
 

The Steps of The Presbyterian Church on Edisto Island 
Sunday, December 26, 2021 

10:00 AM 
Lessons and Carols 

 
We invite you to gather out in front of the Sanctuary, bringing lawn chairs or a blanket to sit on, and share in the 

spirit of the season as we sing and worship God on this day after Christmas. 
 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 
“Gathering in God’s presence… 
 
Ringing of the Hour 
 
Words of Welcome and Announcements 
 
Prelude            O Come, All Ye Faithful                    Adeste Fideles  

 
*Call to Worship 

God’s love has come to earth to dwell among us. 
Sing for joy with the angels. 
We are God’s chosen people, loved and cherished. 
Sing for joy with the angels. 
The birth of Love has changed us forever. 
Let us sing, praise, rejoice, and worship together! Amen. 
 

*Opening Carol       Angels We Have Heard on High                               Gloria 
 

Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply Echoing their joyous strains. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heavenly song? 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Almighty God, we confess that our hearts have not been open to all that you have revealed to us in the 
nativity of your Son.  You sent Christ to be born as a helpless Child, and yet we have not attended to the 
suffering of children.  You chose humble Mary to be mother of our Lord Jesus, and yet we have not 
attended to the struggles of women.  The holy family could find no room in Bethlehem but a stable, and yet 
we have not attended to the cry of the homeless.  You announced your birth to lowly shepherds, yet we 
ignore those who tend our farms and fields.  Forgive our lack of attention, and free us for joyful compassion, 
that we may know Christ in serving others.  Through Jesus Christ we pray. 



 

Musical Response     Gentle Mary Laid Her Child, vs 1   Tempus Adest Floridum 
 

Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 
There He lay, the undefiled, To the world a stranger. 
Such a babe in such a place, Can He be the Savior? 

Ask the saved of all the race Who have found His favor. 
 
*Words of Forgiveness 
Break forth into singing, for the Lord has redeemed you.  See the salvation of God; find comfort in his strong 
arms.  This is the Good News of the Gospel  Amen. 
 
*Musical Response   Gentle Mary Laid Her Child, vs 2 & 3   Tempus Adest Floridum 
 

Angels sang about His birth, Wise men sought and found Him; 
Heaven’s star shone brightly forth, Glory all around Him. 

Shepherd’s saw the wondrous sight, Heard the angels singing; 
All the plains were lit that night, All the hills were ringing. 

 
Gentle Mary laid her child Lowly in a manger; 

He is still the undefiled, But no more a stranger. 
Son of God, of humble birth, Beautiful the story; 

Praise His name in all the earth, Hail the King of glory. 
 

Hearing God’s Word 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

The Scripture Read and in Song 
 

John 1:1-14 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with 
God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into 
being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world.  
 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what 
was his own,  and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of 
grace and truth. 
 
Carol         Christ, Be Our Light, vs 1 & 2              Christ Be Our Light 

 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people,  
Light for the world to see. 

 



 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 
 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

Reading 
 
Luke 1:30-33 
 

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 
 
Carol             What Child is This?, vs 1          Greensleeves 
 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe the Son of Mary! 

 
Luke 2:4-5 
 

4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who 
was expecting a child. 
 
Carol              Once in Royal David’s City, vs 1, 2, 3           IRBY 
 

Once in royal David’s city Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby In a manger for His bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

 
He came down to earth from heaven Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, And His cradle was a stall. 
With the poor, oppressed, and lowly, Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 
Jesus is our childhood pattern, Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak and helpless, Tears and smiles like us He knew; 
And He feels for all our sadness, And He shares in all our gladness. 

 
 



 

Luke 2:8-14 
 

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the 
Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to 
them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
 
Reading 
 
Carol                  Hark! the Herald Angels Sing, vs 1 & 3                     Mendelssohn 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King. 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angles sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

    

Luke 2:15-20 
 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been 
told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
Reading 
 
Carol                 Go, Tell It on the Mountain                 Go Tell It 
 

Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, tell is on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 

 
While shepherds kept their watching O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold throughout the heavens There shone a holy light:  Refrain 
 

The shepherds feared and trembled When lo! above the earth, 
Rang out the angel chorus That hailed the Savior’s birth:  Refrain 

 
Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born, 

And God sent us salvation That blessed Christmas morn:  Refrain 



 

 
Our Response 

 
* Affirmation of Faith (written by Stephen Fearing) 
 

We believe that God has come to us as a little child, 
        making our weakness his strength, 
        securing our salvation by becoming one of us, 
        blessing us with a steadfast savior, 
        filling our hearts with joy to be shared with one another. 
    We believe that God has birthed righteousness and justice into the world, 
        giving us a law that will be written upon our hearts, 
        making the cause of the oppressed the highest priority, 
        declaring an everlasting reign of peace, 
        defeating the power of pain and suffering. 
    We believe that God calls us to participate in this reality of love, 
        inviting us to proclaim Christ’s resurrection at the Table, 
        transforming us as disciples to go out into the world, 
        sending us forth to announce his kingdom of peace and comfort, 
        challenging us to see everyone as nothing less than beloved children. 
    This we believe.   
        This we preach. 
            This we seek to embody in word and deed.  Amen. 
 
Prayers for the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Call to Offering 
 
Sharing of Tithes & Offerings 
Kindly place your offering in one of the baskets as you leave the service.  Or, consider online giving by going to our 
website (www.pcedisto.org) and clicking “Give Online” or text the amount you’d like to give to 833-458-3379, click the 
link they send you, and fill out the information requested.  This is a safe and secure way to give your tithe or offering to 
the church.   
 
Musical Response             Christ, Be Our Light, vs 5               Christ be our Light 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come. 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
*Benediction 



 

 
*Postlude (sung)        Let There Be Peace on Earth 
 

Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me; 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

 
With God as our Father, brothers all are we 

Let me walk with my brother, in perfect harmony. 
 

Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now. 

 
With ev'ry step I take, let this be my solemn vow 

To take each moment and live, each moment in peace eternally 
Let there be peace on earth 

And let it begin with me 
 

 
…sending in God’s name.”        

 
Leading Worship:  

Music Director – Sheri Melton 
Pastor – Ashley Sanders 

 
Session: 

Linda Manus, Clerk 
Ted Luckadoo, Administration 

Allen Woods, Buildings & Grounds 
Brian Evans, Christian Education 

Ann Atchley, Fellowship 
Pam McAlhany, Mission 

Sam Plexico, Stewardship & Finance 
Lou Wylie, Worship 
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 “Let There Be Peace on Earth” Sy Miller and Jill Jackson ©1955, renewed 1983, Jan-Lee Music  
 

Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-730806.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Church office will be closed Monday - Wednesday this week. Please call Rev. Sanders if you have an urgent need. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


