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From the Rector

We Wait!

As I move through the Advent season, I
am continuing to ponder a couple of
questions that God has placed on my
heart.

Am I waiting for Christmas, or am I waiting for Christ?

If I am honest with myself, I think the answer to these
questions is yes to both. Frankly there is so much to do in this
season: plan services (especially in this pandemic year),
attend to pastoral calls, send notes, and prepare to send out
gifts to our children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren and
friends (okay, if I am honest Babette does most of this). So it
is natural that I am waiting for that time when we can quietly
remember, celebrate and give thanks for the birth of our Lord.
There is something sacred and profound in remembering the
way in which God chose to reveal himself to humanity. Taking
the fragile and humble form of a small child born into a poor,
disenfranchised family, God demonstrated the power that
exists through self-giving love.

But, as this season of Advent unfolds, and I listen to the Word
of God through the readings selected for this season, I find
myself also waiting and longing for the return of our Lord. For
at that time, I have no doubt that Christ will bring the world
into the fulfillment of love as he has promised. This is not
something to fear, but rather is a time of immense joy for
those of us who have placed our faith and hope in him.

This pandemic, the election, and the myriad of concerns and
issues that confront us everyday can often seem
overwhelming. But, when we place our hope in Jesus, and do
our best to love as he has commanded us to love, we find that
our hearts are filled with the hopeful expectation of joy that
love provides.

As this new church year unfolds, it is my prayer and sincere
desire that all of us wait each day, not in fear, but in
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expectant joy for the coming of our Lord. And, each day as
we wait, it is my prayer that we do our best to experience and
share the transforming love of Jesus Christ. For in that way
the Body of Christ will grow, love will abound, and our joyful
anticipation of the Lord's return will increase.

May we all experience a Merry Christmas, and may we all
continue to grow in our faith, in our hope and in our love.

In Faith, Hope and Love,
Fr Cliff
 
                               

From the Deacon

Thankfully, the Bishop assigned me back to
St.John's on September 3, then
unfortunately I had to take that bit of a hiatus
during October, and returned fully in
November.  I am now ramping up to be the
effective Deacon, I hope you desire to have
with you. Yes, I definitely promote the

Gospels that I proclaim - for "we know neither the day
nor the hour," thus, I'd like to help all of us to be ready!

The Deacon Bandaid Project - as part of my sermon on
November 15, I announced a challenge for people to be
"actively" waiting for the nativity of Jesus and then for
the waiting for the return of Jesus for end days by
carrying out Jesus' request for us to remain awake and
diligently helping our neighbors. As we reach out to
those in need, whether individually or collectively, we
can be sharing the love of Christ and the Hope of
salvation for everyone. How - Being awake - aware - of
those needing help around us - lend a hand, then
placing a bandaid because we know that it is Jesus who
does the healing. The challenge is to place a bandaid
(or the word Bandaid) on a piece of paper or email of
what you did, and a line or two of how it made you feel -
then email or mail to me. 

 
1) We will be honoring Jesus by helping another  -
a neighbor - whether it's with a cup of coffee, bowl
of soup, taking time to just sit/stand and listen to a
"neighbor'  known or unknown, making a prayer
lap/shawl for someone recuperating from surgery
or loss, placing a flower with a note on someone's
porch to bring cheer to those who are
homebound, volunteering to help Meals on
Wheels, donating at St. Vincent de Paul, writing
letters to prisoners or those stuck at home or in



care facilities, that phone call you've been
meaning to make, and so much more - it's easy to
help another if you keep your eyes open, remain
awake, and let our hearts take the lead over our
sensitive egos so that we can take the action in
our hearts, listen to what is around us, and just
being there and being open to seeing Jesus in the
faces of others and letting others see the face of
Jesus in us because of our actions. Jesus shows
up in the most inconceivable places. Remember
when He said ... "whatever you did for the least of
these, you did for ME."

