
1 

 

Jesus’ Easter Words 

It was the day before Easter, and a young mother was coloring Easter eggs with her 3-year-

old son, Michael, and her 2-year-old daughter, Ruthie.  As they decorated the eggs, she told her 

kids about the meaning of Easter, how Jesus had died on Good Friday, but on Easter, God 

raised him to new life.   She explained the traditional Easter morning greeting: “He is risen!....  

He is risen indeed.”  They practiced it together, and made plans to surprise their daddy, who 

was a Methodist pastor, first thing on Easter.  The next morning, 3-year-old Michael was awake 

long before his father, and as soon as Michael heard him stirring, he went running into his 

room.  In his excitement, he shouted at the top of his lungs:  “Daddy, daddy, daddy, daddy…  

God is back!” 

God is back!  Jesus is alive again!  That’s the amazing news of Easter.  

What does it mean for our lives today?  Why is Easter central to our faith?  In order to 

answer those questions, we need to reflect on the first Easter.  Think of what it was like for 

Mary Magdalene.   

Mary Magdalene was one of Jesus’ followers from early on.  Before she had met Jesus, she 

had lived in misery, tormented by demons.  But Jesus had healed her, freeing her from the 

darkness and bringing peace & joy to her life.  There was so much she wanted to learn about 

God, and she listened eagerly as Jesus taught the crowds that the Kingdom of God was at hand.    

Jesus explained that God was at work in the world, establishing his reign of salvation, 

righteousness, and peace.  Mary could see that it was true, as Jesus—with great empathy & 

compassion—healed the sick, forgave the sinners, and brought hope to the hopeless.   
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Along with Peter & John & the rest of the 12 disciples, Mary and a few other women, 

traveled with Jesus from town to town.  For almost 3 years,  he taught & healed the people who 

came to hear—mostly in the northern part of Israel, in Galilee.  Mary & the other women helped 

prepare meals, wash the clothing, take care of the hundreds of details of this life on the road…  

And she believed that someday soon, Jesus would be revealed as the Messiah, the promised 

King, the Son of God, whom God had chosen to rule forever. 

Then, last Sunday, Jesus had entered the holy city of Jerusalem, riding on a donkey in 

fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies, and the crowds had welcomed him as their King, 

waving palm branches & shouting “hosanna” [“save now”].   Mary had thought that this was 

the moment when God would send thousands of angels to defeat the Roman armies occupying 

their country, and to establish Jesus as king.  But nothing like that happened. Instead, on 

Thursday night, Jesus had been arrested by the temple soldiers as he prayed in the Garden of 

Gethsemane, and on Friday, he had been put to death, suffering terribly on the cross, before 

saying his final words, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit,” and then he breathed his 

last. 

It was almost nightfall, which marked the beginning of the Sabbath.  Once the Sabbath 

began, no work could be done, not even the burying of a dead man.  So when the soldiers had 

verified that Jesus was dead, his body was wrapped in a linen shroud and placed in a tomb 

nearby, and a large stone was rolled across the entrance to seal the tomb.  Mary & the other 

women had seen where he was buried.  Since they couldn’t come back to place spices & 
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ointment on his body on Saturday, which was the Sabbath, they planned to return first thing on 

Sunday. 

It was still dark, when Mary got to the tomb that Sunday morning, but she saw something 

terrible had happened.  The stone was rolled away from the entrance to the tomb, and Jesus’ 

body was gone.  It must be that someone had stolen Jesus’ corpse.  Heartbroken, she ran back 

through the streets of Jerusalem to the Upper Room, and told Peter & John what she had found.  

The three of them ran to the tomb.  Peter, then John, went in, but the tomb was empty, except 

for the linen grave cloths.  The men returned home, but as Mary looked into the tomb once 

more, she saw two angels, who said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  She answered:  

“Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 

Then she turned away from the tomb.  Now the sun was shining into her eyes, there just 

above the horizon, and in its brightness, she couldn’t see clearly the man who stood there.   He 

spoke, “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom do you seek?’  She thought he must be the 

caretaker for the garden & the tombs, so she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 

where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  He said, “Mary.”  And then she knew that 

it was Jesus—God had raised him from the dead.  That’s why the tomb was empty…  he was 

alive!  Alive! 

The meaning of Easter was not just for Mary Magdalene.  Its meaning is for each one of us.  

As we think about Jesus’ words on Easter, we realize that he says these same words to us.  This 

morning, I’d like to focus briefly on four things Jesus said that first Easter day. 
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What were Jesus’ very first words on Easter?  “Why are you weeping?  Whom do you 

seek?”  If we’re honest with ourselves, we realize that so often Easter does not begin with joy & 

alleluias, but with grief & pain, just as it did for Mary Magdalene.  Jesus understands.  He 

knows our grief for loved ones & friends, the pain we live with, the things we struggle with, the 

burdens we carry.  Jesus knows our silent distress. 

