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Pastor’s Corner
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

BIBLE READINGS
FOR THE MONTH
November 4
Ruth 1:1-18
Psalm 146
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:28-34
November 11
Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17
Psalm 127
Hebrews 9:24-28
Mark 12:38-44
November 18
1 Samuel 1:4-20
Psalm 113
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
Mark 13:1-8
November 25

2 Samuel 23:1-7
Psalm 132:1-12
Revelation 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

You can find this edition of our newsletter on-line at www.mvfumc.org

Pastor Terry Hall

The path to ordination and appointment as an Elder in the
UMC
As we move ever closer to what should be an historic Special Session of General Conference, scheduled for February 23-26, 2019, I thought it might be useful to share a brief
description of what I believe to be at the heart of denominational fears and conflicts that
will be addressed by that gathering: who gets to be ordained and appointed to serve as
the Pastor of a local congregation and what sort of process is involved. While the UMC
has several pathways to and forms of pastoral leadership, churches with a large enough
congregation to support a full-time pastor most often are led by an ordained Elder (that’s
my designation) who is appointed by the regional Bishop, after prayer-guided input from
the Cabinet.
An Elder is “ordained to Word, Service, and Sacraments,” responsible for: studying and
faithfully sharing the Word of God; committing to a life of service to God’s purposes,
usually within one or more local congregation(s); faithfully administering our two sacraments – baptism and communion – as well as other rites such as weddings, funerals, confirmations, etc, and ordering the life of the congregation to achieve God’s purposes. The
path from feeling called to such a life to being ordained is long, demanding and requires a
surprising number of people and groups. Here’s how it goes:
The 1st step is to talk with a UMC clergyperson, usually one’s pastor, who can explain
the starting requirements and point the way to getting the process rolling.
Next up is meeting with their District Superintendent (DS) to request admission to the
candidacy process, the assignment of a mentor and enrollment with our denominational database.
Now the evaluative process really gets serious, as the exploring candidate meets with the
SPRC of their home church, seeking their feedback and support. Once they have
passed that hurdle, which will need to be repeated annually for years, they can meet
with their mentor to work through an extensive process of self-examination, discernment, and discussion about this “call” business. Paperwork also kicks in here, as the
candidate writes a Statement of Call and begins attending to other requirements:
Credit and background checks; medical statement of general fitness; personal
contact and family information; a psychological evaluation by a conferenceapproved Psychologist and process
The candidate must also be approved by a charge conference of his/her home church,
asserting they see evidence of gifts, appropriate character, and fruit in the candidate’s life
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(Pastor’s Corner continued)
Around this point the person begins to meet with a district Committee on Ministry (dCOM), which will be
the group of clergy and lay people who will guide, evaluate, pray for and assist the candidate for 3-8
years on at least an annual basis.
Required schooling can come through completion of a 90 credit Master of Divinity degree from an accredited and UMC-approved seminary or Course of Study, which involves a number of 2 week segments of
INTENSIVE study over several years, bringing another level of and perspective on evaluation of readiness, especially around the foundational tasks of critical thinking and discernment, as well as development of a sustainable and sustaining spiritual life.
Finally, assuming the candidate satisfactorily rises to the increasingly demanding expectations, they are recommended to a clergy session at annual conference, where those already serving vote on the recommendation for ordination, after which they will be guaranteed an appointment and their SPRC and congregations take over most of the supervisory and evaluative process.

So, there you have it! Over the course of this years-long process – I did it just about as fast as possible at
the time, which was nearly 8 years – every candidate for ordained ministry has been evaluated, supervised
and supported by dozens of people, from their local church, people doing the work to which they aspire
and laypeople who know they just might receive that person as their pastor at some point, as well as professional educators and for some of us, congregations we served while in seminary.
I hope this is helpful as you consider who is allowed the privilege of ordination in our denomination and
how that privilege is awarded. I currently serve as the Chair of the Puget Sound dCOM, a position I also
held in the Inland District, and have 3 candidates I am mentoring. I give thanks for the many, MANY people
it took to prepare me for this work and the colleagues with whom I practice what I have learned so far!
Pastor Terry

FINANCIAL REPORT
September, 2018
Regular Account
Special Account
Memorials

Income
$22,811.44
$ 2,491.35
$ 940.00

Expense
$25,488.52
$ 3,269.84
$
0

Thank you to all who have supported the ministries of our church. We were able to pay all of our bills and our
Conference Apportionments this month. We spent more than we took in during the month of September due to
paying the final payment on our annual insurance premium. If you have any questions, please see Lori Flores
You will soon be receiving a letter from Pastor Terry and the Finance committee along with a pledge card for
2019. We are asking each of you to consider how you can faithfully participate in the life of this church through
your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service and your witness. We are hoping to receive the pledge cards
on November 18th, Dedication Sunday. Thank you again for your continued support of our church.

