
President’s Message for March 2022 

   And so Lent is upon us.  Lord willing, we’ll gather this Ash 

Wednesday at 7:30AM to mark our own ephemeral physical nature 

and start our Lenten journey.  Gathering earlier in the day will, we 

hope, allow those who work to gather with us and will give all who 

attend the mark of ash to bear and wear as witness for the day, as a 

tangible, visible sign of our faith. 

  Starting on Wednesday March 09th we’ll return to having our 

Lenten soup supper devotionals.  The soup, prayer and fellowship 

are always welcome and nourishing both physically and spiritually.  

We’ll likely be revisiting a video on Martin Luther and the 

Reformation.  Plan to attend and invite a friend or two.  Soup and 

fellowship start at six pm.   

   Pastor Townsend also has plans to resume the pre-worship Bible 

Study we had in the pre-pandemic days.  The class is set to begin on 

Sundays at 8:30AM in the Reformation Room and will run a bit over 

half an hour.  Initially at least, the subject matter will likely revolve 

around the fundamentals of faith and the scriptural lessons of the 

day.  

   We also have plans in progress to return to some form of a hybrid 

variation on how we receive communion.  Those who come forward 

will have the option to continue as we have been, receiving the host 

in our palm and the wine in individual glasses (if desired) or 

kneeling at the rail a few at a time and again receiving the elements 

as we have been in our palm and in a pre-filled glass.  This will be a 

trial period and almost certainly will evolve over time.   

   For those choosing to make a Lenten sacrifice we suggest taking a 

plain envelope and marking it as a Lenten offering and place 

whatever amount works for you, perhaps a dollar, each day and 

then submitting it either to St. Paul’s or a worthy charity of your 

choice as Lent concludes.  Giving up some comfort or adding 

additional time for prayer and helping others are all worthy Lenten 

disciplines.  Love God.  Love neighbor. 



   We note the passing of our sister in Christ Marion Youngquist.  

Marion was the widow of one of the first pastors of St. Paul’s, Rev. 

Ted Youngquist.  Marion has lived in Illinois for some years, but has 

stayed in touch, kept us in her prayers and been generous both in 

sharing historical documents and financial giving.  Our condolences 

to Marion’s son Eric and his family.     

   Our Sierra Pacific Synod of the ELCA will return to gathering for 

the annual convention at the Nugget in Sparks, Nevada this year on 

June 1-4.  If you’d like to attend and represent St. Paul’s (we’re 

allowed two voting members) please let us know.  We understand 

there will be some allowance for those unable or uncomfortable with 

attending in person via Zoom.   

   Continue to pray and assist as able those in need.  You know who 

they are and have the prayer lists both in our newsletter and in our 

weekly worship bulletins.  Also pray for Ukraine and Eastern 

Europe.  We’ll have the address for Lutheran World Relief both listed 

in this newsletter and posted in the Fireside Room.  Pray for rain 

and snow here in the west as well.  We live in blessed, yet 

challenging and fragile times.  While Lent is a time for reflection, 

self-denial and acknowledgment of our fallen and mortal nature, I 

choose to close with uplifting words of promise and thanksgiving 

attributed to Luther. 

 

“Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in books 

alone, but in every leaf in springtime.”  Martin Luther 

 

Peace, blessings, hope, 

 

Chuck Prewett 

Council President   


