
  Pastor’s Corner                       Pastor Christopher Gudger-Raines 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

The Methodist Greeter 
January 2022 

Our mission is to develop and strengthen 

disciples of Jesus Christ, building a commu-

nity that transforms the world.” 

Jan 2  Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Jan  9 Luke 3:15-17; 21-22 

 

Jan 16 Luke 4:1-13 

 

Jan 23 Luke 4:14-21 

 

Jan 30 Luke 4:21-30 

Dear Church… 

 
In the new year, I want to read with you. I have selected 12 books that comprise The 

Pastor’s Reading Circle. The hope is that once a month we can gather to discuss a 

book together. Firstly, this is a shameless attempt to elicit your help in one of my spir-

itual disciplines. I know that reading is time-consuming, and I rarely make the time. 

But I also miss out on the deepening wisdom that reading provides. Secondly, I think 

there are some topics we ought to encounter together. Lastly, it will help us get to 

know one another. 

 
The format is simple. Each month there is a book to read. There is a gathering on the 

last Sunday evening of the month to discuss the book. Initially, we will gather by 

Zoom. As weather and COVID numbers improve, I hope to gather in person. 

 

The book schedule is as follows: 
January: An Altar in the World, by Barbara Brown Taylor 

February: Spiritual Rhythms in Community, by Keith Meyer 

March: Acedia & Me, by Kathleen Norris 

April: The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, I’m using the one with a preface by Avery 

Dulles, SJ 

May: The Liberation of Christmas, by Richard A Horsley 

June: Stamped from the Beginning, Ibram X. Kendi 

July: A Public Faith, Miroslav Volf 

August: Missional, Monastic, Mainline, by Elaine Heath 

September: Wrestling with the Prophets, by Matthew Fox 

October: The God We Never Knew, by Marcus Borg 

November: Rediscovering Mercy, by Anne Lamott 

December: You Can Go Home Again, by Monica McGoldrick 

 
You can come to any or all that you like. These selections are mostly from my shelf. 

Some of these are re-reads for me; others I haven’t even cracked yet. There’s no 

guarantee that you’ll like any of the books. There is a small fund available for those 

needing help with the books. If you are interested in The Pastor’s Reading Circle, 

please email me at pastorchristopher@mvfumc.org or phone the church at 360-424-

3628.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Christopher     

mailto:pastorchristopher@mvfumc.org


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council News 
 

Dear Congregation 
 

A gentle reminder of our church mission and visions for 2022. 
 

Mission 
To develop and strengthen disciples of Jesus Christ, building a community that transforms the 

world. 
 

Visions for 2022 

With God’s help, we resolve to: 

  Come together, heal, explore, and encourage our entire  congregation to:  

  Minister to the unhoused in new as well as familiar ways.  

  Use our resources to meet the needs of children and  youth in our community. 

  Support and develop our Hispanic Ministry. 
Next Church Council Meeting, Saturday, January 22. 2022 at 9am – Looking Up – Understanding 

and making commitment to the mission, vision and values of the congregation. 

Happy, Safe, Healthy, Loving New Year – Church Council 
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Stepping Forward Safely Team Report 
 

The Stepping Forward Safely team is comprised of Church Council members:  Pastor Christopher, Lynnette Ger-

hard, Carolyn Gregg, Scott Thomas, Kent Turner, Chris Satterlund, Pastor Zulma Tifre, Mary Downing and staff 

members: Sue Erickson, Eileen Brody, and Clynton Easley. They have met almost monthly to assess and deter-

mine how much resumption of church activities is advisable given the current and ever-changing levels of COVID 

infection in the county and how to do it safely. We recognize the frustrations that continued restrictions cause 

and want to alleviate those frustrations as much as possible in a safe way. 
 

Last month we determined that it was imperative to resume worshipping in person in a safe manner. We institut-

ed registering for each worship service via SignUpGenius to facilitate the necessary signing in when entering the 

church building and determined that wearing face coverings while in the building regardless of vaccination status, 

social distancing, no congregational singing, and no food or drink except during communion make it safe for us to 

worship together. Livestreaming of the worship service with a recording after the livestream is over is provided 

on our YouTube Channel for those who are not able or don’t feel safe attending in-person worship. Our first in-

person worship was November 28, the first Sunday of Advent and the church year. At the same time we deter-

mined that the Hispanic Ministry and church-related small groups could meet in-person with the same safety pre-

cautions. 
 

