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“The only thing better than  

singing is more singing.” 

     ~Ella Fitzgerald 

  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry B. Hall 

 

 

 

“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to other people through faith in action.” 

MAY 2019 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

 
May 5 

Revelation 3:14-22  
 

May 12 

John 10:22-33 

 
May 19 

Acts 11:1-18 

 

May 26 

John 14:13-29 

    

Christianity as a counter-cultural invitation 
 

To follow Jesus is to be invited into a lifestyle and narrative that is 

and has always been counter-cultural. 
 

Having just come through Lent and entered the season of Easter, hopefully we can all 

agree that the teachings and lifestyle of Jesus ran counter to the norms of his society. As 

Matthew’s gospel points out repeatedly, his teachings offered an alternative to the narra-

tives of both the Roman occupiers and many of the religious leaders of his own faith 

community. Caesar claimed to be the Son of God, the bringer of peace, and the one 

through whom God’s will was carried out. In response, Jesus offered a very different ver-

sion of what each of those things meant – their source, authority, requirements and out-

comes. Likewise, while Temple leadership believed and taught that God could only be 

convinced to reclaim them as ‘chosen people’ and remove the Roman occupiers was 

compulsive adherence to a growing list of behavioral requirements (many of which they 

and their ancestors had placed on the list), Jesus kept crossing the lines they drew to 

reach those left or cast out of the ‘official’ vision of God’s hopes and intentions, claiming 

that love was always God’s first and only commandment.  
 

Rome’s version of ‘peace’ was based upon fear, force and assumed privilege/entitlement 

of the selected few at the expense of the many. The Temple hierarchy relied on less 

physical and more spiritual fear (though they were clearly not above using physical intimi-

dation and punishment), while holding onto a very similar privilege structure. Jesus 

turned all that upside down and inside out, teaching “the last will be first” and demon-

strating what that looked like by privileging the outcast, impoverished and diminished 

with his time and presence. He refused to announce judgements even when pressed to 

do so, gently but powerfully challenging the accusers to evaluate their own lives and mo-

tives instead of pronouncing life-taking judgments on others, and touched the untoucha-

ble ones without any subsequent purification rituals. He consistently chose a ‘third way’ 

that was neither passive nor aggressive, centered on preserving one’s dignity rather than 

revenge or mere survival. His Way was not without risk; he knew every path carries 

risks and was clear that while our physical wellness and pride can be easily taken, dignity 

is something that can only be given away or preserved. In the longest public teaching ses-

sion recorded in the gospels, found in Matthew 5-7 and commonly known as the Sermon 

on the Mount, he reframed the meaning of poverty, grief and meekness and clarified the 

relationship between how we live our lives and what makes us recognizable as ‘children 

of God.’  
 

(continued next page)  
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   
March 2019 

  Income   Expense 

Regular Account  $17,053.74  $21,202.27 

Special Account   $  3,340.16 $  2,406.41 

Memorials  $       95.00   575.00 

 

As you can see we spent more than we took in during the month of March.   We did pay all of our bills and 

apportionments for the month. Thank you so much for your continued support of the ministries of our 

church. 

(Pastor’s Corner continued) 
 

He went on to challenge both the leaders of his religion and people in general to move beyond the notion of 

forced behavioral compliance to enter into deeper, more meaningful relationships with our Creator and one an-

other. To do so, he said, requires honest introspection and self-reflection to  uncover root influences such as prej-

udices, cross-tribal distrust and cross-generational teachings of who to hate so we can catch ourselves in the earli-

est possible stages of relationship disturbance. Perhaps most revolutionary of all his teachings, and certainly the 

most difficult one to truly live out, he specifically pointed out that loving those we find it easy or convenient to 

love (a love we can expect to be reciprocated) was neither unusual nor sufficient; we are to love all, including and 

perhaps especially those we can only identify with as ‘enemy.’ 
 

While we are constantly subjected to attempts to shape our identities as individuals and groups in ways that profit 

some at the expense of others, Jesus (and the Bible in general) repeatedly advises us to ‘fear not,’ understanding 

fear is the worst form of persuasion; it lasts only as long as the fear can be maintained or elevated, and corrupts, 

rots and destroys rather than building up.  
 

