
 

The Presbyterian Church on Edisto Island 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 

10:00 AM 

 
 

Printed words to music and prayers are to use as silent meditation during the service. 
Bolded words are to use as congregational response while wearing a mask. 

 
*Please stand in body or in spirit. 
 

“Gathering in God’s presence… 
 

Ringing of the Hour 
 

Words of Welcome and Announcements                         Pam McAlhany 
 

Prelude                Come Now, O Prince of Peace                  O-So-So 
 

Come now, O Prince of Peace; make us one body.  Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people. 
 

Come now, O God of love; make us one body.  Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people. 
 

Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior.  Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people. 
 

Come, hope of unity; make us one body.  Come, O Lord Jesus; reconcile all people. 
 

*Call to Worship 
If life was a home, then we would pray— 

may love be the foundation. 
May God be the cornerstone. 
May the Spirit be the windows—ushering light in. 
And may hope be the walls—holding us together. 

In this hour of worship, let us work toward building that home together. 
We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now. 
Let us give thanks for a foundation of love. 
Let us worship Holy God. 
 

Instrumental Hymn                  It Came Upon a Midnight Clear                       Carol 
 

It came upon the midnight clear,  
That glorious song of old, 

From angels bending near the earth, 
To touch their harps of gold: 

“Peace on the earth, good will to all, 
From heaven’s all gracious King”: 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 

To hear the angels sing. 



 

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow, 

Look now! For glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing: 

O rest beside the weary road, 
And hear the angels sing. 

 

For lo, the days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 

When with the ever-circling years 
Comes round the age of gold; 

When peace shall over all the earth  
Its ancient splendors fling, 

And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

 

Candle Lighting Liturgy – Candle of Peace                The Parsons Family 
 

Call to Confession 
 

Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, when John was Born, Zechariah leaned down and whispered words of love into his ear. We know 
that you do the same for us, day in and day out, yet we fail to hear it. 

We forget that in the beginning we were made good. 
We doubt that we could possibly be enough. 
We hustle for our self-worth and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection. 
We deflect words of praise. 
We hide behind shiny first impressions. 

Forgive us. Trusting our worth is the hardest job. 
Open our ears as you open our hearts, so that we might rest on the foundation of goodness you have laid 
for us. Gratefully we pray, amen. 
 

Musical Response     O Come, O Come, Emmanuel      Veni Emmanuel 
 

O Come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

*Words of Forgiveness 
Family of faith, no matter how old we get, God continues to say to us: 
“You are loved; you are forgiven.” 
That is the foundation of our lives. That is the truth upon which we build our home. 
So breathe deeply. There is grace and peace here. 
Join me in proclaiming this good news: 

We are loved. We are forgiven. We are claimed. This is our foundation. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

*Musical Response              Love Has Come                     Bring a torch         
 

Love has come: a light in the darkness! 
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies, 
See all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

Hear how their song of joy arises: 
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savoir! 

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 



 

Hearing God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

The Scripture Read      Luke 1:57-80 
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord 
had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 
 

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his 
father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” 61 They said to her, “None of your relatives has this 
name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a 
writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and 
his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things were 
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them and said, “What then will 
this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 
 

67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
 

68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
    for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 
69 He has raised up a mighty savior for us 
    in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71     that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
    and has remembered his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
    to grant us 74 that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in holiness and righteousness 
    before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
    for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
    by the forgiveness of their sins. 
78 By the tender mercy of our God, 
    the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
    to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
80 The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to Israel. 
 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Anthem                    Zechariah’s Lullaby                                      Cradle Song 
 

When old Zechariah held his baby son, He blessed him and dreamed of what he would become 
As baby John rocked in the temple that morn, This song Zechariah sang for his newborn 

 

“And you child will be called a prophet of Christ, To bring hope to hearts and to shadows the light 
For God has sent visions of what you will do, A dream to proclaim and a world to renew” 

 

We lay a foundation for what is to be, Not knowing yet praying for what we can’t see 
We trust in God’s imagination to build, From blueprints and hope or a dream yet fulfilled 

 

Reflection      laying the foundation              Rev. Ashley R. Sanders 

 
Our Response 



 

 

Prayers for the People & The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Sharing of Tithes & Offerings 
Kindly place your offering in one of the baskets as you leave the service.  Or, consider online giving by going to our 
website (www.pcedisto.org) and clicking “Give Online” or text the amount you’d like to give to 833-458-3379, click the 
link they send you, and fill out the information requested.  This is a safe and secure way to give your tithe or offering to 
the church.   
 

Musical Response   Christ, Be Our Light                           Christ be our Light 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, making your kingdom come. 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Benediction 
As you leave this service, your service begins: 
 Comfort the homesick. 
 Open your doors to others. 
 Seek sanctuary. 
 Be brave enough to go home by another way. 
 And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed – so come back soon. 
In the name of our God – Father, Son, and Spirit – go in peace.  Amen. 
 

Postlude         Love Has Come                     Bring a torch         
 

…sending in God’s name.”        
 

Leading Worship: 
Liturgy – Pam McAlhany 

Advent Candles – The Parsons Family 
Vocalist – David Yandle 

Music Director – Sheri Melton 
Pastor – Ashley Sanders 

 
 
 

Session: 
Linda Manus, Clerk 

Ted Luckadoo, Administration 
Allen Woods, Buildings & Grounds 
Brian Evans, Christian Education 

Ann Atchley, Fellowship 
Pam McAlhany, Mission 

Sam Plexico, Stewardship & Finance 
Lou Wylie, Worship 
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