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I’m so glad to live in a world 

where there are Octobers. 

  -L.M. Montgomery 

Missed a sermon or two? Want to listen to one a second time? They are 

posted on our website www.mvfumc.org/online_sermons. 

  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry Hall 

 

 

 

 

“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

OCTOBER 2019 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

Practicing ‘Right Relationship’ 
 

In the beginning was … relationship! From the internal relationship of the Three Person 

Godhead, what flowed out into material forms was an expression of loving relationship. 

First the foundations were laid down, as every thing to come would depend on the light, 

the water and the dry land to provide habitats and the opportunities they provide. In 

both Genesis 1 and the first chapter of John’s gospel, we get important glimpses into the 

purpose and plan behind and for Creation! The relationship between each step and each 

new thing, must be in place for the next step to emerge and have a chance to thrive. 
 

While these are fundamental pieces of our faith story, we often fail to even recognize, 

much less give priority to the way they shape all that comes after. Genesis attends to 

the ‘why’ of physicality – what we call in religious terms “incarnation” and in everyday 

language tangible, touchable, visible substance. The opening of John’s gospel covers the 

why of the spiritual nature of God, the Divine Plan, and our part in all of what is and can 

be! Taken together, they highlight the preeminence of relationship in every aspect of 

Creation, and the central thread of the Bible itself, which is a set of books about rela-

tionship between Creator and Creation, as well as between humans and that over 

which we are given stewardship. My online dictionary defines the verb ‘steward’ as 

“manage or look after another’s property,” a task that requires deep involvement and 

understanding of that which is being tended to for the best possible result, AND the 

property’s owner. 
 

We all know the importance of good, clear and consistent communication to any rela-

tionship, and yet we who ‘congregate’ for the purpose of mutually expanding, deepening 

and practicing our faith rarely start or carry out our relationships with the sort of foun-

dation that is needed to facilitate our work together. At our best, we start a new pasto-

ral appointment by offering several opportunities for small groups to gather with the 

new pastor to get acquainted, just as you all did with Dennie and I when we arrived, 

which is a great step. Even so, we know that less than 50% of the congregation generally 

chooses to participate and the best that could be hoped for among those who do at-

tend such gatherings is the merest of beginnings before we launch into the deep work of 

Christ-following together. Sadly, the percentage of folks who engage in later discussion 

opportunities with the pastor tends to go down, unless something really problematic 

develops, leading to an expanding gap in our relationships. That presents serious chal-

lenges under the best circumstances, and in our highly polarized times is a recipe for 

dissatisfaction all around. 
(continued next page) 

October 6 

Lamentations 1:1-6 

Psalm 137 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 

 

October 13 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

Psalm 66:1-12 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 

 

October 20  

Jeremiah 32:27-34 

Psalm 119:97-104 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 

 

October 27 

Joel 2:23-32 

Psalm 65 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 
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(Pastor’s Corner cont’d) 

I never know how many people read these articles, as very, very few people ever seek me out to share a response, 

ask a clarifying question, or seek a time to sit down for a deeper exploration of what I said or what they heard. Oc-

casionally someone tells me they enjoyed, appreciated or was offended or put off my something they understood 

me to say, but when that happens it is usually in passing with little or no chance for me to clarify my meaning and/

or intention, or ponder together the implications of what we agree or disagree about. I think it is very likely I see 

my role as Pastor differently than most people in the pews; I certainly see it from a very different perspective than 

when I sat in the pews! 
 

Given the extremely limited opportunities I have to address our whole congregation outside of worship, I want to 

share two insights that I hope will be useful to all of us: how I view my role and what I hope you all will do with 

things I say. 
 

I felt called to give up a career and set of relationships I enjoyed and from which I received great rewards, both fi-

nancial and personal, to answer a sense of calling to serve God through congregational ministry. To me, that has 

always meant dedicating myself to expanding my understanding of the Bible – the context of and to whom its books 

were written as well as the eternal, ever-deepening meaning wherever and whenever we encounter them together. 

