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The Language of Love
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the day of Pentecost had come,
the disciples were all together in one
place. And suddenlyfrom heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of
Jire, appeared among them, and a tctngue
rested on each of them. All of them were
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability" (Acts 2:l-2).

Thus was the birthday of the church
recorded. Quite a start, wasn't it? the
sound of a violent wind, flickering
tongues of flame, the confused sound of
many languages spoken and heard all at
once. Thus was the Holy Spirit sent to
anoint the disciples of Jesus-to provide
them with the courage, the will, and the
means to go forth into the world spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ.
The story of Pentecost is a reminder to
all of us, a reminder that it is through the
power of the Holy Spirit that we are
guided to go forth into the world, rejoicing and carrying the love of Christ to all
whom we encounter along the way. That
is our mission-the mission of the
church-to reconcile with God and one
another through Jesus Christ no matter
how difficult or messy or confusing that
task might be.
I found myself thinking about that task
the other day when I went out to the
building site on Pleasant Grove and

watched some of the ironworkers toil as
they put the beams and trusses into
place. The thought occurred to me that
we are called as members of the Body
of Christ, to build up THE, church, not a
particular church. As beautiful as that
new sanctuary will be (and I am sure it
will be beautiful), we must always be
mindful that we are raising that structure from the ground so that it might be
used by us as a tool for building up
God's kingdom in this world. That is
the mission and the work into which the
Holy Spirit is inviting each of us to participate.
In the days, weeks and months ahead
there is much work to be done to get
ready to move into this new sanctuary.
Often it will seem like many languages
are being spoken, all at the same time.
The building process and the moving
process are always messy (believe me, I
know this from recent personal experi(Continued on page 2)
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Anyone graduating in your family?

ence), and

Grads will be announced in the next newsletter & honored at the 10:30 service on
June 6. Please send names & details to the

I)
it often seems like the end is

never in sight.
However, if all of us place our faith in
the presence of the Holy Spirit in our
midst, if we rely on that presence, if we
listen to the Spirit's still small voice
heard in the midst of all this construction
chaos, then I am confident we will speak
to one another and hear one another in a
language that has been given to all of us
by our Savior, Jesus Christ. It is the language that the disciples used that Pentecost Sunday as they were overcome by
the power of the Holy Spirit. It is the
language we must use today if the Body
of Christ is to grow. It is the language of
love.
Love is the language through which
God has chosen to speak to all of us. It is
the language through which He desires to
hear our reply.

Church Office by May

15.

Special Thanks to our Holy Week helpers:
Sandy Ayers for vacuuming the whole
church not once, but twice during Holy
Week, the Altar Guild for all the wonderful
help during Holy Week services, the musicians who shared their diverse gifts for
inspired worship, the Circles for the Hot
Cross Buns, the child care providers, and
many others among us.

Thanks from Margaret Eggert for all the
prayers during her illness with shingles.
They were so very helpful.

-Cliff+
St. John's
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Pentecost Eucharist Planned on Site
As part of a continual anointing of our new church site-sacred ground-from which to serve the community and beyond, the later eucharist on Pentecost, May 23, will be held on site on Pleasant Grove. We will be praying for God's work in and from the future St. John's. There will be no Sunday School that day so all ages may join
in the prayer and celebration. Some joyful surprises are planned. The service willbegin at 10:00 a.m. Please note
this time change.
The 8:00 eucharist will remain as usual in our Sanctuary at the School. Please plan to attend this service
you need nursery care or would have trouble standing during eucharist.

if

St. John's Parish Family Camp Sign-ups This Month
St. John's 32nd Annual Summer Family Camp (family meaning anyone and everyone who is part of the
"family" or extended family) will be held this summer from Sunday, July 4 to Saturday morning July 10.
The camp is held in the Sierra, up I-80 to Hwy 20, in the Bear Valley about I hour and 15 minutes from Roseville.
The closeness makes it easy for people to go back and forth if necessary. Since July 4 is the first day of camp, those
who wish will make a special trip down to Nevada City for fireworks at the fairgrounds.
Donner Mine Camp is an old silver mining camp with wonderful grounds, a lodge for cooking and eating
communal meals, some dorm style rooms and bathroom and shower facilities. There are hookups for RVs, campers,
and tent camping areas. Other areas are available for volleyball, basketball, campfires and some swimming and fishSt. John's

ing.

