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  Pastor’s Corner                                Pastor Terry Hall 

 
 
 

 

“Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  

  our personal and group relationship with Christ  
  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

FEBRUARY 2019 

BIBLE READINGS 
FOR THE MONTH 

 
Fire, hope and inspiration 

 

What inspires you, lifts your heart, perhaps achingly so! The Prince of Tides, by Pat 

Conroy, has captivated me every time I have read it, drawing me into his story with the 

careful, poignant crafting of his prose and the deep insights into human behavior and fam-

ily systems. As I am writing this, I am listening to a recording of Will Reagan & United 

Pursuit performing their worship music, as the album title declares, “Live at the Banks 

House,” and I can feel the warmth of their hearts-on-fire-for-God, honest praise and 

worship. And when I encounter the writing of Frederick Buechner (pronounced BEEK-

ner), I think I know a little something about how Mary felt when she sang God’s praises 

to her relative, Elizabeth, in what we know as the Magnificat found in Luke 1:46-55! We 

heard one of Buechner’s best known quotes on the “Hover” Sunday in our current wor-

ship series: “The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s 

deep hunger meet.” Here’s a few others: 
 

“Go where your best prayers take you.” 
 

What a rich, meaningful, challenging life we are called to, each and every one! Just as 

there are many names and titles by which Jesus can be referenced – Creator, Word, 

Rock, Immanuel, Messiah, to name just a few – so our role in God’s ongoing plans are 

too big to be summed up in only one or two phrases. God’s good news delivery system, 

channels of grace, leaven in the loaf, two-footed grace dispersal units, part of the Divine 

Demonstration Project, incarnations of the Incarnation – all this and more! Fueled by an 

infinite source, we have the privilege of scattering joy and doing the everyday work of 

noticing, attending, being present, listening, all of which stretches and grows us as human 

be-ings while demonstrating the intricate, interwoven way God creates.  
 

“Listen to your life. See it for the fathomless mystery it is. In the boredom and pain of it, no 

less than in the excitement and gladness: touch, taste, smell your way to the holy and hid-

den heart of it, because in the last analysis all moments are key moments, and life itself is 

grace.”  
 

Of course, to love and be loved is to face the terrible ache of loss, disappointment in 
ourselves and others, and to acknowledge our many failures. I heard part of an interview 
recently with a diplomat who was part of the team that negotiated the end to the long, 

brutal conflicts in Ireland. He said that they failed for 699 days to accomplish their goal,  
 

(continued on next page) 
 

February 3 
1 Corinthians 12:12-19 

 
February 10  

Exodus 20:8–11 

 
February 17  

Jeremiah 17:5-10 

 
February 24    

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   
December 2018 

 

  Income   Expense 
Regular Account  $31,004.26  $23,387.29 
Special Account   $  7,131.45 $17,006.72 
Memorials  $      50.00   -0- 
 

We finished our month taking in more than we spent in December and were able to pay all of our bills and 
conference apportionments.  This helps us as we start out the year since we have a major expense with our 
insurance bill that we receive in February. Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of our 
church. 

(Pastor’s Corner continued) 
which was heartbreaking in the face of the violence that continued during that time, and only succeeded once – on 

the 700th day! But that success, known as the Good Friday Accord, has now held for nearly 20 years, preventing 

uncountable additional deaths and economic hardships.  
 

“God himself does not give answers. He gives himself.” 
 

Created in the image of our Creator and responding to an innate resonance to the Spirit, in naming ourselves as 

Christ-followers, we set ourselves to the moment-by-moment task of allowing Jesus to shape our lives. As such, we 

are called not to give answers, but to give our very selves! 
  

Pastor TerryPastor TerryPastor TerryPastor Terry 

Gratitude from Your Finance Team 
 

Sometimes your Financial Team feels like we engage in a tug-of-war with you, our congregants.  One minute 
we are encouraging you to give more, dig deeper, balance the budget, & pay all the bills.  However, other 
times we are giving you the pat on the back you so richly deserve.  Well, fortunately, this is one of those pat 
on the back moments.  Below are just some of the many worthwhile causes you so generously supported in 
2018.  We appreciate that most of the time you remembered that any check given to the church MUST be 
made out to the church, and that you used the Memo Line to designate where you wanted your check to go.  
Most of all, we are grateful for your continued response to God's call to help those in need in our communi-
ty and world.  Thank you! 
 
