
  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry B. Hall 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

 

 

October 4  

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-31 

 

October 11  

Genesis 1 

 

October 18  

Exodus 15: 13, 17; 

Leviticus 16:2;  

Matthew 23:16-21 

 

October 25  

1 Kings 17:8-16;  

Luke 8:41-55 

  

Standing for SomeOne Requires Standing for Something 
 

What are we to do? I mean, here we are, all trying in our own ways and for our 

own reasons to live in ‘the way’ we hear about in the New Testament. But we each 

are working off our own ideas of what ‘ the way’ looks like, offers, and costs, which 

shapes our foundational understanding of things like who is allowed to travel with 

us. Of course, we have not been traveling this ‘way’ together all along, so we carry 

widely varying images of what we are doing, are supposed to be doing, and not sup-

posed to be doing. And while we all at least want to believe we understand and 

interpret the Bible accurately, none of us came or come to the Bible with fully 

open, unbiased hearts or minds. 
 

I would say that during the 40 years I have been waking up to “the way,” which are 

about evenly split between the pews and the pulpit, the two principles that have 

been most consistently and strongly agreed upon are the following: 
 

• Church and politics don’t belong together, and 

• Money should not be discussed aloud, especially in worship, if it can be 

avoided. 
 

I have found myself at many places on the spectrum of opinions regarding each 

principle. I am increasingly of the mind that both poke tender points in many of us, 

evoking greater levels of fear, anger and the amphibian brain’s fight or flight re-

sponse than they need to and really amount to declarations that we have not 

leaned far enough into ‘the way’ to commit ourselves to practice it around these 

topics ... yet. Which turns out to really interfere with our desire to live on ‘the 

way’ and confounds our awareness that we all need one another to actually get on-

to ‘the way.’ 
 

We are losing sight of one another, my friends, and while the pandemic is 

not to blame, even it is revealing what happens when we allow ourselves to 

be pulled into little pods of folks-like-us or withdraw into solitary silence. 

Whether we were subjected to teaching that separated our public and pri-

vate lives or taught that GOD deducts jewels from our crowns when we ask  
questions, or are buying into the idea that public discussions are to be either 

prevented or joined with arms wildly waving, we are seriously handicapping  
(continued on next page) 
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(Pastor’s Corner Continued) 
 

our ability to engage our mission “to develop and strengthen disciples of Jesus Christ, building a communi-

ty that transforms the world.” 
 

We cannot honestly follow Jesus while trying to separate our relationships with money any more than Adam 

and Eve were able to separate their decision to taste the fruit of knowledge from their relationship with one 

another or GOD, nor can we possibly pretend the Bible says nothing about how we manage the systems we 

live in: financial, educational, immigration, the awarding of rights and privileges, rules of law, and so on. Nor is 

there any reason to think we all can or should think alike, but there is certainly a strong theme, especially in 

Jesus’ teaching and modeling, of sharing the road and caring about one another. 
 

So even though the Bible fails to directly proclaim slavery is BAD, many of us have figured that out, and even 

find a lesson in the central place the two stories of exile and redemption have in the Jewish part of our ances-

try. It was, in the Exodus story, the cries of the slaves in Egypt who were heard by GOD, and while GOD’s 

Presence is miraculously displayed throughout the story, many other miracles are delivered through human ac-

tion, directed and made possible by the Spirit working in and through them. Centuries later, it was a benevo-

lent non-believer who not only freed the Israelites living in Babylonian, but sent them ‘home’ to Jerusalem with 

a large protective force, full permission – no, a mandate – to rebuild the city, and the financial and physical 

means to accomplish the task. 
 

This congregation has generously stood for feeding hungry people, sharing both our finances and possessions 

we are no longer using, and opening the building and our hearts to Family Promise. We have stood with moth-

ers who need diapers, strangers who need medicine or some assistance with utilities, and people working to 

overcome addictions or live with other physical and mental illnesses. For several years, a small group of families 

whose native language is not English have been increasingly welcomed, allowing them to both teach and learn 

with the rest of us.  
 

