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Summer events 

 
Sunday June 9th   Summer Schedule Begins—one worship service at 9:30  a.m. 

   

Sunday, June 16th   Father’s Day with Root Beer Floats and 

Graduate Sunday too—Join us to celebrate our graduates! 

 

Saturday, June 22—Garage Sale for Mawingu Project 

 

Sunday, June 23– June 30—Family Promise Week 

 

Monday July 15—Friday July 19 Vacation Bible School  at our church! 

 

  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry B. Hall 

 

 

 

 

“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

JUNE 2019 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

June 2  Acts 16:16-34  

 

June 9  Acts 2:1-21;    

              Romans 8:14-17  
      
June 16 Romans 5:1-5  

 

June 23 Romans 5:1-5  

 
June 30 Galatians 5:1, 13- 

              26  

 

 What’s your vision for our future? 
 

Well, we are about to wrap up our third year together and launch into the fourth. 

Although it’s never a sure thing until the Bishop says it during annual conference, odds 

are strong that I will be here for at least one additional year. So, what shall we do to-

gether? We find ourselves on a bit of a stormy sea, with a lot of powerful winds of 

change blowing up mighty waves all around us. It can feel at times like our boat is just 

too small, our future fragile and uncertain. Ah, but we know the One who can enter 

the scene unexpectedly, coming to us out of the tumult, showing no signs of even 

struggling and never contending with the gale-force winds. It can look a bit like what 

we might fear will bring an end to much we hold dear, but just as our fear seems 

about to overwhelm us, we realize he is not coming at or against us, but to us! In a 

voice that rises up across the ages  and out of the very storm that threatens us, He 

speaks of calmness and peace into our hearts as He steps into our lives ever more 

fully, and we find ourselves at our destination immediately! Which strikes me as a call 

to check our plans and intentions, discerning together our individual and congregation-

al destinations, the better to recognize the path He is calling us to at this particular 

moment in the eons-long divine plan. 
 

We have a lot of very exciting, positive work going on both within and outside our 

building, some of which we are doing, while we also support and contribute to the 

work of many others, from MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) to Scouts and communi-

ty groups responding to homelessness in our region. We continue to make parents 

and children experiencing houselessness feel welcome in our building and lives during 

several weeks each year, and contribute mightily to the financial resources of the 

needs of strangers in a variety of ways. More of us have discovered the blessings and 

mutually transformative power of loving others in active ways – sending hand-written 

cards that remind recipients (and senders) they are remembered and prayed for; 

phone calls; personal visits; and daily prayers – and coming together in small groups 

like Sisters of the Heart and our Men’s ministry. Volunteers have given our building 

attention and care that we could not afford to purchase, a foundational ministry form 

of ministry that protects and increases the value of our property in both financial ways 

and its ability to continue to offer a deeply welcoming refuge to all who come through 

our doors for years to come. Week after week, worship is planned and shared, 

strengthened by the contributions of staff and others who know that voices can be 

lifted, the altar set not with sacrifices but visual symbols of God’s Creation as well as 

the seasons of the Church year, communion elements prepared, special gifts shared 

through movement, music, and those who are willing to even step into pulpit – all gifts 

which not only nourish us on Sunday mornings, but also feed those involved in all such 

acts of leadership. 
                                   

 (continued on next page)  
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(Pastor’s Corner cont.) 
 

So what are we called to do now? Not instead of those things – every one of them has clearly been blessed to us 

as parts of our collective calling – but to build on their solid foundation. What do you see, feel called to (either by 

your fears or your excitement), as our response to the world around us? Trusting that we who chose to follow 

the hard, challenging and deeply rewarding Way of Christ are to be in but not of the world, what do you imagine, 

hope, maybe even worry a bit, we just might be able if we are willing to do to help our world feel the calm of Jesus’ 

voice, the redemptive power of his command to love? Certainly, it is not to join in the divisiveness that fills the 

news and is fueled by false prophets and outright liars who consistently bear false witness about, well, nearly every-

thing or insist their way is THE way. Do you sense a nudge to join others in a study of scripture that might chal-

lenge all participants to live differently? Might this be what sports refer to as a ‘building’ year, a time to look at how 

we function together, what sort of future we are creating through our structures and interactions? Should we be 

taking some time to get to know the many people already here that we’ve never really engaged, the better to rec-

ognize who we are missing and prepare a path for them to join us? Knowing we would love to have even more 

young families, are we called to engage more directly and actively with such families outside our building so we can 

learn with and from them? Longing for reinvigorated leadership, can we make that a priority and take some time 

apart from our usual activities to retreat together, maybe with some skilled outside guidance? If we are disturbed 

by the deep rifts within our denomination and our nation, might God be waiting for some sign from us that we are 

awake and ready to be healers, allowing our own wounds to remind us to be gentle in our disagreements and open 

to forms of ‘alternative medicine’ as we work together to replace brokenness with acceptance and the possibility 

of seeing differences as areas of potential curiosity and respectful discussion? 
 

