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  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry Hall 

 
 
 

“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  
  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

JANUARY 2017 

BIBLE READINGS 
FOR THE MONTH 

 
 

January 1 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Mathew 2:1-12  
 

January 8 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43 
Matthew 3:13-17 
 

January 15 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 40:1-11 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 
John 1:29-42  
 

January 22 
Isaiah 9: 1-4 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23  
 

January 29 
Micah 6:1-8 
Psalm 15  
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 

 
 
 

 
 
BIG BANGS AREN’T BORING. Dinosaurs aren’t boring. Coral reefs aren’t boring. Elephants 
aren’t boring. Hummingbirds aren’t boring. And neither are little kids. Evolution isn’t boring … 
And God, whatever God is must not be boring, either, because God’s creation is so amazingly, 
wonderfully, surprisingly fascinating. The first and greatest surprise— a miracle, really— is 

this: that anything exists at all, and that we get to be part of it. 
 

McLaren, Brian D. (2014-06-10). We Make the Road by Walking: A Year-Long Quest 
for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation, and Activation (Kindle Locations 200-201). 

FaithWords. Kindle Edition. 
 

In the beginning … the stories our faith ancestors told around campfires were anything 
but boring. They were enlivening and mysterious, filled with outrageous claims that 
there was A God (well, this one took a long time to catch on) and that God created 
everything not out of anger or death or in an effort to gain control of the universe, but 
simply for the joy of creating. And the act of creation was not a matter of rearranging 
pre-existing material in new ways, but a process of speaking matter into being, in an 
orderly way that suggested a plan being enacted. One of the things I love about the first 
chapter of Genesis is the obvious heartbeat at the core of it, embedded in the telling 
… the breath being taken in and let out – there was morning and evening a new day - 

each time leaving new wonders that are only beginning to be revealed.  
 

When Dennie and I were dating in San Diego, we had a favorite place to visit the ocean 
at night where we could sit on huge rocks and watch the waves begin to take shape, 
roll toward us while building to the tipping point, then rush to the moment of collision 
on the base or our eons-old seats. Sometimes a bit of spray would reach us, but most 
of the time it rose up in a misty celebration of completing its previously uninhibited 
passage across the greatest expanse on our planet. We could feel the power of it – 
nearly-unstoppable force encountering almost-immovable object – and it felt like the 
primordial CPR that instigated life so very, very long ago. The experience was made all 
the more awe-inspiring when the clouds disappeared and the heavens shown in their 
sparkling, twinkling, or moon-filled beauty. We could not resist inserting ourselves into 
the story by acting the role of play-by-play announcers and Olympic judges, first calling 
attention to a particular wave and then rating its impact on the shore and our enjoy-

ment. We were part of something magnificent! 
 

All too often we miss the power, majesty and mystery of our faith stories by reading 
them dryly, without first entering into prayer. Prayer is the natural companion of scrip-
ture reading and study; like a fine beverage – be it coffee, wine or icy cold water – 
makes a meal even more enjoyable and digestible, prayer opens us to the movement of 

the Sprit that is essential to breathe new life into these ancient tales. .  
(continued next page) 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   
November 2016 

  Income   Expense 
Regular Account  $17,639.05  $19,187.54 
Special Accounts   $    785.50  $  3,076.16 
Memorial Accounts  $      50.00  $   -0- 
 

We spent more in November  than we took in but,  we were able to pay all of our bills and our Conference 
apportionments.  Thank you so much for your continued support of the ministries of the church. 
 

If you have not had a chance to turn in a pledge card for 2017, it is not too late.  There are pledge cards on 
the table in the Narthex or you can contact the church office for one. 

