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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

You can find this edition of our newsletter on-line at www.mvfumc.org  

Missed church a time or two? You can also listen to the sermon on our website. 

 

Snowflakes are kisses from 

heaven. 

 

-Unknown 

  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry Hall 

 

 

 

“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

JANUARY 2020 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

The scriptures this 

month are from The 

Message 

 

January 5  

Epiphany Sunday 

Ephesians 3:1-12     

January 12 

Acts 10:34-43  

January 19 

John 1:29-42  

January 26 

1 Corinthians 1:10-23  

 

The State of the Church 
 

In the midst of the turmoil and outright battle for control in our denomination, our con-

gregation enters 2020 with its integrity and foundations intact. Our music program re-

mains strong, bringing high-quality inspiration to our worship every week, topped off by 

their annual Christmas worship service that is always a highlight of the final season of the 

calendar year. Our finances, though certainly experiencing some strain related to the 

departure of several of our long-time, faithful members over the past 16 months, contin-

ue to demonstrate a solid commitment from those who remain and those who have 

joined us over the same time span. Your generosity for special offerings supporting our 

denominational missions to the world (e.g. World Communion Sunday), local non-

profits we consider ministry partners like Family Promise, Skagit Domestic Violence & 

Sexual Abuse services, in-house support like the Giving Tree and solid support of folks 

you have raised up and sent into the world - Maggie Krienen’s campus ministry in Chen-

ey, WA, and Tyler (and Neema) Satterlund’s Mawingu Project continues to be nothing 

short of miraculous!  
 

Spiritual formation remains a priority for many of us, with a number of high-quality stud-

ies offered and supported throughout the year. Although we generally prefer to keep 

those commitments to 6-8 weeks, a number of you have stepped up and are participat-

ing in much longer, deeper engagements with the book of Genesis and The Universal 

Christ. Administratively, a number of folks have accepted invitations to serve in new 

ways, allowing some of our long-serving Council members to step away and, under 

Lynnette Gerhard’s thoughtful leadership, our Staff-Parish Relations Team has been res-

urrected. Under our One Board Governance process, in which the Council functions as 

our Visioning and policy-setting resource, the Trustees and Finance Teams have accom-

plished great work, with coordination among those groups happening as needed. We are 

blessed to have a significant Endowment Fund, guided by Dennis Jones, who consults 

several other members about investment matters and is supported by several people 

who have agreed to make themselves available as signers when funds need to be made 

available. A tremendous amount of important work has been accomplished through the 

use of these funds, blessing us in a variety of ways. And, as you have seen, we have also 

been blessed by the addition of Deb Grant in the role of Faith in Action Coordinator! 
 

One of the goals of our governance model is to allow and facilitate a simple, clear path-

way for those who feel nudged to establish new ministries. We see the fruit of this pro-

cess in the important work of our Congregational Care Team, the Sisters of the Heart, 

and more recently, the twice-weekly BodyMindSpirit, founded and led by Kathleen 

Wilkes-Pierce. Sue Quick has steadfastly offered three quarterly installments of her Spir-

itual Garden series, sharing both her artistic skills and her life-wisdom. Beginning on Jan-

uary 6th, she will also facilitate monthly conversations on self-care. Mary Downing and  
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(Pastor’s Corner continued) 
 

Donna Freiman, along with a team of workers like Clark Pierce, Leo Rivas and Katrina Dukepoo have provided lov-

ing care for our building and grounds, attending to both everyday tasks and special projects that are beyond what 

we can afford to hire out. These new offerings in no way replace the on-going work of our card-writing team, the 

UMW, Men’s group, or those who volunteer their time to prepare these monthly newsletters for mailing. 
 

And this long list of strengths and resources bringing us into a new year and decade would be incomplete without 

acknowledgement of the many gifts and great dedication of our staff. Sue Erickson not only accomplishes an amazing 

number of tasks each week, but also presents an honestly welcoming presence to every single person who walks 

through our doors or calls during the hours she is here, which often exceed the ones for which she is paid. Ashleigh 

Jacobson engages the children in her care with warmth and the skills she has built up through her studies and work 

in other places. Jung Jang brings a level of professionalism and skills that lead people to ask how we managed to find 

him, and that’s even before he stands up and shares his amazing tenor voice. Deb Grant hit the ground running in 

her new position, bringing her long history in both this congregation and Mount Vernon to bear as she develops 

new ministry partnerships and helps us strengthen established ones. And then there are the Floreses! Both Lori, as 

our Treasurer and Children and Family Ministries Coordinator, and Chris, as our Janitor, provide SO much more 

than we do or could pay them for! Lori’s name quickly surfaces any time a question arises about either people or 

programs from years past, or the many “where are …?” ones, and our biggest regular events – the Easter Egg Hunt 

and VBS – are ones she pulls off year after year, coordinating with our event partners and the crew of necessary 

volunteers for months before they occur. Chris has acted as both janitor and maintenance person since he came on 

board, extending the reach of the Trustees with his many gifts and broad range of knowledge and experience. 
 