As such, I have always understood that, just as in my career as a therapist, my task is not pleasing people or avoid-

ing all controversy, much less ensuring that folks are getting just what they want. This is not to suggest that I don’t 

care how you all feel about me or whether or how you are being impacted by my ideas, teaching, preaching or per-

sonal interactions with you. As Paul would say, “By no means” is that the case! I care deeply about our relation-

ships, both spiritual and personal, and am deeply affected by how I seem to be perceived. Remember, I made my 

living for 24 years or more before entering the path of professional ministry in large part by ‘reading’ people and 

trusting my sense of relationships. But I cannot allow my “approval ratings” to become a higher priority than faith-

fully trying to please the God who equipped and called me, and continues to do so. Recognizing that many people 

who are smarter than me and have been at this longer than I can help me grow, I spend a large part of my time 

reading and interacting with some of them, and you end up hearing about and being otherwise impacted by my ex-

plorations. Anyone who wants a simplistic faith that requires little effort from them is bound to be frustrated by 

me. 
 

Some of the things I hope you all will do include being open to new ideas, even about long-held and cherished un-

derstandings of the biblical stories and our worship practices. When I use different versions of the Lord’s Prayer, 

for example, I do so to heighten our attention to what the familiar lines mean, not to throw off your rhythm or vex 

you. The same is true when I use varying versions of the Bible. When a sermon doesn’t connect with you, or you 

don’t understand what I was trying to get at, I hope you will do two things: first, when you tell me you did not get 

what I was going on about, I’d love it if you had enough investment in gaining understanding and in our relationship 

to arrange a time when we can discuss the message, your questions, and my intentions. To me, that is the differ-

ence between complaining and seeking understanding. Second, ask yourself this question: “If I trust that Pastor Ter-

ry was trying to share something and was doing it in the way he thought had the best chance of fully conveying that 

something, how might I understand what he said?” Likewise, knowing that much of what lies at the heart of this Je-

sus-following life is mysterious, did the message share some aspect of that mystery without trying to break it down 

into simplistic pieces that destroy the very mystery itself! Participating in a study with me will provide the best 

chance to gain an understanding of what I am talking about and why I think it is an important topic, learning not on-

ly from me but the others in the group, while enhancing the group with your own thoughts. 
 

My hope is that for whatever time I continue here we can continue to grow in both our faith and the relationships 

that are the foundation and workspace for such growth.       

Pastor Terry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Page 7 

Faith in Action  
 

Homeless for a Night 
Thanks to all  who donated funds so that Pastor Terry could spend the night in his car. Over $350 was raised to 

help support Family Promise. This year the event took place in the parking lot of the Allen United  Methodist 

Church.  
 

And a big thanks to Carolyn and Floyd Gregg for all that they do in support of Family Promise each time our church 

is host to the families!  Such a lot of work goes into each host week and because of the many people that have 

stepped up to sleep over, make dinners, wash bedding, etc. we are able to host these families 4 times a year.  If you 

would like to help in some way, please talk with Carolyn Gregg.  

Did You Know We Have an Outreach at Mountain Glen? 
 

Bible Study with Pastor Terry on Tuesdays from 1:30 pm to 2:15 pm 

 

Knitting and Crocheting on Wednesdays from 10 am to 11:30 am 

Advance Directive Informational Meeting in November 
 

There will be an Advance Directive – Durable Power of Attorney (DPOA) for Health Care informational meeting 

with Dana Brothers from Hospice of the Northwest on Sunday, November 10, 2019 from 12N to 2pm with soup 

and salad. Be sure to come learn about these very important documents! 

 United Methodist Youth 
 

We had our first gathering of the Fall  on Sunday, Sept. 8th where we shared some pizza, played some games that 

we learned at CONVO last May (ask the kids about “Poison Dart Frog”), and brainstormed some ideas for ways we 

can have fun and be in service during the upcoming school year.  Our group is open to youth in grades 6—12.  
 

Since our 2nd meeting on Sept. 22nd coincided with the first day of Family Promise guests coming to our church, we 

asked Carolyn Gregg what we could do to make their stay better.  We ended up making M & M cookies for their 

lunches or snacks and the kids decorated name signs for the rooms.  Here are a couple of photos of our activities! 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 

Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-

tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Opportunities to Serve In the Church 
 

Chancel Choir – Weekly rehearsals  on Wednesdays from 7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Singing for the 10:30 a.m. service  

New choir members are welcomed. Please contact Jung. 206-437-4762 
 

Bell Choir – Bell Choir rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:00 pm. The bell choir usually rings for worship on the 

fourth Sunday of the month. Interested in ringing with us? You don’t have to have any experience in ringing hand-

bells but some ability to read music is helpful. Contact Sue Erickson in the church office if you are interested in 

joining this group. 
 

