
  Pastor’s Corner                       Pastor Christopher Gudger-Raines 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

Dear Church, 
 

     As you know, I am new here. So I don't know much about the particularities of 

the church or the area. Here are the questions burning in my mind at the time. I am 

asking for your help in answering these questions: 

1. What can you tell me about area schools? 

2. Where do people go for fun? 

3. Who serves the needy in our area? 

4. What is the thing you like best about the area? 

5. What would you like to see improved in the area? 
 

     I really would like to know these things. You can help me by calling me at the 

church ( 360-424-3628)or emailing me at pastorchristopher@mvfumc.org. Thanks for 

any help you can give. 
 

Pastor Christopher 

The Methodist Greeter 
July 2021 

Our mission is to develop and strengthen 

disciples of Jesus Christ, building a commu-

nity that transforms the world.” 

July 4 Mark 12:28-34 

 

July 11 Luke 10:25-37 

 
July 18 2 Corinthians 5:15

-21 

July 25 Romans 8:18-25 

In-Person Worship Again! 
 

     For those of you ready to join in person - we're looking forward to seeing you. 

For those who aren't quite ready yet, the service will be recorded and posted to our 

YouTube and Facebook pages later that day. 
 

     With the focus on taking care of and protecting our vulnerable congregation 

and community members, we are asking everyone to wear a mask and remain 

masked for the duration of their time in the building. We will not have a sepa-

rated sanctuary - we will have everyone masked and physically distanced in the 

pews, with family groups seated together. 
 

     To facilitate signing in, we are asking you to sign up in advance each week with Sign

-up Genius or by calling the church office.  Each week a new sign-up link will be in-

cluded on the webpage and in the all-church emails. The health department requires 

us to let you know that if you have experienced any COVID-19 symptoms in the 14 

days prior to this event, or if you have a household member who has been diagnosed 

with or is experiencing COVID-19 symptoms (incl fever of 100.4F or above), we ask 

you to stay home and enjoy the recorded worship service online later in the day on 

our YouTube or Facebook pages. 
 

     We are pleased to be able to go back to worshipping in the sanctuary. However, 

use of the church building, for now, is limited to worship and small groups. The Step-

ping Forward team composed of the Church Council and staff members will continue 

to follow the guidelines put out by the state and county health department and move 

forward to complete reopening when it’s safe for everyone. 
 

     For any questions or concerns, or help with sign-up, please contact the office at 

360/424-3628 or office@mvfumc.org. 

mailto:pastorchristopher@mvfumc.org


   

 Treasurer Report 

May 2021 
 

                        Month            Year-To-Date 

                  Income      Expense       Income       Expense 
 

Regular Account       $ 16,015.69    $ 19,172.19 $ 90,683.60    $ 98,918.99 
 

Special Account          $ 5,659.00        $ 891.35 $ 15,302.00      $ 4,246.20 

  
     We have completed all paperwork for our request for forgiveness of our PPP Loan early last year.  The review 

process may take months and we hope to have official forgiveness by October.  We have paid all our bills and 

apportionments to date. 
 

     We thank you all so much for your continued support of the ministries of the church.  We slipped a little more 

with our negative financial position year-to-date.  I am told this is similar to prior years at this time however we 

hope our contributions improve in the coming months as we seek areas to tighten up on our expenses.  If you have 

any questions for our treasurer, please contact Harlan in the church office 360-424-3628 (generally on Tuesdays) or 

treasurer@mvfumc.org. 
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From the Finance Committee 

    

     The Finance Committee met via Zoom on 5/21/21 and we will continue to meet monthly.  We  were able to 

review the budget and expense information for the current year. Thank you to our treasurer, Harlan Mayer, for 

providing these comprehensive reports and enhancing our understanding of all the projects that our church sup-

ports. 
  

     Thank you to the congregation for your ongoing commitment to the work of our church with your financial 

gifts.  There are several ways that you can continue to support the work of our church … you can mail in a check 

for your regular offering or any special offering (just note on the memo line where you want your money to go), 

you can go on our website and click on our “Give Online” button and you will be taken to a secure giving site host-

ed by Vanco, or you can set up to have a check from your bank sent to the church on a regular basis. OR you can 

bring a check or cash in to our in person services beginning 6/27/21. Please see the all church email for details. 
 

     We are sad to see Pastor Terry, Dennie as well as Jung, Seoyoung and Sarah leave our church family. They have 

been a blessing during their time in our midst and we wish them all well in the future.  
 

 

Opportunities for involvement:   
1. We are looking for volunteers to join the Finance Committee. We are especially interested in 

those with a financial background although it is not a requirement. If you would like to be part of this 

dynamic committee helping to ensure the integrity of  the resources so generously given and to pro-

pose, raise, manage and distribute the resources of the congregation to support and strengthen the 

mission and ministry of the congregation, this is the committee for you! 
  

