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Go, Light Your World (Luke 10: 1-12) 

In the Bible, in the Gospel of Matthew (28:19), we find Jesus’ last words to his disciples before he 

ascended into heaven.  These words are not only his instructions for the 12 apostles; these words are his 

instructions for us, today:  “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations.” 

As United Methodists, we rely on these last words of Jesus as the foundation of our mission statement:  

“The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

But how do we do this?  How do we make disciples?  What actions are required of us—required of you and 

me?   

When he lived on earth, Jesus wanted to make sure that his followers understood how to help others 

become disciples.  There was one time in particular, when Jesus focused on teaching about disciple-making; we 

find an account of that day in Luke 10:1-12.  I’d encourage you to turn to that passage in your Bible:  Luke 10: 

1-12.  If you’re using the Bible in the pew, it’s on page 901. 

This was a day toward the end of Jesus’ 3 years of ministry, of teaching the crowds, healing the sick, and 

reaching out to the troubled.  He was traveling toward Jerusalem, knowing that he faced suffering and death 

there.  He must have felt an urgency about helping his followers learn how to carry on his mission.  So, he 

chose 70 people who believed in him—not the 12 apostles, but 70 additional followers.  The number 70 is 

significant here—it represents the Biblical number of the number of countries in the world (which we find in 

Genesis 10).   

He sent these 70 out in two’s—everyone had a partner.  They were to go to the villages in the area and 

prepare them for Jesus’ arrival in their town.  How would they do that?  Jesus directed them to choose a house 

in the village, and to pray for God’s peace for those who lived there. If they sensed this gift of peace was 

received, they were to remain there in that home, eat together, heal the sick, and tell them that the kingdom of 

God had come near.  This was the pattern they were to use for making disciples. 
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There is much we can learn for today—for our responsibility of helping others become Jesus’ followers.  

I’d like to focus on 5 specific guidelines that Jesus gave. 

The first thing we discover is that Jesus emphasizes a problem.  A problem.  Jesus begins by telling his 

followers:  “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.”  (10:2)  Now of course, Jesus is not talking about 

the apple harvest here… nor corn & soybeans…  nor even olives & grapes.  Jesus is referring to people—people 

who are spiritually searching, who feel so distant from God and don’t know how to find their way to him.  The 

problem is that there are so few laborers for this harvest—so few people who are open to reaching out to others, 

to guiding them to God, to encouraging them into faith in Jesus, to helping them receive the Holy Spirit… 

Not much has changed in 2000 years.  In fact, I would say that the potential harvest of those who are 

seeking God is even greater today than in Jesus’ day…  So often, though, the spiritual struggles of those around 

us are almost invisible…  We go through our days, not realizing how many people are hurting, how many 

people are living in darkness. 

One of my favorite Christian songs expresses this need for God’s light.  It’s a song by Chris Rice, entitled 

“Go, Light Your World.”  I’d like to share a video of his song now—and as you listen to it, I encourage you to 

think about people you’ve encountered who are living in darkness. 

[Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUTWR4vVIjU ] 

In the back of the church today, there are baskets of candles.  I’d invite you to take a candle home with 

you—perhaps to put it with your Bible at home—as a way to remember those you know who are living in 

darkness. 

Jesus’ first guideline is for us is to be aware of the problem.  His second guideline:  prayer.  In Luke 10:2, 

we read:  “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest.”  Pray. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TUTWR4vVIjU
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Do we take time to pray for all those who are searching for God?  People in our family, among our friends, 

on our sports team, at school, at work, in the neighborhood?  Do we take time to ask God for guidance as to 

how to reach out, how to be supportive, what words to say? 

Jesus continues his instruction:  “Go your way; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves.  

Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and salute no one on the road.” (10:3-4)  Jesus is acknowledging that it will 

not always be easy, there will be difficulties and struggles and dangers.  So why not prepare carefully, with a 

purse full of money, and a travel bag stuffed full with every possible provision, and an extra pair of sandals, just 

in case...?  Jesus knows us too well.  We’re likely to put all our efforts into the preparation and never get on the 

road to the places of need.  Instead, Jesus urges us to get started, and to rely on God to supply our needs.  It 

sounds foolhardy, but later on in the gospel, we read about the results (Luke 22:35):  Jesus said to his followers, 

“When I sent you out with no purse or bag or sandals, did you lack anything?”  They answered, “Not a thing.”   

As we pray to God, trusting him to take care of all our needs, God will respond “abundantly, far more than we 

can ask or imagine” (Ephesians 3:20, NRSV). 

If we start with a problem, which leads us to prayer, then the next step is to focus on a place.  A place.  Do 

you remember Jesus’ instruction to the 70?  In Luke 10: 5-7 we read that they were supposed to go into a 

village, find a house, and pray “ ‘Peace be to this house.’  And if a son of peace is there, your peace shall rest 

upon him; but if not, it shall return to you.  And remain in the same house…do not go from house to house.”  In 

other words, they were to seek out a place where they would be welcomed. 