A Report on theTrustees
By Lori Flores

Some things that the Trustees committee does are very visible to us all, but some tasks are just necessary
jobs that keep our church building working from day to day. Here are some of the tasks that the Trustees
team has taken on recently…
· Our pole building to the North of the Church- Did you know that by building this pole building
we have been able to take back one of our classrooms so that it is no longer a storage room but can be
used for group meetings and activities. Also this building has space for our Boy Scout troop to store
some of their camping gear and the upstairs of the building can be used for the older Boy Scouts meetings (in fact on Tuesday, October 16th the Boy Scouts met in the building)
The pole building has also provided a secure place to keep our lawn mowers.
· Our Sanctuary skylight has been replaced! You may have noticed that it seems a bit brighter in
the front of the sanctuary. By replacing the skylight we not only have more light, but we are not so
worried about leaks coming down and damaging the altar area and/or the organ!
· The flat portion of our roof has been fixed. The membrane that covers our flat roof was in need
of repair so that we don’t have to worry about leaks in the classroom and hallway part of the church
building.
· We recently had a couple of chilly Sundays in the Sanctuary, but hopefully that is taken care of now with
the replacement of one of the pumps in our boiler that heats the sanctuary.
· We have also had quite a bit of digging, filling in ditches, paving, etc. that went along with the building of
our pole building. Thanks to all who volunteered to help with this!
A BIG Thank you to our Trustees for all that they do!

Poinsettias for Advent and Christmas!

Once again we will be ordering vibrant red poinsettias from Safeway to grace our
church from Dec. 9th through the Christmas Eve service.. After that you are welcome to take home the flowers/s that you have purchased.
Order forms may be found in the church office, on the "sign in" table on Sundays or
included with the weekly e-mails on-line.
Poinsettias for Advent and Christmas!
To order, please fill in this order blank: and along with your payment, drop it into the offering plate or mail/bring it
to the church office.
Checks should be made out to the Mount Vernon First United Methodist Church and marked "poinsettias." Each
poinsettia costs $10.50 (including tax.)
Last day to order: Sunday, November 25th.
ORDER FORM
Attached is $____________ in payment of my order for _____ poinsettias/s for use in the Advent/Christmas services.
Your name_____________________________________ Phone number__________________
The poinsettia/s will be listed in a brochure as follows (please print):
In memory of:________________________
In honor of :_________________________
_____________Presented to the Glory of God
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Sleeping Mat for the Homeless Team
Game Night

Thoughts on Our Upcoming Annual Stewardship Drive

The Sleeping Mats for the Homeless team would like to thank our AWESOME congregation for donating plastic groPut Friday
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and delivered 98 sleeping mats to the Phoenix Center, Friendship House, Family Promise and the Homeless Prothat you especially like to play. Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too! Any quesject? 216 hats and scarfs have been crocheted, knitted and sewed these past 2 years. We will be continuing to
tions, please see Lori in the church office.
make hats and scarfs. THANK YOU!!

When you receive your letter asking you to fill out a pledge card for your giving in the upcoming year, here are a couple of things to remember:
A pledge card is NOT a binding contract! It is simply your estimate of what you hope to give to the church
in the coming year. It allows your finance team to have some idea what funds will be available in 2019.
(Imagine trying to run a home budget with no idea what salary you are going to receive!) So if you have
been regularly giving to the church, but have not filled out a pledge card in the past, please prayerfully consider doing so this time.
There are only a handful of givers who give over $500 a month. Unfortunately, those tend to be long-time
givers who are elderly, and a number of them have passed away these past few years. That means it is up
to the rest of us to “step it up.” Also, remember that many of our bills that we have limited control over
are steadily going up (water, electricity, supplies, insurance, etc.) If all of us upped our pledge, even just a
little, it would really help.
It takes approximately $5,000 every Sunday to finance our church. Look around on Sunday morning, & you
will realize that that means a pretty sizable contribution from each of us!
In the past couple of years, we have done some wonderful, necessary, substantial improvement to our church
(see the Trustees report in this edition of the newsletter for some of the most recent projects). Most of
these have been paid for with funds from our Endowment Fund, in addition to using it for a couple of our
staff salaries. This has been okay while we have had an aggressive stock market. However, we all know
this can't last, and experts are warning that we are due for a down trend. If we want to keep all of the
wonderful staff we have, we need to start picking up our budget and lessening our dependence on the Endowment Fund.
We continue to be amazed at the wonderful, generous support our congregation gives to so many worthwhile causes. We recognize that it “feels” a lot better to aid hurricane relief or help the homeless than to
give to a dry, ordinary yearly budget. However, the truth is, if we do not adequately fund our church, we
will no longer even have those other opportunities! Consider taking just one of your extra givings & channel it into the regular budget instead.
As always, we continue to be grateful for all of your generous giving. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact any of the finance team. We encourage you to prayerfully consider the many ways God has blessed your life
as you fill out your pledge card for the upcoming year. Remember, God only asks us to give a portion back to him.

