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Snowflakes are kisses from 

heaven. 
 

-Unknown 

  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry Hall 
 
 
 

³Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  
  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

JANUARY 2019 

BIBLE READINGS 
FOR THE MONTH 

 
January 6  
Epiphany Sunday 
Luke 4:13-21� 
 
January 13 
/XNH����-��� 
 
January 20 
Matthew 25:24-30� 
 
January 27 
Acts 16:6-15� 

 Are God’s plans being fulfilled in and through us? 
 

This is something I have done for years, usually in a much more personal and private 
manner; in the dark days when one year is about to step aside to make room for anoth-
er - a seasoned, somewhat dented up version making way for one that is shiny and un-
tested – I ponder things in my heart, reflecting, mostly, on some version of this question. 
First in line for consideration every time are The Failings and Shortcomings, crowding 
around and shouting for attention, eager to be noted and properly regretted. I really 
don’t know when this all started, but I remember that by the mid 1990’s I had begun to 
experience it as something of a spiritual exercise, although my ponderings extended well 
beyond anything church-like. I reviewed, quite unconsciously mind you, the contours of 
my dearest, most precious relationships: husband…father…son…brother…friend…co-
worker…neighbor…church member…fledgling Christ-follower. Now, that sentence 
gives a false impression of order and separation, when the truth was more like a multi-
dimensional swirl of inter-connected webs of life, with a great deal of blending and blur-
ring, especially around overlapping roles like husband/son/father and friend/fledgling 
Christ-follower. I suspect that I may not be alone in such musings, and I want to invite 
you into the process, both individually and in regard to what we do as a congregation, 
offering some questions to get us started. 
 

Do you have a sense of how the Divine Image is shaped within you; how it, in turn, 
molds and defines you, shines out of you? How are you cooperating with God’s efforts 
to not only surround your life, but be embedded in it, a formative force that is translated 
into particular expressions through the combination of opportunities plus your recogni-
tion of and response to them? I’ve never been interested in “New Year’s Resolutions,” 
given my lifelong tendency to find new interests and pathways with nearly every step, 
but that is not to say I don’t have expectations for myself and the time/space I have the 
privilege of occupying. Over the past 3 decades, my language for all of this has become 
more and more rooted in the Source of All Being, and I am increasingly focused on how 
our shared lives match up with God’s call on each of us and the combined impact we are 
making in the world. I’ve had a chance to hear a portion of many of your stories regard-
ing how you found your way here to this physical and spiritual space, and since I don’t 
much believe in coincidences, am tickled by the array of paths we all had to follow to be 
part of this particular whole! Our combined skills and life experiences offer an astonish-
ing sea of possibilities, much of which I believe still awaits assembly. My observation is 
that when people come together in a context that allows for more than polite con-
versation, God’s plans awaken in us under the influence of honest, deep communica-
tion and relationship, as we discover shared passions for change, improvement, real 
justice and fairness - compassion aroused by direct contact with the deep injuries of 
systems of indifference or intentional prejudice and domination.  
 

(continued next page) 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Page 2 

(Pastor’s Corner continued) 
 

So what’s your sense of how we are doing together? I’m not asking about your level of happiness or comfort with 
the number of hymns we sing on Sunday mornings, whether the screen adds to or detracts from your worship ex-
perience, or whether you wish your pastor would wear a robe every week. While I get that those are all real things, 
I hope we can agree that they are inconsequential compared to what God is hoping for from us. God is investing 
divine glory in each of us and watching to see whether we bury it away for safekeeping or set it loose in our lives 
and community. Right now, it seems to me that our greatest need is for leaders; folks who will not only help out 
but take a turn at the helm. It may be that we are in a season of fallow in this particular area; there is certainly plen-
ty of Holy Breath breezing Life among us. But I think we all know that leaderless groups tend to be minimally effec-
tive at best, and prone to slow, quiet wispy deaths, entirely unlike the bold, spirited life to which we are called.  
 