You may come for the whole week or any part of the week. Meals are planned ahead
and you pay only for the meals you are there. The menu is available for you to see before camp.
There is a daily camp fee of $ 1 0 per person per day for everyone over 6 years in addition to the
cost of reasorrable meals.
We have daily Bible Study in small groups for all ages and worship times in the morning.
Many of our wonderful praise musicians are paft of our camp music team. Afternoons and evenings are free with lots of optional activities such as game nights, ice cream socials, talent show,
campfires, and a midweek evening prayer and praise service. Wednesday is atotally free day so
some people make excursions to Nevada City or Lake Tahoe or wonderful hiking areas at Grouse
Ridge. Ask someone about the kids' trout-fishing event!
Camp is a wonderful place to make new friends, have some time with God, have fun, and just rest. Information and signup materials will be available before and after the 10:30 service beginning May 2. You may call the
church office or call Leo and Kathy Des Rosier at183-7398 with any questions.

Fr. Cliffos Installation As Rector Set for June 26
Our Bishop Barry Beisner will formally install Fr. Cliff at a special service with eucharist at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, June 26, here at St. John's. The whole parish is invited as well as other clergy in the Diocese, and farnily and
friends of the Haggenjos. The service includes special gifts and anointing as Rector and Parish exchange vows of
mutual commitment. Don't miss it.

Followingwillbeareceptioncateredby"BackForbr"withabuffet. Dinneris$l0foradults,55forchildren
old. Reservations and more information will be available in the June newsletter.

4- I 0 years
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Equipping The Saints
By Pat Cannariato, D.R.E.

"Indeed, you are my lamp, O Lord; the Lord lightens my
Since I was a child I have loved the lengthening days,
when the long twilight extends the time out-of-doors. I am
genuinely thrilled that daylight savings now begins a month
earlier. I want to see each new leaf unfurl and the blossoms
unfold. Physically I could almost swear my eyesight, poor
since I was a preemie in an oxygen tent, is at its best at that
season. (l've always been grateful that I wasn't born in the
Middle Ages before the invention of spectacles as I would
be walking into wallsl)
Jesus began his sermon in his home town with the words,
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me . . . He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovering ofsight to

the blind." taken flom Isaiah 6l . How often Jesus said to
the crowd, to his disciples, to his enemies "You have eyes
but you do not see." Jesus was as concerned with spiritual
blindness as physical. He came to heal both.
Mark's gospel places the story of the healing of a blind
man in Bethsaida right before the Transfiguration. Some
people bring the blind man to Jesus and beg him to touch
him. "Jesus took the blind man by the hand and led him out
of the village; and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his
hands upon him, he asked him, 'Do you see anything?"'
That's the question God asks each one of us. Thomas
Merton in l{hen the Trees Say Nothing, points out "the urgency of seeing, fully aware, experiencing what is here'. not
what is given by . . . society, but is given by God and hidden
by . . . society." We are to see God's work and God's ways.
I am grateful to John Mogabgab in the spring issue of
Weavings for some insights into this healing. Jesus took the
man by the hand Seeing anew and aright with our spiritual
eyes is a personal event between us and God.
Jesus leads the man out of the village. This suggests the
importance of some distance between our selves and the
many opinions and conventions that shape our culture and
our seeing. I had a conversation with a twenty-year-old
just last weekend in which she confessed her addiction to
her cell phone and constant communication. She is struggling but was proud that she can now leave the phone on the
counter in her house when she is home instead of having it
in her hand.
This is the reason the church in its wisdom has offered
retreats from the busyness ofthe world that distracts us. Retreat means quite literally to back away from society for a
while. Worry and events on the one hand and complacency
and satiety on the other dull our senses and impact our spiri-

tual vision.
Receiving the gift of sight can be a messy business involving "spit" and sometimes "mud." Events in our past
and present may prevent us from seeing our future in God's
hands. Old things must be put away cleansed, forgiven,

darkness"

