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From the Rector

Beginning With A Single Step

A famous Chinese proverb offers the following wisdom, "A journey of a thousand miles
begins with a single step."  I have thought of these words often during these past few days,
weeks and months, as the coronavirus pandemic continue to unfold, and our nation
continues to grapple with the necessary, but daunting task of racial reconciliation. When I

think about the hard work ahead of all of us, as we continue to live as a community of faith, I am reminded of
Jesus' public journey of ministry. That, too, began with a single step; Jesus' willingness to stand before his
friends and neighbors in his hometown synagogue and declare:

"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." (Luke 4:18-19)

During this pandemic, each of us has been asked to take small steps to keep ourselves and each other safe.
When we avoid crowds, wear masks, keep at least 6 feet apart, and wash our hands frequently, we work in
concert with one another to reduce the spread of the coronavirus. When we act in love, and sacrifice our
desire to meet together in person, and instead gather in community on-line, we take further steps toward
helping to eradicate this virus from our midst. Small steps, one after the other, help us to keep each other safe
as we continue to find new ways to witness to the love of God in our midst.

Small steps. Small steps. Small steps. Each of us must take small steps if we are to truly bring about the
racial reconciliation that, in our hearts, all of us desire. Right now, we are bombarded with all kinds of
messages about racism, as well as the need for reconciliation, but often, we end up simply listening to the
voices that reinforce our own deeply held beliefs. Our inability to take small steps, and to challenge ourselves,
to listen to other voices and other perspectives, prevents us from making any progress on this journey to
create a community of love, where the dignity of every human being is upheld.
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It is with this in mind that I want to invite all of you to take a small step during the month of August, and pray
that Holy Spirit will open your heart in such a way that you will be willing to take another small step and
participate in the Sacred Ground dialogue series that we will begin in September (see below for more
information). This series is part of the church's long-term commitment to Becoming a Beloved Community
through "racial healing, reconciliation and justice in our personal lives, our ministry and our society." For us to
authentically claim that we "experience and share the transforming love of Jesus Christ" in our community of
faith, we must be willing to take the next step, and see where that will lead.

So for now, please take the small step to pray. Let us ask God to provide us all with the courage to take the
next small step, creating safe space for us to hear the the gospel story, to hear the history of racism in our
nation, and to share our own stories, as we let the transforming love of Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy
Spirit lead us on this journey of Becoming the Beloved Community.

In Faith, Hope and Love,
Fr Cliff
 
                               

From the Senior Warden

Resilience: the ability to recover readily from illness, depression, adversity, or the like.

That definition describes our St. John's family. We are about to enter month five of our
worshiping online, yet we continue to grow as a congregation in so many ways.

Over the past five months St. John's continues to share the transforming love of Jesus Christ. We have
supported our friends at The Gathering Inn through monetary donations as well as hosting them through part
of this pandemic. Believe me when I tell you - they LOVE St. John's. They truly feel welcomed and loved
every night that are in our church.

We have welcomed new members into our St. John's family. Who is able to grow their congregation during a
pandemic? St. John's! This is a direct reflection of the leadership within our church. Thank you, Father Cliff,
for guiding us through this storm.

Our pledges continue to come in on a monthly basis. We set our budget for 2020 late last year, before we
knew about COVID-19. Through this pandemic, we are on budget! Who is able to keep on budget during a
pandemic? The wonderful members of St. John's!

Many are disappointed that we had only one in-person service before we had to close our doors again. Please
do not be discouraged. Our faith is not closed down - just the doors to our church. We truly are bigger than
our building.

As we forge through our current storm, remember that we are resilient. We know how to face adversity and
become stronger in the long run. God is continuing to speak to us: slow down; re-evaluate what is important in
our lives; share HIS love with ALL!