So, as we close out 2018 and slide into 2019, my prayers glide between thanksgiving, acknowledging the many evi-
dences of Life here, and petition, seeking those in whom dreams will be awakened. Neither Moses nor Joshua led 
the people who became Israel from bondage to freedom, but both assumed the mantel of sharing God’s plans in 
such a way that others could make the journey, contributing their gifts and skills along the way. They were not per-
fect in their translations of the Divine Will, and there is no reason think we will be either. But as we all know, it 
takes more energy to start moving than to adjust our compasses while underway, so my central prayer for the com-
ing year is that we will talk together more frequently and at great depth, will commit to actually praying together 
and responding boldly to the answers we feel nudged toward!  Pastor Terry 

Finance Committee Report 
 

THANK YOU, thank you, thank you!  What a warm, generous congregation we are!  I continue to be amazed at 
your willing response to the needs presented to you.  This last Sunday our church presented Tyler & Neema Satter-
lund with a check for $1,641.52 for the Mawingu Project in Africa.  How amazing!  Most of us will never be mission-
aries in a foreign country, but through the church, we can respond to the needs all around the world and here at 
home.  Dollars continue to come in for the Giving Tree for needy families in our own church.  The response to the 
Staff Appreciation gift has been great, as is fitting for our amazing staff.  We will give you final totals after the end of 
the year.  Praise God, we are able to end this year with all of our bills paid, and some money to carry over into the 
new year. 
 

Our pledge drive is almost done, but it's not too late to turn in your pledge if you have not yet done so.  Or, if it's 
easier, you can just call either Lori Flores (Treasurer) at church or Barbara del Bosque (Finance) at (360) 424-6494 
and give your pledge over the phone.  Remember, a pledge is not a legally binding document.  It is just your estimate 
of what you hope to give in 2019.  It helps your Finance Team have some sense of the resources they will have to 
work with in the new year. 
 

The good news is that at this time we are very close to the amount pledged in 2018!  The bad news is that we need 
to pick up enough extra to cover 20% of the two salaries we have been funding totally through the Endowment 
Fund (Faith in Action Coordinator and Music Director).  These two positions are both so crucial to who we are as 
a church - - - both in outreach and worship.  Perhaps each of us could share just a little bit extra each month.  Jesus 
calls us to give back a portion of the many gifts God has given us.  But we are not just called to give generously, but 
sacrificially.  What would you be willing to give up in 2019?  Remember, it is not just about giving to the church.  
More significantly, it is about giving to God in gratitude. 
 

Again, thank you for your faithfulness in 2018.    —   Barbara del Bosque 
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Faith in Action 
 

LOVE, INC:  Thank you for your generous donations of toiletries and diapers to Love, INC.  Again for 2019 we 
will keep the collection box in the narthex as the need does not go away following the holidays but is a continuing 
need for what Love, INC. refers to as the “working poor”.  These are people who are doing their best to earn a 
living and support their families but are not earning a living wage and rely on food stamps to help put food on the 
table.  Unfortunately, food stamps do not cover items such as shampoo, laundry detergent, dish soap, toilet paper, 
paper towels, body wash/soap, toothpaste, and especially needed diapers in the 2, 3, and 4 sizes. 

 
 
 
GIVING TREE:  Zulma and Kay had the great pleasure of delivering the 
Christmas presents and gift cards to several of MVFUMC’s families.   It was 
a time of joy and gratitude for the generosity of our church family in provid-
ing the presents and monetary donations to provide a holiday meal for each 
of the families. 

Homelessness 
 

We all see them, with their possessions and pets  on bikes, in shopping carts or on their backs - homeless people in 
doorways,  holding signs at off ramps, walking through the rain… and we wonder, “ How can we help?” 
 

For the past three and a half years our congregation has generously supported Family Promise.  Our members have 
cooked meals, slept on airbeds for 91 nights, listened patiently, given cookies, clothes, cash and prayers.  In that 
time our county wide organization has placed more than 40 families with children in stable housing as well as pre-
venting eviction for more than twice that number.  Now the local chapter also  operates two group residences:  
Promise House where families in transition into independence and Grace House which shelters mothers and in-
fants.    

If you would like to DO SOMETHING about the growing problem we can see daily in our community as well as on 
the news broadcasts, consider supporting Family Promise.  We will again host families this month ( January 27 – 
February 3 2019)   To find out more contact Carolyn Gregg at (360) 424-7453, (360) 391-0288 or 
cgregg@valleyint.com 

Thank You! 
Dear Church Family, 
 

Thank you for your very generous Christmas gift to each of the church staff members. We  feel the love ex-
pressed in this gift and are so grateful. 

Happy New Year, 
Pastor Terry, Sue Erickson, Kay Martin, Jung Jang, Lori Flores, Chris Flores, and Ashleigh Jacobson 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-
tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Dinners for Eight Coming in 2019 
 

Once again in the New Year we will have sign up sheets available for Dinners for Eight.  If you are new to the 
church and don't know about this annual event, let me take a moment to introduce you to this wonderful social 
opportunity.  People sign up to attend, those who are able and have a home big enough check off that they can 
host, and then folks are placed in groups of 8.  There is a gathering for a meal and socializing in February/March.  
Then everyone is scrambled into new groups, and there is a second get together in March/April.  These are strictly 
for fun and have been a huge success over the years.  The host, in consultation with their group, selects the date 
and time, and usually provides the main course.  Everyone else brings a dish per the host's instructions (salad, veg-
gie, bread, dessert, etc.)  We especially encourage those who live alone to take advantage of this chance to share a 
meal.  Please don't use difficulty in transportation as your reason to not sign up!  We can usually make accommo-
dations for just about anything.  So be watching in January for these sign up sheets placed in the narthex! 

