
	 	

The Presbyterian Church on Edisto Island 
Sunday, January 2, 2022 

10:00 AM 

	
	

Printed	words	to	music	and	prayers	are	to	use	as	silent	meditation	during	the	service.			
Bolded	words	are	to	use	as	congregational	response	while	wearing	a	mask.	

	
*Please	stand	in	body	or	in	spirit.	
	
“Gathering in God’s presence… 
 
Ringing of the Hour 
 
Words of Welcome and Announcements                        
 
Prelude                           What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright?                Nicholas Lebègue 
 
*Call to Worship                Lou Wylie 

We come to this place— 
each of us on our own path. 
The path is winding, 
and the path is not always clear, 
and the path changes, 
but we are here. 
God is walking us home. 
What a gift it is to not walk alone. 
Let us worship Holy God. 
 

Instrumental Hymn                  We Three Kings of Orient Are                    Kings of Orient    

We three kings of Orient are, Bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
Field and fountain, more and mountain, Following yonder star. 

 
O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright; 

Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light! 
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, Gold I bring to crown Him again, 
King forever, ceasing never Over us all to reign. 

 
Frankincense to offer have I: Incense owns a Deity nigh; 

Prayer and praising we are raising, Worshipping God most High. 



	 	

 
Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume.  Breathes a life of gathering gloom; 

Sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, Sealed in the stone cold tomb. 
 

O star of wonder, star of night, Star with royal beauty bright; 
Westward leading, still proceeding, Guide us to thy perfect light! 

 
Call to Confession 
 
Prayer of Confession 
God of changed plans, the Magi heard in a dream that they were to take a new way home—a different path, 
an untraveled road. And to our amazement, they did just that. The Magi packed their bags and went home 
by another way. We wish that change could be easy for us, but more often than not, when whispers of 
change come, we tend to clench our fists and hold on tighter. Forgive us for resisting change that might be 
holy. Forgive us for ignoring that there is more than one road home. Forgive us for failing to hear your 
invitation. Guide our steps to unfamiliar places. 
Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 
Musical Response    As With Gladness Men of Old, vs 4             DIX    
	

Holy Jesus, every day keep us in the narrow way; 
and when earthly things are past, bring our ransomed souls at last 
where they need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glory hide. 

	
*Words of Forgiveness 
No matter which roads we take in this one wild and precious life, God walks with us. God never leaves our 
side. When the road changes and we find ourselves on a new path home, God is always there. 
So hear and believe this good news: 
No matter where we go, no matter what we do, we are claimed, loved, and held by God. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 
*Musical Response	 	                The First Nowell, vs 6                   The First Nowell 
 

Then let us all with one accord 
sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

that hath made heaven and earth of nought, 
and with his blood our life hath bought. 

Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
born is the King of Israel. 

 
 

Hearing God’s Word	
Prayer for Illumination 
 
The Scripture Read      Matthew 2:1-12 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 
have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and 



	 	

calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8 Then 
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 
saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 
country by another road. 
 
Children’s Sermon  
 
Reflection      home by another way              Rev. Ashley R. Sanders 
 

Our Response 
 
Prayers for the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Call to Offering 
 
Sharing of Tithes & Offerings 
Kindly place your offering in one of the baskets as you leave the service.  Or, consider online giving by going to our 
website (www.pcedisto.org) and clicking “Give Online” or text the amount you’d like to give to 833-458-3379, click the 
link they send you, and fill out the information requested.  This is a safe and secure way to give your tithe or offering to 
the church.   
 
Musical Response 	 	 Christ, Be Our Light                           Christ be our Light 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come. 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

	
Prayer of Dedication 
 
The Lord’s Supper 
 

Invitation and Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 



	 	

  
Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…And so, with your people on earth, and all the company of heaven, we declare your praises. 
 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
  Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one  

who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

…that we too might radiate God’s light, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

 Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

Words of Institution and Communion of the People 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 
Benediction 
As you leave this service, your service begins: 
 Comfort the homesick. 
 Open your doors to others. 
 Seek sanctuary. 
 Be brave enough to go home by another way. 
 And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed – so come back soon. 
In the name of our God – Father, Son, and Spirit – go in peace.  Amen. 
 
Postlude             O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright          Johann Christoph Bach 

 
…sending in God’s name.”							 

	
 

Leading Worship: 
Liturgy – Lou Wylie 

Music Director – Sheri Melton 
Pastor – Ashley Sanders 

 
 

“Christ Be Our Light” Bernadette Farrell ©1993, OCP Publishing 
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-730806.  All rights reserved. 

Liturgy adapted from “Close to Home” by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 
	