The request has come to reopen our building to outside groups, specifically Girl Scout Troops. On December 20, 

2021, the team made the decision to allow them to meet in the building after they submit a plan for health safety 

precautions approved by the Stepping Forward Safely team and agreeing to follow the usual use-of-building re-

quirements. Other outside groups will be evaluated as requests come up.  
 

We met again on January 3 to review the infection rate and determined that by the time we review the Girl 

Scouts health safety plans and the troops are ready to meet, the current infection spike will hopefully have 

peaked.  We can still deny approval based on the infection rate. At the January 3rd meeting it was also decided to 

continue with in-person worship and allow the congregation to decide how much risk of infection could be taken. 

Eileen Brody, our Director of Music Ministry did decide to reduce the number of singers during worship and to 

hold Zoom choir rehearsals instead of in-person. If you have questions about these decisions, contact the office 

or Pastor Christopher. We encourage you to express your thoughts about continuing in-person worship given 

the emergence of omicron. Please pray for continued discernment for the team. 
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Ministers Needed to Serve 

 TREASURER REPORT 

November 2021 
 

                                      Month                             Year-To-Date 

                             Income              Expense              Income            Expense 
 

Regular Account $ 16,671.32            $ 22,216.18              $ 188,828.42          $ 214,037.48 
 

Special Fund Accounts $ 2,586.00              $ 6,040.60                $ 23,389.17            $ 24,901.05 

  

We have paid all our bills and apportionments to date. 
 

We thank you all so much for your continued support of the ministries of the church. November was not as good 

as we had expected financially, and we remain in a negative position year-to-date. This will improve with Decem-

ber, and we expect to end 2021 better than our budgeted loss. With help from the Endowment Fund Earnings, we 

will remain solvent and positive cash flow. 
 

We have received over three-quarters of the pledge cards that were pledged last year. If you have not completed 

and sent in your 2022 pledge, it is not too late. Forms have been emailed and if you did not receive one, there 

are forms available at the church office or email me at treasurer@mvfumc.org and I will send you one immediately. 

We encourage anyone who has not pledged in the past to take this opportunity to start now. Annual pledges are 

the foundation of our church plan so please help us fulfill God’s plan for our church with your pledge. Please let me 

know if you have any questions about your 2022 pledge or anything related to the financial wellbeing of the church 
 

Harlan Mayer at treasurer@mvfumc.org. 

Invitation to The Upper Room Small Group 
 

Richard Ward and Mary Downing invite you to share a longer devotional time of about an hour with Upper 

Room starting Monday, January 10, 2022 at 7pm on Zoom and sometimes in person (not hybrid). Please sign up 

on SignUp Genius  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4FAAAE2FAAFF2-upper if interested or contact the 

church office 360-424-3628, office@mvfumc.org  and you will receive a zoom invite.  We look forward to gather-

ing together,  listening to God and to each other. 

Family Promise Help Needed 
 

Our congregation will be responsible for providing and serving dinners for the homeless families sheltering in 

Sedro-Woolley for the week of January 16-22.  If you would like to help with one of these meals, Carolyn Gregg 

would like to hear from you. You can reach her at (360) 424-7453, (360) 391-0288, or 

cgregg@valleyint.com.  This begins our 9th year of helping the unhoused through Family Promise.  Hundreds of 

families celebrated the holidays in their own homes thanks to this very successful program. 

Trustees Update 
 

Board of Trustees primary task is to supervise and maintain all property belonging to our congregation so that the 

ministries of the congregation can be effective.  If you are interested is joining this amazing team – Doug Rindal, 

Chuck Cass, Phil Smoots, Randy Rabenstein.  Monthly meetings are held at the church on the third Wednesday of 

each month at 10am – please call or e-mail Pastor Christopher 360-424-3628  pastorchristopher@mvfumc.org. 

or Mary Downing 360-770-1113  mt.downing@comcast.net. 

mailto:treasurer@mvfumc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4FAAAE2FAAFF2-upper
mailto:office@mvfumc.org
mailto:cgregg@valleyint.com
mailto:pastorchristopher@mvfumc.org
mailto:mt.downing@comcast.net
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Getting to Know...Edith Thomas 
 

My hands don’t work as well as they used to, and so I am asking my son to 

type this for me.  Although I used to work as a secretary before my son was 

born, that was a long time ago! (typist’s note: I was born in the 1950’s.) 