Jesus does not demand; he invites and demonstrates. He comes to the table without requirements, without ‘litmus 

tests’ or any measurement of whether, to what extent or in what areas we agree on ideas or interpretations. Our 

society, like his, is prone to separating around all sorts of differences, even when doing so amounts to defining en-

tire groups by a single principle, physical characteristic or aspect. To follow Jesus is to shake off such temptations, 

trusting that Jesus truly leads us away from rather than toward them, the better to see ourselves and others in 

wholeness. The demand for all to subscribe to a list of specific ideas is what defines a cult, while faith systems are 

defined by how they build up not only their adherents but all those adherents encounter. Jesus taught that his fol-

lowers would be known by their love, not just of one another but for all.  
 

Finally, this Christ-following is not, cannot be, about compliance; the goal is not to produce ‘nice’ people, or even 

kind or orderly ones. While all those adjectives might end up being accurate descriptions of a Christian, they only 

recognize surface ‘symptoms.’ As Jesus indicated in his inaugural missional invitation in Matthew’s gospel, God’s 

hope and plan for us is to continue waking up to the best of who we are, allowing ourselves to be transformed, 

changed from the inside out as we recognize that our prayer for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven 

has already been answered. The intention is always for heart-change that produces a transformative desire to do 

God’s will, and what is required is for us to breathe in the Spirit of Love, then breathe it back out again so others 

can breathe it in as well, without regard to who might be inspired next. And that, my friends, is as unexpected and 

counter-cultural as it gets! 

        Pastor Terry 
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New Book on UMW Library Shelves 
 

One of the new 2019 UMW Reading Program books is “Eleanor : a spiritual biography : the faith of the 20th 

century’s most influential woman” by Harold Ivan Smith. “More than fifty years after her death, Eleanor Roose-

velt is remembered as a formidable first lady and tireless social activist. Often overlooked, however, is her deep 

and inclusive spirituality. Her personal faith was shaped by the New Testament in her youth, giving her a Jesus-

centered spirituality that fueled her commitment to civil rights, women’s rights, and the rights of all little people 

marginalized in American society. She took seriously Jesus words and despite her life of privilege, she made the 

needs of those on the margins her priority. “Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography” provides insight into one of Ameri-

ca’s most famous women, particularly the spiritual influences that made her so active in social justice issues”.  

[from OCLC WorldCat] 
 

Remember men and youth as well as women are welcome to read any of the books in the UMW Library.  Just 

sign your name, title of the book, and the date you checked out on the clipboard prominently displayed on the 

third shelf of the Library bookcase. 

It’s Not Too Late! 
The church is in the process of updating our picture directory and we want YOU 

to be in it. Pastor Terry is taking pictures again on May 12th during Coffee Hour. 

So far we have had great participation but want to have updated pictures of as 

many members as possible. Did we say FREE? Yes, there is no cost to you and if 

you want a copy of your picture, just let Pastor Terry know. If you can’t make it 

on May 12th, call the office and Pastor Terry will be happy to arrange a time to 

take your picture. We will be calling those who have not gotten their picture tak-

en after May 12 as we want to wrap this up by the end of May. 

All-Church Garage Sale 

Saturday, June 22  8 am to noon 
 

Start cleaning out those attics, closets & garages to find those forgotten treasures that you can donate to the 

Church Garage Sale!  This will be a fund raiser to support the Mawingu Project in Tanzania.  We have a room at 

the church where we are collecting items for the sale so feel free to bring them by anytime.  If you would like to 

help, we will be sorting and putting items out on the tables on Thursday & Friday, June 20 & 21.  We will need 

helpers the day of the sale with shifts beginning at 7:30 am through clean-up at noon.  Watch for more info and 

sign-up sheets as we get closer to the sale date.  In the meantime… find those treasures!!!  Thank you! 

              Vacation Bible School 2019 
 
Save these dates!   VBS will be happening here at our church July 15-19, 9 am to noon!  