 
2) Your bandaid papers will help give me, as your
new Deacon, an idea of what is happening in our
community and with you and will also help me
understand where our hearts are leaning. We may
find some synergy of ideas come forward on
which we can, as a group, take action. What YOU
are seeing could be ministries for more of us
during COVID and beyond. We are just waiting for
someone else to take the first step! 

Seniors First needs volunteers for Meals on Wheels, if
you are willing to commit to a routine, it would be about
1.5 hours a week or be a substitute on call. Pick up
meals from the distribution site nearest to your home
area, and deliver meals to 10 seniors. It is done in as
safe a method as possible, to keep you and the
recipients safe during these times of COVID. You are
the face of Jesus showing up at their door step, in
effect, saying, I do see you! 

Advocacy - Are you seeing people who need to have
their voices heard? Do you have some skills that you
are itching to employ to help give your retirement years
purpose? Once retirement is achieved, we realize that
we are now free to do things we have always wanted to
do but didn't know how to go about it or didn't want to do
it alone. Maybe, our congregation  - which is a body
made up of so many talents - are also anxious to help
such potential ministries come to life. As a team, we can
accomplish so much - St. John's is proof of that!

I have begun to contact many of you already to
introduce/re-introduce myself to you as your new
Deacon. Our connection can be as confidential as you
desire. I am excited to be a partner with Fr. Cliff to help
all of you achieve your spiritual desires and receive the
pastoral care you desire as well. Please do not hesitate
to contact me via email or phone - I am in your
directory. If you would like me to contact you, if I haven't
already touched base with you, please always feel free



to reach out to me first! Before going off to Seminary for
the Diaconal path, I was a Stephen Leader/Stephen
Minister with you at St. John's, and took my vows as
one of the Daughters of the King at St. John's as well
and participated in the women's ministries. I have been
blessed to be back with you.

The Rev. Marcia Hansen, Deacon
St. John's Episcopal Church
Roseville, CA 

From the Senior Warden

It's hard to believe that we are approaching
the end of another year! Many of you cannot
wait for the end of 2020 - certainly a year to
remember. As the new year approaches, a
fresh start awaits in 2021. Before you rush

to end 2020, try embracing it!

We have begun our Advent season. As in April with Holy
Week, this Advent season will look quite different than what
any of us are used to. And that's OK!!!! Let's slow down this
holiday season, LISTEN to the lessons, focus on the season,
and embrace the blessings in our lives.

St. John's remains resilient. As our building doors have
closed once again, our church remains open! We continue to
reach more homes with our current service offerings than
ever before. We continue to do God's work. We continue to
share the transforming love of Jesus Christ. We continue to
create a space for others to grow and flourish.

I wish you and your family a blessed holiday season. I am
truly grateful to be a part of this amazing congregation.

With God's love,
Peggy

The Vestry Page
 
Vestry Members: The Vestry, the parish board
of directors, consists of nine elected lay
members and the Rector, who is the Chair of
the Board.  Vestry meetings and Vestry

committee meetings are open to all.  Vestry members Peggy
Larson (Senior Warden), Larry Sydnor (Junior Warden),
Shelly Carlson, Elaine Bickford, Rosemary Marino, Evelyn
Circle, Art Banks, Dela Duncan and Linda Mares.  Deanna



Frazee serves as the non-voting Clerk of the Vestry.  

 
Vestry Highlights*
  
November 18, 2020 meeting (conducted via Zoom):

*Members of the Finance Committee met with the vestry and
reviewed a preliminary draft budget for 2021. Further review
will be conducted as the Stewardship campaign concludes.
The parish is in sound financial shape as members have
continued to support the ministry of the church.

*The PPP loan  (in the amount of $43,000) has been forgiven
as expected, and those funds will will be recognized as
income on the November financial statements.

*The October financial statements were reviewed and
accepted. The church's cash position continues to be strong,
and we are in good position to be able to address upcoming
challenges.

*The Sacred Ground Dialogue Circles are going very well.
Three circles continue to meet and share thoughts.
Discussions have been very thoughtful and respectful. Many
have commented about how they are learning and enjoying
the material that has been presented. It is hoped that future
circles will be offered next year.

