
 1 

The Presbyterian Church on Edisto Island 
Sunday, December 19, 2021 

10:00 AM 

 
 

Printed words to music and prayers are to use as silent meditation during the service.   
Bolded words are to use as congregational response while wearing a mask. 

 

*Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

“Gathering in God’s presence… 
 

Ringing of the Hour 
 

Words of Welcome and Announcements                       Tricia Yandle 
 

Minute for Mission – Christmas Joy Offering        Chris Rogillio 
 

Prelude                                      Of the Father’s Love Begotten             Divinum Mysterium     
 

*Call to Worship 
We are seeking— 
deeper faith, a place to belong, the feeling that God is here in this room. 
We are seeking— 
joy that overflows, the movement of the Spirit, a hand to hold when alone in the dark. 
We are seeking— 
the freedom to be, the courage to love, the conviction to act in the face of injustice. 
We are seeking, but here in this space, 
We are found. 
Take a deep breath. This is your sanctuary. 
God is here. We are found. Amen. 

 

Instrumental Hymn                           Love Has Come                                                               Bring a Torch 
 

Love has come; a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

Hear how their song of joy arises: 
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
What is the name her heart is saying? 

Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers. 
Love! Love! Jesus, Emmanuel. 

Love has come and never will leave us! 
Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high.
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Candle Lighting Liturgy – Candle of Love              The Anderson Family 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 
God of safe spaces, we wish we were more like Mary, who in the face of great change, went and sought 
help. She did not wait for help to find her; she walked to the shelter she needed. Too often we wait silently 
for the world to change around us instead of speaking up for the things we need. Forgive us for failing to 
care for ourselves the way you would care for us. Give us the courage to be more like Mary. 
 

God of safe places, we wish we were more like Elizabeth, who greeted Mary with laughter and contagious 
joy. How many people have crossed our doorstep and how many times have we failed to see them? Give us 
the courage of Mary, and the grace of Elizabeth. Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 

Musical Response      O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      Veni Emmanuel 
 

O Come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

*Words of Forgiveness 
Family of faith, even if we miss the person standing on our doorstep, even if we fail to care for ourselves the 
way God would care for us, even if we forget and ignore, turn away and shut down, God still loves us. There is 
nothing we can do to lose God’s love. Rest in this promise: 

If we get lost, we will be found. 
If we mess up, we are forgiven. 
If we withhold love, God is lavish in loving us. 
We are claimed. We are loved. We are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

*Musical Response       Of the Father’s Love Begotten                         Divinum Mysterium     
 

Christ, to thee with God the Father, and, O Holy Ghost, to thee 
hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

and unwearied praises be. 
Honor, glory, and dominion, and eternal victory. 

Evermore and evermore! 
 

Hearing God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

The Scripture Read      Luke 1:39-55 
 

39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40 where she entered the house of 
Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb. 43 And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard 
the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who believed that there would 
be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”46 And Mary said, 
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“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 

Children’s Sermon  
 

Anthem            My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout                    Canticle of the Turning 

 

1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
that the God of my heart is great, 

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
that you bring to the ones who wait. 

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 
and my weakness you did not spurn, 

so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
Could the world be about to turn? 

 

Refrain:  My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn. 

 

2. Though I am small, my God, my all, 
you work great things in me, 

and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
to the end of the age to be. 

Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
and to those who would for you yearn, 

you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn. 

 

Refrain:  My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn.

 
3. From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 

not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears  

every tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, 

for the food they can never earn; 
there are tables spread; every mouth be fed, 

for the world is about to turn. 
 

Refrain:  My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn. 

4. Though the nations rage from age to age, 
we remember who holds us fast: 

God’s mercy must deliver us  
from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard 
is the promise which holds us bound, 

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
who is turning the world around. 

 

Refrain:  My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
and the world is about to turn.
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Reflection        seeking sanctuary                   Rev. Ashley R. Sanders 
 

Our Response 
 

Prayers for the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing of Tithes & Offerings 
Kindly place your offering in one of the baskets as you leave the service.  Or, consider online giving by going to our 
website (www.pcedisto.org) and clicking “Give Online” or text the amount you’d like to give to 833-458-3379, click the 
link they send you, and fill out the information requested.  This is a safe and secure way to give your tithe or offering to 
the church.   
 

Musical Response   Christ, Be Our Light                           Christ be our Light 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come. 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Benediction 
As you leave this service, your service begins: 
 Comfort the homesick. 
 Open your doors to others. 
 Seek sanctuary. 
 Be brave enough to go home by another way. 
 And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed – so come back soon. 
In the name of our God – Father, Son, and Spirit – go in peace.  Amen. 
 

Postlude         Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                      In dulci jubilo  
 

…sending in God’s name.”        
 

Leading Worship: 
Liturgy – Tricia Yandle 

Advent Candles – The Anderson Family 
Guitar and Vocals – Sam Plexico & Sheri Melton 

Music Director – Sheri Melton 
Pastor – Ashley Sanders 

 
 

Session: 
Linda Manus, Clerk 

Ted Luckadoo, Administration 
Allen Woods, Buildings & Grounds 
Brian Evans, Christian Education 

Ann Atchley, Fellowship 
Pam McAlhany, Mission 

Sam Plexico, Stewardship & Finance 
Lou Wylie, Worship

 

“Love Has Come” Words: Ken Bible ©1996, LNWhymns.com (admin. Music Services) 
“My Soul Cries Out With a Joyful Shout” Words: Rory Cooney, Music: Irish melody; arr. Rory Cooney,  

©1990 GIA Publications Inc.  
“Christ Be Our Light” Bernadette Farrell ©1993, OCP Publishing 

Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-730806.  All rights reserved. 

Liturgy adapted from “Close to Home” by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

http://www.pcedisto.org/

