
The Presbyterian Church on Edisto Island 
Sunday, March 27, 2022 

10:00 AM 
4th Sunday of Lent 

 
*As you are able, please stand in body or in spirit. 

“Gathering in God’s presence… 

Ringing of the Hour 

Words of Welcome & Hospitality                     Norma McAlhany 

Prelude                      Lenten Prayers          Gerald Custer  

*Call to Worship (2 Corinthians 5 & Luke 15) 
     Leader: Like a loving Father, God offers us freedom to choose our own path. 
     People: In God’s freedom, we are a new creation. 
     Leader: Like a merciful Mother, God offers us compassion when we lose our way. 
     People: In God’s mercy, we are a new creation. 
     Leader: Like a forgiving Parent, God welcomes us home with open arms. 
     People: In God’s embrace, we are a new creation. 
     Leader: Come! Let us worship the One who makes all things new. 
   
*Hymn                        There is Now a New Creation                     Stuttgart 
 

There is now a new creation through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
peace and reconciliation with the God of endless life. 

Call the lost and found together; tell the news to everyone: 
now the past is gone forever and a new life has begun. 

Wrap the prodigal in welcome; run to greet the wayward child. 
All is finished and forgiven; let us now be reconciled. 

Come and join the celebration; come and join this happy feast; 
Jesus makes an invitation to the greatest and the least. 

There is now a new creation through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
Sing, with thanks and adoration, to the God of endless life! 

 
Prayer of Confession 
In your love, O God, we are never lost.  In your care, O Christ, we are ever found.  Help us to feel 
this truth in our very bones, for we are often far from home, unsure how to return.  Teach our 
hard hearts to embrace your hope.  Teach our weary souls to cry out to you.  For we long to taste 
the glory of your heavenly banquet, and we yearn to be held in your arms as beloved children.  
Forgive us and draw us back to you… (Silent Confession) 
 
Musical Response             O Lord, Hear My Prayer, vs 1                  Hear My Prayer 
 

O Lord, hear my prayer. O Lord, hear my prayer.  When I call, answer me. 
O Lord, hear my prayer.  O Lord, hear my prayer.  Come and listen to me. 

 
*Assurance of Pardon  
Hold fast to these words of assurance: “If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has 
passed away!”  In Christ, we are reconciled indeed, for we have found our true home. 
Thanks be to God. 



*Musical Response                      O Lord, Hear My Prayer, vs 2                  Hear My Prayer 
 

The Lord is my song; the Lord is my praise: all my hope comes from God. 
The Lord is my song; the Lord is my praise: God, the well-spring of life. 

Hearing God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination 

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the Pharisees and the 
scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3 So he told them 
this parable: 

“There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share 
of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the 
younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property 
in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, 
and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who 
sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 
were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go 
to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his 
father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his 
arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, 
bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And 
get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and 
dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied, ‘Your brother has 
come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he 
became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered 
his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed 
your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 
friends. 30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you 
killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has 
come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

After the Gospel reading, children are invited to make their way down front to the communion benches in 
preparation for the Children’s Sermon. 

Celebrating God’s Gift of Children 

Choral Anthem                                            Come, Ye Sinners          Restoration 
Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, weak and wounded, sick and sore; 

Jesus ready stands to save you, full of pity, love, and power. 

Refrain:  I will arise and go to Jesus; he will embrace me in his arms. 
In the arms of my dear Savior, O there are ten thousand charms. 



Come, ye thirsty, come, and welcome; God’s free bounty glorify, 
true belief and true repentance, every grace that brings you nigh.  Refrain 

Come, ye weary, heavy laden, lost and ruined by the fall; 
if you tarry till you’re better, you will never come at all.  Refrain 

Let not conscience make you linger, nor of fitness fondly dream; 
all the fitness he requireth is to feel our need of him.  Refrain 

New Testament:   2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew 
Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is 
a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18 All this is from God, 
who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in 
Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 
his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made 
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Sermon     There is something worse than death                Rev. Ashley Sanders 

Our Response 

*Affirmation of Faith – Lent IV by Lisa Frenz 
I believe in God the Creator,  
who made me and all things,  
who set me on my path in this world. 

