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³Our mission as a congregation is to strengthen  
  our personal and group relationship with Christ  

  and to reach out to all people through faith in action.” 

December 2018 

BIBLE  
READINGS 
FOR THE  
MONTH 

Dec.   2  
Luke 2:6 
Matthew 19:13-15 
 
Dec. 9   
Psalm 86:9-11 
Luke 2:8-20 
 
Dec. 16   
John 1:1-18 
 
Dec. 23   
Isaiah 9:6 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Dec. 30   
Revelation 21:1-6 
 
 

Crossing over in trust, wonder and even excitement 
 

As November draws to a close, we stand once again on the brink, like so many of our spiritual 
ancestors. Our stories about Adam and Eve, Cain, Noah, Abram and Sarai, Joseph, Moses, Na-
omi and Ruth, David and so many others who are at the heart of the long narrative of God’s 
Self-revelation, describe times of “crossing over.” In good story-telling fashion (and no one tells 
a story better than God), what is happening internally and spiritually is demonstrated in the 
physical realm as well. Adam and Eve cross-over from the simplicity, ease and comfort of hav-
ing all their needs provided for (the Genesis 1 version) in an unquestioning, passive relationship 
with God to a more complex life of making meaningful decisions about their relationships with 
one another and their Creator, and as a result have to leave that place to engage the larger 
world. Cain lets his fears, indignation and the anger they produce get the better of him and 
commits the first murder recorded in the Bible, causing him to cross over from trying to please 
God to fearing the Divine response. Although he is not separated from God, who marks him as 
under holy protection, but must cross-over to build a new life in a new place. Noah is called 
out of obscurity to not only cross- over from a world that God disdains to a new role in a new 
world, carrying over the drowning waters both his family and other creatures as well. Abram 
and Sarai are called to leave their tribe and familiar lands to become sent ones, still nomadic 
but no longer making their own choices about where to stop or when to move on. And so it 
goes in one story after another in our scriptures, and in each place left behind and every one 
newly discovered, God is present and attentive. 
 

While the Divine Three-in-One never changes, humanity is in constant flux and motion, and so 
are our relationships with God and one another … and even our ways of being in the world. 
This is true as individuals, and so it is quite naturally also evident in our groups, be they based 
on shared work, cultural affinities, or complex connections like belief systems. We come to-
gether by choice, birth or other circumstances, and inevitably begin to discover differences – 
physical, ideological, sensory, preferences, and so on. We find we are drawn to things others 
are repelled by, respond in varied ways to fear and uncertainty, and practice even shared rites 
in locally-influenced ways. Choices are made, often without even being recognized as such, and 
among the paths include: rejection, acceptance or even embrace; anger and frustration; exclu-
sion or inclusion.  
 
Our denomination is approaching a decision point about something that has only been a point 
of active contention for the most recent 4 decades of our 234 year history as a denomination, 
but is being treated as a serious threat to our willingness/ability to remain a United denomina-
tion. Three proposals will be considered by a Special Session of General Conference to be held 
February 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis, which has the single authorized purpose of “receiving and 
acting upon a report from the Commission on a Way Forward based upon the  
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Advent Devotional Materials 
  

Advent Devotional materials are out on the table in the Narthex.  This year’s Advent Devotional Booklet is a little dif-
ferent… It is a collection of devotions that have been written over the last 6 years of our annual devotional booklet.  It 
is again illustrated by our Sunday School children.   Advent is the perfect time of year to begin a new spiritual practice… 
add some devotional time to each of your days. Feel free to pick up some materials for yourself and maybe for your 
friends and neighbors too!  

(Pastor’s Corner Continued) 
recommendations of the Council of Bishops.” The Council of Bishops asked the UMC Judicial Council to review the con-
stitutionality of each of the proposals; their response was that the “One-Church Plan” which received the recommenda-
tion of 81% of UMC Bishops, appears to meet constitutional requirements, while the “Traditionalist Model” fails to meet 
the requirements set by the Bishops to develop a plan that will preserve the unity of our denomination and the 
“Connectional Conference Model” would require significant amendment of our constitution and therefore could not be 
evaluated.  
 

