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“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  
  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

The Methodist Greeter 
 

JUNE 2018 

BIBLE READINGS 
FOR THE MONTH 

June 3 
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
 
June 10 
Mark 3:20-35 
 
June 17 
Mark 5:26-34 
 
June 24 
2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
Mark 4:35-41 

 

 Allowing our faith to mature 

When I was a child, I spoke, thought, and reasoned in childlike 
ways as we all do. But when I matured, I left my childish ways be-
hind. For now, we can only see a dim and blurry picture of things, 
as when we stare into polished metal. I realize that everything I 
know is only part of the big picture. But one day, when Jesus ar-

rives, we will see clearly, face-to-face. In that day, I will fully 

know just as I have been wholly known by God. 
1 Corinthians 13:11-12,  The Voice 

 

It is no wonder the portion of what became known as the thirteenth chapter of Paul’s 
second letter to the folks he left behind in Corinth has become so widely known and 
quoted – it is a masterpiece both theologically and rhetorically. Perhaps the most fre-
quently used scripture in weddings, I often find myself using it in memorial services as 
well, and even after reading, reciting and attempting to exegete (x-eh-geet; a seminary 
term for extracting the meaning or interpreting) it more times than I can count, it still 
strikes a deep, mysterious chord in the very center of my being. While his imagery 
illustrating the necessary, central role of love in aligning good, even heroic-appearing 
acts with God’s truest path and our very best version is amazingly rich and demon-
strative, I find myself drawn more and more to the sometimes overlooked, even omit-
ted, lines found in verses 11 and 12, without which the conclusion drawn in verse 13 
would be significantly diminished. Paul more than most grasped the reality of new 
birth: ever-increasing levels of awareness of and openness to what God seems to have 

in mind when the Spirit blows around, in and through us. 
 

While the folks who traveled with Jesus throughout his 1-3 years of ministry seem to 
have been awakened slowly, incrementally, with true awareness settling in only after 
Jesus finally left them, - as he knew it would – Paul had to be stopped in his tracks, 
knocked down and incapacitated for three days to open his eyes, heart and mind to 
God’s presence, plans and essence. He had built a future for himself, studying at the 
best schools in Greece, learning languages, memorizing scripture – especially the parts 
that dealt with rules, restrictions, and requirements – and was well on his way to a 
prestigious leadership role when he was awakened to the foundational truth that in 
God’s kingdom, one cannot murder one’s way into God’s favor or even earn passage 
by good deeds. His transformation from rule-enforcer to loving teacher of God’s 
grace-filled plans was dramatic and I can only imagine that in the early hours of his 
God-imposed darkness he must have felt like everything he ‘knew,’ the foundations of 
his life and self-identity, had been unceremoniously yanked from under his feet. It is 
not hard to imagine that he might have experienced a sense of personal ‘fall’, a separa-
tion from God that would surely have been accompanied by considerable fear and 
trembling, first related to worries about what form his smiting would take, but per-

haps increasingly out of a growing sense of disappointment in himself. How amazed he  
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(Pastor’s Corner cont.) 
 

must have been when his sight returned – first the part that looks inwardly, allowing a new cataloging of his gifts 
and failings, and only thereafter, the external sight, by which he began at last to see the world around him, including 
people of all sorts, through God’s eyes! Rather that falling away from God, he and fallen deeply into God’s loving 

embrace. 
 

We all know our perspectives shift as we age and mature, growing as Jesus did in understanding and wisdom as we 
expand our informational base as well as our ability to use that information. And most of us realize that no matter 
how much we learn and how skilled we get at sorting through knowledge to find wisdom, we will never (in this 
life) be able to gather or utilize more than a tiny fraction of what there is to be known … and some of what we 
‘know’ as well as the beliefs and behaviors built on that knowledge will be at best incomplete and more often than 
we’d like, considerably wrong on factual or application levels, or both. But the most difficult challenge seems to be 
recognizing what we don’t know, what we have accepted as true that is, in fact, not true whether in whole or in 

part. In this, followers of Jesus are just as susceptible to error, even gross error, as any others. 
 

I read those two verses of Paul’s letter as both warning and reassurance, as alarm and preparation for the deep 
instruction relayed in verse 13. The moment we really hear and take to heart verses 11 & 12 is a moment of new 
birth, or at least the onset of labor towards that end. For some, the awakening begins with an echoing within us, 
deep speaking to deep, that sets in motion ripples that will spread, bounce back upon themselves, then move out 
again, each time reaching a bit further into our hearts and minds to rearrange and realign what we thought we un-
derstood well enough, which can involve gentle or seismic shifts in all strata of our beliefs and behaviors. For oth-
ers of us, when those lines permeate our being, it feels more like the proverbial 2 X 4 landing squarely on our 
foreheads. For still others, the sensation may be more like the dismantling of a great wall that once provided a 
sense of safety and well-being and only just at the moment of awakening can be seen as a barrier, even a form of 

imprisonment behind ways of understanding God that are based in fear, anger, segregation, or entitlement. 
 