2 Sam 22:29

redeemed for us to see clearly. Just when we think we
have set all that at the foot of the cross, the Holy Spirit will
remind us of some forgotten incident that is blinding us.
The man answers Jesus' question: "l see men but they
look like trees walking." He sees more than he did but still
through a glass darkly. So Jesus lays his hands upon him
again and he sees clearly. Healing our spiritual blindness
may, indeed will, also be a process so it is vital that we
keep close to Jesus and our faith community.
For me opening up to the personal experience ofthe
Holy Spirit was a gift of sight. In fact all my senses
seemed heightened with an amazing intensity when the
Holy Spirit flew into my heart. The deepest red and purest
white in the garden. The Technicolor of the sunset.
Greater clarity as I read scripture. The veiled catch in a
woman's voice that meant tears were near. The homeless
man pushing his grocery cart with all his possessions like a
tuftle with his shell. The child whose tantrum meant he
was frustrated and wanted help.
The first lesson was attentiveness. If I watched with
expectation, I would see God at work and sometimes be invited to join in that work. You know how, when you get
out ofbed each morning, you expect your feet to touch the
ground and your body to stand. You expect the theory of
gravity to be in operation every time. Well, what about the
theory of God at work in his world? I sometimes tell people with doubts about the reality of God to try this: Spend
the next three months each day trusting that God will reveal himself at work in you or in someone else. Write
down what you notice. Sometimes it will be as simple as a
phone call that you feel an urge to make, only to discover
that it was a perfect day to make that call.
The second lesson was about misconceptions that
blinded me to our Father in Heaven. Yes, the God of my
childhood was high and lifted up and still is but Jesus
showed me the true face of God's love, acceptance, and
forgiveness. Prayers with a faithful and confidential friend
helped me find the full picture God has revealed of himself.
The third lesson was to take regular vacations . . . retreats. . . nature walks . . . outside the village. Sometimes
I had a companion children are wonderful for this kind of
"sightseeing." Sometimes I was alone, alone with God.
The events from the resurection to the coming of the
Holy Spirit are filled with seeing in a new way. Mary
Magdalene hears her name called and recognizes the risen
Lord. Thomas sees the nail prints and finds "My Lord and
my God." Take the adventure of seeing the Risen Lord in
your life and be blessed!
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The Vestry Page
The Vestry, the Parish board of directors, consists of 9 elected lay
members and the Rector, who is the chair of the board. Bishop Bany
Beisner has authoriQ over both Vestry and the Rector. Vestry meeting,,s
and Vestty committee meetings are open to all. Vestry members are: Joyce
Paterson (Senior Warden), Paul Kuethe (Junior Warden), Rrry Larson
(Clerkl, Elaine Bicl{ord, Paul Frazee, Bob Jones, Dennis Carr, Adrienne
Collom, and Cynde Martin. Margaret Eggert is our Treasurer.

Highlishts of the April 22nd Vestry Meetine

1.

The March Balance Sheet and Year-to-Date hnancials were reviewed but formal approval will be
given next month because adjustments are needed.
2. Vestry Committees were assigned and will be posted.
3. Vestry approved having 2 Pentecost services on May 23'd -.the traditional 8:00 am service in the
church and a 10:00 am service at the building site.
4. Vestry approved the Rector's Position Description.
5. Fr. Cliff will lead a workshop on sexual harassment in the very near future.
6. The 2010 Parochial Report was approved.
7. Vestry approved Back Forty catering Fr. Cliff s installation event on June 26
8. Vestry worked on a Master Calendar through January 20II.
9. The organ fundraiser was a success. $14,000 remains to be raised for purchase of the Allen organ.

The next Vestry meeting is May 27th at 6:30 pm in the Adult Ed Room.

Grateful, GIad, and Giving
Hello everyone from the Grateful, Glad and Giving Committee! The family information about prayers
and ministries has been distributed to the callers.
The callers are: Kathy Alvis, Sandy Ayers, Elaine Bickford, Dennis Carr, Romie and Mary Circle, Craig and
Adrienne Collom, Kevin and Robbi Farrar, Paul and Deanna Frazee. Bob and Jo Jones, Paul and Pat Kuethe, Roy and
Lois Larson, Wayne and Cynde Martin, Pat and Joyce Paterson, Diane Williamson, and Ned and Carol Worlhinglon.
Please be open to their calls as the intent is to establish a closer relationship with fellow St. John's Parishioners and to assist you in prayer requests and any interest you may have in all the ministries St. John's provides to the
parish and the communiry.

held on

Hello also from the Allen Organ Fund-raising Committee. We have great news! The organ fund-raiser
April l6 was a great success!! We raised over $5,000 toward the purchase of the Allen organ.