Only the Special Session of General Conference will vote on the path we will take, although should they opt for the 
“Connectional Conference Model”, two-thirds of all UMC annual conferences would have to vote in favor of the amend-
ing our constitution. The first plan would make few changes, while acknowledging and authorizing local autonomy about 
issues currently covered in the ‘rules’ section of our Book of Discipline (BoD); the “Traditionalist Model” would make 
no changes to either the BoD or our constitution but would demand enforcement of rules at the heart of our family dis-
pute, which would clearly result in the expulsion of clergy persons at every level of our structure. So the stakes are high, 
as is often the case in matters of church polity (government), especially where it intersects with theology and deeply held 
personal preferences and beliefs. One way or another, we will cross over into a new era denominationally, even if our 
local congregation is not directly impacted by the decision. 
 

As I have said before, the starting and ending points of any crossover are generally not as important or impactful as the 
process itself. For Adam and Eve, Cain, Noah, the impetus and guidance for the move came from God, unbidden by any 
of them. Moses was first sent back to Egypt by God, then called out, but as far as the people who followed him could 
see, he was leading them. It was his outstretched arms and staff that seemed to be the means of parting the water. For us 
as a denomination, and even more so as local congregation, how we cross over will be the critical factor shaping what 
we will find/create on the far side. If we make this journey together in respect and love, we will continue to have a solid 
foundation from which to accomplish the mission we have proclaimed for several years now – to strengthen our person-
al and group relationship with Christ and to reach out to all people through faith in action. If we look at one another in 
suspicion, declare that our understandings of Scripture and God’s purposes are the only possible, ones, we will struggle 
to even make it to the next phase of God’s plans, at best limping into a diminished version of the congregation we now 
love and enjoy.  
 

In January 2019, we offer at least one opportunity to gather for a couple hours to consider and discuss the proposals in 
detail, including any likely impacts on this congregation and/or our sense of what it means to be part of the United Meth-
odist Church under each plan. In February, the Special General Conference will unfold, no doubt under the magnifying 
glass of social media – where personal views will be presented in both reasonable and vitriolic fashion - and traditional 
news, which is likely to focus on any moments of contention, disruption and disagreement. In March, we’ll offer an addi-
tional opportunity to gather and discuss in both small groups and as a congregation what was decided and what is ex-
pected next. Of course, that will be neither the beginning nor end of the cross-over process, but it will illustrate how we 
choose to participate in that process.  
 

I hope and pray that you will join in recognizing this is neither the biggest nor most meaningful challenge we have faced, 
and in praying for both our denomination and our congregation. 
 

Pastor Terry 
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Game Night 
 

Put Friday evening, October 11th on your calendar for our next All Church Game Night!  We will meet in 
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games.  Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games 
that you especially like to play.  Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too!  Any ques-
tions, please see Lori in the church office.  
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United Methodist Women’s Annual Christmas Tea 
 

All women of the church are invited to join together on Wednesday, Dec. 12 at 1:30 pm in 
the Fireside Room for our annual Christmas Tea.  We will have a short program, some 
carol singing, and of course delicious cookies and tea!  We hope that you will join us!  

Annual Cookie Extravaganza!! 
  

It’s that time of year… The United Methodist Women are holding their annual Cookie Extravaganza Dec 1 from 
10:00 a.m. to noon (or until we run out of cookies!).  We are asking all of you folks that love to bake Christmas 
Cookies to consider making a few dozen for our cookie sale. This is our one big fundraiser for the year that funds 
our mission pledges.  Thanks for your support!  The quilters have been hard at work making potholders and other 
quilted items and will be selling them at the Cookie Extravaganza as well. 

Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Looking ahead to our worship schedule for the Christmas season… 
Sunday, Dec. 23rd —One worship service at 10:30 am, No Early service or Sunday School 
Monday, Dec. 24th— Family Friendly Christmas worship & candlelight service at 5:00 pm 
Sunday, Dec. 30th —One worship service at 10:30 am, No Early service or Sunday School 
 

We hope that you will join us in worship on these special Sundays! 

