
  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry B. Hall 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

And now it’s time to say goodbye … 
 

So, this is it – my final church newsletter. This task has been both a challenge and a de-
light over the years and across my appointments, often both at once. As I prayed each 
time for a message I could pass on that would be readable and worth spending time 
with, I frequently moved in and out of several filters (or guiding concerns). When I was 
a Student Local Pastor in Iowa for the last 2 years of seminary my overriding concern 
was being uncertain that I had anything to share, especially for the long-time members 
who had seen many seasoned pastors come and go. Each time, when I settled myself, I 
would lift a final prayer like, “Is there something You’d like me to be curious about ‘out
-loud’ with these good folks? Maybe something they wonder about, but either aren’t 
sure it’s ok to mention or question, or yet to realize they wonder about it?” Then I’d 
start writing first of several efforts to connect with a topic, or at least a feeling that 
might meander into a topic if given enough freedom and time. 
 
Luckily for me, those Iowa congregations I first served with eagerly and skillfully en-
gaged in the ministry of helping Dennie and me become a pastoral team. They deftly 
shared concerns straightforwardly, clearly and with kindness, and were not afraid to lit-
erally step forward when they realized I was a bit lost while doing something like a 
graveside service for the first time, whispering an important tip about their customs in 
my ear while casually walking past me. From the beginning, I was included in their 
teasing, which was never hurtful and had no sharp edges, allowing me to respond in 
kind, their warm grins and easy laughter creating a huge welcome mat whenever I won-
dered why any congregation would want a 50 year old pastoral cadet. Like many firsts 
in my life, they became the bright background against which all future congregations 
would be seen.  
 
Of course, each one has been different; challenging in unexpected and sometimes inten-
tionally opaque ways, exhilarating wherever they were willing to join me in stretching 
out and awakening to something new, whether entirely so or only by a meaningful 
shade. Each brought new learnings for us and both easy and difficult relationships; we 
left bits of ourselves in each one and carry bits of them within us. Some claimed more 
of our hearts, others chipped off pieces that left scars. As I shared with some friends just 
last night, we have come to know places (Mexico City, the town of San Juan Acozac & 
the Philippines for me, Israel for both of us) and experience relationships that would not 
have happened on any other path. 
 
Each appointment has been, for me, a process of discerning several things as quickly 
and accurately as possible: 

Where, how and how well does the official leadership reflect the larger congrega-
tion, and where to they appear to claim different values? 

How much room is there for disagreement, and how willing and capable are we all 
for engaging it together in respectful, meaningful ways? 

Where does the congregation situate God, Jesus and the Bible on the spectrum between 
fear and love? And how willing are those who have been raised with a  

(continued on next page) 

The Methodist Greeter 
June 2021 

Our mission is to develop and strengthen 

disciples of Jesus Christ, building a commu-

nity that transforms the world.” 

June 6 Mark 3:20-30 

 

June 13  Mark 4:26-3;  

2 Corinthians 5:6-10 

 
June 20  Mark 4:35-41; 2 

Corinthians 6:1-13 

 
June 27  Mark 5:21-43; 2 

Corinthians 8:7-15 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 

(Pastor’s Corner Continued) 
 

 

punishing god to relinquish the fear they have believed keeps them on God’s ‘good side’ for the sake of being 
loved toward their best versions out of guilt-free gratitude? 

To what extent do the people here worship the Bible instead of the Creative Force of Father/Son/ Holy Spirit? 
 

As we write the final pages of the saga of my 21-year career under appointment within the United Methodist 
Church, I am very ready to step away, not because I am ‘burned out’ or tired of doing this work, but because: a) I 
feel I have worked long enough in general, and; b) this feels like a good time and place for us all to move into the 
next stage of our lives. You have a strong leadership team that includes both paid and volunteer staff who are sea-
soned veterans of the Church and this church, working together to live into ever-changing roles. They face the never
-ending challenge of preparing, inviting and supporting the next set of leaders, mentoring others toward increased 
involvement. I hope and trust they will find both support for their efforts and a still-growing appetite to follow 
God’s nudges toward engagement, responsibility and new ways to be a blessing. This congregation, along with all 
of United Methodism, faces huge challenges, some of which I thought I might be able to help us find a way through 
during the past year, before the pandemic rearranged all plans around the world. Isolation and forced idleness have 
taken a toll on us all, although not equally or in the same ways. Many among us have pulled together, trusting we 
need one another and understanding that means we ourselves are also needed. Sadly, others have pulled away and 
back, if for no other reason than that is their most practiced move, following human tendencies and biases to which 
we are all vulnerable. But hear the Good News: no one is lost to God – not “us” and not “them,” however we pi-
geonhole folks under those terms. 
 
