
  Pastor’s Corner                       Pastor Christopher Gudger-Raines 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

The Methodist Greeter 
February 2022 

Our mission is to develop and strengthen 

disciples of Jesus Christ, building a commu-

nity that transforms the world.” 

February 6  

Communion Sunday 

Luke 5:1-11 

 

February 13  

Luke 6:17-26 

 

February 20 

Luke 6:27-38 

 

February 27 

Luke 9:28-36 

Dear Church… 
 

The Church is a training ground. The Church is a school. The Church is a practice fa-
cility for discipleship. God has a calling for your life. The Church is the place to devel-

op that calling. The Church offers companionship, accountability, and reflection on 
your calling. The Church is a place to learn about Jesus and how his teachings and 
example can guide us into meaningful and fulfilling lives. The Church is an ideal, 
too. The ways of Jesus are compassion, peace, justice, love, and hope. These are 

elusive things in any time. The Church in this scenario holds up the standard as well 
as a mirror. The standard is to love God and love others without any limitation, to 
become as deeply loving as God can make possible. The mirror is the loving remind-
er that we always have work to do to reach that standard. 
 

In our Baptismal ritual, the Baptized Christian renounces evil and declares a life-
long commitment to God. In return, at Confirmation, in order to help the Baptized 
Christian in their faith, the Church vows to “increase their faith, confirm their hope, 

and perfect them in love”. The Church is a prime source of encouragement, correc-
tion and blessing as one walks more closely with God. 
 

I lay forth this high calling for the Church to remind you of our purpose. We do not 
exist for our own sakes, but to serve our community and our world through our ser-
vice and our witness. The community ought to be better because we are in it. 
 

I also lay forth this high calling in order to call you to humility in your life. You may 
have heard that we all fall short of the glory of God. As it turns out, the glory of God 

is less about obsessing over every imperfection in our world. It has more to do with 
compassion for those who are working through the various struggles in their life, 
and discovering the work of God in them. When we are clear of our own challenges, 

we can approach fellow humans with grace, gentleness, kindness, and service. Isn’t 
that how we build the kingdom of God? 

 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Christopher     
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Lenten Book Study 

Women of the Bible: Old Testament - This 6 week study covers 6 stories of women from the Old 

Testament. The actions of these women helped shape their communities and save lives through their 

tenacity and resourcefulness. However, there were at the core ordinary women who became excep-

tional through their actions. In addition to learning about the women, the study also covers the lives 

of women in their society at the time these events were happening. I hope you join me on this jour-

ney to learn more about the women of the Old Testament. You can register for this study through 

this SignUp Genius link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4FAAAE2FAAFF2-women 
 

The book itself can be purchased through Cokesbury's website (https://www.cokesbury.com/9781649380272-

Women-of-the-Bible) or can be purchased from the church for $10. We have an initial order of 10 copies, but can 

order more if needed. If you need assistance in obtaining a book, please let me know via email: 

clynton@mvfumc.org 
 

The planned meetings are Tuesday Evenings at 5:00 PM from March 1st through April 5th via Zoom. Each meeting 

should last no more than a hour.—Clynton Easley 

Status of Scouting at the Church Update 

Dear Church… 

Many of you have inquired about the status of scouting at the church, so I want to give an update. 

In December, the Boy Scout Troop began to inquire about moving to another location. Our COVID-based clo-

sures had been quite disruptive to them. We learned eventually that they decided to move and began clearing out 

their belongings from the church building. A few weeks ago, they inquired about us releasing them from the char-

ter, to which I agreed. We are sorry to see them go but understand their needs in a difficult situation. 
 

To clear up any confusion, our local troop’s decision to move had nothing to do with the recent Boy Scout of 

America bankruptcy case that had embroiled our denomination for some time. That matter is still being settled in 

court, though we hope that will happen soon.  
 

Although the scouts have moved location, their leadership remains appreciative of our church. And the last com-

munication I had with them expressed a willingness to continue to think of each other as partners in service to the 

community. I ask that you pray for the scouts and their leadership both locally and nationally. 
 

Additionally, we have been approached about the potential for hosting a new Girl Scout troop. In December, our 

Church Council set guidelines for the troop to utilize our space. Those talks are still in the works, even though 

omicron has put that on pause for the moment. We hope to soon have a troop. 