Now it is time for us to acknowledge that everything Jesus taught was political. Which, of course, was com-

pletely expected in his time, when politics was always essentially “church politics” and “church” was essentially 

political instruction. Jesus did not clash with the Pharisees or other members of the Sanhedrin over which 

Psalms to sing or what foods should be allowed after worship (that was Paul); nor was their conflict a matter of 

“issues” they just disagreed about. Jesus was turning their whole way of understanding GOD’s ways upside 

down, putting people and relationship in front of the rules so the rules were seen through them, not the other 

way around. For Jesus, it was all about the people, and no attempt to snare him with an issue seemed to get 

any traction. What should be done with a woman caught in adultery? We all know what the law says, so let the 

one who has never been (or is not at this moment) on the wrong side of any laws start the punishing. Should 

we pay our taxes or use money with the images of mere humans claiming to be God? Don’t confuse the sym-

bols of this world with those of the kingdom of heaven, from which nothing can separate you unless you 

choose to make it do so. How many times should I forgive those who offend or harm me? If you are still count-

ing, your question is disingenuous and you are on a different way. 
 

We are called and expected to use the voices our privileges provide to speak out about inequality, greed, and 

any matter that separates us by demeaning some so others can stand taller. We are, of course, also called to 

do at least an equal amount of listening, and it generally turns out best if we start there, actively engaged in real 

conversations from which all participants walk away feeling truly heard.  
Pastor Terry 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FINANCIAL REPORT   
August 31, 2020 

 

  Income   Expense 

Regular Account  $15,057.10  $23,129.45 

Special Account   $ 5,290.79      $  6,416.64 

Memorials  $     40.00      $    -0- 

We have paid all of our bills and apportionments to date. 

We also paid $9,200 towards our Annual Insurance premium of $13,686.00 

We will pay the balance of $4,486.00 towards our annual insurance premium in September. 
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Finance Team Report 
 

Finance held a Zoom meeting on Wednesday, September 9th.  In attendance were Lori Flores, Treasurer; Mary 

Downing, Church Council Chairperson; Doreen Nystrom, Chief Counter; and Barbara del Bosque, transitional 

consultant.  We were delighted to welcome new team members Harlan Mayer and Beth Repplier.  We spent 

some time reviewing the purpose and responsibilities of Finance and explaining our procedures.  We checked 

over the monthly report for the end of August, and were pleased to see that with all of our bills paid, we are still 

in the black.  Lori Flores, our Treasurer, explained how bills are paid, who is authorized to sign checks, and how 

and when money is moved from one account to another.  We have carefully constructed procedures to provide 

checks and balances for the security and integrity of our resources and those who handle our money, such as 

two persons to count all deposits, and two signatures required on Endowment Fund checks. 
 

Beginning plans were made for our annual fall financial campaign.  This is the time of year when we ask our con-

gregants to prayerfully consider what they believe is their personal response to God for the upcoming calendar 

year.  While filling out a pledge card is NOT a legally binding obligation, it does help your Finance team as they 

draw up a budget for 2021.  Imagine trying to manage your own finances if you had no idea what your income 

was going to be!!!  In October you will be receiving a letter and a pledge card, and we sincerely hope you will 

give some time and thought to all of God's gifts to us as you respond. 
 

Finally, we (regretfully) spoke with Lori about her upcoming plans to leave her job as Treasurer, and move with 

husband Chris to Arizona.  We appreciate that Lori gave us plenty of advance notice to aid us in this difficult 

transition!  We have asked her to keep a log of what all the job entails and when things have to be done.  Not 

only are there all of the local bills and responsibilities, but there are requirements from the Conference, as well 

as the state and federal governments.  The Finance team will work closely with the Staff Parish Relations team as 

we begin to think about a new person to fill this important role.  Fortunately, Lori will be with us until at least 

the end of the year. 
 