2. We are also looking for volunteers to be Counters. Traditionally (pre-Covid), 2 counters would 

meet for 30-60 minutes after church on Sunday mornings to count the offering and upload the infor-

mation to the Church’s financial system. Since the church building has been closed, 2 counters have 

met on average once a week for the same purpose. No experience is necessary other than a willing-

ness to meet at the church 1-2 times per month and have fun with your partner! No computer skills 

are necessary!  
 

If you are interested in either of these opportunities, please contact the Finance Committee chair, 

Beth Repplier (360-630-0510; erepplier@comcast.net) or the Church Treasurer, Harlan Mayer,  in the 

church office 360-424-3628 (generally on Tuesdays) or treasurer@mvfumc.org. Thank you! 
 

     Your Finance Team: Beth Repplier (chair), Doreen Nystrom, Janice Lisherness, Pastor Terry, Mary Downing and 

Harlan Mayer (treasurer) 

Trustees Update

mailto:erepplier@comcast.net
mailto:treasurer@mvfumc.org


 

 Page 3 

 

 

 

 

 

AND….. WE’RE BACK! 

 On Wednesday, June 30th, our birthday team 

joined together to celebrate Arvita Bonner’s 93rd 

birthday! With a smile that lights up everywhere 

she goes,  Arvita welcomed us on her porch as 

we arrived with pom poms, banners, and balloons 

to celebrate the birthday girl!  

 
 With our return to in-person worship, we 

will be celebrating all 90+ birthdays with our en-

tire church family again, starting with Barbara 

Jackson’s birthday in July!  

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS—Arvita Bonner 

RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS 

 
Kindness is simple, but challenging. Kindness is global. 

Kindness is Christian. Kindness is contagious. 

 On Sunday, June 27th, we joined together in our Sanctuary for the first worship service since March, 

2020—it’s been 66 weeks by my count! It was such a heart-warming opportunity (and I mean WARM!) to be 

able to greet each other in-person - and yet bittersweet as we came together to celebrate Pastor Terry's re-

tirement. We also to celebrated our choir director Jung Jang and his 4-1/2 years of service with us as he and 

his family they make the decision to worship closer to home.  

 
 Pastor Terry and Dennie wrapped up their 21-year career with the UMC - the last five of which have 

been here with us (let's face it - the past year should have a multiplier of 10). Pastor Terry and Dennie shared 

the lessons they've learned about what it really means to be a a Christian - and in the words of Barbara Jack-

son- "it's all about love." May God bless Jung and his family and Pastor Terry and his family as they both begin 

their new paths of life's journey. You will be missed and you will always be part of our family!  

L-R: Pastor Terry, Dennie & Pastor Terry listening to Jung’s solo, Jung, Seoyung & Sarah, the Quilters & Donna 

Freiman presenting Pastor Terry with gifts, Kay Martin with Pastor Terry 
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Visiting Another Church 
 

     While our church ‘s sanctuary was closed for worship, Jess and I decided it was a good time to visit a church that 

was having in-person worship services.  We came away with some thoughts and impressions that we thought you, 

our church family, might find interesting. 
 

Positives:      

• We were met at the front door and warmly greeted. 
• When someone we knew saw us, they immediately came over to greet us.  They directed us to the                   

sanctuary, introducing us to several folks on the way.  They asked us where we were comfortable sitting and 

then joined us. 
• After the service, they expressed how good it was to see us, asked if we had any questions, and accompanied us 

back to their narthex before saying goodbye. 
 

Negatives:     
• Several people made comments like “We’ve lost a lot of people recently.”  “The political climate has been hard 

on everyone.”  “We’re really struggling.”  These created somewhat of a downer mood. 
• They were having some kind of an administrative meeting following the worship service.  Making an announce-

ment about that was fine, but several folks were overheard grumbling about various aspects of that. 
                        

     Pastor Dan Breznau used to have to remind me that Sunday morning was our time to worship, not conduct 

business.  I now more fully understand his point, not just for myself, but for visitors as well.  How can we attract 

new folks if we are negative? 
 

     What was interesting was that more than the pastor or the sermon or the music, it was the congregation that 

set the tone for our overall impression.  We all need to keep this in mind and do our part as we return to in-person 

worship.  - Barbara del Bosque 

Welcome Our New Spiritual Growth Coordinator Clynton Easley! 
 

