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Benediction
As you leave this service, your service begins:
Comfort the homesick.
Open your doors to others.
Seek sanctuary.
Be brave enough to go home by another way.
And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed – so come back soon.
In the name of our God – Father, Son, and Spirit – go in peace. Amen.

Postlude

Come, Come Emmanuel

Come, Come Emmanuel
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Printed words to music and prayers are to use as silent meditation during the service. Bolded words are to use as
congregational response while wearing a mask.
*Please stand in body or in spirit.

“Gathering in God’s presence…

Ringing of the Hour
Words of Welcome and Announcements
Prelude

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Jim McCord
Veni Emmanuel

*Call to Worship
Can one be homesick for something you’ve never known?
We are homesick for a just world,
for peace like rivers,
for the end of suffering.
Yes, we are homesick—
for joy that is contagious,
for nations that feel like neighbors,
and for hospitals that run empty.
We are homesick for the world God promises.
We are homesick, but we are on our way.
God is here. God is still creating.
Let us worship Holy God.

Instrumental Hymn

While We are Waiting, Come
While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.
With power and glory, come; with power and glory, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.
Come, Savior, quickly come; come, Savior, quickly come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting come.

WAITING

Candle Lighting Liturgy – Candle of Hope

The Fontaine Family

Call to Confession

34

“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life,
and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole
earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and
to stand before the Son of Man.”

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God,
We find ourselves with two options every day—
to stay homesick for the world you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win.
Do we hope against hope, or do we throw in the towel?
Do we insist on a better world, or do we assume it’s impossible?
Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins.
Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt instead of using it to fuel a better world.
Kindle in us a hope that won’t let go.
Gratefully we pray, amen.

Musical Response

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Children’s Sermon
Anthem

Veni Emmanuel

O Come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer
our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

Valet Will Ich Dir Geben

Love caused your incarnation; love brought you down to me;
Your thirst for my salvation procured my liberty.
O love beyond all telling, that led you to embrace
in love, all loves excelling, our lost and fallen race.

Hearing God’s Word
Prayer for Illumination

25

homesick

Rev. Ashley R. Sanders

Our Response

Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when we give up on hope, God does not give up on us.
We are loved. We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s home. So hear and trust this good news:
There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can separate us from that love. We are
claimed. We are forgiven. We are welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Musical Response

See Fig Leaves Now Sprouting
Es Ist Ein’ Ros’
See fig tree leaves now sprouting
Sun, moon, and stars above us
Soon summer comes again
Speak of God’s promised day
Creation groans in labor
To make space for our new home
For God’s reign to begin
This world must pass away
We wait with bated breath
When we are filled with dread
Home-sick for God’s true kingdom
The words of Christ uphold us:
Age without hate or death
“Arise and raise your head”

Reflection

*Words of Forgiveness

The Scripture Read

the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken
place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

Prayers for the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Offering
Sharing of Tithes & Offerings
Kindly place your offering in one of the baskets as you leave the service. Or, consider online giving by going to our
website (www.pcedisto.org) and clicking “Give Online” or text the amount you’d like to give to 833-458-3379, click the
link they send you, and fill out the information requested. This is a safe and secure way to give your tithe or offering to
the church.

Musical Response
Luke 21:25-36

“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the
roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great
glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.” 29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see
for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that

Christ, Be Our Light

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come.
Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Prayer of Dedication

Christ be our Light

