
  

The Presbyterian Church on Edisto Island 
Sunday, December 12, 2021 

10:00 AM 
 

 
 

Printed words to music and prayers are to use as silent meditation during the service.   
Bolded words are to use as congregational response while wearing a mask. 

 
*Please stand in body or in spirit. 

    
“Gathering in God’s presence… 
 

Ringing of the Hour 
 

Words of Welcome and Announcements                Ron Scroggy 
 

Prelude                 Prepare the Way, O Zion        Bereden Vag For Herran 
    

Prepare the way, O Zion, Your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley, A level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in glory, Foretold in sacred story. 
O blest is Christ that came, In God’s most holy name. 

 

*Call to Worship 
A voice calls out in the wilderness. 
It sings of a home for all. It speaks of justice and peace. 
We could choose to ignore it. 
We could drown out that song. We could choose not to listen. 
Instead, we come into this space. 
We let the world grow quiet. We listen. 
A voice calls out in the wilderness. Do you hear it? 
We hear it. In listening, we worship. 
Let us draw near to God. 
 

Instrumental Hymn   O Come, All Ye Faithful    Adeste Fideles  
 

O Come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come, and behold Him, Born the King of angels! 
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 
 



  

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning, 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 

Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation! 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all Glory in the highest! 

O come, let us adore Him,  
O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

Candle Lighting Liturgy – Candle of Joy                            The Rizer Family 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 
We know that the church is your house, and your house has room for everyone. Yet, too often, instead of 
setting the table for our neighbors, we block the door. Instead of welcoming all, we judge others by our own 
standards. Instead of sharing our second coat, we hide it in the attic, holding on to fear instead of letting go 
with love. Remind us that your home is a home for all, that truth requires hard work, that truth requires 
uncomfortable justice. Help us to be bold enough to see it and brave enough to live it. With hope we pray, 
amen. 
 

Musical Response     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      Veni Emmanuel 
 

O Come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

*Words of Forgiveness 
Family of faith, God sent prophets like John the Baptist to us because this work is not easy. Helping create a 
world where all might have a home, and all might be loved, and all might know peace, is an audacious goal. 
Fortunately for us, when we mess up—when we lose our way or forget our call—we are met with grace. God 
could not love us any more or any less than God already does.  So rest in this good news: 
We are at home with God— forgiven, claimed, and loved. The door is always open for us. Thanks be to God. 
Amen. 
 

*Musical Response    Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                          Truro       
 

Redeemer, come! I open wide my heart to thee, here, Lord abide. 
Let me thy inner presence feel; thy grace and love in me reveal. 

 

Hearing God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

The Scripture Read      Luke 3:1-18 
 

3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was 
ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of 
Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3 He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 



  

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
    and the rough ways made smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 

7 John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the ax is lying at the 
root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 

10 And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11 In reply he said to them, “Whoever has two coats must 
share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.” 12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13 He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 
you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might 
be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with[e] the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire. 
 

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 

Children’s Sermon  
 

Anthem                      A Home for All                                                Mendelssohn 
 

Light the candles, deck the halls 
We are making room for all 

Practice hospitality  
Give in Christian charity 

But to create lasting change 
A transactional exchange 

Won’t make straight our crooked ways 
Or lift valleys into plains 

Prophets of the ages call: 
“We must build a home for all!” 

 

Stack the gifts beneath the tree 
Hang the lights where all can see 
Send cards full of Christmas cheer 

To the family far and near 
But the greatest gift we share 
Is a world that’s just and fair 
Though it feels so far away 

We work for God’s promised day 
Prophets of the ages call: 

“We must build a home for all!” 

Set the table for a feast 
Crystal, china, silver gleam 

Once the banquet has been blessed 
Gather ’round in Christmas best 
But Christ’s table has been set 

With the simplest meal of bread 
Offering abundant grace 

Here all people have a place 
Prophets of the ages call: 

“We must build a home for all!” 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3%3A1-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-25034e


  

Reflection          a home for all                  Rev. Ashley R. Sanders 
 

Our Response 
 

Prayers for the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing of Tithes & Offerings 
Kindly place your offering in one of the baskets as you leave the service.  Or, consider online giving by going to our 
website (www.pcedisto.org) and clicking “Give Online” or text the amount you’d like to give to 833-458-3379, click the 
link they send you, and fill out the information requested.  This is a safe and secure way to give your tithe or offering to 
the church.   
 

Musical Response   Christ, Be Our Light                           Christ be our Light 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come. 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Benediction 
As you leave this service, your service begins: 
 Comfort the homesick. 
 Open your doors to others. 
 Seek sanctuary. 
 Be brave enough to go home by another way. 
 And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed – so come back soon. 
In the name of our God – Father, Son, and Spirit – go in peace.  Amen. 
 

Postlude     O Come, All Ye Faithful    Adeste Fideles 

 
…sending in God’s name.”        

Session: 
Linda Manus, Clerk 

Ted Luckadoo, Administration 
Allen Woods, Buildings & Grounds 
Brian Evans, Christian Education 

Ann Atchley, Fellowship 
Pam McAlhany, Mission 

Sam Plexico, Stewardship & Finance 
Lou Wylie, Worship 

 

 
Leading Worship: 

Liturgy – Ron Scroggy 
Advent Candles – The Rizer Family 

Vocalists – Ross Sanders and Linda Scroggy 
Music Director – Sheri Melton 

Pastor – Ashley Sanders 
 
 

“Christ Be Our Light” Bernadette Farrell ©1993, OCP Publishing 
Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-730806.  All rights reserved. 

“A Home For All” Words ©2021,  Rev. Anna Strickland, Commissioned by A Sanctified Art LLC 
Liturgy adapted from “Close to Home” by Rev. Sarah Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

http://www.pcedisto.org/