I have cherished the opportunity to read, study and discuss churchy stuff like how our understandings of God are 
both based in and a basis for our understandings of ourselves and one another, as well as general life stuff like how 
our families operate, but found I spent a much lower percentage of my time engaged in such activities than I ex-
pected and hoped for. As someone who falls smack dab on the line between ‘introvert’ and ‘extrovert’ on the Myers
-Briggs Type Indicator, I have lived most of this career with a powerful sense of being overexposed and under nour-
ished emotionally, spending too much of my time in front of people, very few of whom I would be able to form rela-
tionships with deep enough to sustain lasting connections. Seminary and clergy friends, reaching all the way back to 
John Wesley, caution that it is hard and even detrimental to become friends with parishioners. Friendly, yes, but ac-
tual friends to socialize with and rely on with a reciprocal ease? Um, NO! Nevertheless, we do leave friends here as 
we have in every place – people we’ve gotten to know by walking stretches of life together, and each one has a spe-
cial place in our stories and hearts.   
 
So, as our time to say goodbye is just around the corner, I want to thank all the people who allowed me to be their 
pastor. It has been a privilege and a challenge, and I hope I have challenged you in helpful ways, even if they intro-
duced discomfort for a season. Be well, be good to one another, and for those who will miss us, remember you can 
best honor our relationship by creating a welcome, unique space for Pastor Christopher in your lives. Your heads 
already know he’ll bring gifts, only some of which will overlap with mine, while others can be just what the congre-
gation needs to move into the future; let your hearts follow suit. We’ll value your kindnesses, the laughs and tears 
we shared not less, but even more, for knowing you will be sharing them with Pastor Christopher.  
 
Love boldly, give curiosity even more space in your lives, and let God love you and everyone else abundantly, reck-
lessly, even scandalously! Live as those who have been freed from slavery to out-loud a false sense of impending 
condemnation, the better to dance to the rhythm of Life Itself.  
 

Blessings!  Pastor Terry 

Church Council Update 
 

Church Council plans on Looking Around while grounding us in our current reality with Pastor Christopher on 

Saturday, July 17, 2021. Please also keep the  Council and our church’s Stepping forward Safely in love and trust 

team in your prayers as they work together to reopen our church building to in-person use. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Treasurer Report 

April 2021 
 

                      Month                   Year-To-Date 

                Income   Expense         Income      Expense 
 

Regular Account      $ 21,207.25   $ 19,701.92         $ 74,667.91    $ 79,746.80 
 

Special Account         $ 3,879.00       $ 421.84         $ 10,336.00      $ 3,015.81 
   

We have paid all our bills and apportionments to date. 
 

We thank you all so much for your continued support of the ministries of the church.  We had a good month of 

April however we remain in a slight negative position year-to-date.  If you have any questions for our treasurer, 

please contact Harlan in the church office 360-424-3628 (generally on Tuesdays) or treasurer@mvfumc.org. 
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From the Finance Committee 

 

The Finance Committee met via Zoom on 5/10/21 and we were able to review a complete quarter showing all de-

tailed activity in our restricted special accounts (i.e. Family Promise, Samaritan Fund, etc.) as well as the unrestrict-

ed accounts for general expenditures. Thank you to our treasurer, Harlan Mayer, for providing these comprehen-

sive reports and enhancing our understanding of all the projects that our church supports. 
  

Thank you to the congregation for your ongoing commitment to the work of our church with your financial gifts. 

Just a reminder that even though the building is closed, there are several ways that you can continue to support 

the work of our church … you can mail in a check for your regular offering or any special offering (just note on the 

memo line where you want your money to go), you can go on our website and click on our “Give Online” button 

and you will be taken to a secure giving site hosted by Vanco, or you can set up to have a check from your bank 

sent to the church on a regular basis. 
 

Opportunities for involvement:   
 

1. We are looking for volunteers to join the Finance Committee. We are especially interested in those 

with a financial background although it is not a requirement. If you would like to be part of this dynamic committee 

helping to ensure the integrity of  the resources so generously given and to propose, raise, manage and distribute 

the resources of the congregation to support and strengthen the mission and ministry of the congregation, this is 

the committee for you! 
 