The danger of lifting up the strengths of our congregation is that I will inevitably miss some, like Sharon Minor’s 

faithful work with our Sunday school, VBS and other children’s programming, or the way Linda Cook and Sue Erick-

son support our early worship service by sharing their musical gifts, Nancy McKeown’s faithful stewardship of our 

communion elements, and the crew that keeps our huge lawns mowed.  
 

So, for those who worry that we are a failing church, I can only say look around you. There is evidence in every di-

rection of the mighty work being done by the Holy Spirit in and through this congregation! I am not only hopeful 

but completely confident that God has plans for us, individually and as a congregation, that are far from completed. 

My prayers for us always begin with thanksgiving and praise, and I am excited to witness the amazing things the One 

will accomplish in and through us in 2020 and beyond.  
 

Happy New Year and blessings!  
   

Pastor Terry 

 FINANCIAL REPORT   
November 2019 

  Income   Expense 

Regular Account  $ 36,597.78 $21,341.12 

Special Accounts   $   1,264.18 $     700.63 

Memorial Accounts  $      0   $      0 
 

We took in more than we spent in November and  were able to pay all of our bills and our Conference apportion-

ments.  Thank you so much for your continued support of the ministries of the church. 
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Thank You from the Card Ministry 
 

Dear church family, 
 

Thank you so much for your contributions of beautiful greeting cards and stamps.  We appreciate it so much!  We 

are finding that our supply of stamps is getting low, and, if you are so inclined, we would appreciate receiving dona-

tions of stamps.  It is a joy to remember you on special occasions and also when it is important to just let you know 

we are thinking of you.  

Thank You! 
Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for your very generous Christmas gift to each of the church staff members. We  feel the love ex-

pressed in this gift and are so grateful. 

Happy New Year, 

Pastor Terry, Sue Erickson, Debbie Grant, Jung Jang, Lori Flores, Chris Flores, and Ashleigh Jacobson 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Merry Christmas! Warm wishes to you and your families this holiday. I just 

wanted to say a heartfelt thank you to each of you for your wonderful support 

of me and our ministry here at Eastern Washington University. Thank you for 

your faithful prayers. They have definitely had an impact on our ministry.  
 

I have exciting news to share with you all! We are starting a weekly disciple-

ship class for our students next quarter. The heart of this class is to teach our 

students practical skills for making disciples and sharing about Jesus here on 

campus. It’s so exciting! Currently, we have 11 students signed up for class, 

and several more are planning to sign up! Almost our entire ministry is going to be taking this class, which is abso-

lutely incredible. Would you continue to pray with me that the Lord will use this class to help our students develop 

a missional heart and start seeing EWU’s campus as a place to share Jesus? 
 

I also had the honor of teaching the message at our last Tuesday Fellowship of the quarter. I taught our students 

about the importance of being intentional with their time over break. I also taught them how to make a plan to 

spend daily time with Jesus in order to grow in their faith over break. Will you please pray with me that the Lord 

helps them stay faithful to their plans during break? Pray that our students get a good chance to rest and come back 

ready to learn how to be disciples of Jesus.  
 

I am praying for you all. I love this church family and I am committed to praying for you as part of my support team. 

If there is anything specific I can be praying for you, please let me know. You can contact me at Mag-

gie@XAEastern.com or at 360-630-8393.  
 

Blessings, 
 

Maggie Krienen 

Campus Missionary  

Eastern Washington University  



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 

Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-

tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Services Directory 
 

Did you know that the church put together a directory of who to call when you need a particular service? The last 

time it was revised was in 2011 and it’s about time we update it. If you have a particular business or person you 

recommend for various services like appliance repair, house cleaning, computer service, electrician, financial plan-

ning, general contractor, to name a few. please email the church office with your reference. This reference should 

include company name, person to contact, address, phone number and any notes about the service you wish to 

include. 