This next year might well be the concluding chapter of my work as a professional minister, and I can’t think of 

a place I’d rather spend it. And if we are willing to boldly step into the boat together, we know we can trust 

that no matter how stormy the winds and waves are, Jesus is coming to us, and might just call us out of our 

seemingly fragile boat to discover that as long as we keep our eyes, hearts, intentions and actions focused on 

Him, even the terrifying seas of change can offer a safe and fruitful path into future He has already prepared 

for us. 
 

Pastor Terry 

FINANCIAL REPORT   
April, 2019 

       Income         Expense 

Regular Account   $19,228.63   $27,450.66 

Special Account   $  1,691.66  $  3,836.61   

Memorial Account  $      40.00    0   
 

As you can see we spent much more than we took in during April and this is partly because we paid half of 

our annual Insurance premium during this month. We were able to pay all of our bills and apportionments for 

April as well.  Summer is a time of lower giving traditionally… let’s not let that be true for this summer!  

Thank you so much for your continued support of the ministries of this church! 

Diaper Drive 
 

On Mother’s Day we received a special offering in support of the Diaper Bank of Skagit County. This special  

offering for the Skagit Diaper Bank  totaled $977. The diaper bank is able to purchase diapers for 15 cents each. 

That means our offering will buy 6,500 diapers! We did this offering in May because they had a donor that was will-

ing to match donations during the month of May up to $5,000. With the matching amount from that donor, we 

have funded over 13,000 diapers.! Wow! The people at the diaper bank are so grateful!  
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New Book on UMW Library Shelves 
 

One of the new 2019 UMW Reading Program books is “Love in a time of climate change:  honoring creation, estab-

lishing justice” by Sharon E. Delgado. “Love in a Time of Climate Change challenges readers to develop a loving re-

sponse to climate change, which disproportionately harms the poor, threatens future generations, and damages 

God’s creation. This book creatively adapts John Wesley’s theological method by using scripture, tradition, reason, 

and experience to explore the themes of creation and justice in the context of the earth’s changing climate. By con-

sciously employing these four sources of authority, readers discover a unique way to reflect on planetary warming 

theologically and to discern a faithful response. The book’s premise is that love of God and neighbor in this time of 

climate change requires us to honor create on and establish justice for our human family, for future generations, and 

for all creation. From the introduction: “As we entrust our lives to God, we are enabled to join with others in the 

movement for climate justice and to carry a unified message of healing, love, and solidarity as we live into God’s fu-

ture, offering hope in the midst of the climate crisis that ‘another world is possible.’ God is ever present, always with 

us. Love never ends.”[from OCLC WorldCat] 
 

Remember men and youth as well as women are welcome to read any of the books in the UMW Library.  Just sign 

your name, title of the book, and the date you checked out on the clipboard prominently displayed on the third shelf 

of the Library bookcase. 

                      Graduate Sunday 
 

We are excited to celebrate the graduates in our church family as well as graduates in the 

families of our members. 

Here are the graduates that we know of at this time… Congratulations to you all! 
 

Owen Smith—Son of Miriam Smith and grandson of Floyd and Carolyn Gregg will be 

graduating from Mount Vernon High School.  Congratulations Owen! 
Chloe Blokker—Granddaughter of Ron and Sue Erickson will be graduating from Ballard High School in Seattle. 

Congratulations Chloe! 
Mitchell Grant—Son of Eric and Debbie Grant will be graduating from Western Washington University with a 

Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business Administration/Finance.  Congratulations Mitchell! 
Kyle Erickson—Grandson of Ron and Sue Erickson has graduated from Villanova University with a Bachelor of 

Arts Degree in Business Administration/Finance. Congratulations Kyle! 
We will be celebrating our graduates at a special coffee hour on Sunday, June 19th following the 9:30 am worship.  If 

you have a graduate in your family that you would like to boast about… please contact the church office! 

Bishop’s Convocation for Youth or CONVO! 
 

As I write this we have just returned from an inspiring and fun-filled weekend at the University of Puget Sound in 

Tacoma.  We were able to send 6 youth and 2 chaperones to attend.  If you would like to hear more about our ex-

periences you can talk with:  Megan Perez, Hannah Perez, Jayce Lopez, Stacy Lopez, Britania Villavicencio or Shauna 

Flores.  I also hope to have the young people share some of their experiences with the church family at an upcoming 

Sunday worship.  Convo is planned and put on by the CCOYM (Conference Council on Youth Minis- 
tries) team of youth and adults and mainly led by the youth.   
 

