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The Mission of St. John’s 

“To experience and share the transforming love 
of Jesus Christ!” 

 

A Brief History 
In the first week of March 2020 Bishop Megan convened a Zoom call with the clergy of 
the diocese to discuss suggested actions congregations might take in response to an 
outbreak of what has become known as the COVID-19 pandemic. On March 9, 2020 St. 
John’s vestry met to discuss various changes to our worship which were implemented 
on March 15. 2020. Subsequently, effective on March 20, 2020 Governor Gavin 
Newsome ordered individuals to shelter in place and all non-essential organizations and 
businesses to close. St. John’s has complied with that order, and has not held in-person 
worship services since that time. However, Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer have 
been offered daily on-line, along with a number of Holy Week services and weekly 
Worship Services on Sunday. These services have been offered through St. John’s 
Facebook page through Facebook Live (with access provided to non-Facebook members 
through St. John’s webpage). 
 
In addition, since April 7, 2020 through June 30, 2020 St. John’s has been assisting  
The Gathering Inn (Roseville’s emergency service provider to the homeless) by 
providing space for dining in our narthex and space for sleeping in our sanctuary on a 
nightly basis. Each night approximately 30 guests would arrive at 6:00pm, enjoy a hot 
meal provided by one of the local churches (including St. John’s), and then sleep in the 
sanctuary (which had been cleared of chairs). The guests would then be transported 
back to the TGI campus at 6:30am each morning. 
 
On May 25, 2020 the Governor modified his order to allow the return of in-person 
services (subsequently modified by an order dated June 18, 2020 mandating the use of 
masks in indoor public places), and consistent with the guidance offered by the CDC, 
state and local officials, and the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California, St. John’s 
Task Force For Regathering (consisting of the Rector, the Vestry and leaders of multiple 
ministry teams) has developed this plan for safely regathering in-person for worship. 
 

Goals for Regathering 
 
The mission of St. John’s is to experience and share the transforming love of Jesus 
Christ. To carry out that mission we embrace a vision that leads us to welcome, worship, 
serve, learn, give, build, and love. As we regather for worship, the following goals will 
guide us to live into this mission and vision that we proclaim: 
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 Worship services will continue to be sacred offerings of praise and thanksgiving 
to God, calling to mind Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and His promise to 
return, along with a calling to respond to the presence and guidance of the Holy 
Spirit in our midst. 

 Provide a safe, clean environment for employees, volunteers, congregants and 
visitors. 

 Comply with all federal, state and local public health regulations governing the 
gathering of people in public worship. 

 Establish consistent policies and practices for all with regard to Key Prevention 
Practices such as appropriate physical distancing, use of face coverings, frequent 
handwashing, regular cleaning and disinfecting of our worship spaces, and 
appropriate training of employees, volunteers and congregants on these and 
other elements of the COVID-19 prevention plan. 

 Establish appropriate processes to identify new cases of illness, as well as to 
intervene quickly and work with public health authorities to halt the spread of the 
virus. 

 

Moving Forward 
 
Given these goals, and the guidance provided by the California Department of Public 
Health, significant modifications to the way in which we gather for worship and use our 
facility must be made for the foreseeable future. These modifications are presented in 
the following sections. It is our hope and desire that all who regather for worship is the 
coming days will do realizing that all of these changes are acts of love, designed to create 
space for all to grow and flourish as we live into our common mission. 
 
Copies of this plan are being provided to all members of the congregation, are posted on 
our website ( www.stjohnsroseville.org ) and will also be posted in conspicuous places in 
our hospitality room, narthex and nave. 
 
We will regather for in-person worship beginning Sunday, July 12, 2020. 

 
Service Times 

 
Under the CDPH guidelines, we are required to limit our attendance to 25% of building 
capacity or a maximum of 100 attendees, whichever is lower. As such, we are limited 
to no more than 81 persons in our sanctuary at any one time. Initially, based 
upon a telephone survey taken by the vestry of our membership, we have decided to 
hold 3 services (2 in-person and 1 on-line) as we return. The on-line service has been a 
tremendous resource to all during our recent “stay at home” experience. Not only have 
our members been served, but we have been able to reach many outside our 
geographical footprint. The “on-line” service has proven to be a wonderful way for us to 
live into our mission, sharing the transforming love of Jesus Christ! 
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Our New Service Times 
Sunday : 8 am 

Sunday: 9:30 am (On-Line only) 
Sunday: 11 am 

 
By separating the in-person Sunday services, persons attending will be able to enter and 
exit at one time, thereby reducing the risk of infection through unnecessary contact. 
Although the guidelines suggest that a reservation system be considered, given the size 
of the congregation, and the anticipated numbers of those returning, at this time we will 
not be instituting such a system. This may change if we discover we are consistently 
unable to accommodate everyone who is arriving for a particular service. 
 
