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³Our mission is to develop and strengthen disciples of Jesus Christ,  
building a community that transforms the world.” 

MARCH 2020 

BIBLE READINGS 
FOR THE MONTH 

 
March 1 First Sunday in 
Lent 
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March 8  
Mark 11:15-19 
John 2:13-21 
� 
March 15 
Matthew 22:15-22 
Mark 12:13-17 
Luke 20:20-26 
 
March22 
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March 29 
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/ ent and Advent and Christmas prepare us for the birth of Jesus, the son of 
Mary who is also the Christ, Son of God, and Epiphany lets us see that 
“outsiders” have always been not only part of, but important to, our story. 

More than any other season, Lent is a time for inner work to prepare ourselves 
for the unimaginable reality that Jesus gives himself fully to and for us, and Easter 
introduces us to the eternal scope of that gift. While we will still offer special ser-
vices during Holy Week, focusing on the events of that week for on Thursday and 
Friday evening, we want to expand our understanding of what was really happen-
ing then, what it would have meant to those involved, and  
 

So this year we will allow Marcia McFee and her worship design team to help us 
dive deeper by and linger longer with each moment by entering into that stretch 
of our faith history throughout Lent, trying with each worship service to picture 
our places and roles in the stories. We’ll want to bring the stories to life, using a 
variety of sensory modalities to engage, enlighten and illuminate, and we’ll need 
some help from you. 
 

Each week we’ll need at least a couple readers and several people to ‘set the 
stage’, which will require some rehearsal during the preceding week. Not drama; 
no skits; but offering a vision of how the stories look like when we populate them. 
We need people of all ages, sizes and shapes - no need to learn any lines - plus the 
readers, to run through the process each week. I hope you will contact me to 
help make this season even more meaningful!   Pastor Terry 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   

January 2020 
 

  Income   Expense 
Regular Account  $19,027.38  $23,990.85 
Special Account   $  1,037.12 $  3,038.22 
Memorials  $      -0-  $    -0- 
We were able to pay all of our bills and our apportionments for the month of January. 

Thank you for your support!  

Are You Up For A Challenge? 
 

Your finance team was well aware when we adopted the proposed budget for 2020 that it was going to be a chal-
lenge to collect all of the dollars we would need to be successful.  Some of you have already stepped up by increas-
ing your pledge.  Thank you!  However, we will need everybody to do a bit more.  Perhaps you could contribute 
an extra amount once a month.  Since we are challenged to give sacrificially, perhaps you could consider giving up 
one item & contributing that amount?  (Like one trip to Starbucks or one dinner out?)  If we all do just a little 
more now, it will lessen the pressure later in the year. 
 

Our treasurer, Lori Flores, has included in this newsletter a chart showing how our pledgers measure up in terms 
of amounts given.  Please look at & study this chart.  Unfortunately, many of the biggest givers are the long-time 
members whom we have lost to death in the last few years.  As new members come in, it often takes them awhile 
to reach the higher levels of giving.  While what you give is a personal decision between you and God, we thought 
this chart might be of value & interest to you. 
 

We also included a list of the expenditures where we are using Endowment Fund monies.  We have been very for-
tunate that our fund has steadily grown in the last few years, thanks to a bullish stock market.  However, as we 
take monies out, it is important to keep new income flowing in.  Many people include a worthy cause in their will, 
such as a college foundation, a pet shelter, or a medical care facility.  Why not think about donating a portion of 
your assets to the church through the Endowment Fund?  Your money would continue to benefit our church and 
community long after you are gone.  Also, you may want to let your family know what your annual pledge to the 
church is.  That way they can complete your pledge for the year when you die. 
 

Please feel free to ask questions of any of the members of the finance team.  We work for you! 
 

Barbara del Bosque 

Pledge Amount Range 
# of pledges in this Total Amount Average pledge amount 

    
$1-$999 7 $4,650.00 $664.29 
$1000-$1999 21 $29,980.00 $1,427.62 
$2000-$3999 14 $41,490.00 $2,963.57 
$4000-$5999 11 $50,120.00 $4,556.36 
$6000-$7999 5 $32,100.00 $6,420.00 
$8000-up 2 $19,500.00 $9,750.00 

    
Totals 60 $177,840.00  

The information below is just for informational purposes.  We have 60 “Giving Units” this year and many people 
that don’t pledge but do support the church with their financial gifts and we are so grateful for your continued sup-
port! 
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Lenten Devotional Materials 
 

Often times people think of what they can give up during the season of Lent.  Perhaps you will consider adding 
something instead…  There are Lenten devotional materials on a table in the Narthex that would be a great 
resource for adding in a daily devotion during your days in the season of Lent.  Please feel free to take a devo-
tional booklet for yourself or to share with a friend. 

Easter Begonias 
 

Once again our congregation has the opportunity to purchase Rieger begonias from Safe-
way to be placed in our sanctuary and narthex for Easter. (If you purchase one or more 
plants, they may be taken home after the Easter Sunday service.) 
The cost of each plant is $12.00, including tax.  You may use the order blank in the News-
letter or one found on line, in the church office, or at the "sign-in" table in the narthex. 
 

