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“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

FEBRUARY 2020 

BIBLE READINGS 

FOR THE MONTH 

Our mission is to develop and strengthen disciples of Jesus 

Christ, building a community that transforms the world. 
 

Shaped through a lively, open, considered and focused discussion, this sentence was 

adopted by the Church Council as our Mission Statement during the January 2020 meet-

ing. As you may be aware, the purpose of such a statement is to remind ourselves and 

tell the world why we exist, what we are working to accomplish and why. It needs to be 

short enough be easily memorable, yet clear enough to truly guide both our decisions 

and our evaluations of how we are doing by setting the plumb line for how we use our 

resources and measure success. Ideally, it becomes one of the first things we share when 

inviting others to join us or have been asked why we dedicate our time, finances and 

hearts to this particular embodiment of Christ’s ongoing work. 
 

While it was no small task to formulate together a statement that can define and shep-

herd our shared work, it was an exciting and even exhilarating process. The next chal-

lenge is to carry that excitement and exhilaration over into the tasks required to make it 

effective. We all know we can’t respond to all the needs of even our members and par-

ticipants, much less the larger communities of Mount Vernon, the Skagit Valley, and be-

yond, yet we are called to be aware of those needs, to pause before God to ask which 

ones we are called to take on in some way. A mission statement is, at best, just a catchy 

phrase until it opens the doors to visions about how we will embody (incarnate) it, trans-

lating its intentions into actions. Our Council identified the following – presented in no 

particular order – as our vision of the pathways for fulfilling our mission: 

Spiritual formation 

Hispanic Ministry 

Engagement and support of elders, both within and outside our congregation 

Active engagement with the challenges of homelessness 

Active engagement with families of all sorts across their lifestages 

Ongoing learning opportunities that develop and strengthen disciples 
 

Each of those pathways require some additional ‘unpacking’ to clarify specific attitudes, 

mindsets and actions best suited to making them real and enlivening, and that will always 

be a work in progress. But we are excited about the clarity we are already experiencing 

from the Mission Statement and the vision of how we plan to live into its goals and pur-

pose. If you have questions about any of this, please talk to Pastor Terry or any member 

of our Council: Al Steiner, Shauna Flores, Chris Satterlund, Clay Cook, Lynnette Ger-

hard, Mary Downing and Scott Thomas. 
 

Pastor Terry 

 

 
 

February 2 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 

February 9  

Matthew 5:13-20 

 
February 16  

Matthew 5:21-37 

 
February 23    

Matthew 17:1-9 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 

 FINANCIAL REPORT   
December 2019 

 

  Income   Expense 

Regular Account  $24,628.79  $24,024.03 

Special Account   $  8,482.50 $10,959.16 

Memorials  $     500.00  -0- 
 

We finished our month taking in more than we spent in December and were able to pay all of our bills and 

conference apportionments.  This helps us as we start out the year since we have a major expense with our 

insurance bill that we receive in February. Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of our 

church. 

FINANCE NEWS 
 

Our finance team met on Wednesday, January 8th for our first meeting of the new year.  At that time we 

approved our 2020 budget.  Upon the recommendation of the Staff Parish Relations team and the Church 

Council, a raise was given to our staff, as they had not had raises for several years.  Several areas of our 

budget will experience the normal increases, similar to the increases each of you face (like utilities, supplies, 

etc.)  The end result is going to be a challenging year.  It will take the effort and sacrificial giving of all of us to 

successfully make it through this year, as we did in 2019. 

 

You should have received your financial giving statement for 2019 by now.  If you did not receive one, please 

let the office know.  Also, if you ever have any questions about your financial giving or any part of the 

church's finances, please feel free to speak with any of the finance team members:  Lori Flores, Treasurer, 

Barbara del Bosque, chairperson, Pastor Terry Hall, and Doreen Nystrom.  We were delighted to welcome 

Roger Mercer as a new member to our finance team.  Thank you, Roger, for your willingness to serve in this 

capacity! 
 

