
  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry B. Hall 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

  

Year’s End Wrap-up 
 

 Man – what a year we have had! And I say that as someone who has had the privi-

lege of sheltering in a very comfortable home with enough space for Dennie and I to 

easily have time alone, still knowing we can easily step back into shared space and di-

rect relationship. While Zoom meetings are, in some ways, a poor substitute for face-

to-face conversations, they have provided some of the connection we hunger for. 

Holding meetings online has certainly saved a lot of time we used to spend driving, 

while reducing our carbon footprint and expenses. But the costs of this pandemic – 

economically, relationally, and emotionally - have been enormous and promise to be 

with us long after science does what it can to work out a livable arrangement with 

COVID. Add in the fact that it was an election year, and the stripping away of the ex-

tent to which racism is embedded in our individual and national psyches and formal 

systems (economic, educational, social, political, medical, voting, etc.), and voilà, a reci-

pe for … well, something powerful! 
 

 Impatience, anger and violence have occupied a lot of our attention. And FEAR; I 

can’t leave that out, as it has been central to so much of those other things I just 

named. But at the same time, caring, awareness of others, and acts of service have also 

abounded and abided! We’ve rediscovered the healing potential of simple phone calls 

and the magical power of actual personal mail. We have been shaken awake to some 

realities we had been ignoring or overlooking for a very long time and called to engage 

our blessings more deeply and tenderly, making sure to soak others in the Peace, 

Hope, Joy and Love of those blessings. Our understandings of church – what it in-

volves, requires, offers and accomplishes – have been shaken up, giving us an oppor-

tunity we never asked for to reimagine what it is all about. Some things have even con-

tinued, albeit in expanded ways. Our worship went from an in-house process available 

only to those who found us and had the curiosity or courage to walk through our 

doors, out into the ether, reaching people we don’t know and may never meet. One of 

my favorite things has been looking forward to Sunday afternoons, when I knew I 

would get to see Lori and hear the warmest, most inviting version of “Hi friends” I can 

imagine or hope for!  
 

 It still feels odd to be recording Sunday’s worship on Wednesday in piecemeal fash-

ion, in an otherwise dark and empty sanctuary, to be assembled into a coherent and 

very professional complete service. I’m confident we’ll be able to worship in-person at  
 

 

(continued on next page) 

The Methodist Greeter 
January 2021 

Our mission is to develop and strengthen 

disciples of Jesus Christ, building a commu-

nity that transforms the world.” 

January 3  

Matthew 2: 1-12 

Ephesians 3:1-12 

 

January 10 

Mark 1:1-11 

 

January 17 

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

 

January 24 

1 Corinthians 7:29-38 

 

January 31 

Mark 1:21-28 
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(Pastor’s Corner Continued) 

 some point, but suspect it may be either shortly before my retirement at the end of June or even later. In addition 

to lingering cautions about COVID or concerns about more pedestrian viruses like the flu or a cold, some folks will 

have to overcome the inertia of having life delivered to their living rooms. Who knew that sitting around the con-

ference room table, elbow to elbow, to study together, plan, or just share our lives was a luxury? 
 

 Anyway, there are a couple things I have wanted to share in some way, so here goes. For instance, did you pick 

up on how The Message and The Voice Bibles got their names, as you listened to some of our Advent readings? In 

each case, the interpreters chose those titles as their primary way to refer to Jesus; each is a play on “the Word” in 

the opening of John’s gospel account, highlighting the way Jesus was/embodied what he taught. Theologically, it is 

easy to just accept that the term John used refers to him in the sense of being one of the Persons of the triune/

three-part God, but it would be a shame to miss the way it also reminds us that when Jesus provided verbal lessons, 

they were never just facts, nor words that could be truly understood intellectually without being enacted. He did 

not provide lists for us to check at the end of the day to calculate how many points we had earned (or lost); his 

message was and is a rallying cry, a call to action, spoken to the heart as much as the head. His human voice seems 

to have conveyed authority and sincerity, simultaneously connecting, healing, and restoring … accomplishing the 

work he invites us to join him in. And in Matthew’s gospel, we see a pattern of him speaking publicly, then some-

times continuing the conversation with the disciples, and also enacting what he had been teaching. 
 

 We have some challenging work ahead of us in 2021, which I hope you find as exciting as I do! Now, I have to 

confess I have been drawn to certain scary challenges most of my life. That’s how I found myself jumping out of air-

planes, climbing mountains and enthralled by a woman who has no guile in her and is willing to talk about whatever 

needs discussion. And it’s why I find digging into both the Bible and life in the search of deeper understandings so 

enlivening. I am certainly not fearless, nor even brave; just hooked on discovery, especially as a group process. We 

are way overdue as a society, denomination, community and congregation, to take a moral inventory of where rac-

ism is embedded in us, how it affects our thinking and actions, and why it is so hard for us white folks to accept the 

reality that we don’t have to be white supremacists or bad people to be racist. And if we are willing to be honest 

enough in our shared self-explorations, we won’t need to ask those who are most dramatically harmed by racism’s 

inequities to explain our attitudes and privileges to us.  
 

