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Jesus Welcomes Kids 

Today, we are again looking at where the ancient footprints of Jesus lead us.  We come to 

my #1 favorite scripture passage in the entire Bible. It’s the account of Jesus blessing the 

children. 

Picture the day…  It’s early Spring,  the bright sun is surprisingly warm, and Jesus & his 

friends, the 12 disciples, are walking along the dusty roadway.  They are traveling from Galilee 

in the north of the country, toward the city of Jerusalem, where they will celebrate the Passover.  

Everywhere they go, they are met by crowds of people, eager to hear Jesus’ teaching about God, 

and pressing close to Jesus, seeking healing from disease and distress.  Jesus is exhausted—the 

constant demands of ministering to the crowds have worn him out.  At noon, they find a quiet 

place beneath an old shade tree, stretch their weary muscles, and sit down to rest.  Jesus, leaning 

against the trunk of the ancient tree, closes his eyes and drifts off to sleep…   But then, a group 

of parents approaches…  They want Jesus to bless their kids, to reach out with God’s power for 

their children—healing, protecting, strengthening.   “Shhh…”  The disciples know the depth of 

Jesus’ fatigue.  They turn the parents away, “Don’t bother the teacher now.  He’s sleeping.  Go 

away.  He has more important things to do.”  

Jesus wakes and sees what’s happening.  He beckons the kids over.  There’s quite a 

group…  a teen-age girl carrying her baby sister, a kid limping along on crutches, three boys—

obviously friends—running back and forth…  a quiet, shy-looking youth…  a blind child being 

led by the hand, a girl with tears running down her cheeks, a youngster singing a song, some 

toddlers...  Jesus beckons them all to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, don’t hinder 

them, for to such as these belongs the Kingdom of God.” 
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And Jesus talks with each one, listening carefully…  giving them a hug, putting his hand 

upon their head in blessing…  he laughs at their jokes, answers their questions, even kicks the 

ball around with the 3 rambunctious boys…  clearly, these kids are important to him…  it seems 

he has all the time in the world for them…  and it’s late in the afternoon before the families 

head at last for home.  

It’s a beautiful story from Jesus’ life…  but what does it mean for us today?   It seems to me 

that this story is about 3 things:  bringing kids, blocking kids, and blessing kids.  3 central 

lessons are emphasized here: bringing kids, blocking kids, and blessing kids.  Let’s look more 

closely at each one…  starting at the end of the story, and working our way back to the 

beginning. 

This event in Jesus’ life ends with Jesus taking the children in his arms, and laying his 

hands upon them in blessing.  This is what Jesus wants us to know about kids.  Each one is 

important to God.  Each one is loved deeply and completely by God.  You kids out there, this 

Bible passage is for you…  You are important to God.  You are loved deeply and completely by 

God.   

And not just the kids in church this morning.  For all of us, let’s think about the kids in our 

life.  Focus on one or two kids you know.  It could be your own son or daughter, or grandson or 

granddaughter, or a great-grandchild, a niece or nephew…  It could be a kid in the 

neighborhood, or someone you know from school, or from church…  Each one of these kids is 

important to God.  Each one is loved deeply and completely by God.  

And, it’s also about the kids we’ve never met.  Especially, the kids in difficult 

circumstances…  those who struggle in school, those who are hospitalized, those who are 
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homeless, those who live with disabilities, those without families who care, those all around the 

world who are living in poverty, or in places of relentless violence, those who are desperately 

hungry, those who have no opportunity to go to school, those who are refugees—fleeing war 

and natural disaster. 

Each one is important to God.  Each one is loved deeply and completely by God.  And Jesus 

reaches out to them to bless them.   

However, just as the disciples attempted to block the kids from approaching Jesus, still 

today there are so many blocking forces.  What is it that blocks the children you know from 

fully entering in to Jesus’ presence? 