“Undie Sunday” 
 

Take a moment to imagine that you’ve been displaced, no home, no shelter, cold and hungry, wearing what little 

outerwear you can find—-but NO underwear! Here’s how our MVFUMC family can help. “Undie Sunday” kickoff 

begins Sunday, January 19th and runs through Sunday, February 16th, UMW Board members invite you to gift new 

packages of underwear for men, women, and children...for the women and children, a mix of colors, sizes, and 

styles are requested, and for men, a mix of boxers or briefs in a variety of sizes are requested (all MUST be new in 

original packaging). The “Undie Sunday” donation box will be located in the narthex.  

 
 

United Methodist Women Monthly Meeting 
 

UMW’s Potluck Lunch Meeting will be Wednesday, February 19th and will highlight guest speaker, Tina Tate, Exec-

utive Director for Friendship House to present their mission and purpose of helping to meet the needs of dis-

placed persons. UMW Board members invite our entire church family to join us at this dynamic February meeting 

in Sprague Hall where we’ll present our donation to Friendship House. More information will be forthcoming in 

our weekly emails and bulletins. For questions or comments, please contact UMW Social Action Coordinator 

Kathleen Wilkes-Pierce at kathleenwp66@gmail.com or by phone to the church office at 360/424-3628. 

Stepping into Self-care in 2020 
 

Moving from Christmas to the New Year, heading for the day and season of Epiphany (a moment of sudden revela-

tion or insight), we would be well-served by taking some time to pause, catch our breath, and replenish ourselves. 

Luckily, we will have some guidance and assistance available, as Sue Quick, with support from Pastor Terry and 

Dennie Sherman, will be facilitating monthly conversations about self-care on the 1st Monday of each month at 1 

pm in the Bride’s room throughout 2020, beginning on January 6th. An evening group is possible, depending on de-

mand. Contact Sue Quick, 415-809-9430, sue.z.quick@gmail.com, for more information. 

UMW Cookie Sale 
Thank you to all who donated cookies, craft items and attic treasures!  Thank you to all who worked putting out 

cookies, cashiering and cleaning up!  And a big “Thank You” to all who shopped our annual cookie sale plus!  The 

UMW netted just over $1200.00 from our sale!  This money helps us to pay our annual Pledge to Mission to our 

Conference UMW.  These funds support women, youth and children in a number of ways.  The funds also help us 

support local charities including Neighbors in Need, Friendship House, Community Kitchen, Skagit Domestic Vio-

lence, Community Action and others. 

Thanks Again! 
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Financial News 
 

Your finance team met on December 4th, & we continued our preliminary planning for next year.  The Church 

Council has informed us that the salary for our Faith In Action coordinator will be covered by endowment funds.  

They also strongly encouraged us to go ahead with the staff salary increases the SPR team recommended.  This is in 

response to the awareness that our staff has not had an increase in awhile, and some of them would be getting rais-

es due to the minimum wage going up by law.  Also, we recognize that we need to keep our salaries at a level that 

will interest quality candidates when we need to replace our current treasurer/Family Ministries coordinator and 

custodian, as Lori & Chris Flores have alerted us to their plans to move in the near future. 
 

We also celebrated the congregation's outstanding response to our request for a boost in giving so we could end 

2019 in the black.  As I write this, it appears you came through with flying colors (or should I say extra dollars!)  In 

addition, the response to added requests for poinsettias, the Giving Tree, and the staff appreciation gift has been so 

generous.  We truly are grateful to each of you who stretched a bit to make all this possible. 
 

We are still receiving pledges for this next year, so we will have a better idea where we stand at our next meeting 

on January 8th.  If you haven't turned in your pledge sheet, you still have time.  End of the year financial giving state-

ments will be available early in 2020.  As always, if you have any questions or concerns about our church's finances, 

please feel free to contact Lori Flores, as our Treasurer, or me, as the Finance chairperson. 
 

Blessings to all of you! 

Barbara del Bosque 

Dinners for Eight 
 

Starting January 5th, and for the next two Sundays, there will be a sign-up sheet in the church narthex for those in-

terested in participating in this annual delightful, social experience.  For those of you who are new to the church or 

not familiar with this event, here is how it works:  People sign up to participate, and those willing to host so indicate.  