Special General Conference – an invitation to conversation 
 

In 2016, the Council of Bishops called for the Commission on a Way Forward (COWF) to prayerfully develop a 
path by which the United Methodist Church could live into an understanding of unity that would balance our his-
torical mandates to be faithful to God’s teaching and Self-revelation, as discerned in Holy Scripture, read through 
the lenses of tradition, reason and experience, and to allow faithful people to worship and engage in holy work 
without being required to agree on every detail of that discernment. The COWF completed their work earlier 
this year, and a Special General Conference – the top law-making body of the UMC – is scheduled for Feb. 23-26, 
2019, in St. Louis.  
 

While local congregations have no role in this stage of the process, the process is bound to have seismic impacts 
on our denomination. We can be sure the press, in all its forms, will be tuned into the proceedings in February, 
and, sadly, are likely to show more interest in moments of conflict than of unity. Social media has already started 
spinning up, attempting to promote one or another of the 3 proposals to be considered, and sadly, there will no 
doubt be plenty of loud voices declaring who is and is not a ‘true’ Christian. So, what can you do? Pray for 
the delegates to the General Conference, our denomination, and our congregation, and explore 
not only the text of the proposals but also information about the process, context and history that 
led to this moment. 
 

Over 50% of all the adult members of our congregation participated in the studies of the book, The Anatomy of 
Peace, which was used by the COWF as the foundation for their conversations and work, and on January 20th 
(Human Relations Sunday), during an extended Fellowship Time, we will offer a chance for those 
interested to talk about what all this means for us. We won’t be viewing any videos promoting one 
plan over the others, and we have no decision to make as a congregation. The aim will be to be well-
informed, to hear one another’s hopes and fears for our denominational future in a safe, respectful manner, while 
practicing the much-needed skills of real listening and conversation. Following are some links to places online 
where you can find information about the 3 proposals that have been forward to the 800+ delegates to that Spe-
cial General Conference, and we will print out some copies of the proposals themselves in early January for those 
who do not use computers.  
http://www.interpretermagazine.org/topics/called-general-conference-set-for-2019 
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/the-commission-on-a-way-forward-report-what-you-should-know 
Full explanation of process, proposals and likely impacts on finances and other areas of shared mis-
sion and responsibility: 
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_Properties/council-of-bishops/news_and_statements/
documents/Way_Forward_Report_-_Final_-_ENGLISH.pdf 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   
November 2018 

  Income   Expense 
Regular Account  $ 24,545.15 $21,813.36 
Special Accounts   $   3,322.38 $  8,575.02 
Memorial Accounts  $      100.00 $  1,000.00 
 

We took in more than we spent in November and  were able to pay all of our bills and our Conference apportion-
ments.  Thank you so much for your continued support of the ministries of the church. 

In the Beginning — And What It Means for Us 
 

Many of us are vaguely familiar with Bible stories and characters, but have never really intentionally studied the Old 
Testament.  And where is the best place to begin?  Why, In the Beginning, of course!  Starting Sunday, January 13th, at 
9:15 am, we will begin a new study of the first book of the Bible, Genesis, using the Serendipity Bible.  The same class 
will be repeated at 1:30 on Tuesday, January 15th.  That way if you miss the Sunday class, you can catch up on Tues-
day.  If you know you will be gone on Tuesday you can plan ahead and come on Sunday.  Both classes will meet in 
the Conference Room in the office. Serendipity Bibles will be available, and we will also use some supplemental mate-
rial.  In addition to learning more about some of the early Bible stories, we will learn how this information is relevant 
to our lives today.  There will be time to share our faith journeys and support one another.  Come join us each 
week, or come when you can, as each lesson is self contained.  The journey begins!      - - - Barbara del Bosque 

Endowment Fund 
 

As we have some new folks to our church, I thought it might be a good time to introduce them to this amazing fund 
we have.  Also, some of us need some clarification regarding this fund, as I have heard several comments lately that 
showed the speaker misunderstood the fund. 
 

