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Matthew 16:21-28 21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and
began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.’ 23But he
turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For what will it profit
them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for
their life? 27‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and
then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his
kingdom.’ (NRSV)

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord, Jesus Christ. (Rm.1:7a)
We all know that we have certain obligations in life--things we simply must do--like:
children must go to school; mothers must kiss the little “owies” to make them better;
and fathers must go to work and bring home the bacon.
Now, in these post-modern times certain roles can and do change, but there still are the
shoulds and necessities of our lives.
Today our Lord Jesus shows us that there is a “necessity” in his life, and that our own
musts and shoulds need to be re-examined in the light of what He has to say.
We will look at the human ‘necessity’ and the Divine ‘necessity.’
First, what is the human ‘necessity’ that Peter puts forward in today’s Gospel?
Peter states: I. Suﬀering and Loss Must Be Avoided!
First, (Surface Symptoms Diagnosed) Some Things Are Humiliating and Distasteful!
Just earlier in this chapter Jesus had asked a pointed question: But who do YOU say that
I am?
And Peter made his great confession—like it had just dawned on him: “You are the
Christ, the Son of the Living God.”
Now, it’s the next day or a week later, or maybe the very same day, “Jesus began to
explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem....”

Peter jumps up and shouts, “Never, Lord!”

It’s human nature to take sides with Peter: We must win or go home!
The Human "necessity" is that Suﬀering and Loss Must Be Avoided!
How undignified for God's Anointed to suﬀer and be killed!
It must be a bad joke, unbecoming for divinity, really distasteful!
Humiliating not only for our Lord Jesus but also for us who follow Him!
Why, WE get called by the same name—Losers!
How can God be defeated by death and the devil?
This cannot, must not, happen!—why, it will discredit the whole movement!
This was Peter’s thinking—and ours, too.
Second, (Internal Malady) It’s Foolish and Unbelievable that We Should Suﬀer!
Let’s face it: It’s human to protect ourselves—we think it’s really not necessary to suﬀer.
At the same time we think God Himself should avoid suﬀering.

We can’t believe it—this is our heart problem—that God's wills such foolishness as
death on a cross.
Not very smart! God's Messiah should be successful—isn’t he divine?
Faithful followers like us should be able to be optimistic about our Leader’s mission.
We want influence in the market place of ideas!
Shouldn't the church be like today’s ‘Amazon’ for growth and success?
All to the glory of God, of course! —— How can losing be winning? We can’t believe it.
Third, (Final Diagnosis, Eternal Problem) Satan Is Deceitful
And now the worst happens—Jesus calls Peter a Satan!
‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not
on divine things but on human things.’

It is a lie of the Evil One that Jesus should avoid the cross—and we can’t believe that
this is how God wants to redeem us.
I saw it again just last week—over 60% of Christians—even Lutherans—believe we are
eligible for heaven by faith AND good works, not by faith alone, not by grace alone.
The end result—we lose our lives! “For those who want to save their life will lose it (v.25)”
We end up big Losers! instead of Winners.
Jesus said to Peter, “v.23b You are a stumbling block to me; ....”
What if that would have been the final condemnation said to Peter?
What if that were to be said of us?
So suﬀering must be avoided because, 1. It’s humiliating; 2. It’s foolish to
believe in a cross of suﬀering; and 3. Satan says it’s not necessary.
PROGNOSIS: The Divine "Necessity" of Obedience and Trust
First, (Initial Prognosis, Eternal Solution) The Suﬀering Servant
Our Lord Jesus began to show his disciples a "suﬀering servant.” Listen again, “Jesus
began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering….”

It is one thing to suﬀer from opposition, hardship, pain, sickness, death; it is quite
another thing to suﬀer for the benefit of others, even the ungodly.
But that is just the form of our Lord’s suﬀering—His suﬀering is redemptive.
What does that mean?
Later in his Gospel Matthew says, “He gave his life as a ‘ransom' for many” (Mt. 20:28),
which says that we’ve been kidnapped, and Jesus must pay the price for our release!
In our Old Testament reading today, we heard God’s Promise to Jeremiah:
21 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. (Ch. 15) And in time God did so.
Redemption is an exchange—my Sem classmate Dr. Schroeder calls it a “sweet swap”—
his translation of Dr. Luther’s “froehliche Wechsel”—a ‘happy exchange.’

Our Lord exchanges his death for our life, he gives us redemption now in this moment.
Second, (Advanced Prognosis, Internal Solution) We Say, Too Good to be True!
As I said earlier, we can’t believe it that we are redeemed for free.
Luther wrote in his Small Catechism, “I believe that I cannot, by my own reason or
strength, believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to him.”
True! We need to be reminded over and over again—that’s why we keep coming here to

Pulpit and Altar—here “the Holy Spirit calls, gathers and enlightens us by the gospel.”
We need more in life than someone telling us right from wrong.
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We need
more than a
psychiatrist
—certainly
more than a
lawgiver.
We do know
God gave
the Law,
but we
know him
best as a
human in the life of Jesus, Son of God, born of Mary.
God revealed Himself in human form so that we could see healing coming out of
suﬀering, life and resurrection coming out of death.
Luther said, "If God had come in power, He would not have won our hearts!”
The power in the Gospel is that the power of suﬀering love on behalf of another is God’s
way of promoting trust and "believe-ability," His way to win our hearts.
Think of the people going down to help hurricane Harvey victims—there is suﬀering
love being given to strangers—is that not Christ-like?
We need to say with one of the friends of Jesus, “Lord, I believe, help my unbelief.”
Last Point, (Final Prognosis, External Solution) We Are Followers of the Cross
What Jesus meant about “taking up their cross and following me” is being seen in
Houston,TX, and everywhere the flood waters flow.
Strangers have come from all over to help and to suﬀer with those flooded out.
St. Paul describes life under the cross this way in Romans 12:
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10 love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor…. 12 Rejoice
in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.
Strangers and outsiders may find this strange, but all who trust in Christ the Messiah,
find in the cross God’s statement to the world, God’s statement to you and me.
Now, it’s not that we gotta do good to please God—it is that we get to do good deeds
in response to God’s love displayed in the cross.
Let us deny our selves and take up our cross and follow Jesus.
Now may the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus. Amen.
S.D.g.
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