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From the Rector

Canoeing the Mountains

During our recent vacation Babs and I spent a lot of time resting and reading. Both of us
devoured an amazing book, recently published, titled Canoeing the Mountains: Christian
Leadership in Unchartered Waters. Tod Bolsinger, a former pastor and current professor
of Practical Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary, uses the metaphor of the Lewis and
Clark Journey of Discovery as a way to understand the path ahead that faces the church
as we continue to experience the coronavirus pandemic, as well as the rapid changes that
are affecting all aspects of our culture, our society, and the world. It is a book with some

wonderful wisdom and counsel, and I know I will be drawing upon its lessons for many days, weeks, months
and years to come.

Bolsinger describes how when Lewis reached the end of the Missouri River, and hiked to the top of the
foothills in front of him, he did not see what he expected (the Columbia River leading to the Pacific Ocean).
Rather, he was now faced with what appeared to be a daunting obstacle to his continued journey, namely, the
Rocky Mountains. As a result, all the equipment he had prepared for the journey (canoes and such) was now
rendered somewhat obsolete, and he was faced with a decision. Should he turn around and go back admitting
that the expedition had failed? Or should he help his company adapt to the way ahead, using all of the
blessings and gifts God had provided to them to this point. Of course, we know how the story turns out, do we
not?

I have to be honest with you. I kind of feel like Merriweather Lewis these days. With the changes that we have
experienced in the last few years, and especially the last six months, it is apparent that our lives have
changed in innumerable ways. It is also apparent that many of the ways in which we have come together to
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changed in innumerable ways. It is also apparent that many of the ways in which we have come together to
experience and share the transforming love of Jesus Christ will no longer be as effective in the foreseeable
future as they were in the past. But, as I look around, I see the grace of God everywhere I look, and I can
surely see that God has provided all we need to navigate and adapt to the mountains of uncharted territory
that lie ahead.

In the bible study that I lead on Tuesdays and Thursdays, we are currently studying the Acts of Apostles. As
we come to the end of Paul's second missionary journey, I am able to marvel at his courage, and how he
allowed himself to be led by the Holy Spirit, as he experienced all kinds of unexpected twists and turns, days
of suffering, as well as days of joy.

And that, my brothers and sisters, is what gives me such confidence about the days ahead. You see, like
Paul, I have no doubt that the Holy Spirit is present with all of us, and that we will be faithful to the Spirit's
guidance and direction. We have a great staff and an excellent vestry. Through the last six months you have
all shown how committed to St. John's you all are. We have all adapted to our ever changing schedule of
services, our use of Zoom to stay connected, our willingness and desire to stay connected through our
various email and phone trees, and also our willingness to continue to serve the most vulnerable in our
community.

We have shown our willingness and our ability to adapt. 

So, as we move into the days ahead, let us all continue to be led by the Holy Spirit. Let us partner with the
Spirit and follow wherever the Spirit guides us. And most of all, let us stay committed to our mission. Let us
not only experience, but let us share with all whom we meet in the days to come, the transforming love of
Jesus Christ. For that is our purpose. That is why we all have been born.

Let's enjoy the journey. For we are right where God wants us to be!

In Faith, Hope and Love,
Fr Cliff
 
                               

From the Deacon

Here's an update on the last 4-1/2 years since I began my diaconal journey, which started at
St. John's, Roseville. 

The first three years I was a seminarian at The School for Deacons in Berkeley, graduating
May 2019. During that time, our Bishop assigned me to a one-year internship at St. Luke's
Episcopal in Auburn. After graduation, the Bishop then assigned me to a one-year mentoring

internship at St. Michael's Episcopal, Carmichael. Here I was responsible for encouraging congregants to
volunteer at the River City Food Bank in Sacramento twice a month, and I also served right along with them
for distribution to mostly non-English speaking neighbors. 

