So, may each of you enjoy a spiritually enriching and meaningful Advent and 

Christmas as we travel through this busy and often all too commercial and secular 

season.  As the at times belabored saying goes, let's remember the reason for the 

season.  I'll close with words from Luther. 

 

"This is what is meant by 'Thy king cometh.'  You do not seek him, but he seeks 
you.  You do not find him, he finds you."  From a sermon by Martin Luther 

 

Blessings of the Season to all, 

Chuck Prewett 

Council President 

 

  

     