2. We are also looking for volunteers to be Counters. Traditionally (pre-Covid), 2 counters would meet for 

30-60 minutes after church on Sunday mornings to count the offering and upload the information to the Church’s 

financial system. Since the church building has been closed, 2 counters have met on average once a week for the 

same purpose. No experience is necessary other than a willingness to meet at the church 1-2 times per month and 

have fun with your partner! No computer skills are necessary!  
 

If you are interested in either of these opportunities, please contact the Finance Committee chair, Beth Repplier 

(360-630-0510; erepplier@comcast.net) or the Church Treasurer, Harlan Mayer,  in the church office 360-424-

3628 (generally on Tuesdays) or treasurer@mvfumc.org. Thank you!  
 
Your Finance Team: Beth Repplier (chair), Doreen Nystrom, Janice Lisherness, Pastor Terry, Mary Downing and Harlan Mayer 

(treasurer) 

mailto:erepplier@comcast.net
mailto:treasurer@mvfumc.org
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The sprinkles held off just long enough for us to gather on Sunday, 5/28, for an afternoon to send the Fabulous Flores 

Family on their way to their new adventure in Arizona with our love, laughter, gratitude, and prayers! We missed 

Chris, as he had to return to Arizona unexpectedly, and Amy was still in Arizona, but were happy to welcome our sur-

prise guest, Carrie Miller, who flew in from Denmark a few days earlier and joined the girls in Chris’ absence! Lynn 

Rabenstein was a terrific MC, and kept the program moving right along. Lynnette Gerhard and Linda Cook presented 

Lori with the amazing quilt they created with the squares many of you sent in. Kay Martin presented the beautiful 

memory book Shirley Mayer created from the loving cards, letters, and photos sent in, and Jung Jang and Sue Rindal led 

us in one of Lori’s favorite hymns, “Great is thy Faithfulness.” The sound crew, Mary Downing and Bret Turner, have 

perfected their skill, and allowed everyone to enjoy the program from the warmth of their own cars.  Linda Allen 

warmly and personally greeted each car before they exited while collecting cards and gifts for the Flores family. Our 

ushers: Marty Jonquiere, Randy Rabenstein, Pastor Terry, and Doug Rindal kept us all in line (literally), and then guided 

the rows of cars single file past the displayed quilt and the Flores girls so that everyone could see the quilt up close and 

have an opportunity to individually wish Lori and family well.  Near or far, Flores clan, you’ll always be in our hearts! 

FLORES FAREWELL GATHERING 

From June 12-27, instead of an auction, Skagit Habitat com-

munity supporters are building peer-to-peer teams to help 

raise the critical funds needed to build the 40th affordable 

home in Skagit County. For information on how you can help 

“Raise the Roof,” please contact Debbie@mvfumc.org or the 

office at 360/424-3628. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

“BE KIND WHENEVER POSSIBLE. 

IT IS ALWAYS POSSIBLE”—The Dalai Lama 
 

From Linda Allen: My neighbor knows I share 

my cut roses with people in care facilities, so 

she gave me multiple small vases to use for 

this purpose. 

 

Let’s share acts of kindness each month! 

Email me at Debbie@mvfumc.org. 
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Goodbye ‘interview’ with Pastor Terry and Dennie  
 

We were asked to share some closing thoughts and a bit of our retirement plans as part of a 

series of interviews for each newsletter. We have been talking about retirement for several 

years – what we’d do, miss, and look forward to when it finally arrived. When Terry first admit-

ted to feeling a call to ministry as a local church pastor, neither of us understood what that 

would involve, including how one prepared and received approval for such a career. It redefined 

our lives, including our daughters,’ and brought us as close as we ever came to ending our mar-

riage. But along with the many forms of stress, we have experienced life in new ways while serv-

ing with a total of 7 congregations. We have spent countless hours talking about biblical passag-

es, reviewing sermons and services, while being far more exposed and public than either of us 

were ever comfortable with. Dennie used her creative talents to construct visual elements for 

worship, which were mostly enjoyed but also brought critical comments, often spoken about her as well as to her. 

Terry has deeply enjoyed the opportunity and need to read, study, learn and grow, and takes away a deep apprecia-

tion for the people of each congregation who have also been excited to discover even deeper understandings of 

our Creator.  