I was also responsible for encouraging congregants to fill the 120 slots needed for 5 shifts each night for the
week-long Carmichael HART (Homeless Assistance Resource Team) Winter shelter last January. It gave me
a deeper appreciation of our housing The Gathering Inn guests at St. John's. I was also an intern for two
years at Stand Up Placer; they provide services for survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, and human
trafficking. As we go forward, I will be speaking more about this very important organization. Their Thrift store
in Roseville has re-opened, and they are looking for volunteers to help. If you are interested. It is one of their
volunteer opportunities where a person does not have to undergo Crisis Intervention Training. 

Since starting back at St. John's, I am one of the six facilitators for the Sacred Ground Dialogue Circles.
 
All of this schooling and internships culminated in my Ordination to the Sacred Order of Deacons and the
Bishop assigning me back to St. John's Roseville - full circle is now completed. I really appreciated the



Bishop assigning me back to St. John's Roseville - full circle is now completed. I really appreciated the
generous and caring assistance given by so many at St. John's who helped to make my ordination service
possible on August 26, under the COVID-19 restrictions. My official day back to St. John's was September 6.

Since I have been gone from St. John's for 3-1/2 of the 4-1/2-year journey, I look forward to reacquainting
myself with our congregants, and have already begun approaching some of you. In the meantime, please feel
free to contact me; my contact information is in the congregation's directory. 

Best of all, I became a first-time grandmother to my grandson Theo, who just turned 3 months this week, and
am now looking forward to his baptism which will be held at St. John's, where also his parents were married
two years ago.

In Faith, Hope and Love,
The Rev. Marcia Hansen, Deacon

From the Senior Warden

September brought great joy to myself and my family. Big birthday milestones (the big 50 for
me, while Jacob celebrated his 18th) and ending the month with my first in-person service
since COVID-19. It was joyous to see members in person, hear voices echoing the halls
(other than my own) and being able to listen to Father Cliff preach in person! Joy. Promise.
Hope.

We are struggling as a nation: a global pandemic, a political war, heightened social injustice, and finally a
heartbreaking fire season. Dealing with just one of these issues can be trying, but to have to face all four at
the same time can be overwhelming, depressing and leaving us feeling simply hopeless. We, as a church
family, have the strength to face these challenges head on, for we have God directing us. We are all children
of God - no matter your beliefs on any of these major issues.

With so much hate and anger in the world today, I invite you all to find something that brings you joy. Whether
it is picking up a new hobby, renewing a favorite hobby from your past, sending a handwritten letter in the mail,
simply to tell someone your thinking of them; just find something that brings you joy and positivity in this world.

If you are struggling to find that piece of joy, call me! Call a member of our Vestry. We are here to serve you.
Remember, if it's not about love, it's not about God.

With God's love,
Peggy

The Vestry Page
 
Vestry Members: The Vestry, the parish board of directors, consists of nine elected lay
members and the Rector, who is the Chair of the Board.  Vestry meetings and Vestry committee
meetings are open to all.  Vestry members Peggy Larson (Senior Warden), Larry Sydnor (Junior

Warden), Shelly Carlson, Elaine Bickford, Rosemary Marino, Evelyn Circle, Art Banks, Dela Duncan and
Linda Mares.  Deanna Frazee serves as the non-voting Clerk of the Vestry.  

 
Vestry Highlights*
  
September 16, 2020 meeting (conducted via Zoom):

* Fr. Cliff led the vestry through a reflection on leadership in uncertain times based upon a book he read on
vacation entitled Canoeing The Mountains.



vacation entitled Canoeing The Mountains.

*The August financial statements were reviewed and accepted. The church's cash position continues to be
strong, and we are in good position to be able to address upcoming challenges. The church has received and
has used the PPP funds. The application for loan forgiveness has been filed. The on-line donation option is
working very well.

*The Sacred Ground Dialogue Circles have begun. Three circles have been formed.

*The vestry authorized the lease of a new copier from Inland to replace our old copier.

*The vestry also authorized the purchase of additional equipment to enhance the on-line service capabilities.

*The Rev. Marsha Hansen has begun service as our new deacon.

*Vestry members will continue to keep our phone tree active during this time period and will advise Fr. Cliff of
any needs that require his attention.