*This year's Stewardship Campaign, "The Promise of Hope"
has begun. Vestry members will contact members to take
meal orders for the virtual lunch planned for December 6th.
Randy Peters will cater.

*Deacon Marcia reported on the preliminary response to her
band-aid project.

*Fr Cliff continues to monitor the "Covid" status of the county
public heath department as he plans Christmas services. He
has developed alternate plans depending on whether we will
be allowed to have in-person services or only on-line.

*December 21st, Fr Cliff will offer a "Blue Christmas" service
designed to acknowledge those who are suffering or have
lost loved ones over the course of the year.

*Vestry members will continue to keep our phone tree active
during this time period and will advise Fr. Cliff of any needs
that require his attention. They will also be speaking with
members to identify potential vestry candidates to serve the
term 2021-2023.

*Complete minutes of the Vestry meeting are posted on the
Kiosk in the narthex. You may also find the 2019 Vestry



Minutes binder on the bookshelf in the hospitality room. 

Do you know a fellow parishioner who would be a good
candidate to serve on the Vestry or as a Delegate to the
annual Diocesan Convention? If so, please nominate him or
her to serve (of course ask them for permission first).

The Parish will elect three new Vestry members and six new
Convention Delegates at our Annual Parish Meeting on
January 17, 2021. New Vestry members will serve a three
year term beginning January 17, 2021. Newly-elected
Delegates to the Diocesan Convention will attend the
Convention in 2021.

WHAT IS THE VESTRY?
If the idea of a Vestry is new to you, it is similar to the
governing body of a nonprofit company. According to the
website of the national Episcopal Church, the vestry is the
"legal representative of the parish with regard to all matters
pertaining to its corporate property." It helps define the
mission of the congregation, supports the church's mission
"by word and deed", selects the rector of the Church, ensures
effective organization, and manages the Church's resources
and finances. Next year's Vestry will play an integral role in
developing future Initiatives and strategic plans. There is a
significant time commitment.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF A VESTRY MEMBER
The responsibilities of the Vestry fall into three categories:
Financial oversight, Facilities oversight, and Development. A
Vestry member serves a three-year term, attends monthly
meetings and at least one Saturday retreat, serves as a
liaison to at least one other Church committee or ministry
group, attends Church and Church events on a regular basis,
and supports the annual stewardship campaign through
giving and raising funds. Candidates must be able to fulfill all
of the requirements of the office.

In addition, according to our bylaws, a vestry candidate must
be over 18 years of age, must be baptized and confirmed into
the Episcopal Church, must have received communion or
attended an on-line worship service at least three times
during the preceding year, be faithful at worship, and must



have made a financial contribution to the Church in the
preceding year.

WHAT IS A DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATE?
The annual Convention of the Diocese of Northern Calidornia
take place on the first or second Saturday of November each
year, and Saint John'sl elects Delegates to attend and
represent our church. At the Diocesan Convention, delegates
elect Diocesan officials, hear reports to the Convention,
approve the budget of the Diocese and establish Diocesan
policy and procedure by considering and voting on resolutions
and approving changes to the Diocesan constitution and
canons.The Parish elects six Delegates to attend.

WHAT MAKES A GOOD CANDIDATE?
Delegates to the Diocesan Convention must be willing to
attend the Diocesan Convention, prepare for the Convention,
and attend meetings before and after the Convention with
other delegates and Church leaders.

THE NOMINATION PROCESS
Service on the Vestry and as a Delegate requires sound
judgment, familiarity with Saint John's and its parishioners,
and a willingness to spend time in service to the Church. If
you feel called to this service please complete the nomination
forms which may be found here:

Vestry and Delegate Nomination Forms

Please return those forms to the church office or to Fr. Cliff by
December 31, 2020. Please contact him or any currently
serving vestry member or delegate with any questions you
may have.