We are once again co-hosting VBS along with our friends from the MV Presbyterian 

Church.  There will soon be registration forms on the table in the Narthex, please feel 

free to share them with neighbors or friends!  If you are interested in helping out during 

this week… we are in need of many hands!  Please let Lori Flores know if you are able to 

help before VBS with decorations or during the week of VBS either helping to lead a sta-

tion or taking children from station to station.  We can guarantee a week of excitement and enthusiasm!  Watch 

upcoming bulletins and bulletin boards for ways that you can help with supplying art materials and snacks!  Thank 

you so much for your support! 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 

Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-

tions, please see Lori in the church office.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling All Grads… 
 

We are getting ready to celebrate our 2019 Graduates  and would love to include all that will be graduating 

from college, technical programs, certificates, along with our 8th grade and High School grads. Please let Lori 

Flores know your graduate info: Name, School, Degree, so that we can celebrate these achievements. Thank 

you! 
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A Gift to our Moms on Mother’s Day 

 
All members of the congregation are invited to a special Mother’s Day Brunch. The youth along with some help-

ers will be serving a brunch between worship services on Sunday, May 12th from 9 am to 10 am.  We hope that 

you will join us!  

  Youth Convo 2019 
 
Have you ever had the opportunity to worship with a 

room filled with 300 youth and their adult chaperones?? 

It is a truly awesome experience!   

 
Over Memorial Day weekend, hundreds of Youth 

(grades 6-12) and adult youth workers will gather at the 

University of Puget Sound for Convo, three days of wor-

ship, fun, and learning. This United Methodist youth retreat is a fantastic opportunity to connect with friends new 

and old from across the Pacific Northwest! 

 

The theme this year is The Journey. Keynote speaker, Rev. Dr. Leroy Barber, a member of the Greater Northwest 

Area Innovation Vitality Team, will help us explore how we navigate the great journey of life especially as we work 

through times of uncertainty and trouble. We will explore how God’s love and faith keep us steadfast and give us 

hope even during the storms and trials of life. 

Every year, Convo is planned by an excellent team of youth and supportive adults who have a passion and dedica-

tion to making this the best event it can be; this year is no exception. Pacific Northwest Annual Conference Youth 

Ministries has been hosting this “Bishop’s Youth Convocation” for over 40 years and we are praying for a week-

end where both youth and adults are equipped and recharged to live as passionate disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
Cost for the weekend at the University of Puget Sound is $175 per person.  We would love to help with scholar-

ships for any youth that wish to attend.  If you would like to help send a youth to Convo, please make a check out 

to the church and put “Youth Convo” on the memo line.  Any questions, please see Lori in the church office.  If 

you would like to go along and chaperone with Lori please contact the church office. 
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Women’s Brunch - Saturday, May 4th at 10:00 a.m. 
 

     “Apron Pockets & Serving Hearts”  

 
All the ladies of the church are invited to join us for our May Brunch on Saturday, May 4th at 

10:00 am.  Our theme is centered on aprons.  If you have an apron that you would like to share, 

please bring it with you. You can either wear it or we can hang it on our “clothesline” for deco-

ration.  If you have a story about that apron, we would love for you to share it that morning.  

We are also planning on playing a “Name that Odd Kitchen Utensil” game.  If you have a 

strange utensil that you think might stump us, please bring it in to be a part of our game.  Feel 

free to invite family and friends to join us for this fun morning!  Please sign up on the sheet in 

the Narthex tohelp us with numbers to plan out the food.  Hope to see you there!   

Just a Reminder 

The Church Council, after a quarter of low financial returns on our endowment funds,  decided that it was time 

for the congregation to re-assume the financial responsibility for the Choir Director position (and boy, don't we 

get our money's worth from Jung Jang!)  When we  tried having a Director of Music, which involved more hours, 

that salary was paid for with endowment funds.  Now that we are back to a Choir Director, it's time for the funds 

to again come from the general account.  Fortunately, this will be phased in gradually, with 20% the goal for 2019.  

In order to meet that goal, the Finance team asked pledgers to consider upping their 2019 pledge, which a few 

folks did.  Thank you!  Our second strategy was to ask givers to add a little in the offering plate any time they 

could.  Some of you have responded this way, and we thank you.  Now, with a number of you receiving income 

tax refunds, we want to encourage you to consider giving a portion of that refund to the church. 
 