As always, your Finance team remains grateful for your support of our church's mission.  We appreciate your 

trust in us, and encourage you to ask any questions or express any concerns to Lori, Pastor Terry, or Mary 

Downing. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=YyB7D2as9PeLdM&tbnid=KTN_HRdThCvEVM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.squidoo.com%2Fchristian-easter-crafts&ei=IjlSUZKzMaediQLjyoD4Bg&bvm=bv.44342787,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNF
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Faith in Action Page 

Sisters of the Heart 

On September 9th, Mary Downing and Donna Freiman represented the Sisters of the Heart group to deliver 

lunch to the employees of the Habitat for Humanity ReStore in Mount Vernon. Originally scheduled to provide 

lunch to the building crew, they were asked to redirect their efforts and reach out to the Habitat employees at 

the store.  Adjusting to the COVID-19 restrictions like the champs they are, the Sisters delivered croissant 

sandwiches, chips, and cookies to a grateful group of workers. Well-done, ladies! For information about the 

group or how to join, please contact the office at office@mvfumc.org or 360/424-3628. Shown below: Donna 

Freiman and ReStore employee, taken by Mary Downing. 

Come Join the Parade! 
 

Edith Thomas turns 101 years young on Wednesday, Oct. 14th and what a great reason for a celebration! Please 

mark your calendars for October 14th and join us for our Drive-By Birthday Parade here at the church from 1:00

-1:30pm… RAIN OR SHINE! Meet behind the church by the playground by 12:45pm and we will have a bas-

ket for birthday cards for Edith for those who wish. Edith and Scott will be set up at the front doors, and we will 

parade around by the Rees Room past the front door (making a couple passes) Bring your noisemakers, signs, 

balloons, anything to celebrate such an awesome occasion. We’d like to see as many people as possible – please 

join us if you are able and pass the word! For more information, contact Debbie at debbie@mvfumc.org. 
This is a no-contact event, as required by our Bishop and local health department. Masks must be worn and if stepping 

out of your vehicle to decorate, social distancing of a minimum of 6’ must be practiced…no exceptions.  

mailto:office@mvfumc.org
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Church Garden Angels  
 

Larry and Donna Freiman and Chris Flores will be getting some bark for our church gardens in October. If you 

are available to help them spread the bark or help them weed;  please give Donna or Larry a call 360-757-8014 

and they will let you know what day and time. Thank you! Remember masks must be worn and social dis-

tancing of a minimum of 6’ must be practiced. 

Church Charge Conference October 30 
 

Church Council, SPR, Trustees and Finance are also preparing for Church Charge Conference with District Su-
perintendent on Friday, October 30, 2020 from 1 to 3pm on Zoom.  DS will meet with SPR Team from 1 to 

2pm and then will meet with Council and Pastor from 2 to 3pm going over Church Business:  Membership Re-

port, Pastor’s Compensation, Elections of Leaders and other local church business. 

Church Council – Looking Ahead  
Our church council will be meeting on Saturday, October 17, 2020 from 9am to 1pm on Zoom.  They will be 

Looking Forward – setting goals and measures for the coming year that we feel God is calling us to achieve.  Re-

member it is not too late to share your suggestions, ideas, plans, wishes, dreams about our church with your 

council members:  Lynnette Gerhard, Shauna Flores, Scott Thomas, Clay Cook, Carolyn Gregg, Chris Satter-

lund,  Kent Turner, Pastor Terry Hall and Mary Downing.  Mary has been calling members of our congregation 

gathering information to help the council and staff in looking ahead.  Thank you for your help and sharing.  Pray-

ers are appreciated. 