Esther Chapter Daughters of the King
 
I hope your Thanksgiving was full of all
things Thankful. And your Christmas
season is full of all things happy, joyful,
peaceful, relaxed, loving, and full of
laughter despite the Coronavirus. I hope

the world can focus on the reason we celebrate this holiday
and spread the love of Jesus. That even in this quarantine we
can find new ways to spread the love of Jesus to all
throughout the world. To find time to spend praying more,
studying the word more, and do the things that are important
to you.
 
Merry Christmas blessings to all of you! It will be so wonderful
to see all your smiling faces again! You are loved and you are
missed.
 
Blessings,



Shelly Carlson
Esther Chapter
President

Our Regathering
Schedule

Placer County is now in
the Purple Covid Zone. 

As such, we are not
able to hold in-person
services at this time. 

We are offering an on-
line Worship Service at
9:30 am on Sundays. 

We also offer Morning Prayer at 9am and Evening Prayer at 5
pm Monday-Saturday. 

All services can be accessed through our Facebook page or
website.

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsRoseville

https://www.stjohnsroseville.org/

The Promise of Hope

Over the past six months we have faced some hard
challenges, and our lives have experienced numerous
changes. But we have also received numerous blessings.

One of those blessings is a greater appreciation for each
other, the fellowship we enjoy as a community of faith, and
the ability to worship together (although perhaps in new
ways).

Now is a time to reflect on the ways in which the mission and
ministry of St. John's has made a difference in our lives, the
lives of those we love, and the community in which we are
called to serve. Through our continued presence and work,
we have been able to provide so many with the promise of
hope, and the assurance of God's love.

In what ways might you be able to continue to support such



work?

Please prayerfully
consider how you might
support our work
together. For it is
together that we are
called to share the
promise of hope!

A Blue Christmas Service
December 21st-7pm

There are many moments in our lives when we need comfort.
There are tough times when we yearn for consolation. The
suffering people who looked for the long-awaited Messiah
were given a hope-filled image of God in the writings of
Isaiah. It expresses the belief that no matter what happens to
us, God will be there to comfort and support us. Christmas
can be a time for many when we are in need of that
reassurance and comfort (especially with the challenges we
have experienced with the pandemic).

On December 21st at 7pm (the longest night of the year), we
will gather on-line to pray and acknowledge the loss we have
suffered this year (especially remembering those who are no
longer with us). Through song, prayer and reflection we will lift



our hearts to God and open our hearts for divine comfort.

We hope you will join us for this important and necessary
service. It will be broadcast on-line though our Facebook
page and website.

Daily Morning and
Evening Prayer

One of the ways in
which we are able to
navigate the changing
circumstances of our
lives is to set aside
regular times for prayer

and conversation with God.

Are you aware that St. John's offers Morning Prayer at 9am
and Evening Prayer at 5pm daily through our Facebook page.

 Here is the link to the
page: https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsRoseville/live/

If you are unable to join us at the time indicated, you can still
click on the link and view the prayer at any time.

St. John's Sacred
Ground Dialogue
Circles Continue

The 31 folks who
have formed 3
Sacred Ground

Dialogue Circles have begun their work. Sacred
Ground is a film- and readings-based dialogue
series on race, grounded in faith. Small groups (6-
14 persons) are invited come together bi-weekly
(via Zoom) and walk through chapters of America's
history of race and racism, while weaving in threads
of family story, economic class, and political and
regional identity.

Please pray for those who have taken this
courageous step to learn. We look forward to
sharing our learning as the series progresses. It is



our hope and expectation that more dialogue circles
will be formed in the future. 

Ways to Stay
Connected and
Informed

1. Provide your email
address to us so that
we can include you on
our St. John's email list
and Constant Contact
list. 

2. Bookmark our St. John's
website: https://www.stjohnsroseville.org/

3. Like our Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsRoseville/

Do you know that Fr. Cliff offers a daily morning thought or
devotion? It is posted on our Facebook page and emailed to
all on our website email list. There is lots of other information
that is sent out each month as well. We want everyone to
know what is going on. Help us by staying connected.

Contact Fr. Cliff if you want to be added to these lists.