      Friendship House                             $  120.00 
      One Great Hour of Sharing                $  764.00 
      Mawingu Project                         $1641.52 
      Church World Service                    $  540.00 
      Hope for the Children of Africa        $  220.48 
      Giving Tree                                        $1400.00 
      Neighbors in Need                              $  770.00 
      Samaritan Fund                                  $1675.88 
      UMCOR                                        $  655.00 
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Dinners for Eight 
 

If you are new to the church and don't know about this annual event, let me take a moment to introduce you 
to this wonderful social opportunity.  People sign up to attend, those who are able and have a home big enough 
check off that they can host, and then folks are placed in groups of 8.  There is a gathering for a meal and so-
cializing in February/March.  Then everyone is scrambled into new groups, and there is a second get together in 
March/April.  These are strictly for fun and have been a huge success over the years.  The host, in consultation 
with their group, selects the date and time, and usually provides the main course.  Everyone else brings a dish 
per the host's instructions (salad, veggie, bread, dessert, etc.)  We especially encourage those who live alone to 
take advantage of this chance to share a meal.  Please don't use difficulty in transportation as your reason to 
not sign up!  We can usually make accommodations for just about anything.  Sign-up sheets are on the table in 

the narthex! 

2nd Annual Congregational Care Valentine Cookie Bake & Decorating.   
 

Please join us on Saturday, February 9th at 1:30 in Sprague Hall and the kitchen.  

All are welcome to bring prebaked cookies and/or cookie dough ready to bake. 
 
Frostings in cans and/or tubes and sprinkles will be supplied.  We will bake, 
decorate and maybe even sample some before we deliver them to our care 

people prior to Valentine’s Day. 
 
We plan on making a Cookie Cookbook as a fund raiser and will need a copy 
of your recipe in the office by February 4th to be translated into Spanish for the 
book and to hand out to our Hispanic ladies who were requesting recipes after 
last year’s cookie bake.  We will be taking pictures of you and your cookies to 

match with your recipe on 2/9/19. 

MVFUMC Families in Need Toiletry Pantry 
 

For some time now we have been collecting toiletries for people who are low income and on food stamps.  
Most toiletries are not covered by food stamps.  It has come to our attention that there are members of our 
own church family who are in need of these same toiletries, so we have started a Toiletry Pantry here in the 
church.   The collection box will still be in the narthex, but instead of taking the donated items to LOVE, INC, 
we will be supplying our own pantry for use by any of our congregation who might need them.  Thank you again 
for your generous support of our church ministries.   If you have questions, please contact Pastor Terry or Kay 

Martin. 



 

Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-
tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE! 
 

The Music Scholarship Committee is pleased to offer music scholarships to 
those in our congregation who are taking private instrumental, vocal and dance 
lessons.  These scholarships may be used for music instruction and music camps. 
There are three levels of scholarships, with the music instructor determining 
the skill level.  They are:  beginning student, up to $250/year; intermediate stu-
dent, up to $500/year; advanced student, up to $750/year.  The criteria for ap-
plicants are as follows: 
 

Regular attendance at worship services is expected. 
Periodic sharing of your musical talent in our worship services is encouraged but not mandatory. 
Communication between you, the music scholarship coordinator, and your music teacher to monitor your 

progress. 
 
Please note that those who received a music scholarship last year are encouraged to apply again.  This is an on-
going project of the Music Scholarship Committee, and donations to the Music Scholarship Fund/Memorials 
would be most welcome at any time.  Scholarship applications are available in the church office.  For more in-
formation, please contact Jung Jang at 206-437-4762 or tenorjang@gmail.com, Music Scholarship Coordinator. 

New Book on UMW Library Shelves 
 

 “Better : Waking Up to Who We Could Be” by Melvin Bray is one of the 2019 UMW Reading Program 
books.  “What if we could change the world by telling better stories? What if the world we have__with its 
“ism”s, religious hatred, and ecological disregard is exactly the world we have spun into existence through 
the stories we have told? Better offers a spiritual path for people who question many assumptions about 
God and the world, so they can continue to hold onto their faith while joining others of goodwill in seeking 
sustainable, cooperative, and courageous answers to the persistent problems of our time.” [from UMW 
Catalog] 
 
Remember men and youth as well as women are welcome to read any of the books in the UMW Library.  
Just sign your name, title of the book, and the date you checked out on the clipboard prominently dis-
played on the third shelf of the Library bookcase. 

Mark Your Calendars!  
  
The youth group is serving a Valentine dinner on February 
10 from 5 – 7 pm to raise money for the Mawingu Project in 
Africa. All are invited to come. If you need a ride, that can be 
arranged. If necessary, childcare will be provided. Donations 
for your dinner will be sent to Tyler and Neema Satterlund 
to support their mission project. RSVP by calling the office 

or signing up in the church narthex. 
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Questions about the United Methodist Church?  
 

Pastor Terry is beginning an adult inquirers class where you can ask your questions about the United Methodist 
Church denomination and our local church. This class is for anyone who would like to better understand the theol-
ogy and organization of the denomination and help you discern if you want to officially join our church. There is a 
signup list on the table in the Narthex. The options are Mondays at 1:30 pm or 6:30 pm and Thursdays at 1:30 pm 
or 6:30 pm. Please indicate your choices of day and time by numbering them 1 – 3. Then Terry will decide which day 

and time best fits the needs of those wanting to take the class. 

Position of Faith in Action Coordinator 
 

The church is seeking a person to fill the half-time position of Faith in Action Coordinator. If you are interest-

ed in exploring what this job entails, contact Pastor Terry. 