We will also consider adding an additional service either Saturday evening or Sunday 
afternoon if we discover that the number of persons attending in-person are increasing 
beyond our capacity to provide safe distancing. 
 

Preparations for Worship 
 

Prior to opening for regathering the entire building will be disinfected and cleaned by a 
professional cleaning service. All carpets will be cleaned by a professional service as 
well. 
 
Appropriate signs will be displayed in hallways, narthex, nave, bathrooms, hospitality 
room and kitchenette reinforcing guidelines for use of personal protective equipment, 
physical distancing, and frequent handwashing. 

 
The Altar Guild team setting up for the service will sanitize all door knobs, surfaces and 
chairs, before and after the worship service. Weekly cleaning will be done by our sexton. 
Hand sanitizer will be placed in the narthex, nave, kitchenette, and bathrooms. Each 
week the Rector will meet with the Sexton to verify that such cleaning has occurred and 
discuss any future needs or concerns. 
 
In the event we are notified of a positive case of infection, St. John’s will engage a 
professional cleaning services to properly disinfect and clean the building. 
 
 

Gathering For Worship 
 

Communications will be sent to the congregation on a regular basis reminding them of 
the importance of self-monitoring. People will be instructed and encouraged to 
stay at home if they are not feeling well.  They will also be asked to consider 
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potential risk if having pre-existing conditions, and reminded of the required 
regulations if they choose to attend services (see below). 
 
Two or three members will also be trained to lead morning prayer in the event that the 
clergy determine they must stay home due to potential illness or risk of infection. 
 
Signage will be placed at each door directing those who gather for worship to use the 
front sliding glass doors as opposed to the east and west wing doors. 
 

Restrooms 
 

Signs will be posted allowing only two persons to use the restroom at a time, asking 
others to wait outside until use is permitted.  The middle stall in the ladies’ room will be 
blocked from use. Sink surfaced will be disinfected and cleaned after every service. 

 
Arriving for Worship 

 
When you arrive for worship, please park your vehicle in a designated stall, and as you 
exit and enter the vehicle, please make sure that all other individuals are at least 6 feet 
away from you (or seated in their vehicles with the windows closed). Please proceed to 
the sliding glass doors under the porte-cochere and follow the arrows directing you to 
enter the sanctuary. The doors on the east and west sides of the building will be locked 
prohibiting entrance from the outside (they will open from the inside in case of an 
emergency). 
 
You are asked to put on a cloth mask or face covering prior to entering the building. The 
Governor’s order dated June 18, 2020 has mandated the use of masks in all indoor 
public spaces. The Governor’s order exempts persons with a medical condition, mental 
health condition, or disability that prevents wearing a face covering. This includes 
persons with a medical condition for whom wearing a face covering could obstruct 
breathing or who are unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to remove a face 
covering without assistance. It also exempts persons who are hearing impaired, or 
communicating with a person who is hearing impaired, where the ability to see the 
mouth is essential for communication. If you do not have a mask, or have forgotten one, 
you will be provided one. Please note that if you are unable or unwilling to wear a 
mask, you will be escorted to a seating area designated for unmasked congregants, 
and you will be asked to keep at least 6 feet distant from all others before, during and 
after the service. 
 
We are recommending that children over the age of 3 wear masks, but will leave that 
decision to parents and guardians. If you elect to not have your child wear a mask, 
please ensure that they stay at least 6 feet away from other persons not in your family 
unit at all times. 
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When you arrive, you will be met by a greeter who will check your temperature using a 
non-touch thermometer. If it shows you are running a fever, you will be asked to return 
home and contact your doctor. An elevated temperature above 100.4 Fahrenheit 
is considered by the CDC as evidence of fever, and suggested follow up.  
 
We are also going to ask you to provide contact information by completing a brief form. 
This information is being requested so that we will be able to provide information to you 
as well as public health officials in the event that we are notified that someone attending 
our services has tested positive for COVID-19, and there is a need for contact tracing. 
The information we collect will only be used for this purpose. 
 
Please follow the paths designated on the floor for proceeding from the front entrance to 
the doors at the entrance of the nave (sanctuary).  
 