  
I was born in 1919, in northern Nebraska.  My dad was a farmer, and I was 

born on the farm.  I had 3 brothers and 2 sisters, and I was the oldest.  That 

means I had to help take care of my bothers and sisters, especially the 

younger ones.  My dad grew corn, mostly, and we had chickens, pigs, a cow, 

and a big garden that us kids had to keep weeded.  I helped my mom out 

cooking meals every day, and helping out with the chores.  When I was 

about 10, the depression started and it was difficult for everyone.  We 

called it the dirty thirtys, because it was difficult for my mom and dad to 

make a living, and because the wind blew dirt everywhere during the wind-

storms.  My dad decided to move us to South Dakota because he had heard 

that things were better there.  And they were.  I remember moving – dad 

had a wagon pulled by horses on which he had stacked all of his equipment 

and things.  Mom was driving a model T Ford car that we had, with all of us kids packed in.  One time we were 

going down a hill and the wagon was behind us, when a wheel came off.  The wheel flew past us and kept go-

ing.  Dad was really mad, but we kids were all laughing at that crazy wheel.  We weren’t laughing later, however, 

because at night we slept under that wagon and we couldn’t do that when it was up on jacks being fixed. 

  
Our new farm house in South Dakota was grand.  It was two stories and the upstairs bedrooms had vents in the 

floor that would let warm air from the wood stove in the dining room below us come in.  Us girls had one big 

bed that we all slept together in, and it was so warm!  I hated to get up in the night to go to the bathroom, be-

cause the outhouse was a ways from the house and it was so cold in the winter.  Dad would get up in the morn-

ing to build a fire in the stove when I was younger, and mom would get breakfast going.  By the time I got up, it 

was warmer and us kids would get dressed in front of the stove. 

  
The school we went to was about 6 miles away.  We didn’t have a horse or a pony, so we would all walk to-

gether.  The wagons would drive over the roads, so we always had a path to walk in during the winter.  I re-

member one time in May we were walking, and my brother Harold was goofing around with my other broth-

ers.  Harold wasn’t watching what he was doing, and I had to scream at him because he almost stepped on a rat-

tle snake that was sunning itself on the dirt road.  He was more careful after that!  There used to be a lot of 

snakes on the farm.  When the farmers would cut the hay in the late summer and lift up the huge piles of hay 

with a tractor to stack it, the rattlesnakes would drop out of the hay.   

  
The town I lived near, in Fairview, didn’t have a high school, but my dad really wanted to see all of his kids go on 

to school, and so I had to go to another town that did have a high school.  I graduated from high school with 7 

other people, and I was so proud.  After that, I worked for my uncle in his photography studio during the war, 

and got married to Bob Thomas after the war was over.  Bob grew up on a farm in Oakdale, Nebraska that was 

near my uncle’s studio, and we went to live in Omaha after that.  We stayed there until 2012, when we moved 

out here to live with my son, Scott, and be closer to my grandkids. 

  
I have three grandchildren, who all grew up in this church: Dylan, Mikaela, and Kasey.  Kasey was born in 2000, 

and that year she played the baby Jesus in the Christmas pageant.  Now she is a senior at WSU.  Mikaela gradu-

ated from WSU and moved this summer to Denver.  Dylan graduated from UW, and still lives in Mount Vernon. 

 

The photo of Edith is from her 102nd birthday celebration this year. 



 
  

        

        

Zulma & Debbie 
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FAITH IN ACTION 

GIVING TREE 2021 
 

This year, for the second year, we held a 

virtual Giving Tree for the children of our 

Hispanic Ministry. You all responded with 

overwhelming generosity and love and all 
of the children in the six families had a 

brighter Christmas because of that shared 

love. 

 
A special thank you to Pastor Zulma for 

her leadership, to the elves who came in 

to help wrap all those beautiful gifts: Lynn 

Rabenstein, Donna Freiman, and Kathleen 

Wilkes-Pierce, and to Sue Erickson for 

her invaluable help in creating unique gift 

tags for the more than 100 presents as 
well as her help throughout this special 

ministry event.  In addition to the gifts, we 

used the monetary donations for gift 

cards for each family to use as they choose, generally groceries for Christmas dinner. Pastor Zulma, Pas-

tor Christopher, and Kathleen Wilkes-Pierce helped distribute gifts to each family in a drive-up distribu-

tion the week before Christmas.  This program is a gift of love, and it was my privilege to be a part of it 

for the third year.  