     We are pleased to announce that we have hired Clynton Easley as our Spiritual Growth Coordinator, beginning 

July 12, 2021.  Clynton is currently working to complete his Master of Divinity at Seattle Pacific University, and is 

also in seminary working towards ordination as a minister in the United Methodist Church.  He recently completed 

a nine-month internship with Faith United Methodist Church in Issaquah. While at Faith, he was a member of their 

worship team, and worked with their Youth and Family Ministry leader to assist in leading Children and Youth Sun-

day School Classes.  He was also a part of the Adult Sunday School, and led Sunday School.  While at Faith he assist-

ed in a new emphasis on outreach to bring in new members by broadening their worship services.  He also helped 

with transitioning into the new method of hybrid worship.  Clynton lives on Whidbey Island. 
 

     The Spiritual Growth Coordinator is a transition from the former Family Ministry and Christian Education posi-

tion held by Lori Flores.  In reviewing the job the Staff Parish Relations team modified the duties to support the main 

2021 church goal adopted by Council: focusing on spiritual growth and caring for one another.   The main vision for 

the Spiritual Growth Coordinator is to work to nurture our congregation as they grow in faith and in relationships 

with one another, learning and working together.   For example, they would organize Christian education for all ag-

es, help plan Bible and book studies, offer workshops and training for groups with special interests. They would 

work with other staff and lay leadership to continually assess the needs and interests of the people in the congrega-

tion and work to help them to learn, work, and grow together.   
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Family Promise 
     The week of July 18 through 25 we will again be providing and serving dinners for the homeless families shelter-

ing at Bethlehem Lutheran and Central United Methodist churches in Sedro-Woolley. We serve at Bethlehem Lu-

theran Church in Sedro-Woolley each evening at 5:00 PM and  wash the dishes too!  Thanks to all who have volun-

teered, we have all the meals covered.! What is needed now is for everyone to pray that the families will feel the love of 

Christ through those who are serving them.  Edited by Sue Erickson                                            

. 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU—Pastor Christopher 
 

     Welcome, Pastor Christopher Gudger-Raines and family, Meredith, Anna and Ollie! We are glad you are here. 
Pastor Christopher was born in Charleston, West Virginia and grew up in Bluefield, WV. After eight years in the 

West Virginia Annual Conference, the couple accepted an invitation to come to the greater Northwest and moved 

here in 2014. Their contact was a seminary classmate, Rev. Karen Hernandez, who is now a District superintendent 

in Idaho. It was difficult to leave extended family behind, but it has been a positive move.  
Pastor Meredith will be serving the United Methodist church in Marysville. People ask about their last name—she’s 

the Gudger; he’s the Raines. They met in seminary and, through the power of pre-marital counseling, decided to 

join their names. Their daughter Anna is 11 years old and will be entering 6th grade. She is really into Harry Potter 

and has a budding interest in travel. Their son is Oliver, 8 years old and will enter 3rd grade. He plays Little League 

baseball and loves MineCraft and Farming Simulator. They will be bringing three pets--one is an orange round kitty 

called Pumpkin. Anna cares for a bunny named Wilbur. And they have a puppy named Molly that mostly belongs to 

Meredith. 
 

     Pastor Christopher entered parish ministry in 2006. He served a three-point charge in Morgantown. WV, in 

2011, then moved to a congregation in his hometown of Bluefield, WV. In 2013, he moved to a congregation in 

Parkerstown, WV. In 2014, they moved out west and he served a congregation in Portland that closed in 2015. He 

then went to Orchard UMC in Vancouver where he’s been the last six years. 
 

     Before parish ministry, he spent some time in the mission wing of the church. From 1998-2000, he was a US-2 

young adult missionary through the General Board of Global Ministries, where he worked at Epworth Children and 

Family Services in the St. Louis area. In 2000, he went to the UK through another missionary program, Time for 

God, and lived and worked in Cambridge. After returning to the states, He got to spend one and a half years at the 

GBGM in New York City where he interned briefly at the Family Promise headquarters and served on the staff of a 

two-point charge in Trenton, NJ.  
 

     He has played the guitar for a while and counts music as his first love. He has tried gardening and might try again. 

When the pandemic began, Ollie got him into collecting Hot Wheels little toy cars, which he did as a kid. He and 

the kids have talked about starting a Hot Wheels club in Mount Vernon sometime. 
Pastor Christopher believes in the church as a source of goodness, mercy, and reconciliation in the world. He is 

aware of our struggles, yet maintains a deep admiration for what we strive to be. Almost all the good he knows, he 

learned from the church. He also love how the ancient stories in the Bible speak relevantly to our day. Throughout 

his life, he has “adopted” Biblical  characters who have embodied aspects of his life. For instance, he has wrestled 

with God just like Jacob did. Ultimately, he want to walk closely with God and with other people. 
One of the ramifications of the pandemic is that he hasn’t seen his family since 2019. In August, they will be RV’ing 

to West Virginia to reunite. At this point in life, there is nothing he wants more than to see his parents and his 

brother.  
 