 
BEGONIAS FOR EASTER 

To order, please fill in the order blank; and, with your check made out to Mount Vernon First United Methodist 
Church and marked "for Easter begonias," place it in the offering plate, or mail/bring it to the church office. 
Orders MUST be into the church office NO LATER THAN SUNDAY, MARCH 15th. 
 
Order blank: 
Enclosed is $_____________ in payment for my order for _____ Rieger begonia plant/s for use in the Easter ser-
vice at First United Methodist Church. 
The begonia/s should be listed in the bulletin insert as follows: 
     Your name/s__________________________ 
     In memory of _________________________ 
     In honor of ___________________________ 
or presented to the glory of God_____________ 

We have a group of 25 attending the matinee performance of THE MUSIC MAN, 
produced by the Theatre Arts Guild at the Lincoln Theatre on Sunday, March 22nd. 
If you haven’t purchased a ticket yet but would like to join the group, please con-
tact Debbie in the office. We may be able to purchase single tickets at our dis-
counted price of $20/each if seats are still available. 

New Book on UMW Library Shelves 
 

 One of the new 2020 UMW Reading Program books is “Tilly and the Crazy Eights” by Monique Gray Smith. “When 
Tilly receives an invitation to help drive eight elders on their ultimate bucket list road trip to Albuquerque for the 
Gathering of Nations Pow Wow, she impulsively says yes. Before she knows it, Tilly has said goodbye to her family 
and is behind the wheel—ready to embark on an adventure that will transform her in ways she could not predict. 
Tilly and the Crazy Eights each choose a stop to make along the way—somewhere they’ve always wanted to go or 
something they’ve wanted to experience. Their plan is to travel to Las Vegas, Sedona, and the Redwood Forests, 
with each destination the inspiration for secrets and stories to be revealed. The trip proves to be powerful medicine 
as they laugh, heal, argue, and reveal hopes and dreams along the way.”  [from OCLC WorldCat summary] 
Remember men and youth as well as women are welcome to read any of the books in the UMW Library.  Just sign 
your name, title of the book, and the date you checked out on the clipboard prominently displayed on the third shelf 
of the Library bookcase. 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-
tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt—April 11th at 10:00 am 
 

We are once again co-hosting a Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt for the children of our community, along with the 
Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church and Trinity Lutheran Church.  This year we will be at Trinity Lutheran  
Church. Here are the ways that you can help out with this special event… 
 

1. Donate small wrapped candies that can be placed in the plastic eggs. 
 

2. When the bags of plastic eggs are in the Narthex, you can take a bag home to fill. Instructions for filling are 
attached to each bag. 

 

3. Volunteer on the day of the Egg Hunt!  We will need egg distributers (they aren’t really hidden) at 8 am 
that morning.  And volunteers later in the morning as well. 

Watch for more information to come on this fun event!  But for now… get this date on your calendar! 

Let’s Be Friends 
 

Don’t forget to “friend” us on Facebook!  Visit our page at Mount Vernon First United 
Methodist Church and find out what’s happening in our church and in our community.  
We’re also using Facebook to introduce our church to our greater community via events, 
photos, news articles, and advertising. Invite your friends—pass the word!  

Read All About It!  
 

Please take a moment to check out our website: www.mvfumc.org (homepage shown below) We’re in the pro-
cess of updating our information and would love your feedback. Please contact Debbie or Lori in the office if 
there’s something you’d like to see added or changed, and please check back frequently as information is con-
stantly updated. Photo credit: Pastor Terry! 

Dinners for Eight 
 

By now, those of you participating in our Dinners for Eight activity should have heard from the host of your first 
dinner.  This first gathering may have even already occurred!  Some of the dinners may include more than eight, 
as hosts are always encouraged to invite others to join their group if they have the room.  The first meal should 
take place sometime between the first of February and mid-March.  The second meal should happen between 
mid-March and the end of April.  Hopefully, you are enjoying this special opportunity to get to know your fellow 
church goers better in a relaxed, friendly setting.  If you have any questions or concerns, please give me a call at 
(360) 424-6494.  Have fun! 
 

Barbara del Bosque 
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Bible Study Concludes 
 

Two groups, one meeting Sunday mornings and the other meeting on Tuesday afternoons, have just completed an in-
depth, year long study of the book of Genesis.  While many of the stories of Genesis were familiar to us from child-
hood Sunday School classes, we now have a deeper understanding of their meanings.  From the creation story, to the 
Fall, to Noah's ark & the flood, to the Tower of Babel, the call of Abraham, the favoritism of Issac and Rachel, the 
trickery of Jacob, and the dreams of Joseph, we have learned about the fathers (& mothers!) of our faith.  We have 
seen how God had a plan for his chosen people, and how many of the human issues we face today were also faced 
by the Old Testament people.  We have also seen evidence of God's mercy and guidance, even when we humans try 
to take matters into our own hands. 
 