 
Now we look forward to having more control over our schedules, and being able to share ideas without concerns 

about them being mistaken for demands or rulings. At the same time, we have lost contact with nearly all our for-

mer friends, and now will follow the requirement of our Book of Discipline to step away from the relationships 

we’ve enjoyed here for at least a year. We don’t expect to become active in any congregation, at least for some 

time, and would love to find or develop a conversational group. We are in what we expect to be our retirement 

house, so are delighted we don’t have to find a place to live or start packing. Terry plans to spend more time learn-

ing about his camera, especially for wildlife photography, so you may spot him hanging around the Samish Flats and 

other areas in the Skagit Valley. We both want to  get more exercise, especially outdoors as we begin to enjoy 

more pre-pandemic comforts.  

 
We wish you all well, and hope and trust you will follow the Spirit into the next incarnation of ‘church’ in Mount 

Vernon! Blessings, one and all!  

To our Church family, 
 

A huge “Thank you” from the Flores Family! We were so overwhelmed by the wonderful “send-off” event. Even 

though Chris and Amy couldn’t be there with us, they too felt the love as we shared about the special afternoon. I 

am leery of naming names as I may forget someone but… 
 

Thanks to all the staff: Pastor Terry, Sue E., Debbie G., Jung J., and Harlan Mayer for their parts in the afternoon 

drive-in gathering. Thanks to Mary Downing and Bret Turner for running sound that afternoon. Thanks to Sue 

Rindal & Jung for providing beautiful music. Thanks to the ushers: Randy R., Doug R, Marty J., and Pastor Terry for 

helping to guide us. Thanks to Lynn R., Pastor Terry, and Debbie G., for MC’ing, prayers, and décor. Special thanks 

to the wonderful quilters, Lynnette G & Linda C., and to all who contributed squares to our beautiful quilt! I was 

awed by it’s beauty! And thanks to Shirley Mayer for putting together, and Kay Martin for presenting, the wonderful 

scrapbook with all of your special messages. 
 

Mount Vernon First UMC will always be my home church and I will make a point to visit whenever we are in 

Washington! And you are all welcome to visit us in Young, too! Not a whole lot to do there, but I think there will 

be some pretty good porch sitting and sky watching!! 
 

Again, thank you for all the love and support you have shared with my family! 
 

Lori Flores 

 

Larry Freiman, on behalf of the SPR, would like to thank the following ladies for working in the office while Sue  

Erickson was on vacation: Linda Allen, Katie Olson, Janice Lisherness, Linda Cook, and Donna Freiman. 

Notes of Appreciation 
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Hospice of the Northwest Counseling and Support Groups  
 

Do you know that Hospice of the Northwest Counseling and Support Groups are open to ANYONE in our 

community who has experienced a loss of any kind. You do not have to have an association with hospice 

care.  Get more information or speak to someone about grief call 360-814-5550. 

Family Promise 
 

“…for I was hungry and you gave me food.”   Matthew 25:35 
April 9 through 15 we fed the homeless children and their parents who are sheltering with Family Promise of Skagit 

Valley.   Our support churches: St. James Episcopal of Sedro-Woolley and Celebration Lutheran of Anacortes pro-

vided dinner Tuesday through Thursday and our congregation covered the other four days.  The guests enjoyed: 

Meatloaf, Teriyaki Chicken, Spaghetti, Hot dogs, Taco Salad, Baked Potatoes with Chili, and Rotisserie Chicken.  

The efforts of Linda Steiner, Ellen Anderson, Dennis and Linda Jones, Linda Allen, Linda Cook, and Carolyn and 

Floyd Gregg were much appreciated.   

Our next opportunity to be the hands of Christ in this way will be the week of July 18th!  

What a year it has been for our students and families! Congratulations and blessings to our high school gradu-

ates Hannah Perez (MVHS) and Z Morris (BEHS)!  We celebrate your spirit, tenacity, and focus as you both 

have come through a year like no other.  
 Hannah will graduate from both Mount Vernon High School and Skagit Valley College in June and plans to 

 continue her education next year to become a nurse either at SVC or Arizona State University online. 
 Z will be graduating from Burlington Edison High School and plans to attend Skagit Valley College to earn a 

 transfer degree. He hopes then to continue his education at Central Washington University, majoring in 

 graphic arts. 
We also celebrate our 8th graders who are moving up to high school next year: Stacy, Jayce, Flor & Cristi-

na! The girls will all be at Mount Vernon High School,  With love and support from your church family—

congratulations one and all! 