As I have said in worship and elsewhere, this following Jesus business is neither an easy nor a ‘safe’ process! Paul 
certainly understood that and came to see his trials (literal and metaphoric) as cause for celebrations when they 
came to him because he was remaining awake to the movement and teaching of God’s Spirit in his life. But the 
journey can be far more rewarding, our chances of becoming and remaining awake to the unending call forward, 
when we trust one another enough to really share our understandings, beliefs, and interpretation of God’s revela-
tion, through the Bible and otherwise, in ways that are not just polite, but actually respectful, even allowing our-
selves to be curious about the ones that seem to challenge our understandings, to threaten our foundations, or are 
simply very different from what we learned growing up. To paraphrase a statement in the orientation portion of 
the Disciple Bible Study, we tend to be far more disconcerted by questions and differing ideas about God than 
God is! And, of course, the good news is that Jesus is with us – each and everyone of us – at all times and in all 

places, so when we engage in challenging conversations, and when we do not, we are bathed in love! 
 

May we be truly committed to living into our mission “ to strengthen our personal and group relationship with 

Christ and to reach out to all people through faith in action!” 
 

Pastor TerryPastor TerryPastor TerryPastor Terry    

FINANCIAL REPORT   
April, 2018 

       Income         Expense 
Regular Account   $27,993.84   $24,309.99 
Special Account   $46,124.09   $15,066.63   
Memorial Account  $    560.00    0   
 

We were able to pay all of our bills and apportionments for April as well.  Summer is a time of lower giving 

traditionally… let’s not let that be true for this summer!  Thank you so much for your continued support of 

the ministries of this church! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mount Vernon First UMC Quilters Celebrating 20 Years 
 

Twenty years have passed since Ruth Almvig Sims inquired if there would be some interest in forming a quilt-
ing group in the church.  Her vision was to form this group with the purpose of creating lap quilts for those 
who would especially benefit from the warmth and comfort of a handmade quilt, specifically those in hospice 
care and children at the Friendship House.  Several ladies came to the first meeting, some who were experi-
enced quilters and some who had experience sewing but had not quilted before.  Under Ruth's patient guid-
ance, much has been learned and accomplished in the years since this group has been in existence.  By letters 
and notes received, it has been gratifying to the members of the 'Quilters' to hear how much these quilts have 
meant to those who receive them.  Each quilt is unique and, above all, is made with love.  In the twenty years 
since this group has been in existence, at least 1,000 quilts have been distributed.  In addition, quilts have been 
given to members of our own congregation who would know they were being thought of and cared for by 
this group. 
 

Most of the fabric used for the quilts is donated, and donations of cotton fabric are always appreciated.  Bat-
ting and other supplies are funded from occasional potholder sales. 
 

A special thanks needs to go to the Thursday morning Men's Group, who set the tables up for the group and 
make sure the room is comfortable for us.  It is much appreciated! 
 

The 'Quilters' meet on the first and third Thursdays from September through the end of May from 9:30 am to 
noon and then break for the summer months.  New members are always encouraged to come and made to 
feel welcome.  Besides much work being accomplished, there is a wonderful camaraderie in this group.  No 
previous quilting experience is necessary.  The current members of the quilting group are:  Linda Cook, 
Lynnette Gerhard, Sue Kelder, Sharon Lauch, Sue Monty, Jessie Wiggins and Pat Wilson.  For more infor-
mation on the 'Quilters' group, please contact any of the members or the church office. 



 

 

 
 

Congratulations Graduates! 
 

We will be celebrating our graduates during the 10:00 a.m. worship service on Sunday, June 10th and we hope that 
you will join us for that celebration.  We also asked our church family if there were any other graduates in their 

families and here is that list.  Congratulations to all of the graduates and their families!! 
 

Jenevieve Erickson is graduating from the Medfield, Massachusetts, high school. She will be attending Villanova 
University in the fall. Her parents are Brian and Heidi Erickson and grandparents are Ron and Sue Erickson. 

 

Alexandra Blaser is graduating from the University of Portland with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. Her 
proud parents are Kris and Marc Blaser and proud grandma is Linda Allen and the late Rich Allen. 