Senior Ministry 
 

Our first Seniors Ministry meeting of the new year will be on Sunday, January 15th.  We have the privilege of 
having Kim Gallagher as our guest speaker.  Kim is a pharmaceutical consultant.  She will be talking with us about 
prescriptions and over the counter medicines.  She will warn us about things to avoid with certain medicines and 
medicines that should not be taken in combination with other medicines.  While she can not speak to specific 
individual problems, she will be available for general questions.  She is also available for hire for a one hour con-
sultation.  This meeting should be helpful in terms of general information.  As always when we have a guest 
speaker, I hope there will be a good turnout.  (I am more concerned than usual as this is a 3-day weekend.) 
Please plan on attending!  While our meetings are geared for seniors, this information would be helpful for any-
one, and all are welcome.  Following the 10:30 worship service, grab a cup of coffee & a snack & head on down 

to the Rees Room.  See you on the 15th! 

(Pastor’s Corner continued) 
 

It is so easy to forget these are OUR stories, not only because they have been handed down from/by our spiritu-
al ancestors, but also because the story continues and we are now at the center of it. We face the same chal-
lenges and temptations, the same opportunities and delights, day in and day out as Adam and Eve, Abraham, Mo-

ses and David … even Jesus and Paul 
Sure, the adornments have changed and our versions vary even across the spectrum of our congregation, but 
the core and essence of who we are called to be and what that looks like in any given moment are consistent 

across time and space. 
 

May 2017 be a year of wonder and discovery for each of us as we choose to humble ourselves before the im-
menseness of what we don’t know, the better to move ever closer to our very best versions, the version of 
each us God always sees and pronounces as “Very Good!” Happy New Year! Make it a great one, what-

ever you may experience!      
Pastor Terry 
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Volunteer Opportunities within our Community 

Here are several ways you can reach out and serve needs within our own community. If you 
are interested in finding out more information about any of these opportunities, please con-
tact Kay Martin at kay@mvfumc.org or 360-770-1701.  Let’s get out and show our commu-

nity the love of Jesus through our actions. 
 

SPOT House Cleaner 
Daily:  Individual or with a partner 
The SPOT House- 830 S. Spruce Street, Burlington 
 

The SPOT house in Burlington serves as an office, cat/dog adoption center, and meeting 
place.   As such the house supports the fostering ‘parents’ and other volunteer work.  It 

needs cleaning on a regular basis and may be done by a team of two. 
 

Friendship House – GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 
One Time Group Event – Friendship House 1008 S. 3rd Street, Mount Vernon 
  

Sponsor, cook, and serve the evening meal in the Café 
You buy the food, cook in your kitchen or their new state-of-the-art kitchen, and serve the 
meal that evening.  You’ll receive a memorable thank you from grateful diners and share a 

meaningful group experience of being of service to others. 
 

Lead a “Bake-In” 
Have your group bake up some cookies, fudge, cake, pies or other desserts to be added to 

the lunch and dinner menus to bring a sweet touch to Friendship House’s meal service. 
 

Disaster Relief On Call Responder 
On-Going, 1 week per month, American Red Cross Serving Northwest WA – 2111 King 

Street, Bellingham 
 
On-Call Responders are volunteers who carry the DAT (Disaster Action Team) cell phone 
and are the first responders representing the American Red Cross.  Volunteers carry a pager 
for one week per month.  They are never asked to respond alone: they are always working 

under the direction of an experienced responder.  All training is provided. 
 
Driver for Food Distribution Center 
Weekdays 8 am-noon, Food Distribution Center, 236 W. Moore Street, Sedro-Woolley 
 
The Food Distribution Center (FDC) is in need of drivers to pick up/drop off food to the 
community.  Visit seniors and bring them the joy of a friendly face and a box of enriching 
food.  Must be able to work weekday mornings and lift 50 pounds.  Requirements:  Valid driv-

er’s license and current car insurance. Must be comfortable driving a box truck or van. 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-
tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Faith in Action 
 

Diapers Needed!   
According to Calista Scott at Diaper Need Awareness – Skagit, the need for diapers has reached crisis propor-
tions.   A diaper is a small thing, but it can impact big things: 

Not having diapers means parents can’t leave their children with a childcare provider, most of which require 
parents to provide disposable diapers for their children.  So parents can’t go to work to earn money. 