At the entrance to the nave, you will be met by an usher who will direct you to 
designated seats available for use. The sanctuary has been redesigned to accommodate 
single persons, couples, and families. Only people living in the same household (or 
children and grandchildren) will be allowed to sit together. We ask that you remain at 
the same seat for the duration of the service (with the exception of coming forward to 
receive communion). Please do not change seats during the service. Please note that you 
will be seated in the order of arrival (meaning that individuals will no longer be able to 
claim seats on the aisle forcing others to climb over or move past them to take a seat). 
Remember. this is for everyone’s safety. 
 
We have also redesigned our worship space so that the organist and a 2-member Praise 
Team will be able to provide music and song for our worship services. Appropriate space 
has been provided so that any vapor cloud created by the singing of the Praise Team will 
not pose a risk to those gathered for worship. 
 
As we begin to regather, we are asking that the congregation refrain from singing. The 
CDPH guidelines recommend that congregations strongly consider discontinuing 
singing, group recitation and other practices where there is increased likelihood for 
transmission from contaminated exhaled droplets. We are modifying our worship in 
light of these recommendations. As more information becomes available in the future, 
we will adjust as needed. 
 
 

Worship Services 
 

We will be celebrating the Holy Eucharist at our in-person services, but modifications to 
this service will be noted below. Our on-line service will continue to offer the Liturgy of 
the Word and Ante-Communion in a format similar to what we have been following. 
That service will take place in front of the altar with the sanctuary empty except for the 
clergy member conducting the service and those persons necessary to assist with the 
visual and audio presentations. Bulletins will not be provided, rather the entire service 
will be posted on our screens. The weekly service bulletins will be posted on our website 
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so that those who wish to use them may download them or print them for individual 
use. 
 
At the in-person services the priest will be assisted by one vested Eucharistic minister 
(EM). Both the priest and EM will wear masks unless called upon to speak. At the start 
of the service, the priest and EM will process in silence from the rear of the church, 
reverence the altar and take their places at the designated seating on the altar. At that 
time the priest will welcome those gathered and invite the congregation to sit and hear 
an opening hymn. The congregation will be asked to refrain from singing. At the 
conclusion of the hymn the priest will offer the opening acclimation, prayers and collect 
for the day.  
 
The EM will then read the appointed first reading from the lectern. The priest will lead 
the psalm responsively from his seat. The EM will read the appointed second reading 
from the lectern, then a gradual hymn will be offered by the organist (which will be 
heard, not sung). The gospel will be read by the priest standing before the altar and 
facing the congregation. At the conclusion of the gospel, the priest will offer a sermon 
from the pulpit.  
 
At the conclusion of the sermon, the priest will lead the congregation in the recitation of 
the creed. The EM will offer the prayers of the people from the lectern, and the priest 
will lead the confession of sin and offer the peace standing at the pulpit. At the passing 
of the peace, people will simply be asked to acknowledge those around them with a 
slight bow or folded hands. These will be no touching, hugging, etc. allowed except 
within family units. Please remember that this is for your safety. 
 
After the peace, the priest will offer announcements, as well as birthday and anniversary 
blessings. Those desiring blessings will be asked to simply stand, but not come forward 
to receive the blessing. At the conclusion of the blessings, the organist (at the 8am 
service) or 2 member praise team (at the 11am service will be asked to offer an anthem). 
We will not be passing an offering plate, rather three of them will be placed at the back 
of the church into which people will be invited to place their offerings as they enter or 
leave the sanctuary. The ushers will simply collect these offerings at the conclusion of 
the service and place them in the safe located in the vesting areas as has been 
customary. 
 
If there are prayer shawls needing to be blessed, they will be draped over the altar rail 
before the service, and picked up after the service has been completed. 
 
The bread and wine will be kept on the credence table and brought forth by the EM 
when the priest sets the table. After the table is set, the priest will proceed to the 
credence table and wash his/her hands in a bowl of warm water with disinfectant soap 
provided. The priest will then led the congregation in a spoken doxology and proceed 
with the Eucharistic Prayer. The hosts and wine to be consecrated will be covered with a 
pall at all times during the Eucharistic prayer. The Sanctus, Memorial Acclimation and 
Fraction Anthem will all be spoken, not sung. 
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Although a small amount of wine will be consecrated at each service, neither the priest 
nor the congregation will be offered the consecrated wine for consumption or intinction. 
We will be invited to receive the consecrated host only. Please remember that our 
faith tradition holds that receipt of the sacrament in one form only is a 
receipt of the full sacrament.  
 