 

Wes LaRocque graduated in March with an Advanced Manufacturing Technical Design Degree.  He will partici-
pate in the June 15th graduation ceremony at Everett Community College.  He is currently employed by Janicki 

Industries.  Wes is the husband of Lisa LaRocque and the son-in-law of Jess and Barbara del Bosque 
Jacob Pederson will be graduating from Mount Vernon High School. Jacob is the son of Allyson Pederson and 
grandson of Rand and Patty O’Donnell. Jacob will be attending Western Washington University in the Fall. 
 

Amelia Pirkle graduated from Santa Clara University School of Law on May 19, 2018 with a Juris Doctor de-
gree. She graduated cum laude and received the High Tech Law Certificate with a Corporate Specialization. She 

will begin her career as a Corporate Attorney at Lowenstein Sandler LLP in Palo Alto, California. 

UMW Annual Picnic Potluck 

June 20th at Noon 
Please join the UMW at the church in the Rees Room for their annual Picnic Potluck.  This event is open to all 
women of the church and we encourage you to attend this event.  Bring a main dish, salad or dessert to 

share.  Table service and beverages will be provided.  Hope to see you there!  

Vacation Bible School – July 16-20, 9 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
“Rolling River Rampage: Experience the Ride of a Lifetime with 

God” 
We are once again joining forces with our friends from the Mount Vernon Presbyterian 
church to offer a week of Vacation Bible School to the children of our community. This year 
the Presbyterian Church will be hosting. If you know of a young person that may like to at-

tend, please pick up a registration form in the Narthex or download a copy at www.mvfumc.org.We are also 
looking for volunteers to help lead groups of children from station to station and one more adult helper in the 

Art room . If you are interested, please contact Lori Flores at lori@mvfumc.org or 424-3628.  Thank you! 
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Summer Worship Schedule Begins June 10th 
 

Our summer worship schedule of only one worship service at 10:00 a.m. and no Sunday School begins Sunday, June 
10th and will continue until September 9th. 

Summer Music Camp Planned for June 
 

We are so pleased to announce that Mount Vernon First United Methodist Church is offering a children’s 

summer music camp this year.  
 

Plans are being made to hold a summer music camp at our church for two or three mornings June 27, 28 and 
29. This camp will be led by Jung Jang, with assistance from another music professional.  Since this is the first 
year for this camp, the maximum number of students for this camp will be 15 children from kindergarten to 6th 
grade.  Contributions toward this camp would be most welcome and appreciated and would be used for sup-
plies and payment to the teacher who would be assisting Jung.  These contributions could be dropped off at 
the church office or in the offering plate, with 'Music Camp' written on the memo line of your checks.  Stay 

tuned for more details. 

Note from the Finance Committee 
 

 

We want to thank those of you who faithfully support the work of this church.  Hopefully, when you drop your 
cash or check in the offering plate, you realize the many ways your money reaches out to be in service in our 
church, our local community, and around the world.  So many lives are touched by your generosity.  Thank you! 
 

We especially want to thank those families who, though saddened by the death of a loved one, thought to continue 
their love for this church by designating gifts to the church's Endowment Fund.  Talk about a gift that keeps on giv-
ing!  We have been able to do so much lately, thanks to this source of funds.  From skylights, to a new building. to 
expansion staff opportunities, these dollars have added greatly to our church's witness in the world.  We are grate-
ful to the families of Hal and Joedy Fisher, Bill Lundquist, and Mike Minor for choosing the Endowment Fund as a 
way to honor these wonderful Christians. 
 

How about you?  Have you let your family know that when you die, you wish your support of the church to con-
tinue far beyond your life time?  If you, or your family, have any questions about the Endowment Fund, don't wait 
until it is too late!  Talk to a member of the Finance Committee soon.  We are Pastor Terry Hall, Barbara del 
Bosque, Lori Flores, Doreen Nystrom, and Wylie Keeler. 
 

Have a great summer and don't forget your church giving if you are out traveling! 
 

Blessings, 
 

Barbara del Bosque 

Spanish Wings Coming to MVFUMC! 
 

