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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

You can find this edition of our newsletter on-line at www.mvfumc.org 

Fall Schedule is just around the corner! 

We will return to two services on September 8. Our Sunday mornings will look like 

this: 

  8:30 a.m. Worship with Communion (back of sanctuary) 

   9:15 a.m.  Genesis Bible Study  

   9:30 a.m.  Hispanic Ministry     

          9:30 a.m.  Little Church with Gary Thompson  

          9:45 a.m.  Sunday School Classes (classrooms) 

        10:30 a.m.  Worship 

        11:40 a.m.  Coffee Hour 

Sermons Online 

If you missed a sermon or particularly enjoyed one, they are available on our church website, mvfumc.org. 

  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry Hall 

 

 

“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

 

September 1 

Genesis 18:1-8 

 

September 8 

Genesis 1 

 

September 15 

John 6:35; 8:12; 9:5;  

10:7-11; 11;25; 14:6; 15:1 

 

September 22 

 Acts 9:1-22  
 

September 29 
 Genesis 3     

 

The Holy Trinity as the Enlivening Force Within us 
 

Last year, some folks asked me why I generally offer “book studies” instead of “Bible 

Studies. It’s a good question that goes to my understanding of my role as a Pastor. As 

Christians, we embrace the Bible as far more than just a collection of stories, poems, 

rules and encoded messages, claiming that it is God’s expansive Self-revelation as well as 

our own story, past, present and future. Because those are both massive themes with 

infinite implications, I believe a major aspect of my work is helping us get beyond what 

the words say to dig and willingly tumble into what they mean to us here in this place, in 

this time of our lives and history. As I see it, our goal is not to merely understand the 

collection of words we find in the Bible, but to prayerfully allow them to penetrate our 

hearts and minds, finding resonance in our very souls, so they move us to act, inspire us 

to expand our openness to and connection with the rest of Creation, and find expres-

sion in our choices. You may remember the first commandment: ‘Love the LORD your 

God with all your heart, mind, and soul/being.’ I understand that to mean loving the Ho-

ly Mystery by loving others and Creation, seeing them as co-beneficiaries of Divine Cre-

ation, persistently plumbing the depths of what it means to be created in the Divine Im-

age and letting the love, knowledge and wisdom flow out through our words and deeds. 

Love is supposed to be used as our primary lens through which to see all else, and 

something we incarnate – that is, give bodily substance to in a specific time, place and 

circumstance. In short, loving God is an unending ‘dance’ of heart, head and hands, each 

doing its part in trusting harmony with the others. 
 

Believing that we are created in the Divine Image can arouse in us a deep hunger to 

grasp as fully as we can what that implies; what it tells us about Who the Creator is, and 

how we are meant to live into and out of that Image. To begin with, we can see that 

relationship is at the core of divinity, as each ‘Person’ of God is fully capable, always ex-

istent and all-powerful, yet chooses to interact without competition, to pour out all of 

Who They Really Are into and through one another, holding back nothing out of com-

plete trust that they give up nothing, because they are One Without Beginning or End. 

You might want to take a moment or two to just close your eyes, opening your heart 

and mind to envision the experience of such sharing before reading further. I know – 

this can sound like some sort of New Age, touchy feely way to talk about God, but that 

is only because we have been consistently given a chopped-up image of God that belit-

tles the scale of the Love-saturated Creative Force revealed in the Bible. Perhaps the 

most obvious and egregious example of our unwillingness to take the trinitarian nature 

of God seriously is how we talk about our salvation. As it turns out, there are several  

(continued on next page) 
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(Pastor’s Corner continued) 

widely known explanations for how the execution of Jesus the Christ and his subsequent resurrection accomplish 

the forgiveness of our sins and thus our salvation. It is helpful for us to know that each of those explanations arose 

in a particular context which set the framework for what theologians looked for in an explanation. In other words, 

each way to conceptualize our salvation and the Loving Sustainer it reveals started with some contextual fears, 

stresses and challenges that gave rise to questions about how they fit into the Divine Plan. 
 