Congregational Care Team will meet Monday, 10/7/19 at 1:30pm in the church conference room 

due to Columbus Day on 10/14/19 (our usual meeting day). This team keeps track of the congregation and 

reaches out to anyone who might be sick, homebound, or having a difficult time by calling, visiting, sending cards 

or notifying the person’s friends. Contact Mary Downing, 360-770-1113, if you are interested in joining this team.  
 

Sisters of the Heart meets every Tuesday morning at 10:00 am. This is a time for the women of the church to 

gather to share common interests, monthly Bible Study and to give each other support. Contact Donna Freiman, 

360-757-8014, for more information.  
 

Child Care for MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) - On the first and third Tuesdays of the month between 

9:30 and 11:30 am, the church buzzes with the voices of preschoolers and their mothers during the MOPS meet-

ing. This faith-based group meets to give spiritual, emotional, and practical support to mothers with young chil-

dren. YOU can help provide loving care of the children so the mothers can have adult time during these meetings. 

If you are willing to help with the childcare, contact Sue Erickson in the office. 
 

The Quilters meet on the first and third Thursdays to work together in making quilts for hospice. They make 

the quilt tops individually but work together to assemble them. If you are interested in joining but are inexperi-

enced, the group can teach you the process involved and techniques to make it easier. Contact Linda Cook for 

more information. 
 

Cleaning and Garden Team meets every Thursday from 9am to noon.  This team works with Chris Flores to 

care for our building and grounds.  Many hands make the work easy so come join us! 

Update on the Building from the Trustees 
 

The trustees can finally check off painting the church that has been on our to do list for 

many years.  After receiving 3 bids, Bravo Services LLC was selected.  They have recently 

finished painting the church and did an excellent job.  The job was paid for with funds 

from the church's Endowment Fund. 
 

The following is a description of what the Bravo painting crew accomplished:  

 1 -  pressure washed the exterior walls 

 2 -  scraped and sanded areas in need, used soil remover where needed 

 3 -  used flex caulking in siding grooves and gaps,  

 4 -  used primer and did a second coat in areas where paint was peeling and not bonding 

 5 -  masked and protected all doors, window glass, and landscaping 

 6 -  applied up to two coats of paint. 
 

If there is a question about the painting, please feel free to contact a trustee. (Doug Rindal, Jess del Bosque, 

Deene Almvig, Bob Hallberg, Clay Cook, Chuck Cass, and Pastor Terry) 

 

Editor’s note…  “THANK YOU TRUSTEES FOR ALL YOUR HARD WORK!!” 

And a HUGE “Thank You!” to all of our mowers that keep our church lawn looking nice dur-

ing the growing season! 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   
August, 2019 

 

  Income   Expense 

Regular Account  $15,778.00  $ 22,628.70 

Special Account   $35,707.00  $   1,065.59 

Memorials  $    100.00  $   0 
    

As you can see, we took in less than what we spent during the month of August.  
 

During the month of August we were able to pay all of our bills and our Conference Apportionments.  We also paid 

our last payment on our annual insurance premium. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of our church! 

Christian Education for All ages! 
 

Sunday School is off to a  great start!  Here is our schedule this year for our Education time... 

9:15 am  Genesis Bible Study with Barbara del Bosque 
9:30 am      Sunday School— story time with Gary Thompson followed by crafts & games with Sharon Minor and 

Ashleigh Jacobson 

9:30 am Confirmation Class for 6th—12th graders with Lori & Shauna Flores 

 
A little bit about Confirmation… We are excited to have 6 youth attending our Confirmation Class (and we have 

room for more… it’s not too late!)  In class we will be learning more about our church, our denomination and what 

it means to be on a faith journey.  We look forward to the culmination of the class in June where our young people 

may make the decision to be baptized and to become a full member of the church. 

 
And remember… we do offer mid-week Education opportunities as well with the Genesis Bible Study and  Universal 

Christ book study! 

Church conference set for Sunday, October 13 after  the 10:30 worship 
 

Following the 10:30 worship service on October 13, we will hold our annual Charge Conference in Sprague Hall. 