Hanging of the Greens  Saturday, Dec 1st  
 

Come join us on December 1st at 12:30 pm for a Potluck Potato Bar, Carol Sing, and Hanging of the Greens. Baked 
potatoes will be supplied along with some toppings. Bring other toppings, salad, and or dessert to complete the 
meal. The Boy Scouts have agreed to put up the big Christmas tree for us as a service project on Nov 27th. Many 
hands will make the job quick so come join in the fun. 

 
Giving Tree 2018 

The Giving Tree will be up in the narthex on Sunday, December 2nd. This year we will be collecting 
gifts and monetary donations for several families within our own congregation.  The cards on the 
tree will have information about the age and sex of the person and a couple of ideas for gifts they 
would like to receive.  We will need the gifts returned to the church no later than Sunday, Decem-
ber 16th.  Please take one or more cards, purchase and wrap the present(s) and return to the church 
with the tag from the tree firmly attached to the present.  This is the only way we know 

whose present it is. 
We would also like to provide a gift certificate for each family to purchase enough food for a full holiday meal.  If 
you would be willing to donate funds toward these gift certificates, please write your check to MVFUMC and put 
“Giving Tree” on the memo line on your check.   Thank you for your generosity.   Also, this season we will 
once again be collecting toiletries for LOVE, Inc. to provide to families who are not able to pur-
chase these items themselves.  They have also requested socks as they have many requests for 
socks of all sizes – new only please.   If you have any questions or would like to help with sorting and/or deliv-
ering the presents, please contact Kay Martin at kay@mvfumc.org or 360-770-1701. 
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 FINANCIAL REPORT   
October 2018 

       Income   Expense 
Regular Account   $17,738.79  $21,058.65 
Special Accounts   $52,009.92  $14,827.91 
Memorials     $       95.00 

 
We have paid all of our bills and our  Conference Apportionments to date.  Thank you again for your continued 
support of the ministries of our church.  
Pledge Cards for 2019 
If you did not get to turn in your pledge card, there is still time.  If you have misplaced your card there are additional 
cards on the table in the narthex.  By turning in your pledge card you help us to set the budget for our church. Thank 
you so much! 

Thank you to the congregation from Kay Martin 
 

I would like to sincerely thank the MVFUMC staff members, Pastor Terry and the members of this congregation for 
an exciting and challenging 2-1/2 years as your Faith in Action Coordinator.  It has been a time of personal and spir-
itual growth for me and, with the help of many individuals who have seen a need and answered God’s call to volun-
teer their time and talent to meet that need, we have seen the re-emergence of a Congregational Care Team, a 
Welcome Team, a church cleaning team, a ladies group which meets weekly for fellowship and support, and many 
other avenues of outreach within our own church family and the community.   I will be starting a new adventure 
the first of January working for the farmers co-op where Roger also works part-time.  I fully intend to continue 
supporting many of the outreach ministries of MVFUMC on a volunteer basis.    
If you would like a position with MVFUMC that will delight you and also stretch your spiritual muscles, please 
prayerfully consider taking over the position of Faith in Action Coordinator.   I will be available to answer any ques-
tions and help with transition into this position.  Please let Pastor Terry know if you are interested or have any 
questions about the position.  
Again, thank you for your support and kind encouragement. 
Blessings, 
Kay 

Bishop Stanovsky calls the Greater Northwest Episcopal Area 
into a “Cross-over Year 

 
Our Bishop, in recognition of both the challenges and opportunities on the horizon for our denomination and local 
churches, is inviting us to join in a daily devotional process, beginning with the season of Advent and continuing all 
the way through Christ the King Sunday, 2019. The resource she will be using  is Brian McLaren’s book, We Make 
the Path by Walking: A Year-Long Quest for Spiritual Formation, Reorientation and Activation. Pastor Terry 
has accepted her invitation and will be offering his own thoughts online three times each week, with a small number 
of hard copies available at the church as long as there seems to be interest. The book, which can be purchased 
through Amazon and ordered through most book stores, provides scriptures related to each season of the Christian 
year, along with some of Brian’s reflections and some thought-provoking questions at the end of each of the 52 
weekly segments. 
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 BIRTHDAYS 
 