Blessings, 

 

Barbara del Bosque, Finance chairperson 

Lent - “The Passion of Jesus: Picturing Ourselves in the Story” 
 

Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of the season of Lent, falls in the last week of February this year, 

on Feb. 26. That is also a week when we will be hosting Family Promise. We’ll once again be using materials 

designed by Marcia McFee and her worship planning team in our worship services throughout the season, 

beginning with a 6 pm service in the sanctuary on Ash Wednesday. That service will include an opportunity 

for active engagement in the theme for the season and to be marked with ashes. Please join us for this inspir-

ing invitation into one of our most important seasons! 
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3rd Annual Congregational Care Valentine Cookie Bake & Decorating.   
 

Valentine Cookie Baking will be Feb. 5th at 11 am in the church kitchen. We’ve changed our 

plan and will be baking all our Valentine cookies in advance for the Congregational Care and 

Hispanic Ministry event scheduled for Saturday, Feb 8th. If you’d like to come help the baking 

team, please contact Debbie in the office. 
 

Then on Feb 8th from 11 am—1 pm we will decorate them. The Congregational Care and 

Hispanic Ministry teams invite anyone who would like to join in to decorate Valentine cook-

ies to be delivered to our church family served by our Congregational Care team. Pizza and 

salad lunch will be provided. Please contact Debbie in the office to sign up. 

Calling All Quilters 
A group of Australian quilters, the Wollongong Modern Quilt Guild, are making quilts for the fami-

lies within their communities that have been affected by the wildfires. They invite quilters every-

where to make 12.5” x 12.5” tree quilt blocks. They came upon the theme of tree blocks as the 

tree is a symbol of growth and nourishment. A tree symbolizes the generations of a family; a tree 

sprouts from a seed, the roots provide strength and stability, and while the new sapling is young 

and vulnerable they are protected by the other trees until they grow and flourish. In time the 

branches spread and then create new fruit that gives life to the next generation.  
 

There is no restriction to one type of tree block. If you would like to help, please make a tree 

block of a generous 12.5 inch square using a low volume/white or pale grey background. Bring 

your completed block to church and the Quilters will mail them to Australia. If you have any ques-

tions, call the church office. 

Stepping into Self-care in 2020  
 

Heading into the season of Epiphany gives us an important opportunity to take time to pause, catch our breath, and 

replenish ourselves. Overwhelmed at the idea and unsure where to start? Come join this support group, led by Sue 

Quick and facilitated by Pastor Terry and Dennie Sherman, with monthly conversations about self-care in a warm 

and inviting setting. This group will meet the 1st Monday of each month at 1pm in the Bride’s room. An evening 

group may be possible, depending on interest. Come learn about the monthly principles of self-care exploring the 

spiritual, physical, and emotional needs which replenish and sustain us. This group is open to all adults, there is no 

charge, and drop-ins are welcome.  

 

We appreciate everyone who was able to be there for our first gathering. Our next meeting will be Monday, Feb. 

3rd at 1:00 p.m. in the Bride’s room. Please contact Sue Quick in the office for more information.  

“Can We Talk?”  
 

Cell Phone & Chargers are being collected for the women served by Skagit Domestic Violence & 

Sexual Assault Services.  Donation box with program information is located in the narthex. For more infor-

mation, please contact Debbie in the office. 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 

Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-

tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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Dinners for Eight 
 

You have been assigned to a group of eight.  The first name in each column is the host.  The upper groups are to 

meet sometime in February to mid-March.  The bottom groups meet in mid-March to the end of April.  After con-

sulting the people in their column, the host picks a mutually agreed upon date.  The host is responsible for the main 

course, and the others bring what the host and they agree upon, like salad, veggie, bread or dessert.  It's perfectly 

fine to just pick something up from the deli or store if you don't like to cook.  As the host, you are always free to 

invite others not on this list, if your dining room table has room.  Remember, the main purpose of these gatherings 

is to get to know other church folks better and to have FUN!  Questions, call Barbara del Bosque at (360) 424-

6494.  P.S.  Mostly we try to assign you to be with people you have not been with before, but it is not always possi-

ble.  If you have any complaints about the group you have been assigned, you are welcome to develop the groups 

next year!!!  It is NOT as easy as you would think! 
 

FEBRUARY thru mid-MARCH 
 

ANDERSON/TURNER                           COOKS                                       DEL BOSQUES                                                          
 

Hall/Sherman                                            Lisherness/Smoots                      Ericksons 

Wilkes/Pierce                                            Jackson, B.                                 Freimans 

Monks, C.                                                 Minor, S                                     Downing, M.                        