Mawingu Project to open 1st kindergarten class in January 2019
As part of our ongoing support of Tyler and Neema’s objective of providing the villagers
in Kisongo, Tanzania with educational opportunities, a special collection will be taken at
both services on November 11th followed by an all church potluck following the 10:30
service. Tyler, Neema and the girls will be returning to Tanzania shortly and are planning
on opening the community education center (aka the library) for their first kindergarten
class in January 2019. They are currently fundraising to outfit the center with bookshelves, desks and tables, and school supplies for the kindergarten classes. Please bring your favorite main dish, side
dish, or dessert and join Tyler, Neema, Bridget and Gabriella in Sprague Hall. They will also have some of the Tanzanian crafts and jewelry for sale at that time.

UMW Cookie Extravaganza!

Mark your calendars! The annual UMW Cookie Extravaganza will be on Saturday, Dec. 1st from 10:00 a.m. to
noon (or whenever we run out of cookies!). Come and purchase a delicious assortment of Christmas cookies to
serve to friends, give as gifts, or just to enjoy yourself! Be there at 10:00 a.m. for the best selection. Proceeds from
this sale fund our United Methodist Women’s mission budget.

Calling All Bakers!!
In order to have plenty of cookies for our sale… we are asking for your help! If baking
is something that you enjoy doing, we would love for you to share that gift with us.
Cookies can be brought to the church on Nov. 30th or early Dec. 1st (between 8 am &
9 am) for the sale.

Join the Chancel Choir for the Candlelight
Christmas Service
You are invited to sign-up and sing! All are welcome.
Rehearsals: 7:00 pm and maybe a couple of Saturday morning rehearsals in December
Performance:
Sunday, December 16
Come to rehearsal or contact:
Jung, 206-437-4762, tenorjang@gmail.com

With hope for the upcoming year,
Barbara del Bosque
P.S. Remember, all checks given to the church MUST be made out to the church. You can write UMCOR or Family
Promise on the memo line, but in order for the church to process & deposit your check, it must be made out 1st
UMC. We will make sure it gets to the right group or fund, depending on what you indicate on the memo line.
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BIRTHDAYS
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

11/04 Chris Satterlund
Marion Larsen
11/07 Ben Dunlap
Emily Stewart
11/08 Diana Barber

11/09 Darnell Burress
Isabel Neblett
11/10 Bob Olsen
11/11 Wylie Keeler
Nancy Edwards
Shelby Schlittler
11/12 Chris Flores
11/16 Shauna Flores
11/20 Colin Sands
11/26 Ruth Downes
11/27 Larry Freiman

4
All Saints Sunday
8:30 am Worship with Communion
9:00 am Children's Choir
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:30 am Little Church and Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Hour
12:00 pm Piano Class
12:30 pm Youth Group
11 Veteran’s Day
8:30 am Worship with Communion
9:00 am Children's Choir
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:30 am Little Church and Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Hour
12:00 pm Piano Class
18
Dedication Sunday
8:30 am Worship with Communion
9:00 am Children's Choir
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:30 am Little Church and Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Hour
12:00 pm Piano Class
12:30 pm Youth Group
25
8:30 am Worship with Communion
9:00 am Children's Choir
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:30 am Little Church and Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:30 am Coffee Hour
12:00 pm Piano Class
2:00 pm 95th Birthday Party for
Ruth Downes

5
6
7
6:30 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 9:30 am MOPS
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 7:00 pm Chancel Choir
1:30 pm Anatomy of Peace
6:00 pm Boy Scouts
6:00 pm NAMI Board Meeting

ANNIVERSARIES
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1 Family Promise
2 Family Promise
8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry
9:30 am Quilters
7:00 pm Bell Choir

3 Family Promise

8
9
8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop
44345
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop
44129
7:00 pm Bell Choir

10

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
11/9

David & Mary Beth Rubio

11/16 Roger and Kay Martin

11/23 Doug and Sue Rindal
11/25 Wayne and Diann Smith
Ben & Kelli Walker
11/27 Dusty and Diana Barber

12
10:00 am UMW Executive
Board Meeting
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion
Band
1:30 pm Congregational
Care Team
6:30 pm NAMI Peer to Peer

13
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart
1:00 pm Sleeping Mat Team
1:30 pm Anatomy of Peace
6:00 pm Boy Scouts

14
15
16
12:00 pm UMW Luncheon and 8:30 am Men's Morning Minis- 1:00 pm Bob Chichester
Meeting
try
memorial
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
9:30 am Quilters
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting
7:00 pm Finance Meeting
7:00 pm Bell Choir
7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop
45063

19

20
21
9:30 am MOPS
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 6:30 pm Chancel Choir
1:30 pm Anatomy of Peace
6:00 pm Boy Scouts

22

26
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing
Day
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion
Band
6:00 pm FAE Board Meeting

27
10:00 am MOPS Steering
Committee
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart
1:30 pm Anatomy of Peace
6:00 pm Boy Scouts

29
30
8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry
7:00 pm Bell Choir

28
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop
45063

Office Closed

3 Office Closed

17

24
8:00 pm Hispanic
Ministry Thanksgiving
Dinner