Well, first-off, there’s the society we live in.  Spirituality is not a priority in our world.  Add 

to that the frantic pace of life.  The result:  there’s little time or opportunity for kids to learn 

about God and grow in faith. 

Then, for other kids, it’s the heavy burdens that life has placed on them…  the problems 

they face, or grief, or guilt, or inner wounds…  So many kids whose life circumstances make it 

hard to experience the love of God. 

The Bible tells us that Jesus was indignant that the disciples tried to block the kids from 

coming to him.  Indignant.  It’s the only place in the scriptures which uses this word to describe 

Jesus.  Jesus is indignant still today about the things which attempt to block kids from him. 

And that’s where we come in.  This scripture encourages us to focus on bringing kids… 

bringing kids into Jesus’ presence, just like the parents did 2000 years ago. 

So how do we do that?  We begin with prayer.  Prayer that God will show us the one kid or 

the one place where we can make a difference.  It’s easy to spread ourselves too thin.  Prayer for 
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God’s guidance can help us focus our efforts to a specific kid—to reach out to a specific kid 

God has chosen for us. 

The second way in which prayer will guide us is in figuring out what to do.  How can I 

bring this particular kid closer to God?  What are some of the possibilities which come to your 

mind?  As I think about it, here are some things which come to mind.  First, we can help kids 

learn about God by spending quality time together—that’s number one in importance.    How 

could you make that happen in your life?  How could you carve out more time for kids?   

It’s also important to listen to kids… Being open to their questions, and encouraging them 

to explore their thoughts…  not giving them answers, but helping them live into the questions.   

Here’s one that’s not easy, but is essential: being a good role model.  Kids learn more from 

what we do than what we say.  Another way to support kids is by affirming them—catch them 

doing good things and let them know that you’re proud of them.    

Just a few weeks ago, we celebrated the life of Howard Cuykendall—who for many years 

was a teacher and coach here in North Rose.  As his family, friends, and students shared about 

his life, one thing that impressed me was that he had a way of making every situation into a 

coachable moment.  A coachable moment.  I’d like to suggest that we do something similar—

that we approach each occasion with a kid as a spiritual moment.  What would make everything 

a spiritual moment?  By being aware of God’s presence in each conversation, in each 

interaction. 

Bringing kids to Jesus—there are so many opportunities for kids to grow in faith:  J4J 

Sunday School, Jr. Choir, Vacation Bible School…  and fun events, like the Easter egg hunt 
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coming up on Sat. Mar. 19…  Girl Scouts, and Boy Scouts, and Boys Brigade are also great 

ways for kids to grow in skills, in friendship, and in faith.   

Our summer church camp, Camp Casowasco, offers a wonderful opportunity for kids to 

grow closer to God.  And there’s our Middle School Youth Group and our High School Youth 

Group, youth retreats & mission trips.  These are all ways of bringing kids to Jesus.  Sometimes 

families are concerned about the cost.  However, our congregation is committed to helping 

families financially when needed so that every kid can have these spiritual experiences.  If you 

know of a family who might benefit from financial help, just see me, or Shannon MacRae (our 

campership coordinator), or one of the youth group leaders (Roxie Walker, Randy & Renée 

Stewart). 

Bringing children to Jesus—one more way that God may be guiding us to help is by 

supporting their parents & grandparents.  Parents & grandparents need encouragement in this 

essential ministry of raising kids.  They need times when they get a break…  things that lift 

their spirits…  What’s one thing you could do to support parents & grandparents? 

As we pray, we become aware of the kids who most need our support and we become aware 

of the ways we can reach out.  And a third thing, as we pray, we become aware of God’s 

strength & help….  God wants us to reach out to kids, and God will give us the grace to make 

that happen, when we turn to him in prayer. 

And so, we look around us, thinking of all the kids in our family, our community, our 

world…  And we hear Jesus’ voice, echoing through the centuries:  “Let the children come to 

me, do not hinder them; for to such belongs the Kingdom of God.”  Amen. 

 