I believe in God the Savior,  
who is one with the Creator,  
who rescued me and all creation  
from the depredations of our violations  
against God and creation.  
This man, Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ,  
walked a path through this world,  
taking on human form having been born of a woman  
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
He lived and worked in this world among people just like me.  
He walked God’s path to death on a cross,  
and rose from the dead to open our pathway to eternal life. 

I believe in God the Holy Spirit, my counselor and guide,  
who is one with the Creator and the Christ,  
who through the body and blood of Jesus  
brings me into communion with all people, past, present and future;  
who calls me to walk a sacred way of life through this world,  
caring for creation and the people I meet on the way,  
loving them, helping them, welcoming them without prejudice,  
being God’s hands and feet in the world.  Amen. 

Prayer of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



Sharing of Tithes, Offerings, and Prayer Requests 
Kindly place your offering in one of the baskets as you leave the service.  Or, consider online giving by going to our 
website (www.pcedisto.org) and clicking “Give Online” or text the amount you’d like to give to 833-458-3379, click 
the link they send you, and fill out the information requested.  This is a safe and secure way to give your tithe or 
offering to the church.   

*Musical Response                          Tallis’ Canon 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   

*Prayer of Dedication 

*Closing Hymn 280                 Amazing Grace, vs 1 & 2                   Amazing Grace 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found, Was blind, but now I see. 

The Lord has promised good to me, His word my hope secures; 
He will my shield and portion be, As long as life endures. 

*Benediction 

Postlude                                                            Variations on Amazing Grace                    New Britain  

(Please be seated for the Postlude and then depart – with hope and joy.) 

…sending in God’s name.” 

“There Is Now a New Creation” Words: ©2011 David Gambrell; Source: Glory to God, Presbyterian Publishing Corp. 
“Lenten Prayers” Gerald Custer ©2014 GIA Publications, Inc. 

“O Lord, Hear My Prayer” Jacques Berthier  ©1982 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) 
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-730806.  All rights reserved. 

 

Announcements 
Visitors & Guests:  It is a special joy to have you worship with us at the Presbyterian Church on Edisto Island.  We 
invite you to join us each Sunday for Sunday School for adults and children at 9 AM in the Ministry Center and 
worship at 10 AM in the Sanctuary with seating also available in the Fellowship Hall. 

A Nursery is provided during the service for children ages 6 years and under.  The Nursery is located next door in 
the Ministry Center, Room 103.  An usher will be available to escort children there after the Children’s Time. 

Hearing Devices:  The church has hearing devices available for use during services.  These assist hearing by using 
our sound system.  Please ask an usher if you would like to use one.  Also remember to turn off any hearing aids 
while using them as your personal device may create feedback for the sound system. 

The Stitch Sisters will meet in the Library/Room 201 this Tuesday at 10 AM.  Contact Bonnie Inabinet. 

The Pastor’s Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 10 AM in the Ministry Center.  All are welcome!  During Lent we 
will use, “Looking at the Cross” by James D. Miller.  Books are available at the church. 

Choirs: The Chime Choir will rehearse this Thursday, February 24, at 4:00 PM and the Adult Choir will rehearse 
this Thursday, February 24, at 5:00 PM in the Sanctuary. 

Committee Meetings:  Christian Education and Missions will meet separately next Sunday after worship. 

The Presbyterian Women will meet next Monday, April 4th, at 10AM in the Fellowship Hall. All women are 
invited. Please bring individually wrapped candy and small egg-sized toys and plan to stay after the meeting to 
stuff Easter eggs in preparation for our egg hunt at the Manse. 

The FLASH:  PCEI sends out a weekly FLASH email with the week’s events and updates.  To sign-up to receive the 
FLASH, contact the church office. 

Easter Lily Cross:  We will form a cross of lilies on our front porch in celebration of Easter. You may purchase a lily 
in memory or in honor of someone.  The cost is $8 per lily, and you may put your order form and check in today's 
offering or drop it off at the church office.  Please be sure to let us know the name of your honoree, including if it is 
to the Glory of God.  The last day to order a lily will be Palm Sunday, but the sooner the better. 

http://www.pcedisto.org/