The endowment fund was started when the church sold the north property where Alpine Ridge currently stands.  
Anticipating a large sum from this sale (over $200,000) and not wanting it to just be placed in the regular budget, the 
church decided to start an endowment fund.  Mike Minor, Elvin Haley, and I were tasked with this job.  We recog-
nized that if the money just went into a regular account, in a few years it would be gone, with little to show for it. 
 

The rules that were drawn up were OUR rules, (meaning our church), not rules placed upon us by the conference 
or any other body.  As such, we as a church can change those rules if and when we deem it is necessary.  Our first 
goal was to work at building up the endowment fund.  Therefore, in the early years, we had very strict limits on 
spending this money. 
 

However, after a long time period and thanks to a very substantial gift from one individual's estate, the endowment 
fund grew significantly.  At the same time, our membership became smaller, like so many mainline churches.  We 
were not always able to do the things we wanted to do to have an active church and ministry.  When we heard hor-
ror stories about churches closing with million dollar endowment funds, which then just had to be distributed, we 
realized we might need to rethink our rules.  We did not want this to happen to our church.  After consultation with 
both Mike and Elvin, and receiving their blessing, we began to more aggressively use the endowment funds.  During 
the past few years, thanks to the flourishing stock market, we have been able to make major improvements to our 
facility (skylight and oven replacements, a new building for both storage and the Scouts to use, repairs and remodel-
ing, etc.) as well as launching two new staff positions. 
 

The stock market is due for a downturn, so the Church Council would like to see us rely less on the endowment 
fund in the near future.  They are encouraging us to try to pick up 20% of the two staff positions through our regular 
budget.  It's a challenge, but one that we need to meet for the future health of the endowment fund.  A huge thank 
you to Dennis Jones for his faithful reporting on the status of this fund. 
 

If you have any questions, please feel free to talk to me, Dennis Jones, or Pastor Terry. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Barbara del Bosque 
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 BIRTHDAYS 
 

1/7  Bill Burress 
 
1/10  Cheryl Bishop 
  Evan Repplier 
  Jacinda Matson Herring 
   
1/11  Lois Yale 
          Hollis Spitler 
 
1/12  Sharon Minor 
 
1/13  Anne Lundquist 
  Dee Brown 
  Claire Miller 
   
1/14    Lisa Agard 
 
1/15 Kurtis Scoby 
 
1/18  Randy Rabenstein 
  Roxanne Romanelli 
  Clark Pierce 
 
1/19  Amy Flores 
  
1/20  Lester Bradford 
     
1/21  Delores Sward 
  Brent Thompson 
  Jacob Eastman 
  Abigail Thompson 
  
1/24  Kelli Walker 
  
1/25  Chris Cooper 
 
1/26 Yank Belisle 
  Kathy Dean 
  Jennifer Ruhland 
 
1/29  Adelicia Newall 
 
1/31 Bob Hallberg 
   
 
 

January
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Sunday Schedule 
8:30 am Worship with Com-

munion 
9:00 am Children's Choir 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Little Church and Sun-

day School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Piano Class 
  

  � 
  

 

�  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

���(SLSKDQ\�6XQGD\ 
  
See Sunday Schedule above 
  
12:30 pm Youth Group 

�  �  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Awaiting the Already 

Class 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 
  

�  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
6:00 pm NAMI Education
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Finance Meeting
7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063 

��  
  
See Sunday Schedule above 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
  

��  
10:00 am UMW Executive Board 

Meeting 
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 
1:30 pm Congregational Care 

Team 

��  
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm  Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm  Boy Scouts 

��  
12:00 pm UMW Luncheon and 

meeting 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

����Special Conversation 
���during Coffee Hour 
  
See Sunday Schedule above 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
12:30 pm Youth Group 

��  
  

��  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am  Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm  Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm  Boy Scouts 

��  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063 

�� Family Promise 
  
See Sunday Schedule above 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
  

�� Family Promise 
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 
  

�� Family Promise 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm  Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm  Boy Scouts 

�� Family Promise
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
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 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   
1/8  Bill and Darnell Burress  
 
1/25 Leo and Sharon  
  Waldschmidt 
 
 

January 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Staff Meeting 
�  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
9:30 am Quilters 
  

�  �  

Staff Meeting 
NAMI Education 
Chancel Choir 
Finance Meeting 
Girl Scout Troop 

 

��  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

��  ��  

UMW Luncheon and 
meeting 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 

��  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
9:30 am Quilters 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
6:00 pm GSWW Leaders 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

��  
6:30 pm Boy Scout Overnighter 

����Boy Scout Overnighter 
until noon 

1:30 pm Girl Scout Cookie 
Rally 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 
Girl Scout Troop 

 

��  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

��  ��  

Family Promise 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 

�� Family Promise 
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

    


