
Interfaith Food Bank and Project Thanks Report 

This has been another interesting year for the ICA Board, Food Bank and Thrift Store because of the continuing 

concerns over the Covid virus and challenges in providing nutritious food to the county’s underserved 

population.  

The thrift store continues to operate well with limited staffing and volunteers. It is open every day but Sunday 

and has paid staff who run the cash register and supervisee the front of the store and do intake and supervise the 

back of the store. A dedicated group of volunteers process the books, art, tools, electronics, small appliances, 

fabric, crafts, seasonal items, linens, and clothing. Volunteers are welcome and appreciated, so please consider 

donating your time here. You can work as little as two-hour shifts, or all day-- the choice is yours. The work is 

not complicated but is rewarding when you know you are making a difference in people’s lives. 

The money that the Thrift Store makes funds the Food Bank and Thrift Store staff, pays for electricity and rent 

and administrative costs. Executive Director Beth Stanton writes grants to ensure that the funding is available 

for new freezers, pallet jacks, ramps, and food. We rely on the generosity of the community for their monetary 

and food donations to fill the shelves throughout the year. Donations from corporate sponsors during the 

holiday season help to buy turkeys and other food items for Thanksgiving and Christmas. The Food Bank 

currently provides meals to over 1680 families two or three times a week for a total of 1,292,172 pounds of food 

and over 61,000 distributions. The people receiving are your neighbors, families with children, the elderly and 

disabled, veterans, and the homeless. Some have a limited income, are down on their luck, or suffering from 

illness or other economic issues and need a helping hand.  

Project Thanks served about 650 families this year. The distribution was at the Food Bank over a three-day 

period, with the first push for those who had signed up in advance. We had volunteers setting up food items in 

the parking lot, with canned goods, and produce ready to go. People would drive up and check in and then get 

their turkey, produce, canned items, fruit, pies, and other items. It is wonderful to see the expressions on the 

faces of those who are so grateful and blessed by this community.  

As you know Trinity Episcopal Church pledged to provide funds for thirty (30) boxes at $75 each, but we 

provided thirty-nine (39) to Project Thanks in the amount of $2,925. You continue to support this ministry each 

year, but this year you went beyond our expectations. Thank you for all you do every year. We may be a small 

congregation, but we are mighty in generosity and spirit.  

The Food Bank relies on volunteers to function. Volunteers drive the vehicles to do pickups from grocery stores 

and other areas, and to sort nonperishable groceries, produce, and other items. Volunteers fill orders from 

clients when they come to the Food Bank to pick up food, and there is always a need for help. If you can spare a 

few of hours a week to help, please consider volunteering here. 

It is a privilege to serve as your representative on the ICA Board for Amador County and I take my role 

seriously. I have been on the executive board but am not serving in that capacity at present. If you have any 

questions or concerns that you would like me to relate to the Board, please let me know.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Noreen Lafferty 

 