Our Friends in Local Care Communities 
 

Don't Forget to Reach Out to our friends in local care communities! Addresses have been sent out previously, 

but if you need another copy, please contact the office. Also, Arvita Bonner has moved into the cottages at 

Creekside and has a new address: 426 Alyssa Lane, Burlington, WA 98233. Notes, phone calls, treats, and pray-

ers let our dear friends know we remember them during this isolating time. Any questions, please contact Deb-

bie at debbie@mvfumc.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REGISTER TO VOTE!  
How to register: 

Online – You can register to vote using www.votewa.gov. To register to vote using this online program, you 

must have either a valid Washington State Driver’s License, or State Identification (ID) Card. 

In Person – You can register to vote in person at the Skagit County Auditor’s Office, 700 South 2nd Street, 

Room 201 (corner of 2nd & Kincaid), Mount Vernon, Hours: M-F 8:30-4:30 

By Mail – You can register to vote via mail by downloading and printing a registration form and sending it to the 

Auditor’s office. In addition, a registration form can be requested by calling Elections office at 360-416-1702.    
 

Last Date to Receive registrations either online or by mail: Oct 26,  In-Person: Nov 3 (at 8pm).  

mailto:debbie@mvfumc.org
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From Where I’m Sitting 
Letter from a congregant 

Submitted by: Ellen Anderson 
 

A Light At The End Of This Tunnel 
 

Many of you might think that what brought Kent and me to Mt Vernon First United Methodist was our son, 

Bret Turner, since he had been attending prior to us moving here. Actually, it was because of our beloved 

Golden Retriever, Charlotte.  
 

During the summer of 2017, while we were waiting to move into our house, we spent time in various loca-

tions: camping, hotels, couch surfing.  One day we were spending the day at Deception Pass State Park and as 

we were driving past the small boat launch at Cranberry Lake, I noticed three adults (two men and one wom-

an) and three Goldens. We stopped and I asked if there would be room for one more Golden at this party. 

For about 45 minutes we exchanged pleasantries about our dogs, as Charlotte joined in on the water activities 

with one elder and two young ones. Before the group was about to leave, I was engaged in conversation with 

the woman and she told me she worked at Mt Vernon High School and I told her that our son, Bret, had been 

a substitute there. As I began to describe Bret to her, a man in the group looked at me and asked if Bret 

played saxophone. I said yes and assumed that maybe this man was a jazz musician and had met Bret in the ar-

ea. No, he was not a musician, but Bret had played saxophone at his church. I asked him his name. His name 

was Jess Del Bosque. Jess was there with the couple who are close friends that camp together at the park. Bar-

bara was back at the campsite.  
 

When Kent and I began volunteering with the Family Promise program at the church we soon learned that 

there were others in the congregation who were Golden people, Linda and Dennis Jones as well as Linda and 

Al Steiner. We met Stella one evening during a Family Promise week when the Steiners brought her to stay 

the night with them.  After our Charlotte died in July 2019 we began caring for Stella when the Steiners need-

ed to be away for medical appointments. As is the Golden way, Stella is a delightful companion and house 

guest! A nice twist to our story is that by this mid-October we’ll be getting a pup from the same breeder 

where the Del Bosques got Tucker, one of the Goldens that we met that summer day in 2017. Tucker was a 

year old then and was there with his sister who belonged to the other couple. I’m wondering, does this make 

us related some how? I’m already referring to our little girl as a light at the end of this tunnel. I wish for each of 

you lights and blessings during this unprecedented covid experience we’re all sharing.  
 

To quote one of my favorite people, Temple Grandin, “animals make us human.” Our pets help define us and 

for sure, have the power to link our human hearts together. As we count our blessings let us also bless those 

animals that bring light to us and to others. 

Many thanks from Pastor Terry 
 

Dennie and I want to thank all of you for your kind thoughts and prayers regarding my surgery and recovery! 

