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Reflections of Those Whose Lives Were Transformed by the Death of Jesus 
 

Call to Worship  
 

     Leader: Each day is a gift from God,  
     All:  each moment is that opportunity to reach out in service to all creation. 
     Leader: Each day is a reminder of the new covenant: 
     All:  not written on stone tablets easily broken, but inscribed on our hearts filled with  

joy and hope. 
     Leader: Each day we draw closer to God, 
     All:  who has forgotten more than we ever learn; who has forgiven more than we  

ever acknowledge. 
     Leader: Let us worship God. 
 
Hymn              Beneath the Cross of Jesus                             St. Christopher 
 

Beneath the cross of Jesus, I fain would take my stand, 
The shadow of a mighty rock, With in a weary land; 
A home within the wilderness, a rest upon the way, 

From the burning of the noontide heat, And the burden of the day. 
 

Upon the cross of Jesus, Mine yes at times can see 
The very dying from of One, Who suffered there for me: 

And from my stricken heart with tears, Two wonders I confess: 
The wonders of redeeming love, And my unworthiness. 

 
Call to Confession 
 

The Gospel tells us that it was dark as Judas went out to betray Jesus.  Darkness too surrounds our lives.  
Let us open up and bear witness to the ways we have sinned, trusting that God’s light will enter in. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 

     Leader: We have sinned in many ways. 
 

     All:  Forgive us, Lord. 
 

     Leader: We are filled with anger and hatred. 
 

     All:  We hurt each other needlessly.  Forgive us, Lord. 
 

     Leader: We are filled with jealousy and envy. 
 

     All:  We resent it when others have more than we.  Forgive us, Lord. 
 

     Leader: We are afraid and lonely. 
 

     All:  We don’t take risks, even for Your sake.  Forgive us, Lord. 
 

     Leader: We are selfish and proud. 
 

     All:  We feel better than others, and are insensitive to their needs.  Forgive us, Lord. 
 

     Leader: We are lazy and apathetic. 
 

     All:  We ignore the needs of others or don’t know they exist.  Forgive us, Lord.  For these  
and all our sins, forgive us, Lord. 

 

   (pause for silent confession) 



 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
 

     Leader: Jesus said: "I came not to judge the world, but to save the world" and "having loved his own  
who were in the world, he loved them to the end."   The good news therefore is this: In Jesus  
Christ, we are loved and we are forgiven. 

 

     All:  Thanks be to God! 
 
Sung Response     We Are Forgiven 

We are forgiven.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God. 
We are forgiven.  We are forgiven.  Thanks be to God.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 

Faithful God, you save those who believe.  Enlighten us to your wisdom; teach us to look beyond our 
foolish ways and receive the message of the cross.  In the name of Jesus who died and was raised.  Amen. 
 
Scripture                     John 13:21-30 
 

21 After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray 
me.’ 22The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. 23One of his disciples—
the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; 24Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask 
Jesus of whom he was speaking. 25So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’ 26Jesus 
answered, ‘It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’ So when he 
had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 27After he received the piece of 
bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, ‘Do quickly what you are going to do.’ 28Now no one at 
the table knew why he said this to him. 29Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus 
was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the festival’; or, that he should give something to the poor. 30So, 
after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Reflection                            Judas the Betrayer 
 
Musical & Spiritual Offering When We Are Tempted to Deny Your Son                 PSALM 22 
 

During this time of reflection, consider the ways you have betrayed Christ or sought after your own gain.  As 
you offer those times to Jesus, allow the weight of that sin to rest in the purse of silver and not on your soul.    
 
Prayer of the Day 
 

God of light, you do not see as others see.  Look beyond our limitation and our betrayals and make us 
strong and beautiful for your purpose.  Help us now to see Jesus, your Son, that though he was despised 
and rejected, became our beautiful Savior.  Show us Jesus’ face in the face of those who suffer and lead us 
to give your healing touch to all.  In Jesus’ name; 
Amen. 
 
Benediction 
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