Seymour, N.                                            Olson, K.                                     Lawliss, K. 

                                                                Quick, S.        
 

mid-MARCH thru APRIL 
 

LISHERNESS/SMOOTS                          MINOR, S                                  OLSON, K.                        
 

Freimans                                                    Cooks                                       del Bosques                                             

Hall/Sherman                                              Ericksons                                   Wilkes/Pierce 

Lawliss, K.                                                  Turners                                     Jackson, B.                           

Seymour, N                                                Downing, M.                             Monks, C.                            

                                                                                                                  Quick, S. 

 

PHONE NUMBERS  (AREA CODE IS 360 UNLESS OTHERWISE INDICATED) 
 

Anderson, Ellen & Turner, Kent  (702) 595-4947                     Lisherness, Janice & Smoots, Phil   466-3030 

Cook, Clay & Linda                             757-0489                      del Bosque, Jess & Barbara           424-6494                                                              

Downing, Mary                                   428-8942                     Minor, Sharon                              766-5202 

Erickson, Ron & Sue                   (907) 401-0192                     Monks, Caron                     (425) 905-5258 

Freiman, Larry & Donna                       757-8014                     Olson, Katie                                424-9320 

Hall, Terry & Sherman, Dennie             255-1779                     Quick, Sue                          (415) 609-9403 

Jackson, Barbara                                  424-0603                     Seymour, Nancy                  (517) 230-6997 

Lawliss, Kathy                     445-6133                       Kathleen Wilkes-Pierce &   Pierce, Clark                                                                 
                        (904) 229-9168 

UMW News 
Tina Tate, executive director of Friendship House, will be the speaker at our next luncheon and meeting on 

Wednesday, February19th at noon. Tina will be giving an update on the activities at Friendship House. All are 

welcome to attend. 
 

Sunday, February 16th is the last day of UMW’s Undie Sundays drive to collect new, in-package underwear for 

men, women, and children. Men’s briefs and boxers of any size, women’s panties of any size and color, and chil-

dren’s underwear of any size and color are welcomed. The undies we collect will be presented to Tina for 

Friendship House distribution at the 19th UMW meeting.  
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Youth News 
Our UM Youth have been having a great time meeting this year!  We have between 6-8 middle school & high 

schoolers and meet on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month.  We have shared lunch together (pizza is a fa-

vorite), made welcome posters for our Family Promise guests, played spirited games of Sardines & Hide and 

Seek, and helped put on an Advent Party for the children of the church.   

 

 
Last Sunday we did a service project to benefit  the Community Kitchen at 

Sedro-Woolley UMC.  We made little treat bags with Hershey kisses to 

include with all the meals sent out from the kitchen on Monday evening 

when our members are helping with prepping and serving the meals.  We 

put together 80 treat bags with a little note in each saying “Happy Valen-

tines Day!  God loves You!” 

 

 
Looking ahead… our annual Bishop’s Convocation for Youth (CONVO for short) will take place on Memorial 

Day weekend at the University of Puget Sound campus in Tacoma. I am planning on taking any youth 6th 

through 12th grade that are interested in attending. (If I get quite a few, I will be looking for additional chaper-

ones to help out) This is a wonderful event for our youth to take part in large worship gatherings, hear special 

speakers, participate in small groups and get to see what it is like living on a college campus, staying in the 

dorms and eating our meals in the cafeteria. More information to come… 

 
And last but not least… we will be planning on holding a garage sale sometime this summer to benefit the 

Mawingu Project.  So be thinking about things that you might like to donate for the sale!  More information on 

this project will be coming in the months ahead. 

 

Thanks for your support of the youth program!!     Lori Flores, Family Ministries 

Church Council Welcomes New Team Members 
 

The Church Council has been hard at working inviting people from our church family to join the various teams 

leading our church. They welcome Larry Freiman, Kent Turner, and Barb Granger to the Staff/Parish Relations 

Team. Phil Smoots has agreed to be a member of the Trustees and Roger Mercer has joined the Finance Commit-

tee. Thanks to the current committee/team members who spend hours and sometimes even years keeping our 

church organized and running smoothly! 