In order to have the organ in place for our first service in the new church, we need to place an order for the
organ by June 1. That gives us the month of May to raise the additional funds. It is estimated we are shoft about
$14,000 AslstatedintheservicesonAprillS,ifl00familiesdonatedaminimumof$140.00each(orwhateveryou
can give) by May 3I, we would reach our goaMf you have already donated specifically for the organ please let me
know as I want to insure that EVERYONE who has donated is listed on the plaque that will be placed in the new
church.
Can you must imagine how wonderful it

opening!!
Yours in Christ, Roy Larson

will

be to see Terry playing our new organ praising the Lord on our

5
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May Events
Saturdays & Sundays in May & June
Get-Togethers with Fr. Cliff
lfyou have not yet signed up for a chance to
rneet with a small group to get acquainted with Fr. Cliff,
please do so after church. It will be an informal and
casual afternoon on a variety ofdates and locations.
Find one that works for youl
Sign-ups in

May:

Parish Family Camp

Sign-up after church services on Sundays.
Details on page 3.

May

1

Prayer Shawl Ministry
l0 am
of Kathy Des Rosier, 2307 Vernon

at the lrome

St. Roseville,183-1398. Anyone is welcome who
would like to join us to leant to knit or crochet the
prayer shawls. We would love to have them. Fr. Cliff is
coming to visit at this meeting. While the meeting is
from l0 to 12, people can come and leave as needed.

May

7-8

Bishop's Conference
Grateful, Glad, and Giving

13

May

training, noon lunch, I pm 5 workshops + lay ministry
training, 2:45 keynote Speech by the Rev. Canon
Roberlson. lhen eucharis{.
Cost: $55 includes snacks, lunch, dinner, materials
and two teachings by nationally known speakers plus
many fine workshops. Sign up online by May 2.

May

9

Guest Preacher Andrea Baker

who is a seminarian from Trinity Cathedral will
give a serrnon/powerpoint presentation about the
Diocese of Nofthern California's work with our
companion diocese of Honduras, building relationships

with the church/schools and background on the mestizo
(E,uropean, Mayan, African) culture of Honduras. She
will also address the Adult Forum at 9:30.

Club

6:30 pm

95147. All are welcome. We will discuss the novel
Forgiving Ararat by Gita Nazareth. A young lawyer
unexpectedly dies and, ariving in heaven, learns she
has been chosen to join the elite lawyers who defend
souls at the Final Judgment.
So )zou can read ahead: June 3 selection is Sl/rzs
Marner by George Eliot. A classic novel about a
weaver falsely accused of a crime who chooses a life of
bitterness and the child who comes to live with him.
Julyl is The Yetv of Living Biblically: One Man's
Humble Quest to Follow the Bible as Literally as
Possible by A. J. Jacobs. Raised in a secular family but
interested in faith, Jacobs decides to dive in headfirst
and attempt to obey the Ten Commandments. To be
fruitful and multiply. To love his neighbor. But also to
obey the hundreds of less publicized rules such as not
wearing clothes made of mixed fibers, playing a tenstring harp, stoning adulterers. The resulting spiritual
journey is at once funny and profound, reverent and
irreverent, personal and universal.

23

May

Feast of Pentecost
for l0:00 service on page 3.

See details

A must attend for any congregation interested in
learrring new ways to enhance their financial success.
There are many workshops to choose from. St. John,s
begarr this year-round stewardship program last fall and
is hosting the conference.
Agenda includes the following:
May 7 5 prn registration, 6 pm dinner, 7 pm
Opening Keynote Speech by the Rt. Rev. Greg Rickel,
then compline.
May 8 8 am Registration & hospitality, 9 Teaching
by Susan Vick, 10:30 4 Workshops + lay ministry

WestPark Book

Next meeting: May 13 at the home of Kay Millar,
4123 Sylvan Glen Lane, Roseville (Sun City)

May

26 Preschool Awards

NI.ay

27

NIay

27

Ceremony 6:30 pm

Kindergarden and 8th Grade
Graduation at St. John's School6:30 pm

Vestry Meeting 6:30
All welcome at the meeting in the Adult

Ed

Room.

May

30

Trinify Sunday

Children's Eucharist with our children leading/
participating in all aspects of our worship at l0:30.