*Complete minutes of the Vestry meeting are posted on the Kiosk in the narthex. You may also find the 2019
Vestry Minutes binder on the bookshelf in the hospitality room. 

Blessing of the Animals!

Sunday, October 4th we are celebrating the Feast of St. Francis by
asking God to bless the wonderful animals, reptiles, etc. that add such
joy to our lives. Given our current pandemic circumstances we are
offering two options to have your pets blessed.

Option One: Zoom Blessing at 1 pm

Fr. Cliff will initiate a Zoom call at 1pm for all those who want to join.
Simply hold up your pet before the camera (or hold up a picture) and he will offer a blessing. Here is the link
for the Zoom Call: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87805313941?pwd=QXIwOGlvWkdzSkI2b0tPRFROcmduUT09

The Meeting ID is: 878 0531 3941. The passcode is: 496321.

Option Two: Bring your pet by the church for an in-person blessing at 2pm!

All are welcome! Pets of any shape, size or form!

Operation Christmas Child Kicks Off

OCTOBER is special. it is SHOE BOX packing time.

Last year some 11million boxes were shipped  to 118
countries around  the world. Due to natural disasters world
wide as well as the Coronavirus pandemic more than ever all
children need hope.

Each shoe box is a special missionary tool and YOU play the key part.
" We are Jesus' body-his hands and feet on the earth.
We have the touch the world needs for healing"



We have the touch the world needs for healing"

Just take a shoe box,
pack it with simple items that will touch a child's heart,
Please pray for the child as you pack.
Boxes can be packed for children ages 2 to 14.
Some go to countries enduring conflict and fighting;
others to areas suffering from natural disasters; plus to children in hospitals, orphanages,
and homeless.

Bring your box of simple gifts to church by NOV 8.
If possible include $9 to help with shipping costs.

Flat fold up boxes will be available on a cart in our narthex during OCTOBER with info
brochures for packing boxes. Your filled box may be replaced on the cart
the first 2 Sundays in NOVEMBER.

Please note that the church is only available to pick up boxes or return boxes on Sunday
mornings. If you are unable to visit the church at those times, or if you have any other
questions please contact Jo Jones at 916.408.3955.

Our Regathering Schedule

Placer County has allowed us to regather in-person.

We are currently offering the following Sunday service schedule:

8:00 am- In-person Holy Eucharist

9:30 am- On-Line Sunday Worship (accessed through our Facebook page or through our website)

11:00 am-In-person Holy Eucharist

Social distancing and masks are required. No singing is permitted.

All are welcome! 



The Promise of Hope
Our Fall Stewardship Campaign Kicks Off in October

Over the past six months we have faced some hard challenges, and our
lives have experienced numerous changes. But we have also received
numerous blessings.

One of those blessings is a greater appreciation for each other, the
fellowship we enjoy as a community of faith, and the ability to worship
together (although perhaps in new ways).

Now is a time to reflect on the ways in which the mission and ministry of
St. John's has made a difference in our lives, the lives of those we love,
and the community in which we are called to serve. Through our
continued presence and work, we have been able to provide so many
with the promise of hope, and the assurance of God's love.

In what ways might you be able to continue to support such work?

Please be prayerfully considering this question, as later in the month
you will receive more materials and information that describes how we desire to live into the future, living into
our mission to experience and share the transforming love of Jesus Christ. We do that by witnessing to the
"Promise of Hope" that comes from the One who continues to love us for all eternity!

El Día de Los Muertos

All congregations of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California have
been warmly invited to join in observing El Día de Los Muertos on All
Saints Sunday, November 1, 2020.

Originating in Mexico, the Day of the Dead is now widely celebrated
across Latin America and in Spanish-speaking communities around the
world. Here in Northern California, El Día de Los Muertos is a culturally
meaningful chance for Episcopal churches to connect with our

Latino/Hispanic parishioners, friends, colleagues, and neighbors.