A HUGE “Thank You!” to Floyd and Carolyn Gregg for loaning us their van for the weekend. And another HUGE 

“Thank You!” to our daughter, Adriana, for chaperoning with me.  (Adriana works at UPS so she spent her long 

weekend off at work! Which means we also got a behind the scenes tour of the Archives at UPS!) 
 

Thanks for your support of the youth ministries so that we can take part in these special connectional events in our 

conference!     ~Lori Flores 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 

Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-

tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Faith in Action News 

MVFUMC will again have a booth at the Project Homeless Connect event on August 

23rd.   This year, along with our sleeping mats, we would like to provide hats, gloves, 

scarves, and socks to those who attend this event.    If you love to crochet or knit, 

your handmade items will be gratefully accepted.   If knitting or crocheting isn’t your 

“thing”, we will happily accept purchased items.   It has been our experience at the 

last two events that the people attending PHC are very thankful for the items provided, and these items help to 

make their lives a little bit easier, especially through the winter months.  If you have any questions or would like to 

know more about Project Homeless Connect and how you might help, please contact Ellen Anderson. 

Hats, Gloves, Scarves Needed 

Family Promise Guests Coming in June 
 

For more than three years, our congregation has been making inroads on the homelessness crisis in our valley.  

Right now Family Promise Grace House shelters infants and new or expectant mothers in Grace House, four fami-

lies in Promise House, two in Allen house and four in the church rotation.  We have been in this effort since it be-

gan in 2016 and on the average one family with children has been placed in stable housing every month.  We are 

making a difference! 
 

We will again host the rotation families June 23-30.  You can help by volunteering to provide a dinner, visit with our 

guests from 7 to 9 pm, or stay overnight.  We also welcome donations marked “Family Promise” in the offering, 

cookies or other snacks,  and especially prayers for our volunteers and guests. 

For more information contact Carolyn Gregg at 360 424 7453, 360 391 0288, or cgregg@valleyint.com 

Garage Sale for Mawingu Project 

Saturday, June 22  8 am to noon 
 

It is time to clean out those attics, spare rooms and garages to find treasures to donate to the all church Garage 

Sale!  We don’t have a lot of space so we are asking that donations come in during the week prior to the sale. We 

will be raising funds to support the Mawingu Project in Tanzania.  If you would like to help sort items ahead of the 

sale or work the day of the sale, watch for the sign-up sheet in the Narthex or contact the church office. 

 

           Vacation Bible School—July 15-19 
 

We will again be working with our friends from the Mount Vernon Presbyterian church 

on a fun-filled week of Vacation Bible School.  This year we will be hosting VBS at our 

church.  Registration forms are on the table in the Narthex for any young people that 

you may know.  If you would like to help out during VBS by leading a group of children 

from station to station or perhaps helping in a station, please see Lori Flores.  Sign-up 

sheets for decorating help and snack sign-ups will be out soon!  Also, please keep us in 

your prayers as we provide this program to young people in our community. 
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Summer Worship Schedule Begins June 9th 
 

Our summer worship schedule of only one worship service at 9:30 a.m. and no Sunday School begins Sunday, June 

9th and will continue until September 8th.   

Membership Committee Needs Help 
 

The membership committee needs to contact the following people and does not have valid addresses for them. If 

you know their current addresses, please give them to the church office. Thanks for your help. 

Joe and Adrienne Somera     Mary Ulrich 

Diane Thoms        Timothy Newall 

Carol Canfield        Laurie Anderson 

Tim and Nicole Martinson 

EMERGENCY INFORMATION 
EVERYONE PLEASE READ 

Repeatedly, we are told that we should be prepared for emergencies.  Whether it is an earthquake, a fire, a health 

crisis, or an active shooter, we know we need to prepare ourselves to respond in our homes, our workplaces, or 

wherever we may be.  But what about here at church?  How many of us have thought about what we would do and 

what resources are available if an emergency should occur while we are at church. 

     For instance, did you know that there is an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) available on the wall in the 

narthex, just to the right before you enter the sanctuary?  Several people in our congregation have been trained to 

use it.  Even if you haven't, it has verbal instructions that you can follow in the event that there is a health crisis.  Did 

you know that there is a first aid kit available in the kitchen?  While many of us have cell phones we could use to call  

9 – 1 – 1, if there was an emergency, and you didn't have a cell phone, do you know where there are phones in the 

church?  There are phones at the secretary's station and the work area in the office, as well as the Pastor's office, and 

Lori's office.  There are also phones in the choir room and way down the north hall, on the right, in the Sunday 

School supply room (right before the Rees Room.) 

     What about if we needed to quickly evacuate the building?  Due to the number of wheelchairs and walkers we 

have in use, it could be quite congested if we all tried to quickly leave the sanctuary using the same aisle and doors.  