Not having diapers means a longer time between changes which can lead to severe diaper rash and other 
health problems. 

Not having diapers means that babies who cry because the diaper is dirty will cry that much longer increas-
ing stress for parents struggling to make ends meet. 

And not having diapers can adversely affect a mother’s feeling of self-worth as a mother, negatively impacting 
the mother-child bond. 

 

How can you help:    
1) Buy disposable diapers of any size, bring them to the church and put them in the playpen in the narthex (they 
will also accept open packages of diapers,  and diaper wipes are also suggested).    
2) Make a donation to Dollars for Diapers by writing a check to MVFUMC and putting Dollars for Diapers in 
the memo line.  As a non-profit, Diaper Need Awareness – Skagit can purchase diapers for a much lower price 

than retail.  1 in 3 families cannot afford diapers – let’s see if we can beat last year’s total of 2,012 
diapers and 3 boxes of baby wipes donated.  Contact Kay Martin (kay@mvfumc.org) if you have 

any questions.     

Sleeping Mat Team 

Team Members Barbara Jackson, Irene Williams, Linda Jones,  Sue Erickson, Nancy McKeown, 

Sue Kelder, Arvita Bonner, Lori Flores, Kay Martin, Beth Carson, Beth Collins, Debbie Haley 

(MVFUMC),  Betty Postma (Reform Church), Elaine Desmarais   (Immaculate Conception Catholic 

Church),  Alice and Dane Hansen (Bayview United Methodist Church),  Barb (Salem Lutheran 

Church) and Terri from Bellingham have been busy this past year. They have donated a total of 31 

sleeping mats in 2016: 

 Phoenix Center   3 sleeping mats 

 Friendship House  14 sleeping mats 

 Community Action   9 sleeping mats (they ordered 20) 

 Pastor Terry    1 sleeping mat 

 Holding    4 sleeping mats  

Team leader Mary Downing recommends continuing the Sleeping Mats for the homeless project in 

2017. Goals are to 

• Pick up plastic bags from Safeway, Haggens, Fred Meyer, Walmart, Walgreens, Dollar Store, 

Joann’s every week 

• E mail and phone area churches for plastic bags from members. 

• Advertise on Face book, newspapers, church bulletins, church newsletters  

• Continue to hold workshops – each month – (subject to change) 

St. Charles Catholic Church – First and Third Wednesdays @ 6:30pm 

United Methodist Church – Second and Fourth Tuesdays @ 1pm 

Location to come - First Saturday at 10am  
 

• Add crocheting and/or knitting hats and scarfs for next winter. Use donated yarn 

Excellent and faithful work Sleeping Mat Team! 
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Skagit Valley UM Youth Group 
 

 Hey all you 6th through 12th graders… grab your friends and join us for some fun, fellowship, faith-building and 
food!  Our two meeting dates for January are the 8th and the 22nd.  On January 8th we will meet from 5 pm 
to 7 pm at Mount Vernon FUMC.  On January 22nd we will be meeting at Central UMC in Sedro-Woolley.    
Any questions, contact Lori or check out the Skagit Valley UM Youth Facebook page.  

Roots & Wings 2017 
 

We hope that you will consider joining us on Saturday, 
January 28th at Marysville UMC for our Puget Sound District 
gathering.  There will be some wonderful workshops provid-
ed… something to interest everyone!  Check out the infor-
mation on the bulletin board in the Narthex.  If you have any 
questions, please talk with Lori Flores.  Hope that you will 
put this date on your calendar!!   
 

