President's Note for October 2017

"If you want a guarantee, buy a toaster. "  Clint Eastwood

I suppose for movies, politics and much of life this observation of Clint's rings true.  Part of why I'm quoting Mr. Eastwood is that I've just returned from Carmel by the Sea where Clint was once mayor and has left his mark in many ways.  One morning I was fortunate enough to go for a hike at Point Lobos, one of God's natural wonders.  In 1986 Clint purchased the land south of Mission Ranch when development loomed.  For me, and many others, the land, ecosystem and spectacular views between the Mission, Mission Ranch and Point Lobos are a gift from God and priceless.  Another day, taking a stroll through a residential portion of Carmel, I passed a home with a sign that read,  "If you're lucky enough to live by the beach, you're lucky enough."  While we may not live by the beach or have the wherewithal to own a home on the coast, we too are "lucky" enough to be blessed; blessed by friends, family, faith and the hope of salvation and the world to come.  This good fortune we owe to our creator and the gift of salvation through his son, our Lord and savior who died that we might live.  Whenever doubt creeps in or I begin to feel low, a trip to the coast, mountains or a simple walk along one of our own Sacramento parks, rivers or trails helps bolster my spirits and remind me of our Creator's abiding wonder and presence.  It doesn't hurt to pray, meditate, read scripture and go to church regularly either!   
Many activities are on the near horizon here at St. Paul's.  Be sure and contact Tom Keim to obtain tickets for our always fun Oktoberfest with its great German food, music and prizes!  Tickets are fifteen dollars and the event takes place on Saturday October 14th starting at six pm.  Also, don't forget there will be a Reformation Sunday bus trip leaving from St. John's at 12:30 pm on Sunday October 29th for Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.  See Pastor Townsend or Pastor Bense for tickets which will cost twenty-five dollars.  Check the accordion doors in the Fireside Room for other events taking place at some of our sister churches, like Gethsemane and Church of the Cross, such diverse activities as a meatball sing along and a crab feed come to mind.  I'm very pleased we're starting to do more and share more with our friends in Christ from nearby ELCA congregations. 
While we are truly blessed, many in our world, including family and friends,  have been impacted greatly by the recent string of hurricanes, earthquakes and fires.  We pray for these regions, communities and individuals.  Along with many others, Lutheran Disaster Relief is on the scene striving to help those who are without.  We pray that with  fall at hand and winter approaching the hurricane season will soon end and that with help these areas will be able to rebuild not only buildings and infrastructure but also the lives of those who have weathered the storms. 
Closer to home, continue to pray for those on our prayer list.  In addition to our prayers a card, phone call or even e-mail may mean a lot, letting our friends know we miss them and care about them.  
Also, thanks to all who have responded generously to our Capital Improvement Fund appeal.  For those unaware, we have established a special fund to help with the expenses of major building repair and renovation.  Our loved but aging campus needs a bit of TLC here and there.  To join in simply make out a check to St. Paul's and mark on the check and offering envelope that you would like these funds to go into the CIF account.  
Finally, I would be remiss on the five hundred year anniversary of what came to be known as the Reformation to not acknowledge those who trusted in conscience and scripture above human authority.  As we are all aware, at great risk to himself, Martin Luther led the way in this endeavor.  Life may hold no guarantees, but hope, trust and faith in our Lord hold great promise.  May God through his divine mercy, grace, the Holy Spirit and the blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ help us to stand firm in our faith, now and always. 

"I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe.  Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God.  Amen."  Martin Luther

Chuck Prewett
Your Council President
  

  