If, as the year progresses, we can see that we are falling short of the needed funds, we may have to have a special 

funds drive for the first time in years.  Thanks to the Endowment Fund, we have gone  a very long time and ac-

complished many wonderful projects, without having to do a special funds drive.  The Church Council is looking 

ahead and doesn't want to hurt our future investment potential by overly relying on the Endowment Fund. 
 

Also, we would like to see more folks contribute to the Endowment Fund.  This can be done in a variety of ways.  

If you want to honor a person or a special event, such as an anniversary or birthday, you could give a gift to the 

Endowment Fund (most of us have too much “stuff” anyway, and this gift would continue giving for years!)  Sec-

ondly, if you wish to give a memorial gift, you could designate it to go to the Endowment Fund.  Be sure to let 

family members know if you wish to have gifts given in your memory (when the time comes!) go here.  Finally, and 

most importantly, we would like to see more of you consider this fund in your will.  If you merely designated what 

you would normally give to the church in one calendar year, and specify that that amount should go to the Endow-

ment Fund, you would be continuing to support the church for the future.  Isn't that a wonderful thought - - - that 

long after we're gone, the church that has meant so much to us will continue to benefit through our wills with this 

type of gift to the Endowment Fund. 
 

As always, any checks written to the church must be made out to “First United Methodist Church”.  Then on the 

memo line, you need to CLEARLY indicate where you wish  the funds to go.  Thanks for all of your support. 
 

Your finance team. 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 
5/1  Bryndal Barber 

 

5/3  Jill Eliason 

  Chuck Cass 

       

5/4  David Rubio 

  Sterling Johnson 

       

5/5  Al Steiner 

       

5/7  Susan Krienen 

       

5/9  Dennis Wright 

       

5/11 Alisa Sands 

     

5/13 Eric Grant 

  Julie Miller 

         

5/15 Ron Erickson 

 

5/18 Dennie Sherman 

         

5/19 Mary Ann Mercer 

  Betty Saenz 

       

5/20 Laura Morris 

  Scott Thomas 

       

5/21 Lynne Almvig 

     

5/22 Mary Beth Rubio 

      

5/24 Vicki Johnson 

       

5/26 Carmelia Thompson 

       

5/27 Allie Almvig 

       
 

 

MAY
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

 Sunday Schedule 
8:30 am Worship with Com-
munion 
9 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Little Church & Sun-
day School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 

    1  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

5  
  
See Sunday Schedule Above 
12:00 pm Youth Group 

6  7  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

8  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

6:00 pm NAMI Education

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

7:00 pm Finance Meeting

7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063 

12 Happy Mother’s Day 
  
See Sunday Schedule Above 
9 am – 10 am Mother’s Day 
Brunch served in Sprague Hall 

13  
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 
1:30 pm Congregational Care 

Team 

14  
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

15  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

19  
  
See Sunday Schedule Above 
  
  
12:00 pm Lester Bradford Ashes 

Interment 
  

20  
10:00 am UMW Executive Board 

Meeting 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 

21  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

22  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063 

26  
  
See Sunday Schedule Above 
  
  
  

27    Memorial Day 
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

28  
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 

1:30 pm Newsletter Mailing Day 

29  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir
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 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   

5/2  Lorence & Donna Freiman 

  Randy & Lynn Rabenstein 

 

5/28 Chris & Lori Flores 

  Gale & Ruth Ann O’Neil 

   

5/30 Tim & Linda Miller 

MAY 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 

2  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
9:30 am Quilters 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

3  
4:00 pm GS Greece/Italy din-

ner theater 

4  
10:00 am UMW Brunch 

Staff Meeting 
NAMI Education 
Chancel Choir 
Finance Meeting 
Girl Scout Troop 

 

9  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44129 

10  
4:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal 
& Rehearsal dinner 

11  
12:00 pm   Novotny 
Wedding 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 

16  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
9:30 am Quilters 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
5:00 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 
6:00 pm GS WW Leaders 

17  18  

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 
Girl Scout Troop 

 

23  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 

1:00 pm Memorial Service for 

Mary Holmstrom 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:00 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 

24  25  
Youth at Convo at UPS through 

Monday 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 

30  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
5:00 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 

31    