 So I hope you are finding hope for the New Year, and are willing to add your excitement, discomfort, questions, 

thoughts and all the rest of your messy humanity to the work before us. Some very exciting planning is already un-

derway on the evolving, adapting and leading work of being Church! Pastor Terry 

White Fragility Book Study Begins January 11 
 

 In his ‘Sermon on the Mount,’ found in Matthew 5:21-22a, Jesus says: “You’re familiar with the command to the 

ancients - do not murder. I am telling you that anyone who is so much as angry with a brother or sister is guilty of 

murder.” (The Message) As we all know, racism has become very evident in our nation once again, in recent years. 

Time after time, we have received news of unarmed people of color being killed because their neighbors or the po-

lice have felt threatened by them, even in the absence of any aggression. We’ve all heard the term “institutional rac-

ism” but may well believe it does not involve or impact us. As Christians and United Methodists, we are called to 

reflect on how we might carry and express some of the ingrained impacts of our national history of slavery and ra-

cial violence.  In line with the Western Jurisdiction’s and our conference’s current year-long campaign, “Where Love 

Lives: Creating a fully inclusive United Methodist Church,” Pastor Terry will be facilitating a study of Robin DiAn-

gelo’s book, White Fragility. The goal of the study is not to beat ourselves up, but to learn how to recognize 

where and how racism lives in us, the better to step away from its influences. We are ordering 10 copies of the 

book and will offer both a daytime and evening Zoom meeting times. Please contact Pastor Terry for more infor-

mation and to sign up for what promises to be a challenging and rich exploration of a topic that we cannot afford to 

shy away from. Zoom meetings begin January 11 on Monday evenings at 7 pm and Wednesday afternoons at 3 pm.  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 FINANCIAL REPORT   
November 2020 

 

  Income   Expense 

Regular Account  $17,990.98  $22,445.73 

Special Account   $  3,480.99       $   8,122.80 

Memorials  $  -0-        $    -0- 

 

We have paid all of our bills and apportionments to date. 

 

We thank you all so much for your continued support of the ministries of the church.  We are still collecting 

pledge cards for 2021.  If you have not had a chance to turn one in yet, the Finance team would appreciate receiv-

ing your card soon so that we can plan our budget for 2021.  If you did not receive a pledge card and would like to 

pledge, please contact the church office. 
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From the Finance Committee:  
 

Thank you to everyone who turned in a pledge for 2021! This has been a challenging year for everyone and we are 

so grateful for your faith and continued support of our church and ministries. Pledging is an important way for us 

to plan our budget for the coming year and if you had intended to make a pledge for 2021 but have not done so, it 

is not too late!  Also, if you are not in a position to commit to a specific amount, please feel free to donate when 

you are able.  Many are not aware that online giving is now available through our website, mvfumc.org. Additional-

ly, if you would like to give via credit card, please contact Lori at the church office for details.  
 

The finance committee currently meets monthly via Zoom. We are in the process of transitioning to QuickBooks 

for our accounting software. Also, Kay Martin will be conducting an audit of our books for Charge Conference.  
 

We work hard to make sure that there are checks and balances regarding the church finances. When the offering 

is counted (traditionally on Sunday mornings after church), there are always two persons involved to ensure the 

integrity of the process. If you have questions about where your money goes or how it is handled, please reach 

out to a member of the finance committee or the church treasurer.  
 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2021!  
Your Finance Committee:  Beth Repplier (chair), Doreen Nystrom, Lori Flores, Harlan Mayer, Janice Lisherness 

and Pastor Terry Hall  

Neutral Color Yarn Needed! 
 

As part of our Outreach to the Homeless, several people have been knitting hats to be included in duffel bags that 

are being distributed throughout Skagit County in partnership with local agencies. The response from the commu-

nity regarding getting the neutral color hats has been very appreciative and there is a request for more. If you have 

neutral color yarn that you'd like to donate to the kntters, please let me know and I can arrange to pick it up and 

put it in the hands of these wonderfully talented group of women. Thanks! 