June

6

Sundav School'oPicnic"

Enjoy your cup of coffee at coffee hour.
The hospitality ministry is thankful for all those
parishioners who contribute to the coffee kitty.
Your $ 1 donation for coffee and treat helps provide coffee and supplies. It also serves to warmly
welcome newcomers.
Supplies for hospitality for our construction

Good News from St. John's
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From the Senior Warden
The Vestry is feeling less pressured in its deliberations now that Fr. Clilf has assumed leadership and is
concentrating on future planning and organizing the business side of the church. The decision to contract
with a new church website has opened new opportunities for information sharing and ministry outreach. A
plan to introduce the website in a power point presentation at an adult forum is in the works. A master calendar is being prepared so that there is no conflict or duplication of events in use of present and future facilities. Facility policy will be reviewed and rewritten.
Vestry members along with volunteers from the Brotherhood, Daughters of the King, and Grateful, Glad
& Giving members will be calling on parishioners to update ministry and prayer pledges.
Less pressure but busier than ever.....

Faithfully,
Joyce Paterson

Feast of Pentecost-M ay 23

I

wiLL pour

jut m\

On the first Pentecost, the living and ascended .Iesus poured out the Holy Spirit
Spirrr.
upon his disciples, fulfilling his promise to "send another counselor. " With a lively
- Acts 2:17
wind like the creative breath of God, the Spirit empowered the disciples. And Christianity spread across the Roman Empire.
This Spirit of Truth showed them the meaning of the Old Testament and the
significance of Jesus' life and death. The Spirit baptized them with power to bring the
Truth to the peoples of the world. They demonstrated this power by speaking in
many languages understood by visitors to Jerusalem from all over the ancient world
that day.
Pentecost means Fiftieth and was used by the Jews for the Feast of Weeks, 50 days after Passover,
celebrating
1. the gift of the grain harvest,
2. the gift of the Covenant of the Law,
3. and the founding of Israel.
The Christians could see new fulfillment of God's promises in this festival: a thanksgiving for
1. the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
2. the giving of the New Covenant in Jesus,
3. and the "birthday" of the Christian community-the Church!
That's why on Pentecost Sunday we will be having a glorious birthday celebration at 10:00 a.m. as we
gather at the building site of our new sanctuary.
Yes, we will have streamers and balloons, shakers and noisemakers, people speaking in different languages, and even a birthday cake as we celebrate Holy Eucharist together!
We will also have an 8:00 a.m. service that day for those who are unable to join us at the worksite. It
will be festive, too!
Please join us, and remember

1r'a a TaaArno" ar

St, kta'o
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CHruSTIAN EDTJCMION
Adult Ed
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
Adult Ed Room
May

2 ooOn Your Road to Emmaus"

in exploring what the empty
tomb means for the early disciples and us personally
.Toin Pat Cannariato

May

9

Andrea Baker

Come learn more about the work of the Diocese
of Northern California in our companion diocese in
I{onduras. (See page 6)

May 16'oAscension-The Neglected Feast
Because it always falls on a Thursday, not much
is celebrated about this extraordinary event that has
great spiritual meaning for all of us. Join us as we
discuss what happened and what it means for us in
our lives and in the unfoldins storv of the churchthe bodv of Christ.

May 23 No Adult Ed
We will be on the building site celebrating the
birthday of the Church with the gift of the Holy Spi

June

6

ooThe

Acts of the Apostles"

Join Fr. Cliff as he teaches on the book of Acts
the four Sundays in June.

ChitdrenS

5

undoy School

May 16: Fr. Cliff will meet with the kids
in the classroom during Sunday School time.
May 23: No Sunday School. Please bring
your children to the on-site Pentecost service at
10:00 on Pleasant Grove. Q..lote the earlier starting
time!) Some special events are planned as we continue to bless "the sacred space" God has given us
from which to serve the community and beyond.

May 30: Childrenos Eucharist
Our children will be leading and participating in a
special eucharist. Please have them here by 10:15
so they can take parl in the special procession.

June 6 is the end of the formal Sunday School year
a parish-wide '(Picnic"-bounce house, simple
games out in the courtyard. Stay for hot dogs, chips,
desert and a drink! Side dishes are welcome!!

with

Summer Sunday School at 10:15 a.m. continues each following week for children who enjoy
afts, crafts, games and learning more about Jesus
until the next traditional school vear besins.