At the time for communion, the priest will come to the base of the altar at the transept. 
The ushers will invite the congregation to come forward to the middle aisle keeping a 
physical distance of at least 6 ft from one another (markers will be place on the floor). As 
you approach the altar, you will be asked to hold the palms of your hands out and the 
priest will drop the consecrated host into your hands which you are then invited to 
consume, and return to your seat. 
 
At the conclusion of communion, the priest will take the remaining consecrated hosts as 
well as the chalice containing the wine to the ambry (the wine will be reverently 
returned to the ground after the service is concluded) and the hosts will be held in 
reserve if needed. The priest will then wash his hands again, return to the altar, and lead 
the congregation in the prayer after communion and offer a final blessing. The organist 
or praise team will then offer a final hymn (no congregational singing) as the priest and 
EM recess to the rear of the church. From there, the priest will offer the dismissal. 
 
At the conclusion of the service ushers will dismiss the congregation by row. and they 
will then be invited to leave the sanctuary by the east and west side doors (which will 
have been propped open by a greeter) so that they may proceed directly to the parking 
lot. The congregation will not be asked to congregated in the narthex. We will not be 
offering any type of in person coffee hour or programing for the foreseeable future (this 
will continue to be evaluated on a weekly basis). If people wish to visit, they should do so 
outside the church, keeping a safe physical distance from one another.  
 

Nursery, Godly Play, Tweens, Youth 
 
At this time, we will not be offering a nursery, Godly Play Classes, Tween or Youth 
meetings. We are simply unable to offer these ministries in a way where we are able to 
keep safe, physical distances or apply appropriate personal protective equipment. 
Children of all ages are welcome to be with their families in church. It is a time when we 
are called to support one another, and all of our children are part of our communal life. 
We will be offering the children take-home lessons that will reinforce what is heard in 
church, and Tweens will be holding regular Zoom meetings. 
 

Training and Review 
 
Prior to regathering all staff members as well as all volunteers participating in our 
services (greeters, ushers, altar guild members, flower guild members, EM’s, etc.) will 
undergo in-service training and review the guidelines set forth in this document. In 
addition, the Rector will meet with staff on a weekly basis to review the guidelines and 
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address any concerns. Ministry leaders will be encouraged to contact either the Rector, 
Senior Warden or Junior Warden if any concerns arise. 
 
At its regularly scheduled monthly meeting the Vestry will also review the guidelines 
and address any concerns, need for modifications, etc. that may arise. 
 

Baptisms 
 

Individuals and/or families desiring baptism are asked to contact the Rector so that the 
service may be designed and arranged in such a way that the guidance provided by these 
guidelines are followed as much as is practical. Both the sacred nature of the sacrament, 
as well as concerns for the safety of all gathered are of utmost importance. 
 

Funerals and Weddings 
 
Families desiring to hold funerals and weddings will be required to follow the guidance 
provided throughout this document. Attendance will be limited to no more than 81 
individuals wearing required personal protective equipment and being appropriately 
physically distanced. Receptions will not be allowed until further noticed 
 
 

Use of the Facility By Outside Groups 
 
Living into its mission to share the transforming love of Jesus Christ, St. John’s hosts 
numerous support groups and ministries on a weekly basis. Outside groups desiring to 
use our facility, will need to certify in writing that they are willing to abide by the 
personal protection requirements, physical distance requirements and cleaning 
requirements contained in this document. Each group will be asked to provide contact 
information for all persons attending the group (this information will be kept 
confidential and only provided to public health authorities if contact tracing is needed or 
required). 

Modifications 
 

From time to time these guidelines will be modified as circumstances warrant. Notice of  
any modifications will be emailed to the congregation, and posted on the St. John’s 
website (www.stjohnsroseville.org).   
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Certification 
 
These guidelines were approved by the vestry of St. John’s at a meeting held via Zoom 
on the 17 day of June, 2020.  
 
 
The Rev. Clifford R. Haggenjos, Jr. Rector 
Peggy Larson, Senior Warden 
Larry Sydnor, Junior Warden 
Elaine Bickford, Vestry Member 
Shelly Carlson, Vestry Member 
Evelyn Circle, Vestry Member 
Rosemary Marino, Vestry Member 
Art Banks, Vestry Member 
Dela Duncan, Vestry Member 
Linda Mares, Vestry Member 
Deanna Frazee, Clerk of the Vestry 


