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Welcome 

What was it like for the disciples in the days following Easter?  Jesus had appeared to them 

on Easter evening, as they were gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem.  Then they knew God 

had raised him from the dead, that Jesus’ death on the cross was not the end, but that God had 

won the victory over sin and death forever.  Jesus showed them the nail prints in his hands, the 

scar from the spear in his side.  Their hearts were filled with joy…  but Jesus did not remain 

there with them—too soon, he disappeared from their sight.  It would be another week, the 

Sunday after Easter, when he would appear to them again in the upper room.    

During that week, they must have spent long hours talking together about Jesus—the 

miracles he did, the things he had taught them, the meaning of his words & actions.  No doubt, 

they puzzled over the events that had taken place in this very room.  They would have thought 

back to the last night before his death, when they had celebrated the Passover meal here 

together.   

In the middle of the meal, Jesus had gotten up, and taken a basin filled with water & a 

towel.  Like the lowest servant, he had begun to wash the disciples’ feet—their dusty, stinky 

feet.  At the time, they hadn’t understood.  In fact, Peter had said what was on each of their 

hearts:  “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”  Jesus had replied, “You do not realize now 

what I am doing, but later you will understand.”  Peter had responded, “No, you shall never 

wash my feet.”  But Jesus had answered, “If I do not wash you, you have no part in me.”  And 

so, he had washed their feet.    
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Then, at supper, he took the bread, and gave thanks, and broke it and gave it to them, 

saying, “This is my body which is broken for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  And after 

the meal, he had taken the cup, and after giving thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

At the time they had not understood; but now, in these days following Jesus’ death & 

resurrection, they began to comprehend the deep meaning of the events at that Passover meal.  

And we, looking back, can begin to understand as well.   

Jesus’ actions can be summed up in one word:  “Welcome.”   Welcome.   In Jesus’ day, 

when you went to someone’s home, they welcomed you with a basin of water, and a servant 

would wash the dirt & grime from your feet, so you could relax and feel at home. 

At the Passover meal, Jesus realized that no one had provided for this need.  So, he himself 

knelt to wash their feet.  He wanted to make sure that the disciples felt welcomed in his love.  

The Gospel of John tells us, “When Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this 

world to the [heavenly] Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 

the end.” (John 13:1). 

That’s what Jesus wants us to know, too, here today, as we come to the Lord’s table, 

remembering that Passover meal in the upper room.  We are Jesus’ own followers; he claims us 

as his own.  Jesus loves us… loves us completely, fully, just as he did those first disciples.  

Even when we are not very loveable, he still loves us.  After all, within hours after the Last 

Supper, Judas would betray Jesus, Peter would deny Jesus, and all the disciples would desert 
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him.  Yet, “he loved them to the end.”  And he loves us to the end, giving his life on the cross 

for us.  We are welcome in his love. 

Secondly, we are welcomed into his forgiveness.  When Jesus shared the cup at the Last 

Supper, he promised his disciples, “This is the cup of the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.”  We come this morning burdened down by our 

sins and failings.  But, we don’t need to carry the burden of sin home with us; Jesus took that 

burden to the cross, so that we might be freed from all the sins that would separate us from God, 

freed for a new beginning, new life in Him. 

Welcome.  We are welcomed into love, into forgiveness…  and into fellowship.  

Fellowship—the deep caring and support that is meant to characterize Christian life together.  

But there’s so much that gets in the way of true fellowship.  That happened even at the Last 

Supper.  Luke tells us that “a dispute arose among [the disciples], which of them was to be 

regarded as the greatest.”  (Luke 22:24)  I think that’s why Jesus got up in the middle of the 

meal to do a lowly servant’s task by washing their feet.  He wanted to show them in a dramatic 

way what it means to live in fellowship.   

For us, too, the Lord’s Supper is an invitation to fellowship. One of the most meaningful 

things we can do during Communion is to pray for each person as they receive the bread and 

cup—with prayers of gratitude for the ways they bless our lives, and prayers of intercession for 

the needs they are experiencing. 

There is a 4
th

 welcome in the Last Supper.  We are welcomed into service.  Jesus told his 

disciples, “You call me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  If I then, your Lord 
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and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I have 

given you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.”  (John 13: 13-15) 

Think about it:  Who is one person who needs you to serve them in the coming week?  Who 

needs your help, your service?  What is one specific action you could take to assist them?  

Service to others in Christ’s name is often difficult & challenging.  That’s why Communion is 

so important—as we come to the Lord’s Table, we are strengthened to follow Christ’s example 

in our daily lives. 

Welcome—Jesus washed his disciples’ feet as a sign of welcome in his love, welcome to 

his forgiveness, welcome to fellowship, welcome to service… and also, welcome home… 

welcome home to heaven.  That night in the upper room, Jesus wanted his disciples to know 

what would happen after he died on the cross.  He told them:  “In my Father’s house are many 

rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go and prepare a place for you?  And when 

I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am 

you may be also.”  (John 14:2-3)   

When we come to the Lord’s Table, we remember Jesus’ promise.  This meal with Jesus 

points us toward the future.  We live in hope, Easter hope, knowing that someday we will join 

Christ and all those who have gone before us, and feast at his heavenly banquet. 

So come, come now to share in the Lord’s Supper, for all are welcome…  welcome indeed. 

 

 

 