However, Jesus doesn’t leave us there.  He asks a follow up question, “Whom do you 

seek?”  In other words… “What are you looking for?”  What are we looking for?  We’re 

looking for a Savior, a Guide, a Comforter, a Friend…  Jesus is the One we seek. 

Jesus’ second word on Easter was this:  “Mary.”  He called her by name, “Mary.”  And the 

amazing thing is that Jesus calls each one of us by name as well.  The promise of the prophet 

Isaiah in 43:1, 4 is fulfilled in Jesus:  “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 

name, you are mine…  you are precious in my eyes and honored, and I love you.”  Easter is not 

simply a long-ago event.  Easter is a present reality.  Because God raised Jesus on Easter 

morning, Jesus is with us—each one of us—here and now.  Jesus knows our name—knows who 

we are—and he keeps his promise to us:  “I will be with you always, to the end of the age.”  

(Matthew 28: 20, GNT) 

Let’s turn now to a third Easter saying of Jesus.  This occurred on Easter evening.  So far, 

only Mary Magdalene & the women with her, and the disciple Peter, and two travelers on the 

road to Emmaus have seen Jesus.  The rest of the disciples are still in the Upper Room, 

confused and uncertain about what to believe, and suddenly, Jesus appears—right there, right in 

the middle of the room where they all were.  Then, we read his words in verse 19; he says to 
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them:  “Peace be with you.”  He shows them the nail prints in his hands, the scar from the spear 

which pierced his side, and they believe. This is not some figment of their imagination.  This is 

Jesus, who loved them so much that he was willing to die on the cross for their sins.  Their 

hearts are filled with joy; he is alive again!  His words are so important he repeats them once 

again:  “Peace be with you.” 

Let those words sink into your heart…  repeat them often in your day-to-day life…  Jesus is 

speaking directly to you, “Peace be with you.”  Jesus gives us peace when we struggle in life.  

The peace of knowing our sins are forgiven.  The peace of knowing we can begin again.  Peace, 

because we are not alone.  Jesus is with us, guiding us, healing us, helping us with the 

difficulties of life. 

“Peace be with you.”  Jesus also gives us peace when we struggle with death.  He promised, 

“When I go and prepare a place for you [Jesus is talking about preparing a place for us in 

heaven]  When I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, 

that where I am, you may be also… Because I live, you will live also.”  (John 14: 3, 19)  Easter 

is the proof of God’s power over death; the proof of Jesus’ promises for us.  In life & in death, 

peace is Jesus’ Easter gift to us. 

However, Jesus doesn’t stop there.  “Peace be with you.” he says. “As the Father has sent 

me, even so I send you.”  (John 20:21)  This is the 4
th
 Easter word: “As the Father has sent me, 

even so I send you.” Just as God, the Heavenly Father, has given Jesus a mission to accomplish, 

so Jesus now gives us a mission to accomplish.  We remember Jesus’ teaching:  “This is my 
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commandment that you love one another as I have loved you.”  (John 15:12)  Jesus sends us out 

to share his love with others. 

How do we do that?  There are as many ways as there are people in the world.  But let me 

tell you about just one woman’s plan.  Her name is Lynn Goodman-Strauss, and she is known 

as “The Egg Lady” on the streets of Austin, Texas.  For years, she has been out on the day labor 

corner every morning at 7:30—this is the place in the city where people who want a job for the 

day gather, and those who need workers come to hire them.  And every morning, she hands out 

hard-boiled eggs.  Not fancy-colored Easter eggs.  Just plain white hard-boiled eggs.  Yet Easter 

eggs all the same, because they bring the message of God’s love to people who are hungry and 

down & out.  During the rest of the day, when she’s not handing out food, she’s bringing warm 

clothes to the street people, or driving the homeless to AA meetings, or welcoming them to 

Mary’s house, a place for needy which she runs, and always offering prayers.  She reaches out a 

hand where many would recoil in fear.  She tells how once a man she’d been helping stole her 

car.  She said it without a hint of anger, without an ounce of regret.  Then, she boiled more eggs 

and went back out to the streets. 

 “The Egg Lady” knows Jesus’ Easter words by heart…  And so do we:  “Why are you 

weeping?  Whom do you seek?”  “Mary.”  “Peace be with you.”  “As the Heavenly Father has 

sent me, so I send you.”  Amen. 

 

 