One explanation you are probably familiar with teaches that God the Father MUST be righteous, so has no choice 

but to demand some sort of payment or punishment for our deliberate decisions to behave in ways contrary to the 

Divine Plan, with the result that the Father convicts us but allows the Son to settle our individual and collective 

debt once and for all. The most humanized version of this explanation even claims that the Divine ‘righteousness’ is 

fueled, in part, by jealousy, disappointment and anger in response to our expressions of the free will built into our 

very DNA. The claim here is that our sins, too numerous and egregious to be atoned by any blood sacrifice we can 

offer on our own, so offend the Creator’s honor that a sacrificial atonement of infinite proportions is required. On-

ly the death of the Son – a Person of the Godhead and therefore the Ultimate Sacrifice – is sufficient to satisfy the 

Father’s honor and offset our offenses. Please keep in mind that the various theories of atonement, which is the 

phrase used to summarize what I am talking about, are not in competition with one another, any more than the 

four Gospels are intended to offer competing stories about Jesus. Likewise, the built-in human influences are not 

distractions from the Eternal Truth, nor are they unfortunate by-products of using human conduit to record, share 

and transmit a Revelation far too grand, glorious and thorough for our language to express. On the contrary, God 

uses our limited, time-and-place humanity not out of mere necessity (since any such necessity would have been cre-

ated by You-Know-Who), but precisely because the Revelation is intended to be reflect our place in the story and 

thus be within our grasp! Knowing all that, we can perhaps see this theory of atonement fails to fully grasp the scan-

dalous, infinite extent of Divine Love and Grace, concluding that honor is of higher significance than grace, and/or 

that prioritizing righteousness is a form of ‘tough love.’ But let’s be bold and consider, really consider, the possibility 

that here as in virtually every other part of the biblical Revelation, the One Who Creates in and out of Love is turn-

ing our human way of setting priorities and defining relationships on their heads, and pointing the way to a radically 

different ‘best version’ that is embedded in us as an aspect of the Divine Image that led to the exclamation that the 

Self-Reflective embodiment of the One Who Abides Outside of Time we know as Creation is “Very good!” Can you 

feel even a taste, a small tremor of excitement in the portion of the Spirit that resides within you and recognizes 

Deep Truth as you consider this way of defining what it means to be created in the image of a Three-Person-Single-

Being? 
 

I know this can be very heady, and some will not want to engage the Bible or what it reveals at such a depth. It real-

ly is a more strenuous and demanding approach to the claim of being a Christ-follower! But I understand my job as 

Pastor of a congregation is to offer the richest, deepest, most viscerally True discoveries I find through a combina-

tion of prayerful reading of the Bible (which all of us can do) and the privilege of access to extensive libraries of 

what others far more brilliant than I have shared (which not everyone has available); their questions, their deep 

dives into a broad set of information, and their processes for pondering not only the wisdom found in each of the 

stories but the far greater, more comprehensive picture that emerges when all the inputs are held as a whole. I 

hope to also convey some of the excitement, joy, hope and assurance I receive from this ongoing exploration and 

continual expansion of my grasp of the Source of all Life, which expands my capacity to receive and be a conduit for 

even more of the love, challenge and Presence of the Spirit. 
 

I’m going to be talking more over the next few weeks about the Trinity and what it means to claim we are created 

“in the image” of such a form of Divinity, and this will also be an aspect of the next ‘book study’ Dennie and I offer 

(see related article on page 7). For now, I invite you to ponder what is implied by a deity that constantly Self-

empties all of Who They Are, always trusting that what they empty can never exhaust the fullness of their sub-

stance, which is Love.          Pastor Terry 
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Confirmation Class 
Confirmation is, in the Christian Church, the rite at which a baptized person, especially one baptized as an infant, af-

firms Christian belief and is admitted as a full member of the Church. This fall we will have a Confirmation Class for 

all youth between the ages of 6th grade and 12th grade.  We will meet on Sunday mornings from 9:30 am to 10:25 

am and will use the “Confirm” curriculum from Cokesbury, our Methodist publishing house.  If you are a parent of a 

young person that might like to be a part of this group, please encourage them to join us.  Any questions, please con-

tact Lori in the church office. 