If you have any questions, please contact me. Obviously, some aspects of the bankruptcy case I am not allowed to 

talk about. Otherwise, I’ll be happy to entertain your questions or concerns.—Pastor Christopher 

Staff Parish Relations Team Update 

In January SPRT met (via zoom) with Pastor Christopher and the owner of Veltex Inc., our janitorial service, to 

coordinate communications for smooth janitorial service.  We also discussed potential for additional cleaning 

needs this spring as we hope to be able to meet again in person as covid rates decline.  We also coordinated with 

Pastor Christopher, District Superintendent, District Hispanic Ministries Coordinator, and Zulma Tifre to develop 

current compensation rates and future growth potential for Zulma’s ministry  as she soon fulfills requirements to 

become a Licensed Local Pastor. In February we will be convening a support team to meet with Pastor Christo-

pher and Clynton Easley to assess the current spiritual growth and education programs and set course for the 

next several months.—Kent Turner 

https://www.cokesbury.com/9781649380272-Women-of-the-Bible
https://www.cokesbury.com/9781649380272-Women-of-the-Bible
mailto:clynton@mvfumc.org
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 TREASURER REPORT 

December 2021 
 

 

                                         Month                                   Year-To-Date 

                              Income               Expense                  Income               Expense 

 

Regular Account $ 20,209.21             $ 16,543.99                $ 209,037.63 $ 230,581.47 

 

Special Fund Accounts $ 2,637.00               $ 5,367.89                  $ 26,026.17   $ 30,268.94 
  

We have paid all our bills and apportionments to date. 
 

December was particularly good to us financially and we finished the year better than we expected. With help 

from the Endowment Fund Earnings, we remain solvent with positive cash flow. 
 

As a recap of 2021, we received similar contributions as 2020 and the Endowment Fund had a tremendous year 

significantly improving our financial position. We were able to make available over $75,000 to perform several 

building projects and tackle a few unforeseen issues (i.e., water leaks, roof leaks, and frozen water pipe damage). 

The following is a list of major activities supported by our special funds: 

Family Promise                           $  4,719.21 

Friendship House                            500.00 

Giving Tree / Christmas Baskets      828.03 

Neighbors in Need                          3,272.95 

Samaritan Fund                               2,339.67 

Hispanic Ministries                          6,738.77 

Habit for Humanity                    1,075.00 
 

Thank you for your financial support of our church; enabling us to fund these special activities along with other 

charitable endeavors and our ongoing operating expenses. We pray for continued growth in our financial position 

so that we can enhance our support of church activities. 
 

Harlan Mayer at treasurer@mvfumc.org. 

From the Finance Committee 
 

We met via Zoom on Jan 17, 2022, and were able to hear the final financial report for 2021 and prepare for 2022. 

We are grateful for the many faithful and dedicated members and friends of Mt. Vernon First United Methodist 

Church and will continue to be good stewards of the resources entrusted in our care. Thank you to all who have 

made pledges for 2022 and to those who contribute outside of pledging. It all helps to make our missions possible!  
 

Blessings in Christ,  
 

Beth Repplier (chair), Doreen Nystrom, Janice Lisherness, Dennis Jones, Harlan Mayer (treasurer)  

Trustees Update 
 

Anyone interested in be part of the Trustees please contact Pastor Christopher, pastorchristopher@mvfumc.org 

or Doug Rindal, dougrindal@gmail.com.—Mary Downing 
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Beloved in Christ,  
 

Last evening cabinet members and I gathered on Zoom with Tongan pastors in the Greater Northwest Area 

(GNW) to pray for the safety and recovery of the people in Tonga following the volcanic eruption and tsunamis. 

They shared the latest information they have heard through media and the few reports received from family and 

friends in Tonga. As a community, Tongans are dispersed around the world. 
 

“Tonga is home to 106,000 people, but more than double that number live overseas, mainly in the US, New Zealand, and 

Australia. Remittances from the overseas population have been declining since the onset of the 2008 global economic crisis. 

The tourism industry is improving but remains modest at under 90,000 tourists per year.” – via Wikipedia  
 

The Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga is the largest religious group on the islands, representing 36% of the popula-

tion. Christianity was introduced to Tonga in 1822 by Methodist missionaries, pre-dating the arrival of Methodism 

in the Northwest in 1834, when Methodist missionary Jason Lee arrived at Fort Vancouver on the Columbia River. 