We’re excited to announce that the PNW Annual Conference has chosen to offer its “Basic Plus” Spanish Lan-
guage Immersion program – “Spanish Wings” -  at our church this summer! Beginning at 1 pm- 8:30 pm on Mon-
day, July 9, and continuing with an 8:30 am – 8:30 pm schedule Tuesday through Thursday and concluding with an 
8:30 am- noon session on Friday, July 13, this will be a very active and interactive, fun program, utilizing a wide vari-
ety of activities to engage us in conversation and natural language development. A maximum of 18 people can en-
roll, and we hope and anticipate we’ll have some other folks from our region, as well as other areas of the state, 
and perhaps even Idaho. For more information regarding please contact Pastor Terry of the office. We ask for 
your prayers for this class and process, beginning now, as a tremendous number of things have to 

come together for this to all work as planned. 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 
 

6/2   Lynnette Gerhard 
 
6/3  Harlan Mayer 
 
6/4   Owen Drayer 
        Maddie Hodges 
        Dan Wall 
 
6/5   Bev Collins 
  Miriam Smith 
 
6/7   Linda Cook 
        Cindy Grillot 
 
6/8   Melissa Nystrom 
 
6/11  Betsey Thompson 
  Lydia Bridge 
 
6/13  Jane Olson 
 
6/15  Nancy McKeown 
 
6/16  Naomi Foote 
 
6/17  Carrie Miller 
    Hannah Perez 
  Mikaela Thomas 
 
6/23  Rand O’Donnell 
         Linda Steiner 
 
6/26     Danial Christensen 
 
6/27  Debbie Grant 
  Patricia O’Donnell 
 
6/29  Denise Breznau 
         Bill Perez 
 
6/30  Arvita Bonner 
 
 
 

JUNE
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

        

3  
8:30 am Service with 
Communion 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:15 am "Forward' book 
study 
9:30 am Little Church with 
Gary and Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:40 am Coffee Hour 
6 pm Skagit Valley UM Youth 
“Goodbye Pastor Cody” 
Bowling & Dessert 

4  
1:30 pm  Forward Book 

Study with Barbara 

del Bosque 

5  
1:30 pm McLaren Book 
Study with Pastor Terry 
3:00 pm Girl Scout 
Bridging Celebration and 
Potluck 
6:00 pm NAMI Board 
Meeting 

6  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

10 Summer Schedule 

Begins 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:00 am Piano Class 
10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Coffee Hour 

11  
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

12  
1:00 pm Sleeping Mat 
Team 
1:30 pm McLaren Book 
Study with Pastor Terry 
6:30 pm NAMI Education 

13  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Finance Meeting

17  Happy Father’s Day

  
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:00 am Piano Class 
10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Coffee Hour 

18  Newsletter Articles 

Due Today 
19  
1:30 pm McLaren Book 
Study with Pastor Terry 

20  
12:00 pm UMW Picnic

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

24  
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:00 am Piano Class 
10:00 am Worship 
11:00 am Coffee Hour 

25  
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

26  
1:00 pm Sleeping Mat 
Team 
 

27  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

You can find this edition of our newsletter on-line at www.mvfumc.org  

Summer events 
 
Sunday June 10th   Summer Schedule Begins—one worship service at 10:00 a.m. 
  Graduate Sunday too—Join us to celebrate our graduates! 

 
Monday July 16 Vacation Bible School  7/16– 7/21 at MV Presbyterian Church 
Friday, July 20th – 6:30 p.m. VBS Family Fun Night at MVPC 
Saturday, July 21st—Children’s Art Festival at Hillcrest Park 
 
Sunday, August 12 thru Sunday, August 19—Family Promise Week 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
 

6/1     Andrew & Nicole Latulippe 
 
6/5     Brandon & Alice Hansen 
     Daniel &Barbara Christensen 
  
6/7     Ben & June Dunlap 
 
6/9     Chuck & Edie Diver         
  
6/12    Floyd & Carolyn Gregg     
 
6/14    Yank & Janeie Belisle     
 
6/15    Karl & Becky Stout 
          Frank & Beth Repplier 
    
6/17    Dennis & Vicki Cooley    
 
6/21    Gary & Anne Thompson     
 
6/26    Roger & Mary Ann Mercer  
  
6/28    Al & Linda Steiner         
 

JUNE 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1  2  

Staff Meeting 
7  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 

8  9  

Staff Meeting 
Finance Meeting 

14  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 

15  16  
8:00 am Women's Spir-

itual Garden 

12:00 pm UMW Picnic 
Staff Meeting 

21  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 

22 
Pastor Terry & Kay 
Martin at Annual 
Conference in Puyallup 
Through Sunday June 24

  

23  

Staff Meeting 
28  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
9 am to noon 
Children’s Music Camp 

29 
  
  
9 am to noon 
Children’s Music Camp  

30  



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-
tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Faith in Action News 

MVFUMC will again have a booth at the Project Homeless Connect event on August 

24th.   This year, along with our sleeping mats, we would like to provide hats, 

gloves, scarves, and socks to those who attend this event.    If you love to crochet 

or knit, your handmade items will be gratefully accepted.   If knitting or crocheting 

isn’t your “thing”, we will happily accept purchased items.   It has been our experi-

ence at the last two events that the people attending PHC are very thankful for the items provided, and these 

items help to make their lives a little bit easier, especially through the winter months.  If you have any questions 

or would like to know more about Project Homeless Connect and how you might help, please contact Kay Mar-

tin.                             