Thank You for Your
Support

Although we are able to
only hold limited in-
person services, the
ministry and work of the
church continues due to
your generous support.
Please help us continue

this work as you are able, by mailing your checks to the
church, or by donating on-line through the donation button
located on the welcome page of our
website: https://www.stjohnsroseville.org/.

Thank you for all that you are able to do!

Love Is The Way: Holding On To Hope In Troubling Times

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has recently published this
new book. He expands on his message of hope in an
inspirational road map for living the way of love, illuminated
with moving lessons from his own life.



You can purchase this book
through Amazon:

https://www.amazon.com/Love-Way-Holding-Troubling-
Times/dp/B086H3YL88

Here is the Zoom link for the Advent Book Study. We are
meeting on Sundays at 1pm. All are welcome.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89359284962?
pwd=MlZNT0ZLQjYyY1EycXdFbGx0QWlEZz09

St. Vincent de Paul Food Bin

During the month of December you can
continue to drop off donations at the home of
Joyce and Pat Paterson.  

Contact Joyce Paterson (916-780-3396) for
more details,

Thank you! 

Prayer Shawl MInistry Could Use Some
Help

As many of you know, our prayer shawl
ministry is a powerful expression of love for

those who are suffering. During the pandemic this ministry's
work has continued, and the time has come to replenish our
stock of yarn. If you are inclined to support this work, we
could use some financial assistance. The funds you donate
will all be used to purchase yarn so our ministers can stay
busy! Please send a check to the church and put "Prayer
Shawl" in the memo line. Thank you for your support.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study

Tuesday mornings from 10:30am-Noon a
group gathers on a Zoom call to study the
readings for the upcoming Sunday. The

discussion is lively and thoughtful. If you are interested in
participating contact Fr. Cliff or Gaye Anne McWade and they
will send the Zoom link to you.



Rector's Bible Study

On Tuesday evenings from 7pm-8:30pm and
Thursday mornings from 10:00am-11:30am fr.
Cliff leads a bible study. The discussion is

lively and thoughtful. We learn from each other. No
experience is necessary. We are currently studying the Book
of Acts. If you are interested in participating contact Fr. Cliff
he will send the Zoom link to you.

DIOCESAN E-NEWS 
An easy way to keep abreast of the news
around the Episcopal Diocese of Northern
California is to subscribe to its newsletter, the
Diocesan e-News, which is delivered to your
inbox on most Tuesday afternoons.  You can
subscribe on the diocese website,
www.norcalepiscopal.org, by clicking on the
button under CONNECT WITH US, and
providing us with your name and email.  We

take your privacy seriously and do not share our lists with
anyone; if you ask to be unsubscribed, by simply clicking on
the unsubscribe link that is at the end of each newsletter, you
will be taken off the list immediately. We love feedback and
try our best to answer all concerns.  If you access your email
by phone, you can text EDNC to 28828 and sign up by
replying with your email.  Subscribe today!

Contact Information
 
Rector The Rev. Cliff

Haggenjos
(707)235-9728 stjohnsroseville@surewest.net

haggenjos@comcast.net

Deacon The Rev. Marcia
Hansen

(916)625-6134 meh1362002@yahoo.com

Admin. Assistant Andrea Krempin (916)757-6144 stjohnsroseville@surewest.net

Office Assistant Pat Kuethe (916)759-8368 stjohnsroseville@surewest.net

Sexton Erin Circle 916-342-6833 ecircle73@gmail.com

St. John's Fax # (916)786-6403

Senior Warden Peggy Larson (916)300-9004 epje@surewest.net

Junior Warden Larry Sydnor (209)914-1709 lsydnor2@gmail.com

Clerk of the
Vestry

Deanna Frazee (916)759-1769 jollylady@yahoo.com

Would you like to submit an article for the Newsletter?
Email Fr. Cliff at haggenjos@comcast.net or

stjohnsroseville@surewest.net 
Items should be submitted by the 20th of each month. 

If possible, please submit articles in Microsoft Word or similar format.
Thank you. 

 