Today, in the year 2015, what do we need to do in order to make disciples?  We need to choose one place 

to begin, one person we are going to focus on.  Who is the person you know who is holding their candle with no 

light?  Who is the frustrated brother, who’s tried to light his own candle some other way?  Who is the sister 

who’s been robbed and lied to, who holds a candle without a flame?  What person is God guiding you to?  What 

is their name?  the things they’ve dealt with in the past?  their struggles today?  This is the place where God 

wants you to reach out. 
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The fourth guideline Jesus gives us is: to take a partner.  How did Jesus send the 70 out?  “Two by two.”  

This may be partly because of the law of Moses:  Two witnesses were required for a testimony to be credible.    

The people of Jesus’ day would have expected two persons so that they could authenticate the teaching.  

However, there were no doubt practical reasons as well.  Two people can support each other as they share the 

good news about Jesus.  They can pray for each other.  They can use their strengths & spiritual gifts to 

complement each other—giving a fuller understanding of faith than either of them could alone. 

In this important responsibility of making disciples, of reaching out to those around us to share our faith, 

we need a partner, we need to go “two by two.”  We need someone who will be a prayer partner, who will be an 

accountability partner, who will go with us to places of need.  There’s lots of different ways to accomplish 

this—the important thing is not to be a lone ranger, but to work together in partnership with someone else. 

And so, we respond to the problem of the spiritual struggles in the world with prayer, going to a specific 

place, partnering with a fellow Christian to reach out…  But what exactly do we do?  Jesus’ 5
th

 guideline for us 

is a plan, a 3-part plan.  In Luke 10: 8-9, we read:  “Whenever you enter a town and they receive you, eat what 

is set before you; heal the sick in [that town] and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’”  

Each of these 3 things is important:  “eat what is set before you; heal the sick, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of 

God has come near to you.’” 

“Eat what is set before you…”  at first, that seems like a strange instruction.  But think about it, when do 

the best conversations occur?  Usually, at a meal… relaxing around the dinner table, meeting up at a local diner, 

grabbing a pizza with friends at college, making a fresh pot of coffee and sitting down to talk…  This is what 

Jesus is saying: take time to talk… and to listen…  We begin helping others’ grow in faith by being a good 

friend, sharing time together, conversing about the ups & downs of life.  And one little detail that’s important in 

Jesus’ instruction:  “eat what is set before you.”  “What is set before you…”  Jesus wants us to accept others as 

they are, with what they bring to the table…. It’s not a matter of changing them, but of caring for them. 
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Then, the 2
nd

 part of Jesus’ plan—“heal the sick.”  Provide healing…  this is a broad category—it includes 

everything necessary for physical health and well-being.  As Christians, our responsibility is to help with 

physical needs.  Those needs vary from individual to individual:  food, visits, prayers for healing, helping kids 

with homework, transportation, child care, house repairs, mentoring…  As you think of the specific person that 

God has directed you to, what are some of their physical needs?  How could you help?   

There is also a multitude of ways to help with physical needs here at church.  Many of these ways are listed 

on the spiritual gifts survey which you’ll find in today’s bulletin.  I encourage you to take this home, and to pray 

about where God is leading you to serve.  Perhaps, there is one new way in which you could volunteer to help 

others.  Once you have filled out this survey, please place it in the offering plate next Sunday or mail it to the 

church office.  What a blessing—to reach out to others in need! 

However, Jesus has a 3
rd

 part to his plan for making disciples—and this is the one many of us struggle with 

the most:  “Say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’”  (Luke 10: 9)  Jesus directs us to talk 

with others about Christian faith—about how the kingdom of God has come near to them.  In other words, 

speak about Jesus, because it is through Jesus that we experience God’s kingdom coming on earth.  Talking 

about Jesus—that’s something we can do.  We don’t need fancy words or complex theology; all we need to do 

is to tell of our own experience of Jesus—his love, his forgiveness, his guidance, his peace…  all we need to do 

is talk about how Jesus has made a difference in our lives. 

Jesus is the answer to the dark & hurting times in which we live; Jesus is the light of the world.  When we 

choose to follow him, he places his light in our lives—he sets our candle aflame.  [Light my candle.]  So, let us 

go to make disciples… let us go, light the world. 

Because… 

 “Go, Light Your World”  by Chris Rice 

There is a candle in every soul 

Some brightly burning, some dark and cold 

There is a Spirit who brings a fire 

Ignites a candle and makes His home. 



6 

 

So carry your candle, run to the darkness 

Seek out the helpless, confused and torn 

Hold out your candle for all to see it 

Take your candle, and go light your world 

Take your candle, and go light your world. 

Frustrated brother, see how he's tried to 

Light his own candle some other way 

See now your sister, she's been robbed and lied to 

Still holds a candle without a flame. 

So carry your candle, run to the darkness 

Seek out the lonely, the tired and worn 

Hold out your candle for all to see it 

Take your candle, and go light your world 

Take your candle, and go light your world. 

We are a family whose hearts are blazing 

So let's raise our candles and light up the sky 

Praying to our Father, in the name of Jesus 

Make us a beacon in darkest times. 

So Carry your candle, run to the darkness 

Seek out the helpless, deceived and poor 

Hold out your candle for all to see it 

Take your candle, and go light your world. 

Carry your candle, run to the darkness 

Seek out the helpless, confused and torn 

Hold out your candle for all to see it 

Take your candle, and go light your world 

Take your candle, and go light your world 

Take your candle, and go light your world 

 

 

 