Ellen Anderson, 702-595-4947, anderson.turner4@gmail.com 

mailto:anderson.turner4@gmail.com
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Faith in Action Page 

Georgia Taylor Owen’s 94th Birthday Parade—Dec. 6th 
 

 

On Sunday, Dec. 6th we gathered to celebrate Georgia’s birthday with our last drive-by 

parade of the year.  While the convoy worked on decorating cars behind the church, 

Georgia received this beautiful hand-made quilt from our quilter’s group and wrapped 

herself up in all that love!  You are such a gift to our church family, Georgia! 

Giving Tree 2020 
 

Much love and gratitude to everyone who supported the children of our five Hispanic Ministry families with gifts from 

our Giving Tree. This year we used an online sign-up service to post the wish lists of each of the 21 children, and re-

ceived them here at the church on a couple Saturdays. All gifts were wrapped and sorted here at the church by Elves 

Lynn Rabenstein, Lori Flores, and myself. In addition to the wish list items, Elf Lori made small goody bags for each of 

the children with playdough, candies,  and treats. On Wednesday, Dec. 16th, each of the five families drove up to the 

entrance to the church and waited in their cars as Pastor Terry, Zulma, and I loaded each car with boxes of wrapped 

gifts. In addition to the presents, thanks to your generosity, each of the families received a gift card to either Wal-

Mart or Fred Meyer. 

Sharing is Caring….Cards and Cookies for our friends 

 

More than 275 seniors in our neighborhood care communities—every resident of Mira Vista, Mountain Glen, 

and Alpine Ridge received beautiful hand-drawn Christmas cards created by our 

Sunday School children (Ashley’s card shown here).  In addition, we put out a call 

for home-baked Christmas cookies from our church family and received enough 

to send boxes of cookies to each staff room at all three care communities also! 

Special thanks to Lynnette Gerhard who came in and pre-

pared cookie packages for each of our 11 members living at 

care communities in La Conner, Burlington, and Mount 

Vernon.  As 2020 comes to a close, I have so much gratitude 

for this church family and the way we continue to put our 

faith into action—from the retirees to the children. It is such 

a privilege to walk this journey of love and life with you.  

                        Blessings, Debbie Grant 
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News From the Church Council 

Dear, Dear Congregation,  
 

Happy and Safe New Year! 
 

We give thanks to God always for the gift of you.  We pray that He will always keep you happy, safe, and strong be-

cause the world needs more people like you.  We need more angels on earth like you to spread kindness and posi-

tivity around.  We have witnessed you in action, and there are not a lot of people around with hearts as big as yours.  

You have blessed us with so much joy, wisdom, and grace.  May you always have a song in your heart, a skip in your 

step, and a light on your path so that you can keep doing the amazing things you do.  God loves you and so do we.   
 

Goals for 2021 

Mount Vernon First United Methodist Church Mission Statement:  

 “Our mission is to develop and strengthen disciples of Jesus Christ, building a community that transforms the 

world.” 
 

Mount Vernon First United Methodist Church Vision: 

 1) Focusing on Spiritual Growth and caring for one another -- both our own  congregation and the greater            

community. This likely will include developing small groups using the Wesleyan Class Meetings as a model. 

 2) Caring for staff (staff development) including training, defining roles, supporting an increasing sense of com     

munity among staff. 

 3) Continuing to develop our online presence. 
 

Your Church Council 

Pastor Terry Hall, Lynnette Gerhard, Carolyn Gregg, Chris Satterlund, Scott Thomas, Shauna Flores, Kent Turner, 

Beth Repplier, Mary Downing 
 

Your Trustees Team 

Pastor Terry Hall, Doug Rindal, Bob Hallberg, Carol Turnbull, Chuck Cass, Phil Smoots, Randy Rabenstein 
 

Your SPR Team 

Pastor Terry Hall, Lynnette Gerhard, Kent Turner, Kerry Keeler, Larry Freiman, Nancy Seymour 
 

Your Finance Team 
Pastor Terry Hall, Lori Flores, Beth Repplier, Doreen Nystrom, Harlan Mayer, Janice Lisherness 

Meet Our New Custodian 
 

We are happy to introduce our new church custodian, Danyel Dewey.  She began work the last week of November.  

Here, in her own words, is a brief introduction to Danyel. 
 

I turned 27 at the end of 2020. I grew up in Western Washington (Gig Harbor) with my family. I am the second old-

est of five. I love my siblings dearly, three of which have their own families now which means more people added to 

the family and more love and support! 
 

I live with my boyfriend and our dog Taz (Tazmanian Devil). He is my ESA (emotional support animal) and I have no 

clue what I would do without him! He is shy around new people due to being abused by previous owners. Other 

then that he is a happy doggo that is absolutely spoiled by everyone!  
 

My boyfriend's name is Carl. He is a year younger physically but much older in other ways. He is an amazing man and 

has already helped me through so much. We met during this covid pandemic and have been inseparable since. 
 