Youth News 
 
Last Sunday 4 of our youth went roller skating… 3 of them for the first 
time!  Fun was had by all with much laughing and holding onto each other to 
stay upright on the skates! Of course we started our time together with 

some pizza for lunch to fuel us up! 
 
Our next big event will be the Valentine’s Dinner. (see article on page 6) 
Talking with Megan & Hannah Perez and Shauna Flores one day, they shared 
that they grew up as little sisters to older youth group members that got to 

help with Valentine Dinners and Auction events and they really wanted to be able to help serve a dinner to 
their church family.  Please consider joining us for a delicious dinner (menu soon to be announced!) with do-
nations for the evening going to support the Mawingu Project in Tanzania.  This event is open to all ages 

(there will be childcare available with pizza for the kids)… singles, couples & families.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Looking ahead… our annual Bishop’s Convocation for Youth (CONVO for short) will take place on Memorial 
Day weekend at the University of Puget Sound campus in Tacoma. I am planning on taking any youth 6th 
through 12th grade that are interested in attending. (If I get quite a few, I will be looking for additional chaper-
ones to help out) This is a wonderful event for our youth to take part in large worship gatherings, hear special 
speakers, participate in small groups and get to see what it is like living on a college campus, staying in the 

dorms and eating our meals in the cafeteria. More information to come… 
 
And last but not least… we will be planning on holding a garage sale sometime in June to benefit the Mawingu 
Project.  So be thinking about things that you might like to donate for the sale!  More information on this pro-

ject will be coming in the months ahead. 
 
Thanks for your support of the youth program!!     Lori Flores, Family Ministries 
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 BIRTHDAYS 
 

2/1  Ben Steiner 
 

2/2  Kathy Lawliss 

  Kevin Turnbull 
  Joyce Sward 
 

2/3  Mitchell Grant 

  Sue Kelder 
  Zulma Tifre 
 

2/4  Bailey Hodges 
 

2/5  Edie Diver 

  Karl Stout 

  Leila Wright 

  Seoyoung Han 
 

2/6  Clay Cook 

  Lynn Rabenstein 

  Kasey Thomas 

  Sarah Jang 
 

2/8  Marti Wall 
 

2/10 Logan Eastman 
 

2/11 Suzanne Eiceman 
 

2/13 Madeline Stewart 
 

2/14 Bettyjean Seabury 
 

2/15 Carol Bratz 

  Margaret Semrau 

 

2/20    Raymond Slater 
 

2/21  Dennis Cooley 

   Lois Haley 
 

2/23  Doreen Nystrom 

   Jordan Romanelli 

   

2/25    Nick Neidzwski 

 

2/27    Gale O’Neil 

 

 

FEBRUARY

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

Sunday Schedule 
8:30 am Worship with Com-

munion 
9:00 am Children's Choir 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:15 am Genesis Bible Study 
9:30 am Little Church and 

Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Piano Class 
  

      

3 Family Promise 

  Communion Sunday 
See Sunday Schedule Above 

4  5  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

6  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

10 Scout Sunday 
See Sunday Schedule Above 
  
5:00 pm Valentine Dinner 

 

11  
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

12  
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

13  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

6:00 pm NAMI Education

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

7:00 pm Finance Meeting

7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063 

17  
See Sunday Schedule Above 

18  
10:00 am UMW Executive 

Board Meeting 

19  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

20  
12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and meeting

1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

24  
See Sunday Schedule Above 
2:00 pm Girl Scout Greece 

Trip Parent Meeting 

25  
9:00 am Newsletter Mailing 

Day 
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion 

Band 

26  
10:00 am MOPS Steering 

Committee 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Genesis Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

27  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting

7:00 pm Chancel Choir

7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063 
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 ANNIVERSARIES 
 

   

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   
2/7  Bob and Lois Yale 
    
2/9  Jeff and Roxy Romanelli  
 
2/12 Wylie and Kerry Keeler 
 
2/14 Al and Joyce Sward 
 
2/21 Jason and Brandy           

  Bloodgood 
 
2/29   Emily and James Stewart 

FEBRUARY 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 Family Promise 2 Family Promise 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 

7  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
9:30 am Quilters 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

8  
5:00 pm Scout Overnighter 

9  
Scout Troop overnighter 
1:30 pm Congregational 

Care Team Cookie 

Bake 

Staff Meeting 
NAMI Education 
Chancel Choir 
Finance Meeting 
Girl Scout Troop 

14 
Happy Valentine’s Day! 
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

15  16  

12:00 pm UMW Luncheon 

and meeting 
Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 

21  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
9:30 am Quilters 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
6:00 pm GS WW Leaders 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

22  23  
2:00 pm Laurene and David 

McCullough Memo-

rial 

Staff Meeting 
Chancel Choir 
Girl Scout Troop 

28  
8:30 am Men's Morning Min-

istry 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

    