 

Last month we reported being able to make year-end donations to 

Family Promise and Neighbors in Need.  After the initial donations 

were made we realized there were funds also received and being 

held for Friendship House, and a donation of $500 was delivered to 

their offices by Pastor Christopher. Thank you for sharing your gifts 

with those in our community.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GEORGIA! 
 

In December we celebrated the amazing Georgia Taylor-Owen and her 95th 

Birthday! Mary Downing and Pastor Christopher delivered her birthday flow-

ers and the best of wishes from our whole church family. You are a gift to all, 

Georgia, and we love you! 

KINDNESS IDEAS: *Ask a senior about their past* Leave quarters at the laundromat* Buy Local* 

Turn down your thermostat* Leave a bowl of water out for animals* Make time for yourself in the 

day* Wheel out your neighbor’s trash or recycle cans* Donate used books to a library and used blan-

kets/towels to animal shelter* 
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Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel 
 

Why? Because if you click the subscribe button on our YouTube channel, you will receive noti-

fication whenever a new video is uploaded. This is the easiest way to know that the worship 

video is ready to watch.  Type MVFUMC  WA into the YouTube search box.  

January 7 Pastor Christopher & Pastor   

     Meredith Gudger-Raines 

January 2   Ellen Anderson 

 

January 4   Litzi Martinez 

 

January 6   Don Boston 

 

January 10  Evan Repplier 

 

January 11  Lois Yale 

 

January 12  Sharon Minor 

 

January 13  Dee Brown 

 

January14  Lisa Agard 

 

January 18  Clark Pierce 

 

January 18  Randy Rabenstein 

         Roxy Romanelli 

January 19  Amy Flores 

 

January 24  Christopher Gudger-Raines 

 

January 25  Chris Cooper 

 

January 26  Yank Belisle 

              Kathy Dean 

January 31  Robert Hallberg 

Hispanic Ministry 
 

I just want to express my thanks and appreciation for the gifts 

provided to the families in the Hispanic Ministry .  It is a joy 

and privilege to serve my community with all you by my side. 
 

May you have a very blessed Christmas and the joy of the. 

Lord be with you’ll in 2022. 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Zulma Tifre 

Thank You! 
Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for your very generous Christmas gift to each of 

the church staff members. We  feel the love expressed in this 

gift and are so grateful. Thanks also to the Staff/Parish Rela-

tions Team for the lovely gift bags filled with goodies.  

 

Happy New Year, 
Pastor Christopher, Sue Erickson, Debbie Grant, Eileen Bro-

dy, Clynton Easley, Harlan Mayer, Mike Bradley, Mike Brown 

and Pastor Zulma 



      

    JANUARY 2022 

SUN  MON  TUE  WED THU  FRI  SAT 

02 03 04 05 06 07 08 

Communion 

Sunday  
 

10:30 am  

Worship 
 

 

 

10 am  

Zoom Staff Meeting 

 

7:00 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

10 am 

Trustee’s 

Meeting 

 

 

7 pm 

Choir Re-

hearsal 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

  

09 10 11 12 13 14 15 
 

10:30 am  

Worship 
 

 

12:00 pm 

Hispanic Ministry 

Meeting  

10 am  

Zoom Staff Meeting 
 

7:00 pm 

Zoom Upper Room 

Small Group 
 

7:00 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

 

 1 pm 

Worship 

Planning 

Team 
 

7 pm 

Choir Re-

hearsal 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry  
 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

 

  

 

16                              17 18 19 20 21 22 

10:30 am  

Worship 
 

12 pm 

Hispanic Ministry 

Meeting 

10 am  

Zoom Staff Meeting 
 

7:00 pm 

Zoom 

Upper Room Small 

Group 
 

7:00 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

 

10 am 

Trustees’ 

Meeting 
 

7 pm 

Choir Re-

hearsal 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

 

 9:00 am 

Church Council 

23                              24 25 26 27 28 29 

10:30 am  

Worship 
 

12 pm 

Hispanic Ministry 

Meeting 

10 am  

Zoom Staff Meeting 
 

7:00 pm 

Zoom Upper Room 

Small Group 
 

7:00 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

 

 

7 pm 

Choir Re-

hearsal 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

 

 

 

30                          31      

10:30 am  

Worship 
 

12 pm 

 Hispanic Ministry 

Meeting 

10 am  

Zoom Staff Meeting 
 

7:00 pm 

Zoom Upper Room 

Small Group 
 

7:00 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

    

 