Tongans are our spiritual elders, embracing the Methodist movement ten years earlier than Northwesterners. 
 

When Tongans immigrated to the GNW, they turned to The United Methodist Church to establish faith commu-

nities. Today Tongans gather for worship in six local churches or fellowships that identify as Tongan and are active 

members of many more congregations.  
 

I am asking you to do two things before the end of January:  

Pray and Act. 
 

1. PRAY for the people of Tonga and their leaders as they work to respond to the immediate crisis. 

Pray for encouragement in the long, silent waiting; pray for rain to clean the air and settle the ash that has fallen 

everywhere.  

Rev. Sia Puloka reminded us that “What Tonga needs is your love. We haven’t heard. We cannot be there. But 

Jesus is there. Your prayer to Jesus is what Tonga needs.” Pray for hospitality and shelter for those who have lost 

their homes. Pray for no more eruptions and for quick repair of the communication cable that is their lifeline to 

the world.   

Pray also for our GNW siblings in Christ and their faith communities as they wait for word of their relatives and 

friends in Tonga. They reminded us last night that, while we cannot be present, our prayers can still encircle them. 

And, as you pray, please go to the Facebook pages of these faith communities or their pastors and post your pray-

ers and words of encouragement. We must open our hearts to share this tragedy with those most affected. 

Mausia Folau, Seattle: First Tongan UMC 

Sia Puloka, Seattle: Seaview and Tongan Fellowship 

Sione Malua, Vancouver: Vancouver Heights First Tongan Fellowship 

Kalina Malua Katoa, Salem: Open Door Churches 

Fungalei Taufoou, Portland: Lents Tongan Fellowship 

LatuTu’uholoaki, member of Tongan Fellowship at Anchorage: Anchor Park UMC 

(continued next page) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonga#Emigration
https://www.facebook.com/seattlefirsttonganumc
https://www.facebook.com/seaviewumc
https://www.facebook.com/vancouverheightsumc
https://www.facebook.com/OpenDoorChurches
https://www.facebook.com/Lentstonganumc
https://www.facebook.com/anchorparkumc
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Special UMCOR Offering Scheduled For Tongan Relief on Sunday, February 6th 
 

In addition to our prayers, we have scheduled a special offering for UMCOR Tongan Relief on Sunday, February 

6. Donations may be made either online, dropped off to the church, or mailed to the church. 
 

 *WEBSITE:  www.mvfumc.org—click on the ONLINE GIVING tab, and indicate TONGAN RELIEF on the 

UMCOR line with your donation amount. 
 *DROP OFF: Either call ahead (360/424-3628) and drop off in person to the office, or drop anytime in our 

locked mailbox out front. Please indicate UMCOR TONGAN RELIEF in the memo line of your check. 

 *MAIL: Your check may be mailed to the church at: 1607 E. Division, Mount Vernon, WA 98274 
 

If you have any questions regarding the donation process, please contact the office at 360/424-3628 or  

office@mvfumc.org. 

Call to Prayer and Action—Bishop Elaine JW Stansky (continued) 
 

2. ACT to share resources in Tonga’s time of need. We are preparing to help the recovery effort in Tonga, 

where many homes are destroyed and ash blankets the land, killing crops, polluting air, water, and fish, the prima-

ry source of protein.   
  

Rev. Taufoou mentioned that disasters like in Tonga, and Tongans in other countries are used to sending supplies 

to help their families recover. But, he said, “this will be a long journey. There may be another eruption; now ashes 

cover the kingdom. We must send relief for more than our families, for the whole Kingdom.”    
  

I encourage you to designate donations to your local church for “Tongan Relief” now. At the same time, we are 

working to determine the best channel for these funds, perhaps through partners in New Zealand, which can de-

liver goods to Tonga much quicker than from the United States. Your gifts can be sent to your Annual Confer-

ence with this designation and will be channeled for this purpose. 
 

Joining with you in offering prayer and hope, 

 

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky 
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Church Council News 
 

The Church Council held its quarterly meeting Saturday, January 22, 2022. Pastor Christopher shared some 

thoughts on the question “why we are here and what the church means to us”. He sees his role as pastor is to 

help the congregation and individuals along their faith journeys and hopes that, however long our slice of life to-

gether is, he is faithful to us and faithful to God. He expressed some thoughts about his dreams for the church 

and community and how children can be served which is one part of the church’s vision. Since children spend the 

bulk of their days in school, we can support the school or find ways to support the children when they are availa-

ble like after school or during the summer. The Council also discussed ways to address hunger in our area. 
 

