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FAITHFUL STEWARDS OF GOD’S GIFTS 

October 24, 2021 
 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
Please stand. 
♪THE HYMN “Just as I Am, without One Plea” #570 

 

 

 
 

THE CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION  

 Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy   
 Spirit. 

 People: Amen. 
 

 Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
 People: who made heaven and earth. 
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 Pastor:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could    
  stand? 

 People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are    
  feared. 
  

 Pastor:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in  

  prayer and praise, let us first  consider our unworthiness and 
  confess before God and one another that we have sinned in  

  thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves  
  from our sinful condition.  Together as His people let us take 
  refuge in the infinite mercy  of God, our heavenly Father,    

  seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be  
  merciful to me, a sinner. 

 People: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,  
  and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

 Pastor:  Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared  

  us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy   
  Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 
  grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst,    

  enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and    
  praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 People: Amen. 

 
THE INTROIT  

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, in the beginning You created heaven and  
    earth, and You saw that it was good. 
People: Lord, thank You for the privilege of being stewards of all  

    Your creation.  Help us to act as managers and not owners.  
    Open our eyes and minds to see that You own all things,  

    control all things, and sustain all things.   
 

Pastor:  Dear God, by Your grace, You transform our stewardship from 
    specific acts into a lifestyle of stewardship.  With new hearts, 

    we are eager to do good works that please and honor You. 
People: Lord, grant us wisdom, strength, and conviction to live  
    each day faithfully as stewards of Your blessings. 
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Pastor:  Lord God, in our lifestyle of stewardship, we commit our lives, 
    gifts, and resources to serving You and fulfilling Your will for 

    our lives. 
People: Lord, help us to use all that we are and have in ways that 

    give You honor and glory. 
 

Pastor:  Dear Lord, as Your Holy Spirit works in us through Word and 
    Sacraments, You teach us to become givers rather than    

    takers.  You change us into people who understand     
    stewardship to be a joy rather than a duty. 
People: Help us to be Faithful Stewards of God’s gifts.   

 
♪THE HYMN OF PRAISE “Gloria in Excelsis”  
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THE SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

 Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 

  

 Pastor:  Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, whose grace always precedes and follows 
 us, help us to forsake all trust in earthly gain and to find in  
 You our heavenly treasure; for You live and reign with the 

 Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
People: Amen. 

 
Please be seated.  
THE FIRST READING Malachi 3:6-15 

 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not 

kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, 

‘How shall we return?’ 8Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How 

have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9You are cursed with a curse, 

for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10Bring the full tithes into the 

storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the 

LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you 

a blessing until there is no more need. 11I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will 

not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says 

the LORD of hosts. 12Then all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of 

delight, says the LORD of hosts. 

 13“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How have we 

spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our 

keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts? 15And now 

we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and 

they escape.’” 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God 
 

THE EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 9:1-7 
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 1Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the ministry for the saints, 2for I 

know your readiness, of which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying 

that Achaia has been ready since last year. And your zeal has stirred up most of them. 
3But I am sending the brothers so that our boasting about you may not prove vain in this 

matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would be. 4Otherwise, if some 

Macedonians come with me and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—

to say nothing of you—for being so confident. 5So I thought it necessary to urge the 

brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, 

so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction. 

 6The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each one must give as he has made up his mind, 

not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
 People: Thanks be to God  

 
Please stand. 
♪THE ALLELUIA    

 
  

THE HOLY GOSPEL Luke 19:1-10 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St Luke, the nineteenth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And there was a man named 

Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3And he was seeking to see who 

Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small of stature. 
4So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about 

to pass that way. 5And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6So he hurried 

and came down and received him joyfully. 7And when they saw it, they all grumbled, 

“He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8And Zacchaeus stood and 

said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have 

defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” 9And Jesus said to him, “Today 

salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of 

Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
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Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

    
THE NICENE CREED 

 I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
THE CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
♪THE HYMN OF THE DAY: “Take My Life and Let It Be” #784 

 

 

 
 
THE SERMON "Not as an Exaction"  2 Corinthians 9:1-7 

  
THE OFFERING PRAYER 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Each petition of the prayer concludes: 
 Pastor:  Lord, in Your mercy,  

 People: hear our prayer. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER   
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
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     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.  

 
♪THE BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION  

 Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
 

 Pastor:  Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be   
     written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them,   

     read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by     
     patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace   

     and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life;    
     through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 People: Amen. 

 
♪THE CLOSING SONG “The Church’s One Foundation” #644 
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THE SILENT PRAYER 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