Besides the double doors from the sanctuary to the narthex that we primarily use for exiting, there are several other 

options.  You could go out the back and into the kitchen.  You could go out the sliding glass doors that go out onto 

the patio.  There is also a wooden door on that east side, just before the sliding glass doors, that also goes outside.  

You could even go out through the choir loft and into the choir room.  From that room there is a door that goes di-

rectly outside, or you could go out into the narthex.  If you are in Sprague Hall, there are double doors to the outside 

on the north and south sides, an exit through the kitchen, or doors that lead back into the hallways.  Besides the main 

entrance/exit doors through the narthex, there are also exits to the east near Sprague Hall, or you can go way down 

the hall to the north, and then exit to the left (west) or right (east).  There is even an exit to the west from the kin-

dergarten room. 

     Next time you are in the sanctuary stop and locate each of the available doors.  Then as you move about in the 

church, locate the AED, the first aid kit, the phones, and other available doors.  Stop and think about where you 

would go if your first option to exit was suddenly not available, or if you needed to hide.  While we can't necessarily 

prevent all emergencies, we can improve our chances for safety with a little pre-planning! 

     Questions?  Talk to the pastor, the staff, or a member of the Trustees. 
 

     Barbara del Bosque 
 

     P.S.  Fire officials constantly remind us that closing doors slows a fire down.  Those precious moments can save 

lives and limit the extent of the fire damage.  If you are the last one out of a room, including the sanctuary, Sprague 

Hall, or the hallways, CLOSE THE DOORS!  Thank you! 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 
6/1  Monks, Caron 

 

6/2   Lynnette Gerhard 

 

6/3  Harlan Mayer 

 

6/4   Owen Drayer 

        Maddie Hodges 

        Dan Wall 

 

6/5   Bev Collins 

  Miriam Smith 

 

6/7   Linda Cook 

         

6/8   Melissa Nystrom 

 

6/11  Betsey Thompson 

  Lydia Bridge 

 

6/13  Jane Olson 

 

6/15  Nancy McKeown 

 

6/16  Naomi Foote 

 

6/17  Carrie Miller 

    Hannah Perez 

  Mikaela Thomas 

 

6/23  Rand O’Donnell 

         Linda Steiner 

 

6/26     Daniel Christensen 

 

6/27  Debbie Grant 

  Patricia O’Donnell 

 

6/29  Denise Breznau 

         Bill Perez 

 

6/30  Arvita Bonner 

 

 

 

JUNE
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

        

2  
8:30 am    Worship 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Little Church & Sun-

day School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:40 am Coffee Hour 

12:00 pm Baby Shower in 

Rees Room 

3  
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 

4  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
6:00 pm Boy Scout Bridging 

Ceremony 

5  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

9  Pentecost Sunday  
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Youth Group 

10  
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 
1:30 pm Congregational 

Care Team 

11  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

12  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Finance Meeting

16  Happy Father’s Day! 

 

               Grad Sunday! 
  
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Coffee Hour 

17  
10:00 am UMW Executive 

Board Meeting 

18  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

19  
12:00 pm UMW Picnic @ 

church 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

23 Family Promise 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Worship - Barbara 

del Bosque 
10:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Youth Group 

24 Family Promise 
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 

25 Family Promise 
10:00 am MOPS Steering 

Committee 
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 

26 Family Promise

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

30  
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Worship 
10:30 am Coffee Hour 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 

 
6/1     Andrew & Nicole Latulippe 

 

6/5     Brandon & Alice Hansen 

     Daniel &Barbara Christensen 

  

6/9     Chuck & Edie Diver         

  

6/12    Floyd & Carolyn Gregg     

 

6/14    Yank & Janeie Belisle     

 

6/15    Karl & Becky Stout 

          Frank & Beth Repplier 

    

6/17    Dennis & Vicki Cooley    

 

6/21    Gary & Anne Thompson     

 

6/26    Roger & Mary Ann Mercer  

  

6/28    Al & Linda Steiner         
 

JUNE 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1  

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 

6 Pastor Terry at Annual 

Conference  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
1:00 pm NAMI Peer to Peer 

7 Pastor Terry at Annual 

Conference  
8 Pastor Terry at Annual 

Conference  
10:00 am Hispanic Ministry 

Staff Meeting 
Finance Meeting 

13  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 

14  15  
8:00 am Women's Spiritual 

Garden 

12:00 pm UMW Picnic @ 

church 
Staff Meeting 

20  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
6:00 pm GS WW Leaders 

21  22 

Garage Sale to support 
Mawingu Project  

Family Promise 
Staff Meeting 

27 Family Promise 
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 

28 Family Promise 
  

29 Family Promise 
  

      