Trustee, Faith in Action, Finance, Hispanic Ministry, Small Groups, Spiritual Growth Coordinator and Worship 

Team reports were briefly summarized and received. Harlan Mayer, Treasurer, then gave the Finance Committee 

Summary Report, Financial Statements for the years 2020 and 2021, and the preliminary budget for 2022. 
 

Action items approved by consensus were the hiring of Pastor Zulma for 10 hours/week for her work with the 

Hispanic ministry and the ‘almost final’ budget for 2022. Copies of the reports are on file in the church office.  
 

The next Council meeting will be April 23, 2022. 
 

Submitted by Sue Erickson, Administrative Assistant 

https://i0.wp.com/greaternw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/EJWS-signature-web.png?ssl=1


 
  

        

Zulma & Debbie 
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FAITH IN ACTION 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Gifts of Love from Sue Monty’s daughter 
 

After Christmas,  Mary Downing received a package from Sue Monty’s daughter, Becky Van Baale, to share with 

the Sisters of the Heart group. Sue was a beloved member of the group and our church, and passed away last July. 

Many of us have potholders like these at our homes, as the group sold these over the years to raise funds for dif-

ferent groups here at church.  What a heart-filled gesture. It’s love that makes the world go ‘round…. 

SPREADING SOME LOVE AROUND! 
 

This year we’ll be delivering Valentine cards for all staff and residents at the 

care communities here on the hill. We’ve asked the kids in our congregation 

to draw Valentine pictures and drop them off here at the church. I’ll be scan-

ning and making them into cards and attaching a little treat and they’ll be de-

livered to our neighbors at Mira Vista, Mountain Glen, and Alpine Ridge on 

Valentine’s Day. 

DO NOT PASS ME BY…... 
 

There are so many ways for us to put our faith into action.  This pandemic has been difficult for all of us—but especial-

ly difficult for those living without a safety net. We see more people outside stores or at street corners with signs ask-

ing for help,  more unhoused people sleeping in front of stores or in the parks. And there are plenty of people that 

don’t make themselves known to us who are in need of assistance. It can be overwhelming.  A hymn comes to mind, 

“Pass Me Not, O Gentle Savior.” I’ve heard it many times, but the most meaningful performance was at a youth mis-

sion trip to Glide Memorial Church in San Francisco. While the ensemble sang the hymn, faces of people from all walks 

of life flashed on the screen above. On the screen your eyes are drawn to these larger-than-life faces… but when 

they’re curled up under a blanket against a building, or standing on a street corner with a “help me” sign—it’s easy 

to look away and pass on by. I’m committing to stop and really “see” each person, to help them feel seen. Catch-

ing someone’s eye and offering a smile, waving if I’m passing in my car...it doesn’t cost me anything, though I do 

keep protein bars wrapped with a $1 bill in my glove box to hand out.  We’re called to put our faith into action—

and that action can sometimes just be a wave or a smile!  

 - Debbie 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

News from the Flores Family 
 

Hello from Young, Arizona!  Just a little note to let you all know that we are doing well.  All of our girls, a cou-

ple of boyfriends and a couple of grand-dogs were here the weekend before Christmas and we did our celebra-

tion then.  It was so much fun to all be together and we even squeezed in a family photo shoot!   
 

I have also included a photo of our house… still lots of projects to work on!  As I am writing this we are get-

ting our delivery of materials to finish the deck on the last two sides of the house. And you can see - lots of 

landscaping work to do this spring and summer! 
 

We have been attending Pleasant Valley Community Church which meets at the community center and have 

made some friends there. Chris has been to a couple of meetings of the volunteer fire department, he will be 

helping them with the maintenance of their equipment.  I am waiting a while to get involved somewhere in the 

community… lots of unpacking and sorting to do still! 
 

Hope you are all well! 
 

Lori & Chris 

Page 7 

February Book for Pastor’s Reading Circle 
 

Spiritual Rhythms in Community, by Keith Meyer is the February book for Pastor Christopher’s 

reading circle. Each month Pastor Christopher has chosen a book for his reading focus and invites 

anyone and everyone to join him in reading it. On the last Sunday of the month there is a gather-

ing by Zoom at 7 pm to discuss the book. The Zoom link for our meeting will be sent by the Fri-

day before. You are responsible for ordering your book. Should you have difficulties doing this, 

contact the church office at office@mvfumc.org for assistance. You need to sign up  each month 

that you choose to participate with SignUp Genius. February’s link for registration is 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/FebruaryReadingCircle . 
 