Hats, Gloves, Scarves Needed 

34th Children’s Art Festival at Hillcrest Park is Saturday, July 21st  
10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

 

Volunteers are needed for 2 or 2-1/2 hour shifts in the MVFUMC booth at the 34rd Annual 

Children’s Art Festival at Hillcrest Park on July 21, 2018.  This community event is totally free, 

geared towards families  and children of all ages and typically hosts approximately 400+ young 

participants.   Last year we had lots of fun meeting the children and parents and helping them 

with an art project.  All supplies for our booth will be provided by Mount Vernon Parks and 

Recreation.  This will be a great event to show the people in our community the love of Christ by our faith in ac-

tion.  The hours need are:  10:00 a.m. to noon, noon to 2:00 p.m.,  2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.   There must be 2 vol-

unteers in the booth at all times between these hours.   I would also appreciate someone to help put up our ban-

ner and get organized at 9:30 a.m. and would ap                                                                             preciate 

someone taking down the banner and cleaning up at 4:00 p.m.   If you are willing to help out please contact Kay 

A thank you from Love, INC. 
As a church, we will continue to collect these 

items for those served by Love, INC.  Thank you 

for your generous donations. 

Congregational Care Team Meeting June 11th  
1:30 p.m. in the church conference room 

   

Since we did not have a meeting in May, we have scheduled an update meeting for Monday,  
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New Book on UMW Library Shelves 
 

 “50 Women Every Christian Should Know: Learning from heroines of the faith” by Michelle DeRusha is one of the 
2018 UMW Reading Program books.  “Throughout history, countless women have boldly stepped out in faith and 
courage, leaving their indelible mark on those around them and on the Kingdom of God.  Michele DeRusha brings 
into focus 50 incredible women of faith – from Catherine of Siena, Teresa of Avila, and Anne Hutchinson to Susan-
na Wesley, Harriet Tubman, and Corrie ten Boom, bringing the lives of these admirable women to life with engag-
ing narrative as a reminder that we are not alone, the battles we face today are not new and God is always with us 
during the struggle.  [from UMW Catalog] 
 

Remember men and youth as well as women are welcome to read any of the books in the UMW Library.  Just sign 
your name, title of the book, and check-out date on the clipboard prominently displayed on the third shelf of the 
Library bookcase.  — Naomi Foote 

Sleeping Mat Team 

Sleeping Mat Team workshops; Tuesday, 6/12/18 and Tuesday, 6/26/18 from 1 to 3pm in the church conference 
room 

Church Cleaning 

Anyone interested in helping with sanctuary cleaning, June Tuesdays from 9:30am 

Disciple Bible Starts in September 
Most of us have read at least some of the Bible, but perhaps you do not feel very confident about your ‘biblical liter-
acy.’ I am not talking about quoting by chapter and verse; while memorizing Bible passages is great, it is not the 
same as understanding even those passages, much less the Bible as a cohesive revelation of God, humanity and the 
connection between them. Disciple Bible Study was developed to not only gain such an understanding, but to allow 
the process to lead us into even more meaningful life practices of discipleship. More information will be shared over 

the coming months, and can talk to Pastor Terry or Dennie to learn what it is and what it requires. 

FAE Summer Academy Outreach Opportunity 
 

Since last fall the Foundation for Academic Endeavors has been planning it’s 2018 Summer Academy from it’s office 
in the education wing of Mount Vernon First United Methodist Church. Each year FAE volunteers work alongside 
diverse students, teachers, college fellows and their families. This experience is an opportunity to reflect on the 

meaning of evangelism and outreach and it’s power for mutual transformation. 
 

As an extension of the hospitality First United Methodist Church has provided this year, FAE would like to invite 
you to send a team of volunteers to serve in the Summer Academy. It is our hope that together we can build cul-
tural competency: the awareness of one’s own cultural identity and views about difference, and the ability to learn 
and build on the varying cultural and community norms of students and their families. At the very core of the Foun-
dations is the desire to walk side by side with the Skagit Valley community and hold their struggles and triumphs 
with a heart of compassion, understanding that our own future is bound to the success and empowerment of our 

brothers and sisters. 
 

For more information please contact: Pastor Terry Hall 