Grab a cup of coffee and whatever snack is offered and have a seat. The church membership will vote on the pas-

tor’s compensation packet for 2020. You must be a member to vote. Talk with Pastor Terry if you are ready to join 

our church and be able to vote. The various teams and committees of the church will also give reports on this past 

year’s activities. All members of our church family are urged to stay for this meeting even if you have not formally 

joined the church.  

United Methodist Women 
 

The United Methodist Women invite the women of the congregation to attend their monthly meetings on the third 

Wednesday of each month at noon in Sprague Hall. The meetings begin with a potluck salad luncheon followed by a 

presentation of a variety of speakers and any necessary business. The speaker for the October 16 meeting is Liz Jen-

nings from Community Action of Skagit Valley. 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 
     

   

10/4 Erin Malone Shaffer 

        

10/12 Nancy Finkbeiner 

   

10/14 Edith Thomas 

       Deanne Lundquist 

   

10/16 Wynette Golliver 

   

10/17 Kerry Keeler 

 

10/18 Paul O’Donnell 

   

10/19 Craig Bloodgood 

  Kay Martin 

   

10/20 Winnie Bradford 

  Anne Thompson 

   

10/27 Leo Waldschmidt 

 

10/28 Amanda Scoby 

   

10/30 Megan Perez 

   
 

 

OCTOBER
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    1  

9:30 am MOPS 

10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 

1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 

1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 

6:00 pm Boy Scouts & Den 

Meetings 

2  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

6     World Communion 

Sunday  

8:30 am Early Worship 

9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 

9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 

9:30 am    Sunday School & 

Confirmation 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Coffee Hour 

  

  

7  

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to Family 

6:30 pm Universal Christ Book 

Study 

8  

10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 

1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 

1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 

6:00 pm Scouts and Cubs 

Committee Meeting 

9  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

7:00 pm Finance Meeting

13 Church Conference 

8:30 am Early Worship 

9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 

9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 

9:30 am    Sunday School & 

Confirmation 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Coffee Hour 

  All Church Charge Confer-

ence 

12:00 pm Youth Group 

  

14  

10:00 am   UMW Executive 

Board 

1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion Band 

1:30 pm Congregational Care 

Team 

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to Family 

6:30 pm Universal Christ Book 

Study 

15  

9:30 am MOPS 

10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 

1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 

1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 

6:00 pm Scouts and Cub Dens 

16  

12:00 pm UMW Luncheon and 

meeting 

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

20  

8:30 am Early Worship 

9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 

9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 

9:30 am    Sunday School & 

Confirmation 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Coffee Hour 

  

21  

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to Family 

6:30 pm Universal Christ Book 

Study 

22  

10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 

1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 

1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 

6:00 pm Scout Pack Meeting 

23  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

27  

8:30 am Early Worship 

9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 

9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 

9:30 am    Sunday School & 

Confirmation 

10:30 am Worship 

11:30 am Coffee Hour 

12:00 pm   Youth Group 

28  

9:00 am Newsletter Mailing Day 

1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion Band 

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to Family 

6:30 pm Universal Christ Book 

Study 

29  

10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 

1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 

1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 

30  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   

10/11 Chuck and Tami Cass 

 

10/23 Donald and Kip Bisagna 

  

10/24 Jon and Carol Turnbull 

OCTOBER 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Staff Meeting 

Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

3  

8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry 

10:30 am Universal Christ Book 

Study 

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to Family 

7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

4  5  

Staff Meeting 

Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

Finance Meeting 

10  

8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry 

10:30 am Universal Christ Book 

Study 

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to Family 

6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 42259 

7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

11  12  

UMW Luncheon and 

meeting 

Staff Meeting 

Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

17  

8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry 

10:30 am Universal Christ Book 

Study 

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to Family 

6:00 pm GS WW Leaders 

7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

18  19  

8:00 am Women's Spiritual 

Garden 

Staff Meeting 

Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

24  

8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry 

10:30 am Universal Christ Book 

Study 

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to Family 

6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 42259 

7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

25  26  

Staff Meeting 

Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

31  

8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry 

10:30 am Universal Christ Book 

Study 

2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 

5:00 pm NAMI Family to Family 

7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

    