Thank You from Sarah Figaro for a Music Scholarship: 

Thank You! 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Thank you for your very generous Christmas gift to each of the church staff members. We  feel the love ex-

pressed in this gift and are so grateful. 
Happy New Year, 

Pastor Terry, Sue Erickson, Kay Martin, Lori Flores, Ashleigh Jacobson, and  Diane Almvig 
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 BIRTHDAYS 
 

1/7  Bill Burress 
 
1/10  Cheryl Bishop 
  Evan Repplier 
  Jacinda Matson Herring 
  Jessie Wiggins 
 
1/11  Lois Yale 
          Hollis Spitler 
 
1/12  Sharon Minor 
 
1/13  Anne Lundquist 
  Dee Brown 
  Claire Miller 
   
1/14    Lisa Agard 
 
1/15 Kurtis Scoby 
 
1/18  Randy Rabenstein 
  Roxanne Romanelli 
 
1/19  Amy Flores 
  
1/20  Lester Bradford 
  Hazel Blakeslee 
   
1/21  Delores Sward 
  Brent Thompson 
  Jacob Eastman 
  Abigail Thompson 
  
1/24  Kelli Walker 
  
1/25  Bernice Petrish 
   Chris Cooper 
 
1/26 Yank Belisle 
  Kathy Dean 
  Jennifer Ruhland 
 
1/29  Wayne Smith 
  Adelicia Newall 
 
1/31 Bob Hallberg 
  Wes Minor 

January
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

1   Happy New Year! 

  

9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:40 am Coffee Hour 

2  3  

9:30 am MOPS 

1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal 

4  

10:00 am Mary Downing 

Care Ministry

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

  

8  

8:30 am Worship 

9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:40 am Coffee Hour 

5:00 pm SVUM Youth 

Group 

9  

1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

10  

1:00 pm Sleeping Mat Team 

1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal 

3:30 pm G S Troop 44345 

6:30 pm NAMI 

11  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

7:00 pm Finance Meeting

15  

8:30 am Worship 

9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:40 am Coffee Hour 

12:00 pm Senior Ministries 

16  

10:00 am UMW Executive 

Board Meeting 

1:30 pm Wesleyan Circle 

17  

9:30 am MOPS 

1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal 

18  

10:00 am Crafters

12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and Meeting

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

22  

8:30 am Worship 

9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:40 am Coffee Hour 

5:00 pm SVUM Youth 

Group 

23 Deadline for Newsletter 

Articles 

1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

3:00 pm Open Door Commu-

nity Kitchen 

24  

10:00 am Worship Support 

Team 

1:00 pm Sleeping Mat Work-

shop 

1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal 

3:30 pm G S Troop 44345 

25  

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

29  

8:30 am Worship 

9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 

9:00 am Sunday School 

10:30 am Worship 

11:40 am Coffee Hour 

30  

9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 

31  

1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   

1/8  Bill and Darnell Burress  
 
1/18    Todd and Stacy Ladwig 
  
1/25 Leo and Sharon  
  Waldschmidt 
 
1/28    Bill and Anne Lundquist 

January 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

10:00 am Mary Downing - 

Care Ministry 

Staff Meeting 

Chancel Choir 

5  

8:30 am Men's Morning 

Ministry 

9:30 am Quilters 

1:30 pm Newsletter Mailing 

Day 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 

6  

6:00 pm Women's AA 

meeeting 

7  

Staff Meeting 

Chancel Choir 

Finance Meeting 

12  

8:30 am Men's Morning 

Ministry 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 

6:30 pm Girl Scouts Troop 

#44129 

13  

6:00 pm Women's AA 

meeeting 

14  

10:00 am Crafters 

12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and Meeting 

Staff Meeting 

Chancel Choir 

19  

8:30 am Men's Morning 

Ministry 

9:30 am Quilters 

2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 

20  

6:00 pm Women's AA 

meeeting 

21  

8:30 am Church Council 

Staff Meeting 

Chancel Choir 

26  

8:30 am Men's Morning 

Ministry 

1:30 pm Girl Scouts Troop 

#44129 

6:30 pm Bell Choir 

27  

6:00 pm Women's AA 

meeeting 

28 

 9 am to 3 pm 

Roots & Wings District 

Event @ Marysville UMC  

(See article in Newsletter) 

      