12/1 Nadine Bushong 
 
12/3 Georgia Taylor-Owen 
  

12/4 Sue Monty 
   

12/6 Cheri Nieshe 
  Deb Haley 
  

12/8   Kelly O'Donnell  
  Sue Rindal  
 
12/13 Alyssa Romanelli 
  
12/14 Jackie Buchholz 
  Diane Southworth 
 
12/18 Sharon Waldschmidt 
 
12/19 Jeff Romanelli 
  
12/20 Emily Eastman  
  Leonard Eliason  
  Alex Pirkle 
 
12/21 Judy Jerman 
  Z Morris 
  
12/22 Raechel Almvig 
 
12/23 Annette Mentzer 
   
12/25 John McGee  
 
12/27 Nate Minor  
  Tyler Satterlund 
  Jim Finkbeiner 
          Elizabeth Neidzwski 
   
12/31 Andrew Hansen 

DECEMBER

 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

        

2      First Week of Advent 
8:30 am Worship with Communion 
9:00 am Children's Choir 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Little Church and Sunday 

School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Piano Class 
12:30 pm Youth Group 

3  4  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Awaiting the Already 

Advent Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts and Cub 

Dens 
6:00 pm NAMI Board Meeting 

5  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

9    Second Week of Advent 
8:30 am Worship with Communion 
9:00 am Children's Choir 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Little Church and Sunday 

School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Piano Class 

10  
1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion Band 
1:30 pm Congregational Care 

Team 
5:00 pm NAMI Christmas Event 

11  
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
1:30 pm Awaiting the Already 

Advent Bible Study 

12  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Finance Meeting
7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063

16    Third Week of Advent 
8:30 am Worship with Communion 
9:00 am Children's Choir 
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 
9:30 am Little Church and Sunday 

School 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Piano Class 
4:00 pm Choir Candlelight Service 

17  
10:00 am UMW Executive Board 

Meeting 

18  
9:30 am MOPS 
10:00 am Sisters of the Heart 
Brunch 
1:30 pm Awaiting the Already 

Advent Bible Study 
6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

19  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
1:30 pm UMW Christmas Tea
7:00 pm Chancel Choir

23   Fourth Week of Advent 
 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Piano Class 

24  
Christmas Eve  

 
5:00 pm Christmas Eve Family 

Friendly Worship 

25 
Merry Christmas!  

 

26  
1:00 pm Staff Meeting
7:00 pm Girl Scout Troop 

45063

30  
 
10:30 am Worship 
11:30 am Coffee Hour 
12:00 pm Piano Class 

31 New Year’s Eve     

Page 5 Page 5 

 
 ANNIVERSARIES 

 
   

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY! 

 
   
12/5 Bill and Bridget Perez  
   
12/17 Loren and Sara Pirkle 
 
12/18 Michael and Eugenia   
  Hennessey 
  
12/19 Dave and Nancy Edwards 
    
12/23 Lester and Winnie  
  Bradford 
   
12/27 Mario and Donna Perez 
   
12/31 Jim and Bev Collins 

DECEMBER 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
10 am to noon 
UMW Cookie Extravaganza 
1:00 pm Hanging of the 

Greens Party 

  
 Staff Meeting 
 Chancel Choir 

6  
8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry 
9:30 am Quilters 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

7  8  
8:00 am Girl Scout Holiday 

Craft Fair 

  
 Staff Meeting 
 Chancel Choir 
 Finance Meeting 
 Girl Scout Troop 

45063 

13  
8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

14  15  

  
 Staff Meeting 

1:30 pm UMW Christmas Tea 
 Chancel Choir 

20  
8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry 
9:30 am Quilters 
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

21  22  
5:00 pm Hispanic Christmas 

Party 

  
 Staff Meeting 
 Girl Scout Troop 

45063 

27  
8:30 am Men's Morning Ministry 
3:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44345 
5:30 pm Girl Scout Troop 

44129 
7:00 pm Bell Choir 

28  29  

      