Needed: Summer Teachers/Aides
Enjoy working with kids? (Ours are really wonderful.) Not sure? Teaching a few times during
the summer session is an ideal way to try it.
There are several options: A Bible story curriculum, crafts and hobbies, puppets, a Veggie
Tale DVD followed by a related activity.
Contact Kathleen O'Connor (624-1082) if
you would like to explore volunteering.

Ilooker and the Three-Legged Stool: Scriptureo Tradition, and Reason
Fr. Cliff used this Anglican theological method in his recent class on "The Empty Tomb: Now What?"
The other day sitting on a wobbly chair I was reminded that a three-legged stool always stands firmly, regardless of uneven legs or ground. This has been used as a metaphor for the classic defense of Anglicanism by Richard Hooker, a sixteenth-century Anglican theologian in his Laws oJ'Ecclesiaslical Polity.
Christian truth, said Hooker, must be a collaboration among all the sources of authority-scripture, tradition. and reason. Scripture is primary. Nothing must contradict it. But Scripture always needs to be interpreted and interpretation is the work of tradition and reason. Tradition is the collective wisdom of the
Church over time. Reason is our God-given ability to discern what is true and goo4. It is more than pure
rationality. It is thought, feeling, and experience under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Good News from St. John's
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PERSONALITY PROFILE: MILAN RICHARDSON

-Charm

Infelise

If one reviews Milan's history, one sees that he is a man of varied interests, talents and experiences. He was born
itt Boise, Idaho, but raised and educated in New Mexico and Texas. He attended high school at New Mexico Military
Institute, in Roswell, New Mexico, to prepare for a career as an Army officer. Graduating in June, 1947, family
financial resources precluded his continuing on through the college years. Instead, he went to work in the oil fields of
West Texas until landing a job in radio broadcasting. Over the next several years he worked in Texas, Oregon, and
Idaho, "spinning" mostly Country/Western music. He repofts that these were the "funnest" jobs he ever had.
While working at a radio station in Twin Falls, Idaho, he met his first wife, Sarah, in 1949. Later that year he entered
the Army and was stationed with the 45th lnfantry Division at Fort Polk, Louisiana. He and Sarah were married in
March, I 950, shortly before his division departed for the Far East and the Korean "conflict." He returned home in
l952andeventuallybecameanaccountantforAlbertson's,

Inc.,intheBoisehomeoffices. Itwastherethat,while

looking for a meaningful church home, they were invited by a coworker to visit All Saints Episcopal Church. They
were captured by the beauty and tradition of the liturgy and, after six weeks of confinnation classes, were confinned
in June. 1956.

Milan immediately became deeply involved in the ministries of the church, earning licenses as Lay Reader. in his
home parish, and Lay Preacher, serving at the pleasure of his bishop. Milan remained active in these ministries until
Sarah was diagnosed with Hodgkin's disease in 1963. As her illness progressed and medical bills mounted, Milan
sought work that would be more remunerative. Answering an ad in the Boise paper for employrnent in California
State Government, he accepted a position in 1968 in the Law Enforcement Data Center at the Department of Justice
and transferred later to the Secretary of State's Office. Until Sarah's death in May, 1968, he commuted to Idaho on
weekends. It was a very difficult time for the family with young son, Matt, staying with grandparents in Boise before
moving to Sacramento with his dad.
Milan met Sharon at a Parents Without Partners group meeting in Sacramento, which both had been very reluctant
to attend. Sharon, at the time, was a widow with three-year old twins - Kalyn and David. Things progressed and
they were rnarried in October, 1969, becoming an instant family of five.
While living in Cameron Park with their new family, a friend called late one evening to share her excitemerrt over
an experience she had at St. John's, Roseville. It had been the regular Wednesday night charismatic Prayer and Praise
service and she urged Milan and Sharon to try it. They attended the next Wednesday night and their hearts were
captured. They attended their first mass at St. John's on Mother's Day, 1977. They had been told to look for Romie
and Mary Circle, so they asked the couple sitting next to them to point out the Circles. Lo-and-behold, that couple
WAS the Circles. Once more Milan became active, seruing as Lay Reader and Chalice Bearer.
1980 saw them moving to Sutter (ust west of Yuba City) to care for Sharon's mother and they became very active
in Holy Cross in Yuba Cify. Milan filled many roles in this little mission church. He was on the vestry, Junior
Warden, Senior Warden, Lay Reader, Chalice Bearer and, after the resignation of the rector, he became "Layman In
Clrarge." With the guidance of Canon Wilkowski, Milan was issued a license as "Lay Preacher" by Bishop Jerry
Lamb. For a period of many months following, he wrote and preached his own serrnons on three Sundays each
month.
In 2000 Milan and Sharon moved to Sun Cify Lincoln Hills and again became regulars at St. John's. In 2002 they
joined a Bible study group in Lincoln Hills and, shortly thereafter, Milan became "Leader of the Pack." He thrives on
the research involved in preparing the study guides for each session. Members have remained loyal and appreciative
of his work. The group now consists of l8 members meeting weekly at the Richardson home and the core group has
remained since the beginning. They have been working through the books of the Bible and have recently cornpleted
studies of the Women of the Old Testament and the New Testament.
When not busy with this, the family Mini-Schnauzers, Roxie and Marty, keep him entertained. Milan has a
penchant for old classic movies and color cartoons, and has a collection to make Ted Turner green with envy. Milan
and Sharon have two grandsons, Nathanial (9) and Elias (7), who live with parents Steve and Kalyn, in Oak Harbor.
Washington. Happily, web-cams and a computer program (Skype) allow the two families to see and talk with each
other regularly. Eldest son, Matt, and wife, Lisa, live in Boise and youngest son, David, still lives in Yuba City.
What a blessing Milan and Sharon have been to our congregation and to their friends.
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Reaching Out to Others
MINISTRY OF CONSTRUCTION: "Feed my sheep"