In the original Mexican tradition, each family or household would set up an ofrenda in the home to honor the
beloved dead and invite the spirits of the deceased. Starting Sunday, October 25th, you are invited to bring
and photos or other small mementos of departed family and friends that we will place on our ofrenda.

In this year of extraordinary loss and grief, the Day of the Dead offers us all a moment to mark our mourning,
to remember our loved ones, and to affirm the life that we cherish in community.

Daily Morning and Evening Prayer

One of the ways in which we are able to navigate the changing
circumstances of our lives is to set aside regular times for prayer and
conversation with God.

Are you aware that St. John's offers Morning Prayer at 9am and
Evening Prayer at 5pm daily through our Facebook page.



Evening Prayer at 5pm daily through our Facebook page.

 Here is the link to the page: https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsRoseville/live/

If you are unable to join us at the time indicated, you can still click on the link and view the prayer at any time.

With Malice Toward None- An Offering From Trinity Cathedral

Trinity Cathedral is participating in a Braver Angels program called With
Malice Toward None . Braver Angels is an organization committed to
bringing people with diverse political opinions together to find common
values and foster peace in our polarized political environment. 

With Malice Toward None takes its title from Lincoln's second inaugural
address, when he sought to heal the nation after the trauma of the Civil
War. The heart of the program will be a prayer service on the Cathedral
live-stream the day after the election.

This program is open to members of the Cathedral community and the
Diocese of Northern California. The first two sessions are:

October 6 from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm - Depolarizing Within
This is a public workshop, all are invited. It would be very useful to
participate in this workshop in order to prepare for our Trinity and the
Diocese of Northern California program outlined below.

October 7 at 7:00 pm - Introductions and Hopes
Meet each other and introduce this program. Marisa Gottuso and
Shelley Mydans will outline the goals of Braver Angels. We will also
discuss our hopes for the prayer service on November 4.

Please email braverangels@trinitycathedral.org for more information and if you wish to participate.

St. John's Sacred Ground Dialogue Circles Have Begun

The 31 folks who have formed 3 Sacred Ground Dialogue
Circles have begun their work. Sacred Ground is a film- and
readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in faith.
Small groups (6-14 persons) are invited come together bi-
weekly (via Zoom) and walk through chapters of America's

history of race and racism, while weaving in threads of family story, economic class, and
political and regional identity.

Please pray for those who have taken this courageous step to learn. We look forward to
sharing our learning as the series progresses. It is our hope and expectation that more
dialogue circles will be formed in the future. 

Diocesan Convention is open to all!



Diocesan Convention is open to all!

Diocesan Convention is the primary legislative body of the
Diocese of Northern California. Clergy and lay delegates
from each parish meet once a year. The number of lay
delegates is determined by identifying in which
congregational range the congregation belongs.

This year's convention will be held virtually on-line on
November 6th and 7th. All are welcome to register and
attend. There is a $25 registration fee.

For more information go to the diocesan webpage: https://www.norcalepiscopal.org/

Ways to Stay Connected and Informed

1. Provide your email address to us so that we can include you on our
St. John's email list and Constant Contact list. 

2. Bookmark our St. John's website: https://www.stjohnsroseville.org/

3. Like our Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsRoseville/

Do you know that Fr. Cliff offers a daily morning thought or devotion? It
is posted on our Facebook page and emailed to all on our website email list. There is lots of other information
that is sent out each month as well. We want everyone to know what is going on. Help us by staying
connected.

Contact Fr. Cliff if you want to be added to these lists.

Thank You for Your Support

Although we are able to only hold limited in-person services, the
ministry and work of the church continues due to your generous
support. Please help us continue this work as you are able, by mailing
your checks to the church, or by donating on-line through the donation
button located on the welcome page of our
website: https://www.stjohnsroseville.org/.

Thank you for all that you are able to do!

Fire Relief

As we are all aware, a myriad of fires have broken out all along the West Coast. Many lives
have been lost, and many lives have been permanently disrupted. 

At this time, the best way we can help is to provide financial assistance for those who are directing the rescue
and relief efforts. 