Everyone is then placed in groups of 6 – 8, depending on how many folks sign up.  Everyone is notified of the groups 

they have been assigned to, joining with different people for each group.  The designated host provides the location, 

either their home, or if they prefer, the church.  They provide the main course, and then contact the others in their 

group to fill out their dinner menu with a salad, a vegetable dish, rolls, dessert, etc.  This is not meant to be a gour-

met meal, but rather an unstressful time to enjoy getting to know other folks from our church.  If you are NOT a 

cook, it is perfectly fine to pick up something from a deli or bakery!  (It's also not necessary to have a Home & Gar-

den picture perfect house!)  The first set of groups will hold their dinner at a mutually agreeable date between Feb-

ruary 1st and March 15th.  Then everyone is shuffled into second groups, & the second set of dinners occurs between 

March 16th & April 30th.  If you have transportation challenges, please don't let that stop you from signing up!  Just let 

me know, & arrangements can be made.  This event always brings rave reviews from those who participate, so I re-

ally encourage everyone to sign up, especially if you are new to our church.  Questions?  Give me a call. 
 

Barbara del Bosque 

(360) 424-6494 

Genesis Bible Study Resumes 
 

We will resume our study on Sunday, January 5th at 9:15 a.m. or Tuesday, January 7th, at 1:30 p.m.  We should 

wrap up our study before the Lenten season.  We took a short break so that some of our group could participate 

in the Advent study.  It has been interesting to see the similarities between the Joseph of Genesis and Joseph, the 

father of Jesus.  Each lesson is self-contained, so why not make a New Year's resolution to increase your Bible 

knowledge & join one of these groups for study & fellowship? 

mailto:sue.z.quick@gmail.com
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 BIRTHDAYS 
 

1/7  Bill Burress 

 

1/10  Cheryl Bishop 

  Evan Repplier 

  Jacinda Matson Herring 

   

1/11  Lois Yale 

          Hollis Spitler 

 

1/12  Sharon Minor 

 

1/13  Anne Lundquist 

  Dee Brown 

  Claire Miller 

   

1/14    Lisa Agard 

 

1/15 Kurtis Scoby 

 

1/18  Randy Rabenstein 

  Roxanne Romanelli 

  Clark Pierce 

 

1/19  Amy Flores 

     

1/21  Delores Sward 

  Brent Thompson 

  Jacob Eastman 

  Abigail Thompson 

  

1/24  Kelli Walker 

  

1/25  Chris Cooper 

 

1/26 Yank Belisle 

  Kathy Dean 

  Jennifer Ruhland 

 

1/29  Adelicia Newall 

 

1/31 Bob Hallberg 

   
 

 

January
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

      1  Happy New Year!

5  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
4:00 pm Girl Scout Cookie 

Sale Training 

6  
10:00 am SPRC meeting 
1:00 pm Self-care Support 

Group 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:30 pm Universal Christ 

Book Study 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony 

Chorale 

7  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts & Den 

Meetings 

8  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 

Glen 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 
7:00 pm Finance Meeting

12  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Youth Group 

13  
1:30 pm Congregational 

Care Team 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:30 pm Universal Christ 

Book Study 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony 

Chorale 

14  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Scouts and Cubs 

Committee Meeting 

15  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 

Glen 
12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and meeting

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

19  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 

20  
10:00 am UMW Executive 

Board Meeting 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:30 pm Universal Christ 

Book Study 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony 

Chorale 

21  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Scouts and Cub 

Dens 

22  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 

Glen 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

26  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 

27  
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:30 pm Universal Christ 

Book Study 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony 

Chorale 

28  
10:00 am Sisters of the 

Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Scout Pack Meeting 

29  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   

1/8  Bill and Darnell Burress  

 

1/25 Leo and Sharon  

  Waldschmidt 

 
 

January 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Happy New Year! 2  
9:30 am Quilters 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

3  4  

10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 

 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 
Finance Meeting 

9  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
11:30 am Universal Christ 

Book Study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

10  
6:00 pm Girl Scout Over-

night 

11 Girl Scout Overnight 

10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 

 
12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and meeting 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

16  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
9:30 am Quilters 
11:30 am Universal Christ 

Book Study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

42259 
6:00 pm GS WW Leaders 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

17  18  
8:30 am Church Council 

Meeting 

10:00 am Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain 

 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

23  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
11:30 am Universal Christ 

Book Study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

24  
6:00 pm Boy Scout Over-

nighter 

25      Boy Scout  

        Overnighter 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

30  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
11:30 am Universal Christ 

Book Study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

42259 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

31    