-Charm

Infelise

These words are significant, depending on whether you see them as a suggestion or a directivel At St Johns we have
tlre opportunify to serve as we feed our construction workers. In spite of the problems of weather, we have been able to
serve seven lunches. We are now beginning to get more people signing up but a number of questions have become apparent. How the program works is someone agrees to provide a lunch which they bring about 1 1 :15 to the site and we
serve about I 1:30. This can be a special soup, chili, a casserole, or whatever inspires you. In the weeks ahead we will
have burritos and even a hamburger barbecue. Sides can vary from munchies such as carrots, celery, etc. or even a salad.
It is fun to see how creative people can be. We have access to free rolls and bread but biscuits and cornbread have also
been among the offerings. Dessert is often the store cookies, but cupcakes, fruit, or pudding cups are other possibilities. I
think pie would be a real treat. And in warmer weather there will be ice cream. Desserts are a possibility for those who
work and cannot come on Thursday.
One can also be creative in the organization. Work in teams, especially as the work crews become larger. For those
who work and cannot be there at noon on Thursday, it is possible to buy a tray of lasagna or a bucket of KFC chicken
and work with someone who can be there to serve. I will always be there, God willing. to see that all is working well.
We have paper soup bowls and plates, napkins and real silverware as well as atablecloth to coverthe grungy table.
I need you to sign up with me ahead of time and would appreciate knowing what you are serving. That way we can
avoid providing the same dish two weeks in a row. If you do not have a partner, I can find someone who wor"rld help or
cook or buy something. It helps to have home-cooked food but there are amazing possibilities at the store. I go to the
later service but am known to pop in the early service from time to time. Otherwise, you can phone me at 9l 6-408-1584
or my e-mai I at: qillsli5glidhs111ajLrca1.
It is fun to be there and talk to the workers about what is happening. We hope to have different people every week.