 

An excerpt from Amazon’s description of the book reads: “Jesus had rhythm. His regular patterns of with-

drawing from life to have intimate time with his Father and then embracing and entering into rich relationships 

with others allowed him to carry out his enormous mission with wisdom, grace and authentic love. In the 

midst of busy, full lives, with demands for our time and attention coming from every direction, we need rhythm-

-life-giving patterns in our days and weeks that deepen our connection with God and strengthen our relation-

ships with others. Jesus' rhythm can be yours with this participatory guide to growth in God and mission in the 

context of community. “ Please join us! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/FebruaryReadingCircle
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Let’s Be Friends 
 

Don’t forget to “friend” us on Facebook!  Visit our page at Mount Vernon First United Meth-

odist Church and find out what’s happening in our church and in our community.  We’re also 

using Facebook to introduce our church to our greater community via events, photos, news 

articles, and advertising. Invite your friends—pass the word!  

Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel 
 

Why? Because if you click the subscribe button on our YouTube channel, you will receive noti-

fication whenever a new video is uploaded. This is the easiest way to know that the worship 

video is ready to watch.  Type MVFUMC  WA into the YouTube search box.  

February 9   Jeff & Roxy Romanelli 

 

February 12  Wylie & Kerry Keeler 

 

February 14  Al & Joyce Sward 

February 2   Janet Boston 

     Kathy Lawliss 

     Joyce Sward 

February 3   Sue Kelder 

          Zulma Tifre 

February 5   Edith Diver 

                   Leila Wright 

          Seoyoung Han 

February 6   Clay Cook 

     Lynn Rabenstein 

     Sarah Jang 

February 8   Marti Wall 
 

February 11  Suzanne Eicean 

      Esmeralda Ramirez 

February 14  Bettyjean Seabury 
 

February 15  Carol Bratz 
 

February 20  Raymond Slater 
 

February 21  Lois Haley 
 

February 23  Doreen Nystrom 
 

February26  Ashley Lopez Morales 
 

February 27  Gale O’Neil 



      

    FEBRUARY 2022 

SUN  MON  TUE  WED THU  FRI  SAT 

  01 02 03 04 05 

 

 

 

 

 10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

 

 

 

 

6 pm Zoom Choir 

Rehearsal 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

 

 
7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

  

06 07 08 09 10 11 12 
 

Communion 

Sunday  

10:00 am 

Hispanic Ministry 

Worship 

 

10:30 am  

Worship 
 

 

 

10 am  

Zoom Staff Meeting 
 

7 pm 

Zoom Upper Room 

Small Group 
 

7 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

 

3 pm 

Worship Planning 

Team 
 

 

 

6 pm Choir Re-

hearsal 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry  
 

 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

 

  

 

13                              14 15 16 17 18 19 
 

10 am 

Hispanic Ministry 

Worship 

 

10:30 am  

Worship 

 

 

 

10 am  

Zoom Staff Meeting 
 

7 pm 

Zoom 

Upper Room Small 

Group 
 

7 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

 

10 am 

Trustees’ Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

6 pm 

Choir Rehearsal 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 
 

 

 

 

7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

 

  

20                              21 22 23 24 25 26 

 

10 am 

Hispanic Ministry 

Worship 

 

10:30 am  

Worship 

Office Closed for 

Presiden’t Day 
 

7 pm 

Zoom Upper Room 

Small Group 
 

7 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

10 am Zoom 

Sisters of the 

Heart 

 

11:30 am 

Zoom Staff 

meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 pm 

Choir Rehearsal 

8:30 am Zoom 

Men’s Morning 

Ministry 

 

 
7 pm Zoom 

Small Group with 

Carolyn 

 

 

 

 

27                          28      

 

10 am 

Hispanic Ministry 

Worship 
 

10:30 am  

Worship 
 

7 pm Zoom 

Reading Circle 

10 am  

Zoom Staff Meeting 
 

7 pm 

Zoom Upper Room 

Small Group 
 

7 pm 

Bell Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

    

 