Bible Study Returns 
 

     As we return to our fall schedule, we will resume studying the Old Testament.  Each class is self-contained, to en-

courage folks with their busy schedules to come when they can.  We meet on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m., and then 

that same class is repeated on Tuesday afternoons at 1:30 p.m.  The advantage to this schedule is that if you usually 

attend on Sunday mornings, but are unable to make it one week, you can attend the Tuesday class and not miss a les-

son.  Last winter/spring we studied Genesis 1 – 21.  This included the two versions of the creation, the Fall (original 

sin), Cain & Abel & the first murder, Noah & the flood, the Tower of Babel, the call of Abram, the relationship be-

tween Abram & Lot, the covenant between Abram & God, the role of Hagar & Sarah in God's plan, the fulfillment of 

God's promise with the birth of Isaac, and Abraham's “foot in the door” in Palestine.  These stories led to deeper 

discussions, such as our role in the creation story, the place of violence in our society, the beginnings of 3 great reli-

gions (Judaism,, Muslim, and Christianity), and the contrast between the Old & New Testaments.   

     We use the Serendipity Bible (copies provided), and one of the advantages of this version of the Bible is that it 

encourages group sharing and increasing personal closeness and support.  Another advantage is that there is limited 

“homework” reading.  I look forward to resuming this study with the great group we had previously, but also encour-

age new folks to check us out.  The Bible is the “manual” for how God wants us to live our lives, and many of us have 

lacked the opportunity to really learn what God's inspired word has to say to our current lives.  Come join us!   
 

Blessings, 
 

Barbara del Bosque 

Educational  Opportunities 

Pastor Terry’s & Dennie’s next study 

This book by Richard Rohr, a renown Franciscan monk, theologian and author, offers a deep under-

standing about what the title Christ means and what it implies about all of Creation, including us. This 

will be a study/discussion for those who want to dig in a bit and take the chance that your understand-

ing of and relationship with the Bible, your ‘neighbors’ and your Self might be expanded, deepened, and 

enriched. There is no way to do justice to what Rohr accomplished in what may his last chance to 

share what he has discovered, been shaped by, and celebrates about the Great Mystery that is God as 

he battles pancreatic Cancer, without allowing time to discuss and digest all the book offers. So this study will require 

commitment to a longer than usual engagement, beginning in the 2nd week of September and extending through Feb-

ruary. If there is enough interest and commitment, an evening class will be offered on Mondays, beginning on Sept. 

9th, from 6:30-8 pm, and another on Thursday mornings, with a Sept. 12th start, from 10:30-noon. As usual, there is a 

sign-up sheet on the table in front of the office. If you’d like more info, please contact Pastor Terry. We’ve ordered 

12 paperback books that should arrive between Aug. 29-Sept. 9th, at a cost of $13/each. As always, no one will be 

excluded for financial reasons. 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 

Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-

tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Opportunities to Serve In the Church 
 

Chancel Choir – Chancel Choir will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, September 4th at 7:00 p.m. All who enjoy 

raising their voice in song are welcome to join us! New choir members please contact Jung. 206-437-4762 
 

Bell Choir – Bell Choir rehearsals will begin on Thursday, September 5th at 7:00 pm. The bell choir usually rings 

for worship on the fourth Sunday of the month and rehearses weekly. Interested in ringing with us? You don’t have 

to have any experience in ringing handbells but some ability to read music is helpful. Contact Sue Erickson in the 

church office if you are interested in joining this group. 
 

Congregational Care Team meets on the second Monday of the month at 1:30 pm. This team keeps track of 

the congregation and reaches out to anyone who might be sick, homebound, or having a difficult time by calling, 

visiting, sending cards or notifying the person’s friends. Contact Mary Downing, 360-770-1113, if you are interested 

in joining this team.  
 

Sisters of the Heart meets every Tuesday morning at 10:00 am. This is a time for the women of the church to 

gather to share common interests, monthly Bible Study and to give each other support. Contact Donna Freiman, 

360-757-8014, for more information.  
 

Child Care for MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) - On the first and third Tuesdays of the month between 

9:30 and 11:30 am, the church buzzes with the voices of preschoolers and their mothers during the MOPS meeting. 

This faith-based group meets to give spiritual, emotional, and practical support to mothers with young children. 

YOU can help provide loving care of the children so the mothers can have adult time during these meetings. If you 

are willing to help with the childcare, contact Sue Erickson in the office. 
 

The Quilters meet on the first and third Thursdays to work together in making quilts for hospice. They make the 

quilt tops individually but work together to assemble them. If you are interested in joining but are inexperienced, 

the group can teach you the process involved and techniques to make it easier. Contact Linda Cook for more infor-

mation. 
 