Our Methodist Greeter 
 

In looking at ways to be better stewards of our resources, we have come to the decision to make our newsletter an 

electronic newsletter beginning with our April edition (which will come out the end of March).  With the costs of our 

bulk mailing permit and monthly postage, heavy duty paper that the post office requires that we use for bulk mailing 

and the photo copying costs we felt it was time to make a change.  If you do not like to use computers, we will print 

you a paper copy and a few copies will also be available on the Welcome Table in the Narthex of the church.  We 

have quite a few of your email addresses, but if you would like to receive our e-newsletter and you don’t think we 

have your e-mail address, please drop us an e-mail to office@mvfumc.org so that we can get you on our e-mailing list.  

If you have any questions, please contact the church office. 
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 BIRTHDAYS 

 
2/1  Ben Steiner 
 

2/2  Janet Boston 

  Kathy Lawliss 

  Kevin Turnbull 
  Joyce Sward 
 

2/3  Mitchell Grant 

  Sue Kelder 
  Zulma Tifre 
 

2/5  Edie Diver 

  Karl Stout 

  Leila Wright 

  Seoyoung Han 
 

2/6  Clay Cook 

  Lynn Rabenstein 

  Kasey Thomas 

  Sarah Jang 
 

2/8  Marti Wall 
 

2/10 Logan Eastman 
 

2/14 Bettyjean Seabury 
 

2/15 Carol Bratz 

   

2/20    Raymond Slater 
 

2/21  Dennis Cooley 

   Lois Haley 
 

2/23  Doreen Nystrom 

   Jordan Romanelli 

   

2/27    Gale O’Neil 

 

 
 

 

FEBRUARY
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

        

2  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 

3  
1:00 pm Self-care Support 

Group 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:30 pm Universal Christ Book 

Study 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony Cho-

rale Rehearsal 

4  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts & Den 

Meetings 

5  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn

Group at Mountain Glen

11:00 am Cookie Baking

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

9 Scout Sunday 
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Youth Group 
  

10  
1:30 pm Congregational Care 

Team 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:30 pm Universal Christ Book 

Study 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony Cho-

rale Rehearsal 

11  
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Scouts and Cubs Com-

mittee Meeting 

12  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn

Group at Mountain Glen

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

16  
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
  

17  
12:00 pm UMW Executive Board 

Meeting 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:30 pm Universal Christ Book 

Study 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

40947 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony Cho-

rale Rehearsal 

18  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Scouts and Cub Dens 

19  
10:00 am Weekly Yarn

Group at Mountain Glen

12:00 pm UMW Luncheon and 

meeting 
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 

23   Family promise 
8:30 am Early Worship 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 

12:00 pm Youth Group 
5:00 pm Family Promise 
  

24   Family Promise 
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
5:30 pm Universal Christ Book 

Study 
6:45 pm Skagit Symphony Cho-

rale Rehearsal 

25   Family Promise 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
1:30 pm Mountain Glen Bible 

Study 
6:00 pm Scout Pack Meeting 

26   Family Promise

10:00 am Weekly Yarn

Group at Mountain Glen

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir Re-

hearsal 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 

    

2/9  Jeff and Roxy Romanelli  

 

2/12 Wylie and Kerry Keeler 

 

2/14 Al and Joyce Sward 

 
2/21 Jason and Brandy           

  Bloodgood 

 

2/29   Emily and James Stewart 

FEBRUARY 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1  

Weekly Yarn 
Group at Mountain Glen 

Cookie Baking 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-

 

6  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
9:30 am Quilters 
11:30 am Universal Christ Book 

Study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

7  8  
11:00 am Valentine Cookie Dec-

orating 

Weekly Yarn 
Group at Mountain Glen 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-

 

13  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
11:30 am Universal Christ Book 

Study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

42259 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

14 

Happy Valentines Day!  

15  

Weekly Yarn 
Group at Mountain Glen 

UMW Luncheon and 

meeting 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-

 

20  
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
9:30 am Quilters 
11:30 am Universal Christ Book 

Study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
6:00 pm GS WW Leaders 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

21  22  Boy Scout Blue and 
    Gold Banquet 

Family Promise 
Weekly Yarn 

Group at Mountain Glen 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir Re-

 

27   Family Promise 
8:30 am Men's Morning Minis-

try 
11:30 am Universal Christ Book 

Study 
2:30 pm BodyMindSpirit 
6:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

42259 
7:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

28   Family Promise 29   Family Promise 