     We are pleased that Pastor Christopher and his family brings their strength and faith to our church family, and 

we look forward to this time together. 
 

Submitted by Nancy Seymour 
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   July 19 Billy & Virginia Skaggs 
 

July 24  Leonard & Jill Elaison 
 

July 26 Dan & Lynnette Gerhard 
 

July 27  Wes & Lisa Larocque 
 

July 31  Jim & Nancy Finkbeiner 

Let’s Be Friends 
 

Don’t forget to “friend” us on Facebook!  Visit our page at Mount Vernon First United 

Methodist Church and find out what’s happening in our church and in our community.  

We’re also using Facebook to introduce our church to our greater community via events, 

photos, news articles, and advertising. Invite your friends—pass the word!  

Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel 
 

Why? Because if you click the subscribe button on our YouTube channel, you will receive 

notification whenever a new video is uploaded. This is the easiest way to know that the wor-

ship video is ready to watch.  Type MVFUMC  WA into the YouTube search box.  

July 1   Owen Smith 
 

July 5   Wes Larocque 
 

July 7   Charlotte Ambrose 
           Buffy Williams 
 

July 8   Dave Edwards 
 

July 9   Chloe Walker 
 

July 10  Al Sward 
 

July 11  Barbara del Bosque 
 

July 12  Janeie Belisle 
 

July 13  Janielle Coghill 

            Barbara Jackson 
 

July 15  Ashleigh Jacobson 
 

July 17  John Gresbrink 
 

July 22  Terry Hall 
 

July 23  Sue Fisher 
 

July 26  Dan Gerhard 
 

July 27  Joe Ambrose 
 

July 28  Chuck Diver 

   

 

 
Contribute to MVFUMC by Shopping on Ama-

zon 
 

Mount Vernon First United Methodist Church is now a registered 

charity on the Amazon Smile program. Here is a link to get you 

registered https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-6049039. Once 

you choose our church as one of the charities you want to do-

nate to, you enter Amazon through the Smile portal. On the 

front page of the church website there is a link to the portal. It 

is on the bottom left corner under ‘affiliates’. You can also save 

and use the link above in the article or use the URL 

smile.Amazon.com.  0.5% of the price of eligible smile.amazon.com 

purchases  will be donated to selected charities by Amazon. If you 

need help getting set-up or have questions, please contact the 

church office.  This is a great way to help the church while shop-

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=1HFDT67HOW58O&M=urn:rtn:msg:202101281922068b36e0f22d2e4f8b9b35d0a6da90p0na&R=3FE6NLY1WCGV8&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F91-6049039%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=ILZJKPHH5KPU8OEA9SHLSYD5F0KA&re


   JULY  2021 

SUN  MON  TUE  WED THU  FRI  SAT 

    01 02 03 

  

 

 

  

 

 8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

2 pm Zoom 

Small Group 

with Chris 

Satterlund 

 

11:00 am 

Diane South-

worth 

Celebration 

of Life 

04 05 06 07 08 09  10 

 

 

 

 

 

Communion  

Sunday 
 

10:30 am  

Worship 

 

Office 

Closed for 

4th of July 

 

1 pm 

Council 

Planning 

meeting 

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

 

3:30 pm  

Zoom Small 

Group with Ellen 

& Kathleen  

 

 

10 am 

Staff Meeting 

 

1 pm 

Zoom Step-

ping Forward 

Team 

8:30 am  

Zoom Men’s 

Morning Ministry 
 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

2 pm  

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 

10:00 am 

Hispanic Min-

istry in Spra-

gue Hall 

 

10:30 am  

Worship 

 

 

 

 

7 pm Zoom 

SPR meeting 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

3:30 pm  

Zoom Small 

Group with Ellen 

& Kathleen 

  

10 am 

Staff Meeting 

 

3 pm 

Worship Plan-

ning Team 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry at 

Haggen’s Grocery 
 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

2 pm  

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

  

9:00 am 

Church 

Council 

                 18 

Family  

19 

 

20 

Promise 
21 22 

Meals 
23 24 

 

10:30 am  

Worship 

  

 

7 pm Zoom 

Finance 

Meeting 

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

3:30 pm  

Zoom Small 

Group with Ellen 

& Kathleen  

 

  

10 am  

Staff Meeting 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

2 pm  

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

  

                  25                26                       27                     28                      29                       30          31 

 

10:30 am  

Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

3:30 pm  

Zoom Small 

Group with Ellen 

& Kathleen 

 

10 am 

Staff Meeting 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

2 pm  

Zoom Small 

Group with 

Chris Satter-

lund 

 