So far, things have gone very well, with the surgery being declared an uncomplicated success and no evidence 

of any sort of infection in any of the several incision areas. I have experienced very little pain and have at least 

rested well each night, and have usually caught up on any missed sleep by napping during the days. We’re so 

glad we picked up a Knee Rover – it really helps me get around in the house, and was especially enjoyable 

when I went in for follow-up visits, as the entryway to building that houses my surgeon is set back a ways from 

the driveway. I especially want to thank the SPR Team for the wonderful work they have done in coordinating 

the “Homecoming” worship series, along with the pastors who generously accepted the invitation to partici-

pate – the Revs. Jim Finkbeiner, Rand O’Donnell, Dan Breznau, and Cheryl Fear. I also appreciate the con-

sistent guiding presence of our videographer, Mike Bradley, and those who have pulled wonderful photos from 

years past to include in the worship videos. I hope to lead worship again for the 2nd week of October, with a 

Blessing of the Animals. 
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October 5    Diane Graff 

      Dianne Ramsey 
 

October 12   Nancy Finkbeiner 
 

October 14   Deanne Lundquist 

       Edith Thomas 
 

October 17   Kerry Keeler 
 

October 19   Kay Martin 

October11   Chuck & Tami Cass 

 

October 23   Don & Kip Bisagna 

 

October 24   Jon & Carol Turnbull 

Let’s Be Friends 
 

Don’t forget to “friend” us on Facebook!  Visit our page at Mount Vernon First United Methodist 

Church and find out what’s happening in our church and in our community.  We’re also using Facebook 

to introduce our church to our greater community via events, photos, news articles, and advertising. 

Invite your friends—pass the word!  

Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel 
 

Why? Because if you click the subscribe button on our YouTube channel, you will receive notification 

whenever a new video is uploaded. This is the easiest way to know that the worship video is ready to 

watch.  Type MVFUMC  WA into the YouTube search box.  

Prayer Corner 

 
Please continue to pray: 

• for Pastor Terry as his ankle and foot continue to heal following surgery. 
• for our nation as we hold our breath, waiting to see if the Senate will act responsibly and apply their 

own standards regarding nomination and Senate approval of a Supreme Court justice during an election 

year. 

• for teachers, students, and parents as they adjust to a new way of doing school. 

• for those struggling with health issues, COVID and otherwise. 
• for perseverance of the people of the United States in observing the wearing of masks, social distanc-

ing, and staying home as much as possible. 



OCT 2020
SUN  MON  TUE  WED THU  FRI  SAT 

    01 02 03 

     

 

 8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 

 

6:30 pm  Bell 

Choir Rehearsal 

    

04 05 06 07 08 09 10 

On-line Worship 

with Communion 

11:15 Zoom Cof-

fee Hour 

 

 10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

  

7pm Zoom Bible 

Study  

 

1pm Staff Meeting 

  

7pm Zoom Choir 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

10am Zoom 

Bible Study 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 
 

6:30 pm Bell 

Choir Rehearsal 

    

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

On-Line Worship 

With Blessing of 

the Animals 

  

11:15 Zoom Cof-

fee Hour 

  10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

7pm Zoom Bible 

Study 

  

 

1pm Staff Meeting 

  

7pm Zoom Choir 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

10 am Zoom 

Bible Study 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 
 

6:30 pm Bell 

Choir Rehearsal 

    

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

On-Line Worship 

  

11:15 Zoom Cof-

fee Hour 

7pm Zoom 

Youth Group 

  10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

7pm Zoom Bible 

Study 

  

 

1pm Staff Meeting 

  

7pm Zoom Choir 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

10am Zoom 

Bible Study  
 

1:30 pm Zoom  

Coffee Hour 
 

6:30 pm Bell 

Choir Rehearsal 

    

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

On-Line Worship 

  

11:15 Zoom Cof-

fee Hour 

  10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

7pm Zoom Bible 

Study 

  

 

1pm Staff Meeting 

  

7pm Zoom Choir 

 8:30am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

10am Zoom  

Bible Study 
 

1:30 pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 
 

6:30 pm Bell 

Choir Rehearsal 

   

 Happy 

Halloween! 