Cleaning Team meets every Thursday from 9am to noon.  This team works with Chris Flores to help keep our 

church clean and safe.  If you are interested in joining this team, contact Chris Flores, 360-424-3628. 
 

Garden Teams are responsible to maintain a part of our church gardens on a monthly basis. 

Contact Chris Flores, 360-424-3628 to see what garden area you would like to maintain.  

Choir Potluck 
 

The Chancel and Bell choirs will kick off the season with a potluck on Labor Day, September 2nd hosted by 

Lynnette and Dan Gerhard. All Chancel and Bell Choir members and their families are invited. If you are consider-

ing joining either choir and would like to get acquainted, please come with your family.  If you are a past member 

thinking of returning, join us!  We will gather at the Gerhard's home beginning at noon with the meal beginning at 

1:00 pm. Please bring a dish to share.  Beverages will be provided.  Come prepared for an afternoon of fun, food, 

and fellowship.  Please RSVP to Lynnette at 360-422-5739 or by email lynnetteg6244@gmail.com 

Free Music and Movement Class 
Kathleen Wilkes-Pierce is offering a free “BodyMindSpirit” class beginning Monday, September 23 

at 2:30 pm in Sprague Hall. It will meet at this time every Monday and Thursday. Rejuvenate your 

body and spirit by participating in this joy-filled dance fitness class. It’s a class designed for people of 

all shapes and sizes with a choice to be seated or standing or both. There are absolutely NO floor 

moves. This dance-fitness class will brighten and lighten your day! For more information contact 
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Financial Report for July 2019 
 

        Income   Expense 

Regular Account    $18,872.92  $20,653.13 

Special Account    $  1,340.39  $19,246.56 

Memorial Account    $  1,180.00  $    179.25 
 

We were able to pay all of our bills and Conference apportionments for the month of July.  Please do not feel 

worried about the large amount that went out of our special accounts. That money is money that has been given 

with a purpose (our largest expense this month was the down payment on our exterior painting of the church) so it 

is not from our general budget. If you have any questions regarding church finances, please feel free to contact Lori 

Flores. 

A Note of Thanks 
 

Dear church family, 
      I want to thank you for the cards, phone calls, and especially your prayers and friendship.  Your support has 

meant so much to me and to Linda.  My back surgery went very well, and I am feeling stronger with each passing 

day.  I am looking forward to getting back to church as soon as I can. 
 

~ Clay Cook 

Stepping Forward in Faith 
 

When your finance team met recently, we began looking forward to our annual fall financial campaign for our 2020 

budget.  The last few years we have held  fairly low-key campaigns, consisting mostly of a few newsletter articles, a 

letter from the Pastor and finance team, and an occasional Sunday announcement during worship.  These campaigns 

have been successful (praise God)!  We are so grateful for the continuing support of this congregation, and at a time 

when many churches are struggling financially, we have managed to pay all of our bills, including our apportionments, 

supported significant additions and upkeep projects on our facility (new storage building, painting the outside of the 

church, etc), and participated in a significant number of outreach projects, both locally and worldwide. 
 

However, as we talked, we realized that our church is truly at a crossroad.  We can dwell on the negative (dear el-

derly members dying, mainline churches struggling, a world rocked by violence & political struggles).  Or we can 

move forward, recognizing that this could be an exciting moment, with several new opportunities arising.  We have a 

dedicated staff, and a wonderful laity group of committed volunteers.  Your Church Council has been working to 

address the question of what is our vision for the next 5 – 10 years, and where do we feel God calling us to be in 

ministry here in Skagit County?  This calls for more than a simple letter or announcement.  Therefore, the finance 

team will be hosting at least 3 gatherings in late October/early November (dates to be announced), to provide you 

with an opportunity to hear more about these possibilities.  We are excited to face new challenges, with the support 

of long time members and many new faces alike, as we respond to God's call on our lives. 
 

Stepping forward in faith, 
 

Your finance team 

United Methodist Women 
 

All women are invited to join us for our monthly meeting of United Methodist Women. Our first meeting for the 

Fall will be on Wednesday, Sept. 19th  at noon in Sprague Hall.  We will have a salad potluck for our lunch.  Lourdes 

Tifre will be speaking on immigration issues at this first meeting. If you have any questions, please contact the church 

office or Sue Monty.  Hope to see you there! 