Noel's Prayer Shawl Ministry
Picture a warm shawl of softest yarn, the color of the sky, to curl up in on the hardest days of your life. Then picture
you. This is the work of the Prayer Shawl Ministry.
In 2006 when Noel Schively, Fr. John's wife, was getting cherno, another cancer patient shared the blessing of a
prayer shawl with her and Noel said, "Now I know why I'm on this journey." She began to knit shawls for others. As
Noel was declining, she begged Jenny Newcomb "not to let the ministry die." Jenny responded, "But I can't even knit."
"Joyce Paterson will help," said Noel. So the two women took knitting lessons and like ripples in a pond came blessings.
On the first Saturday of each month l7 women meet for two hours to knit together and pray. (There are also two
committed prayer partners who don't knit but pray daily for each shawl recipient.) There is fellowship, too. Thus far
274 shawls have been given out all over the US from St. John's for all manner of conditions-illness, emotional distress,
family crisis, grief. There are other Prayer Shawl Ministries throughout the courrtry.
Anyone nray request a shawl for someone. Each is accompanied by a card with the name of the person who knitted
or crocheted the shawl, the date and the name of the priest who blessed it at St. John's and some lovely personalized
prayers. There is never any payment accepted for the shawls though the ministry has received donations: a large carrying bag for shawls from Rita Marsh, 300 purple gift bags and tissue from the Bisbees, and skeins of the Lyons soft
homespulr yarn that is used and money from others.
So many stories come back: a baby delivered very early by necessity who spent ayear in ICU in fragile condition
and is now home. A successful surgery. A husband who, after the death of his wife, found a note saying how much the
shawl had meant to her and the prayers given to "a woman that they didn't even know." A woman with terminal cancer
whose hospice rvorker commented, "You look so much better today? Is it a new medication?" And the answer was "l
received this beautiful prayer shawl yesterday and I slept for the first night in four weeks." Yes, in many ways it is a
new medication. the medication of love and the Holy Spirit.
The ripples keep spreading. Pleasant Grove CommuniS, Church has begun their own ministry after consulting with
St. John's women. A group from St. James in Lincoln will be at the next monthly meeting to learn about Prayer Shawl
each stitch bathed in prayers for

Ministry.
So many blessed. Those who receive and those who give . . . doubly blessed.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Sat

Fri

I
7:30 am Brotherhood ofSt. Andrew
I

0 am Prayer Shawl

Ministry
at Kathy DesRosiers

2

J

4

5

6

Meals for Homeless
at St. Vincent de

7 pm Musicians

7

8

Bishop's

Bishop's Conference

8 am Eucharist

Cotfee
9:30 Adult Ed
7

pm House Groups

5 Sunday
School
I 0:30 Eucharist
Coffee
l 0:1

9
8 am Eucharist
Coffee
9:30 Adult Ed
Andrea Baker
l 0:1 5 Sunday
School
I 0:30 Euclrarist
Coffee

l6

9:30 eucharist
l0:15 Tuesday

Women's Group

Paul

Conference
5 pm-9 pm

8 am-5 pm

t4

l5

2l

,,1

7 pm House Groups

t0
7 prn House Groups

1l

l2

13
6:30 pm Book Club

9:30 eucharist
l0:15 Tuesday

Women's Group
7 pm Musicians
7 pm House Groups

t7

18

t9

20

8 am Eucharist

Coffee

9:30 eucharist

9:30 Adult Ed
7 pm House Groups
5 Sunday
School
| 0:30 Eucharist
l 0:1

23

I

24

7 pm House Groups

Coflbe

No Sunday School
l0:30 Eucharist with
children
Coffee

9:30 eucharist
l0:15 Tuesday

Women's Group

7 pm House Groups

26
Preschool Awards

Ceremony
6:30 pm at St. John's

27
6:30 pm Vestry

31

Memorial
Day
7 pm House Groups

28

29
Meals for the Honeless at St. Vincent de
Paul

6:30 pm Kindergarten and 8th grade
Graduation

School Board
7 pm Musjcians

8 am Eucharist
9:30 Adult Ed

25

School

0 am Eucharist
On site
Coffee

30

Women's Croup

7 pm House Groups

Coffee

Feast of Pentecost
8 arn Eucharist
Coffee
No Sunday School

7 pm Musicians

l0:15 Tuesday

1
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Outreach Project-Daughters of the King
Please

For:

join us in collecting necessary items for the needy. Many thanks from the DOK.

Roseville Home Start-a 12-month transitional housing program successfully guiding
homeless families along the road to affordable, sustainable, permanent housing
and self-sufficiency.
The Gathering Inn-provides food for the homeless and shelter for the night.
and conditioners, soaps/body wash,
loofah/washcloths, razors and shaving creams, deodorants, toothbrushes and toothpastes,
toilet paper and paper towels, combs and brushes, antibacterial gels, baby wipes, etc'

What: Hygiene items (travel size) including shampoos

We will also be collecting small electronics, therapy and art supplies, bed linens,
towels, cleaning supplies, kitchen supplies, etc.

When: May 23 and 30, after

each service and every 5th Sunday from then on.

Where: The collection boxes will be in the courtyard after the 8 am and 10:30 am services on
May 23 and 30 and every fifth Sunday. If you have any large items that need to be picked
up or have any questions, please call Lois Larson 916-630-0153 or email
lois. larson@sbcglobal.net.