With God' love,
Peggy

The Vestry Page
 
Vestry Members: The Vestry, the parish board of directors, consists of nine elected lay
members and the Rector, who is the Chair of the Board.  Vestry meetings and Vestry committee
meetings are open to all.  Vestry members Peggy Larson (Senior Warden), Larry Sydnor (Junior
Warden), Shelly Carlson, Elaine Bickford, Rosemary Marino, Evelyn Circle, Art Banks, Dela



Warden), Shelly Carlson, Elaine Bickford, Rosemary Marino, Evelyn Circle, Art Banks, Dela
Duncan and Linda Mares.  Deanna Frazee serves as the non-voting Clerk of the Vestry.  

 
Vestry Highlights*
  
July 15, 2019 meeting (conducted via Zoom):

* Fr. Cliff led us in a reflection on what is needed to follow the Holy Spirit through a period of change.

*The June financial statements were reviewed and accepted. The church's cash position continues to be
strong, and we are in good position to be able to address upcoming challenges. The church has received and
has used the PPP funds. The on-line donation option is working very well.

*The in-person services on July 12th went well, but the public health authorities have ordered that indoor
public worship be suspended. We will continue to offer on-line worship until the order is lifted.

*The Fireworks Booth was hugely successful and fun. It is estimated that we will net approximately $35,000
from the sale.

*The vestry agreed to continue its support of The Gathering Inn as a Hope Sponsor even though the
Gathering For Hope event has been suspended due to the coronavirus.

*Marcia Hansen will be ordained at St. John's on August 26th, and will begin serving as a deacon at St. John's
in September. 

*Vestry members will continue to keep our phone tree active during this time period and will advise Fr. Cliff of
any needs that require his attention.

*Complete minutes of the Vestry meeting are posted on the Kiosk in the narthex. You may also find the 2019
Vestry Minutes binder on the bookshelf in the hospitality room. 

Back to School Blessing

As schools prepare to reopen in August via distance learning models, our prayers for
students, parents, teachers, aides and administrators are needed  more than ever.

As such, we will offer a special blessing at our online Sunday Worship service on
August 9th. To help all of us personalize and embrace this blessing, all students, parents, teachers, aides
and administrators are invited to send us pictures of themselves, their books, their computers, tablets, iPads,
etc. (anything that they feel will represent their learning journey this year). Please send these pictures via text
(707.235.9728) or email (haggenjos@comcast.net) to Fr. Cliff. He will then display them on the altar on
August 9th as he offers the blessing.

Dear God please bless all who are now preparing to return to school this fall. Give them a sense of peace and
calm, help them to be fearless in their preparations, and guide them to place their trust in you, the One who
continually teaches us the way, the truth and the life that is only found in you.

Marcia Hansen to be ordained August 26th

It is with great joy and excitement that we are able to announce that Marcia Hansen will
be ordained by The Right Rev. Megan Traquair in an on-line service to be held at St.
John's on August 26th at 6:30 pm. Links to the service will be provided by the diocese as
the ordination approached. Stay tuned for more information.

After ordination, Marcia will begin serving as a deacon at St. John's.She will begin her
service on September 6th, when she joins Fr. Cliff in our on-line Sunday Worship.



service on September 6th, when she joins Fr. Cliff in our on-line Sunday Worship.

We look forward to Marcia's ministry in our midst, and she seeks to bring the needs of
the world to us, and us to the needs of the world.

Sacred Ground Dialogue Series to Begin in September

Sacred Ground is a film- and readings-based dialogue series on race,
grounded in faith. Small groups are invited to walk through chapters of
America's history of race and racism, while weaving in threads of family
story, economic class, and political and regional identity.

Sacred Ground is one of the centerpieces of The Episcopal Church's
Becoming Beloved Community initiative. Documentary films and readings will inform but also challenge along
with providing a starting point for conversation. It's a dialogue about race that is designed for the profound
challenges that currently exist in our society. The curriculum invites us to look backward into our history to
explore how we got to where we are today, to reflect on our family stories, as well as the narratives that have
shaped our story as Americans. Small group discussion allows for the difficult but transformative dialogue that
we so desperately need to have with each other in this extraordinary moment.