If you are able to be generous, you may send checks to the church or donate online on our
website www.stjohnsroseville.org for the fire relief efforts. We will forward the funds on to the Bishop's office.
Or, if you prefer, you can send a check directly the diocesan office, made out to the "Bishop's Discretionary



Or, if you prefer, you can send a check directly the diocesan office, made out to the "Bishop's Discretionary
Fund: Disaster Relief". We are grateful for any and all assistance you are able to provide.
 

Love Is The Way: Holding On To Hope In Troubling Times

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has recently published this new book. He
expands on his message of hope in an inspirational road map for living the
way of love, illuminated with moving lessons from his own life.

Plans are being made to offer this as a book study during the season of
Advent. If you are interested in obtaining a copy here is a link to Amazon's
webpage offering the book.

https://www.amazon.com/Love-Way-Holding-Troubling-
Times/dp/B086H3YL88

Stay tuned for further details.

St. Vincent de Paul Food Bin

During the month of August you can continue to drop off donations at the home of Joyce and
Pat Paterson.  

Contact Joyce Paterson (916-780-3396) for more details,

Thank you! 

Prayer Shawl MInistry Could Use Some Help

As many of you know, our prayer shawl ministry is a powerful expression of love for those who
are suffering. During the pandemic this ministry's work has continued, and the time has come
to replenish our stock of yarn. If you are inclined to support this work, we could use some

financial assistance. The funds you donate will all be used to purchase yarn so our ministers can stay busy!
Please send a check to the church and put "Prayer Shawl" in the memo line. Thank you for your support.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study

Tuesday mornings from 10:30am-Noon a group gathers on a Zoom call to study the readings
for the upcoming Sunday. The discussion is lively and thoughtful. If you are interested in
participating contact Fr. Cliff or Gaye Anne McWade and they will send the Zoom link to you.

Rector's Bible Study

On Tuesday evenings from 7pm-8:30pm and Thursday mornings from 10:00am-11:30am fr.
Cliff leads a bible study. The discussion is lively and thoughtful. We learn from each other. No
experience is necessary. We are currently studying the Book of Acts. If you are interested in

participating contact Fr. Cliff he will send the Zoom link to you.

DIOCESAN E-NEWS 
An easy way to keep abreast of the news around the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California
is to subscribe to its newsletter, the Diocesan e-News, which is delivered to your inbox on
most Tuesday afternoons.  You can subscribe on the diocese website,
www.norcalepiscopal.org, by clicking on the button under CONNECT WITH US, and providing
us with your name and email.  We take your privacy seriously and do not share our lists with
anyone; if you ask to be unsubscribed, by simply clicking on the unsubscribe link that is at the



anyone; if you ask to be unsubscribed, by simply clicking on the unsubscribe link that is at the
end of each newsletter, you will be taken off the list immediately. We love feedback and try our
best to answer all concerns.  If you access your email by phone, you can text EDNC to 28828
and sign up by replying with your email.  Subscribe today!

Contact Information
 
Rector The Rev. Cliff Haggenjos (707)235-9728 stjohnsroseville@surewest.net

haggenjos@comcast.net

Deacon The Rev. Marcia Hansen (916)625-6134 meh1362002@yahoo.com

Admin. Assistant Andrea Krempin (916)757-6144 stjohnsroseville@surewest.net

Office Assistant Pat Kuethe (916)759-8368 stjohnsroseville@surewest.net

Sexton Erin Circle 916-342-6833 ecircle73@gmail.com

St. John's Fax # (916)786-6403

Senior Warden Peggy Larson (916)300-9004 epje@surewest.net

Junior Warden Larry Sydnor (209)914-1709 lsydnor2@gmail.com

Clerk of the Vestry Deanna Frazee (916)759-1769 jollylady@yahoo.com

Would you like to submit an article for the Newsletter?
Email Fr. Cliff at haggenjos@comcast.net or stjohnsroseville@surewest.net 

Items should be submitted by the 20th of each month. 
If possible, please submit articles in Microsoft Word or similar format. Thank you. 

 