Youth Group News 
Our first meeting of the year will be on Sunday, Sept. 8th following worship.  We will meet in the Conference Room 

for lunch, some games and to make some plans for the Fall.  This group is open to all youth in 6th through 12th 

grades. Hope to see you there! 
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 BIRTHDAYS 
9/2   

Matthew Repplier 

   

9/4   

Jason Bloodgood 

   

9/5   

David Matson 
Nina Spitler 

   

9/6  

Tamara Cass 

Noah Walz 

     

9/8  

Jack Krienen 

       

9/12  

Bruce Coghill 

     

9/16  

Keri Drayer 

Nick Torset 

   

9/17  

Karen Eckardt 

Rose Dane 

Sue Quick 

     

9/19  

Linda Miller 

 

9/21 

Jung Jang 

 

9/22 

Nancy Seymour 

       

9/25  

Carolyn Rees 
 

9/26  

Terry Thurston 

   

9/27  

Philip Belisle 
   

 

SEPTEMBER
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

1  

9:30 am  Hispanic Ministry 

9:30 am Worship 

10:30 am Coffee Hour 

2 Labor Day! 

Office Closed 

  

Choir Picnic at the Ger-

hard’s 

3  

10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

 1:30 pm Bible Study at 

Mountain Glen 

4  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal

8  

8:30 am  Early Worship 

9:15 am Genesis Bible Stud 

9:30 am  Hispanic Ministry 

9:30 am Little Church & 

            Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Coffee Hour 

12:00 pm Youth Group 

9  

1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

1:30 pm Congregational 

Care Team 

6:30 pm Universal Christ 

Book Study 

10  

10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

1:30 pm Bible Study at 

Mountain Glen 

6:30 pm Boy Scout Com-

mittee Meeting 

11  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal

  

15  

8:30 am  Early Worship 

9:15 am Genesis Bible Stud 

9:30 am  Hispanic Ministry 

9:30 am Little Church &    

Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Coffee Hour 

16  

10:00 am UMW Executive 

Board Meeting 

6:30 pm Universal Christ 

Book Study 

17  

10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

1:30 pm Bible Study at 

Mountain Glen 

6:00 pm 2019 Pack 4001 

Orientation 

18  

12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and meeting

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal

22 Family Promise 

8:30 am Early Worship 

9:15 am Genesis Bible Stud 

9:30 am  Hispanic Ministry 

9:30 am Little Church &  

Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Coffee Hour 

12:00 pm Youth Group 

23 Family Promise 

9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 

1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

6:30 pm Universal Christ 

Book Study 

24 Family Promise 

10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

1:30 pm Bible Study at 

Mountain Glen 

25 Family Promise

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal

  

29  

8:30 am  Early Worship 

9:15 am Genesis Bible Stud 

9:30 am  Hispanic Ministry 

9:30 am Little Church & 

Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Coffee Hour 

30  

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to 

Family 

6:30 pm Universal Christ 

Book Study 
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SEPTEMBER  

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
9/2   

Chuck & Judy Jerman 

 

9/10  

Hollis & Nina Spitler 

 

9/12  

Roger & Marjorie Mandery 

 

9/14 

Kent Turner & Ellen Anderson 

 

9/26      
Bob Hallberg & Diane             

Southworth 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1:00 pm Staff Meeting 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 

5  

8:30 am Men's Morning 

Ministry 

7:00 pm Bell Choir Re-

hearsal 

6  7  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 

12  

8:30 am Men's Morning 

Ministry 

10:30 am Universal Christ 

            Book Study 

7:00 pm Bell Choir Re- 

             hearsal    

13  14  

12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and meeting 

1:00 pm Staff Meeting 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 

19  

8:30 am Men's Morning 

Ministry 

10:30 am Universal Christ 

            Book Study 

2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 

6:00 pm GS WW Leaders 

7:00 pm Bell Choir Re-

hearsal 

20  21  

Family Promise 

1:00 pm Staff Meeting 

7:00 pm Chancel Choir 

Rehearsal 

26 Family Promise 

8:30 am Men's Morning 

Ministry 

10:30 am Universal Christ 

            Book Study 

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

 

7:00 pm Bell Choir Re-

hearsal 

27 Family Promise 28 Family Promise 

      