For more information about Sacred Ground please click on the following link: Sacred Ground.

The dialogue circles will meet bi-weekly for 10 sessions, starting in September. More information and
instructions for signing up will be forthcoming later in the month. Please feel free to reach out to Fr. Cliff, Jo
Ann Williams, Joyce Paterson or Diane Williamson with any questions you may have.   

Ways to Stay Connected and Informed

1. Provide your email address to us so that we can include you on our
St. John's email list and Constant Contact list. 

2. Bookmark our St. John's website: https://www.stjohnsroseville.org/

3. Like our Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsRoseville/

Do you know that Fr. Cliff offers a daily morning thought or devotion? It
is posted on our Facebook page and emailed to all on our website email list. There is lots of other information
that is sent out each month as well. We want everyone to know what is going on. Help us by staying
connected.

Contact Fr. Cliff if you want to be added to these lists.

Thank You for Your Support

Although we are not able to hold in-person services, the ministry and
work of the church continues due to your generous support. Please help
us continue this work as you are able, by mailing your checks to the
church, or by donating on-line through the donation button located on
the welcome page of our website: https://www.stjohnsroseville.org/.

Thank you for all that you are able to do!

St. Vincent de Paul Food Bin



During the month of August you can continue to drop off donations at the home of Joyce and
Pat Paterson.  

Contact Joyce Paterson (916-780-3396) for more details,

Thank you! 

Prayer Shawl MInistry Could Use Some Help

As many of you know, our prayer shawl ministry is a powerful expression of love for those who
are suffering. During the pandemic this ministry's work has continued, and the time has come
to replenish our stock of yarn. If you are inclined to support this work, we could use some

financial assistance. The funds you donate will all be used to purchase yarn so our ministers can stay busy!
Please send a check to the church and put "Prayer Shawl" in the memo line. Thank you for your support.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study

Tuesday mornings from 10:30am-Noon a group gathers on a Zoom call to study the readings
for the upcoming Sunday. The discussion is lively and thoughful. If you are interested in
participating contact Fr. Cliff or Gaye Anne McWade and they will send the Zoom link to you.

DIOCESAN E-NEWS 
An easy way to keep abreast of the news around the Episcopal Diocese of Northern California
is to subscribe to its newsletter, the Diocesan e-News, which is delivered to your inbox on
most Tuesday afternoons.  You can subscribe on the diocese website,
www.norcalepiscopal.org, by clicking on the button under CONNECT WITH US, and providing
us with your name and email.  We take your privacy seriously and do not share our lists with
anyone; if you ask to be unsubscribed, by simply clicking on the unsubscribe link that is at the
end of each newsletter, you will be taken off the list immediately. We love feedback and try our
best to answer all concerns.  If you access your email by phone, you can text EDNC to 28828
and sign up by replying with your email.  Subscribe today!

Contact Information
 
Rector The Rev. Cliff Haggenjos (707)235-9728 stjohnsroseville@surewest.net

haggenjos@comcast.net

Admin. Assistant Andrea Krempin (916)757-6144 stjohnsroseville@surewest.net

Office Assistant Pat Kuethe (916)759-8368 stjohnsroseville@surewest.net

Sexton Erin Circle 916-342-6833 ecircle73@gmail.com

St. John's Fax # (916)786-6403

Senior Warden Peggy Larson (916)300-9004 epje@surewest.net

Junior Warden Larry Sydnor (209)914-1709 lsydnor2@gmail.com

Clerk of the Vestry Deanna Frazee (916)759-1769 jollylady@yahoo.com

Would you like to submit an article for the Newsletter?
Email Fr. Cliff at haggenjos@comcast.net or stjohnsroseville@surewest.net 

Items should be submitted by the 20th of each month. 
If possible, please submit articles in Microsoft Word or similar format. Thank you. 

 


