THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR

November 22, 2020

THE WORDS OF WELCOME

Please stand.

o THE HYMN “We Praise You, O God” #785
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1 We praise You, O God, our Re - deem - er, Cre - a - tor;
2 We wor - ship You, God of our fa - thers, we bless You;
3 With voic - es u - nit - ed our prais - es we of - fer
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In grate - ful de - vo - tion our trib - ute we bring.
Through tri - al and tem - pest our guide You have been.
And glad - ly our songs of thanks - giv - ing we raise.
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We lay it be - fore You, we  kneel and a - dore You;
When per - ils o’er - take us, You will not for - sake us,
With You, Lord, be - side wus, Your strong arm will guide us.
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We bless Your ho - ly name, glad prais - es we sing.
And with  Your help, O Lord, our strug-gles we win.
To You, our great Re - deem -er, for - ev - er be praise!

THE CONFESSION, AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.
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Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord,

People: who made heaven and earth.

Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father,

People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins
and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and
justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment.
But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of
them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the
sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command
of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

THE INTROIT Psalm 39:4-5a, 7-8, 12; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13

Pastor: In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new
heaven and a new earth,

People: the home of righteousness.

Pastor: O LORD, make me know my end and what is the measure of
my days;

People: let me know how fleeting I am!

Pastor: Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths,

People: and my lifetime is as nothing before you.

Pastor: And now, O Lord, for what do [ wait?

People: My hope is in you.

Pastor: Deliver me from all my transgressions.

People: Do not make me the scorn of the fool!
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Pastor:

your peace at my tears!

People:

fathers.

All:

and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Pastor:

heaven and a new earth,

People: the home of righteousness.

THE KYRIE

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear to my cry; hold not

For I am a sojourner with you, a guest, like all my

Glory be to the Father and to the Son

In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.

HE HYMN OF PRAISE “Gloria in Excelsis”
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanksto Thee, for  Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
) |
| [
(" ——  — o
\‘_ld} 0 O fi
O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je - sus  Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
) .
e — ! o - 1
HH—O Z — o o ——
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy up-on us.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy up-
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on us. ForThou onlyart holy; Thou on-ly art the Lord.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Pastor: Let us pray.

Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your Son as
judge of the living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of His
return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own from
the foundation of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
People: Amen.



Please be seated.
THE FIRST READING Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
11“For thus says the Lord Gop: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and
will seek them out. ?As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep
that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all
places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. *And |
will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will
bring them into their own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the country. *I will feed them with good
pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they
shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | myself will
make them lie down, declares the Lord Gob. 1 will seek the lost, and I will bring
back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and | will strengthen the weak, and the
fat and the strong I will destroy. | will feed them in justice. . . .
20«“Therefore, thus says the Lord Gob to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge
between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 2!Because you push with side and shoulder,
and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have scattered them abroad, 22l will
rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep and
sheep. 22And | will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall
feed them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. *And I, the LorD, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them. | am the LorD; | have
spoken.”

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

THE EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 15:20-28
29But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who

have fallen asleep. *'For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. ??For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made
alive. 2°But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who
belong to Christ. #Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 2°For he must reign
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 2The last enemy to be destroyed is
death. 2’For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all
things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in
subjection under him. 2When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself



will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may
be all in all.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God

Please stand.
« THE ALLELUIA
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:31:46
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth
chapter.

People: Glory to You, O Lord.

81[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 3?Before him will be gathered all the
nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the
left. 3*Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. **For I
was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me drink, | was a
stranger and you welcomed me, %1 was naked and you clothed me, | was sick and you
visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ 3’ Then the righteous will answer him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? 3And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe
you? %¥And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?” “°And the King will
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers,
you did it to me.’

4“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. “?For | was hungry and you gave me
no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, *}I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit
me.” “Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?” “Then
he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the



least of these, you did not do it to me.” *And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to You, O Christ.

THE PROFESSION OF FAITH - Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and
the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
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and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ‘I of the world to come. Amen.

Please be seated.

o THE HYMN OF THE DAY: “Beautiful Savior” #537
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1 Beau - ti-ful Sav - ior, King of cre-a - tion, Son of
2 Fair are the mead-ows, Fair are the wood-lands, Robed in
3 Fair is the sun - shine, Fair is the moon-light, Bright the
4 Beau - ti-ful Sav - 1or, Lord of the na - tions, Son of
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God and Son of Man! Tru-ly T'd love Thee,Tru - ly I'd
flow’rs of bloom-ing spring; Je -sus is fair - er, Je - sus is
spar - kling stars on high; Je - sus shines bright-er, Je - sus shines
God and Son of Man! Glo-ry and hon - or, Praise, ad - o -
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serve Thee, Light of my soul, my joy, my  Crown.
pur - er, He makes our sor - r'wing spir - it sing.
pur - er Than all the an - gels in the sky.
ra - tion Now and for-ev - er - more be  Thine!

THE SERMON 'For the Least of These"

THE OFFERING PRAYER

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Each petition of the prayer concludes:
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.

Matthew 25:31-46



THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

o« THE BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION
Pastor: Let us bless the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}- give you peace.
People: Amen.

o THE CLOSING SONG “Lift High the Cross” #837
Refrain
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Lift high the cross, the love  of Christ pro-claim Till
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all the world a - dore His sa-cred name.
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Tune and text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004559

[HE SILENT PRAYER
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I Come, Chris-tians, fol - low where our Cap -tain  trod,
4 O Lord, once lift - ed on the glo-rious tree,
5 Let ev - ry race and ev - 'ry lan-guage tell
6 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:

A Refrain
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Our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
As Thou  hast prom - ised, draw us all to Thee.
Of Him who saves our lives from death and hell.
Praise to the Cru - ci - fied for vic - to - ry!