My favorite things to pass the time are to crochet and spend time with friends and family. Music, books, other crafts, 

and a few video games are always fun as well. I am a positive person, the type who likes to make others laugh, and 

see people happy. 
 

I have three part time jobs at the moment and they all work perfectly together which is amazing!  My current jobs 

are: 1. Office Assistant for a Lawyer 2. Custodial for FUMC and 3. Assistant Property Manager for low income/

subsidized housing in Anacortes, Washington. 
 

I hope everyone had some awesome holidays and Happy New Year!  Danyel Dewey 
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January 2  Ellen Anderson 

 

January 6  Don Boston 

 

January 11 Hollis Spitler 

   Lois Yale 

January 12 Sharon Minor 

 

January 13 Dee Brown 

 

January 14 Lisa Agard 

 

January 18 Clark Pierce 

   Randy Rabenstein 

   Roxy Romanelli 

January 19 Amy Flores 

 

January 24 Kelly Walker 

 

January 25 Chris Cooper 

   Maryanne Ward 

January 26 Yank Belisle 

   Kathy Dean 

January 31 Bob Hallberg 

January 25 Leo & Sharon Waldschmidt 

Let’s Be Friends 
 

Don’t forget to “friend” us on Facebook!  Visit our page at Mount Vernon First Unit-

ed Methodist Church and find out what’s happening in our church and in our com-

munity.  We’re also using Facebook to introduce our church to our greater commu-

nity via events, photos, news articles, and advertising. Invite your friends—pass the 

word!  

Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel 
 

Why? Because if you click the subscribe button on our YouTube channel, you will re-

ceive notification whenever a new video is uploaded. This is the easiest way to know 

that the worship video is ready to watch.  Type MVFUMC  WA into the YouTube 

search box.  

Thank You! 
Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for your very generous Christmas gift to each of 

the church staff members. We  feel the love expressed in 

this gift and are so grateful. 
 

Happy New Year, 
 

Pastor Terry, Sue Erickson, Debbie Grant, Jung Jang, Lori 

Flores, Chris Flores, Zulma Tifre, Mike Bradley, and Danyel 

Dewey 



JANUARY 2021 

SUN  MON  TUE  WED THU  FRI  SAT 

     01 02 

       

 

    

03 04 05 06 07 08 09 

 
On-line Worship 
with Communion 
 
11:15 Zoom 
Coffee Hour 
 

 
 
7 pm Zoom 
Finance 
Team Meet-
ing 

 
10 am Zoom Sis-
ters of the Heart 
 
1pm Staff Meet-
ing 
 
  
 

 
 
7pm Zoom 
Choir 

 
8:30 am Zoom 
Men’s Morning 
Ministry 
 
1:30pm Zoom 
Coffee Hour 
 

   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

 
On-Line Worship 
  
11:15 Zoom 
Coffee Hour 

 
10 am SPRC 
meeting on 
Zoom 
 
7pm White 
Fragility Book 
Study on 
Zoom 

 
10 am Zoom Sis-
ters of the Heart 
 
1pm Staff Meet-
ing 
 
  
 

 
3pm White Fra-
gility Book 
Study on Zoom 
 
7pm Zoom 
Choir 

 
8:30 am Zoom 
Men’s Morning 
Ministry 
 

1 pm Worship 
Planning 
Meeting 
 

1:30pm Zoom 
Coffee Hour 
 

   9 am 
Church 
Council 
meeting on 
Zoom 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 
On-Line Worship 
 
11:15 Zoom 
Coffee Hour 
 
 
7pm Zoom 
Youth Group 

  
 
7pm White 
Fragility Book 
Study on 
Zoom 

 
10 am Zoom Sis-
ters of the Heart 
 
1pm Staff Meet-
ing 
 
 

  
3pm White Fra-
gility Book 
Study on Zoom 
 
 
7pm Zoom 
Choir 

 
8:30 am Zoom 
Men’s Morning 
Ministry 
 
 
1:30pm Zoom 
Coffee Hour 

  
 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

On-Line Worship 
  
11:15 Zoom 
Coffee Hour 
 
 
 
 

 
31 

 
On-Line Worship 
  
11:15 Zoom 
Coffee Hour 

  
 
7pm White 
Fragility Book 
Study on 
Zoom 

 
10 am Zoom Sis-
ters of the Heart 
 
1pm Staff Meet-
ing 
 
  
 

  
3pm White Fra-
gility Book 
Study on Zoom 
 
7pm Zoom 
Choir 

 
8:30am Zoom 
Men’s Morning 
Ministry 
 
1:30 pm Zoom 
Coffee Hour 
 
 

    