We will take a break, & I encourage everyone to take the opportunity to engage in Pastor Terry's Lenten study.  I 
salute the class members who faithfully attended, studied the material, and engaged in discussions that added so 
much to our learning and understanding.  It truly was an honor and a privilege to be your instructor for this class. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Barbara del Bosque 

Last Edition of The Methodist Greeter to Be Mailed 
 

The Methodist Greeter, our church newsletter, has been mailed with a bulk mailing permit for many years. This per-
mit requires that 200 pieces of mail are sent out at one time. As our membership has decreased due to people 
moving, finding other church families or by death, it has been a challenge to meet that 200 requirement. We have 
even resorted to sending more than one copy of the newsletter to some families. There is an annual permit fee in 
addition to a $35 monthly fee to mail them.  (Not to mention the special heavy-weight paper the post office re-
quires us to use and the cost of copying all the newsletters) 
 

The decision has been made to stop mailing out physical copies of the newsletter. It will continue to be posted on 
our church website and physical copies will be available in the Narthex for those who don’t have access to the in-
ternet or prefer to read a hard copy. The last week of each month there will be an announcement in the bulletin 
and in the weekly email notifying you when the month’s newsletter has been published.  
 
Thanks, 
Lori Flores and Sue Erickson, editors 

How Our Endowment Funds Help… 
One of the definite benefits of having the Endowment Fund is that we have been able to use a portion of the earn-
ings from the fund to pay for major projects around our church.  This year we used funds to paint our entire 
church exterior and do some repair work around some of the windows.  We also were able to purchase new com-
puters for the church office.  Besides the building issues we have used funds to pay for a portion of our Music Minis-
try salary and for the Faith in Action salary.  By funding these positions we are working to increase our ministries 
and visibility in our community.      ~Lori Flores 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
3/3  Donna Perez 
 
3/5  Gary Thompson 
      Jean Bintliff 
          Kathleen Wilkes-Pierce 
   
3/6  Linda Allen 
  Carol Turnbull 
 
3/7  Shirley Mayer 
 
3/12 Ezra Almvig 
  Sara Pirkle 
 
3/14 Susan Edwards 
  Maggie Krienen 
 
3/15 Chris Minor 
 
3/18 Erik Eliason 
  Adriana Flores 
 
3/20 Deene Almvig 
  Andrew Wall 
   
3/22 Rosie Gates-Malone 
 
3/25 Shirley Yengich 
  Jackie Aldrich 
 
 

MARCH
 

Sunday 
 

Monday 
 

Tuesday 
 

Wednesday

1  Communion Sunday  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 

2  
10:00 am SPR 
1:00 pm Self-care Support 

Group 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:00 pm Lenten study 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

40947 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony 

Chorale 

3  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts Com-

mittee 

4  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 
Glen 

1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

8  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
11:45 am Youth Group 

9  
1:30 pm Congregational 

Care Team 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:00 pm Lenten study 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony 

Chorale 

10  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Scouts & Cub Pack 

11  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 
Glen 

1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 
7:00 pm Finance Meeting

15  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Kid’s Camp  
planning meeting at MV 
Presbyterian 
  

16  
12:00 pm UMW Executive 

Board Meeting 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:00 pm Lenten study 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

40947 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony 

Chorale 

17  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Scouts and Cub 

Dens 

18  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 
Glen 

12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 
and meeting

1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

22  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
11:45 am Youth Group 
 2:00 pm Music Man at the 

Lincoln 

23  
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:00 pm Lenten study 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony 

Chorale 

24  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Scout Pack Meeting 

25  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 
Glen 

1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

29  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
11:45 am All-Church Winter 

Potluck 

30  
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:00 pm Lenten study 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony 

Chorale 

31  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   
3/18 Steve and Jane Olson  
 
3/21 Jess and Barbara del  

Bosque 
 
3/21 Myron and Becky Ayers 
 
3/21   Clark Pierce and  
  Kathleen Wilkes-Pierce 
 
3/27    Raymond and Mary Ellen       
   Slater 
 

MARCH 
 

Wednesday 
 

Thursday 
 

Friday 
 

Saturday 

10:00 am Weekly Yarn 
Group at Mountain 

 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-
hearsal 

5  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
9:30 am Quilters 
11:30 am Lenten study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

6  7  

10:00 am Weekly Yarn 
Group at Mountain 

 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-
hearsal 
Finance Meeting 

12  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
11:30 am Lenten study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

13  14  

10:00 am Weekly Yarn 
Group at Mountain 

 
12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and meeting 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-
hearsal 

19  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
9:30 am Quilters 
11:30 am Lenten study 
1:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
6:00 pm GS WW Leaders 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

20  21  
8:00 am Church Council 
8:00 am Women's Spiritual 

Garden 

10:00 am Weekly Yarn 
Group at Mountain 

 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-
hearsal 

26  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
11:30 am Lenten study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

27  28  Pinewood Derby 

      