Kitchen Renovation Almost Done! 
 

To meet the County Health Department Requirements for our kitchen to be a certified kitchen several renova-

tions needed to be made. The last was concerning the sinks. Thanks to Jess del Bosque’s persistence, the project 

is almost finished. A big, huge THANK YOU to Jess! 
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June 5   Daniel & Barbara Christensen 
 

June 12  Floyd & Caroline Gregg 
 

June 14  Yank & Janeie Belisle 
 

June 15  Frank & Elizabeth Repplier 
 

June 26  Roger & Mary Ann Mercer 
 

June 28  Al & Linda Steiner 
 

June 30  Rich and Maryanne Ward 

Let’s Be Friends 
 

Don’t forget to “friend” us on Facebook!  Visit our page at Mount Vernon First United 

Methodist Church and find out what’s happening in our church and in our community.  

We’re also using Facebook to introduce our church to our greater community via events, 

photos, news articles, and advertising. Invite your friends—pass the word!  

Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel 
 

Why? Because if you click the subscribe button on our YouTube channel, you will receive 

notification whenever a new video is uploaded. This is the easiest way to know that the wor-

ship video is ready to watch.  Type MVFUMC  WA into the YouTube search box.  

June 1   Caron Monks 
 

June 2   Lynnette Gerhard 
 

June 3   Harlan Mayer 
 

June 4    Dan Wall 
 

June 5   Bev Collins 

        Miriam Smith 
 

June 7   Linda Cook 
 

June 11  Lydia Bridge 
 

June 15  Nancy McKeown 
 

June 16  Kip Bisagna 

             Naomi Foote 
 

June 17  Hannah Perez 
 

June 23  Linda Steiner 
 

June 26  Daniel Christensen 
 

June 27  Debbie Grant 
 

June 29  William Perez 
 

June 30  Arvita Bonner 

When you shop for Father's Day gifts at 

smile.amazon.com/ch/91-6049039, AmazonSmile 

will donate a portion of your eligible purchases to 

Mount Vernon First United Methodist Church at no 

cost to you!  

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3OH3UFABK1OL5&K=1HFDT67HOW58O&M=urn:rtn:msg:202106020703168aa2b65acf9e487d88022f0488c0p0na&R=1AU871SEWA11N&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F91-6049039%3Fref%3Dorg_em_l3_smi_fd_x_mkt&H=AMABKSJYVNRSDC4ZMJBQAGE3SE4A


   JUNE  2021 

SUN  MON  TUE  WED THU  FRI  SAT 

  01 02 03 04 05 

  

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

1pm Staff  

Meeting 

 

  

 

 

7pm Outside 

Choir  

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 

 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 

 

7:00 pm Small 

Group with Car-

olyn Gregg 

 

2 pm Zoom 

Small Group 

with Chris 

Satterlund 

 

06 07 08 09 10 11  12 

 

Communion  

Sunday 

 

On-Line Worship 

  

11:15 Zoom Coffee 

Hour 

 

2:00 pm Hispanic 

Ministry 

 

4 pm 

SPR meet-

ing 

 

7 pm  

Bell Choir  

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

1pm  

Staff Meeting 

 

 3:30 pm Small 

Group with Kath-

leen and Ellen 

 

 

3:00 pm  

Monthly Worship 

Planning Team 
 

6:30 pm Zoom 

Memorials Team 

Meeting 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 
 

7:00 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 2 pm 

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Online Worship 

 

11:15 Zoom Coffee 

Hour 

 

 

  

7 pm  

Bell Choir  

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

1pm  

Staff Meeting 

 

 

  

7pm Outside 

Choir 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 
 

7:00 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 2 pm 

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

  

9 am 

Church 

Council 

Meeting 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

On-Line Worship 

 

11:15 Zoom Coffee 

Hour 

 

 

  

7 pm  

Bell Choir  

 

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

1pm  

Staff Meeting 

 

3:30 pm Small 

Group with Kath-

leen and Ellen 

 

  

 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

1:30pm Zoom 

Coffee Hour 
 

7:00 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 2 pm 

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

  

                     27              28                     29                       30    

On-Line Worship 

  

11:15 Zoom Coffee 

Hour 

 

1 pm Retirement 

Party for Pastor 

Terry 

 

7 pm  

Bell Choir  

 

 

 

 

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

1pm  

Staff Meeting 

 

7pm Outside 

Choir 

   


