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Pastor’s Corner
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Pastor Terry Hall

BIBLE READINGS Letting love be our legacy
If I speak with the tongues of humans and of angels, but have not love [for others growing out of
FOR THE
God’s love for me], then I have become only a noisy gong or
a clanging cymbal [just an annoying distraction].

December 4
Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12
December 11
Isaiah 35:1-10
Luke 1:47-55
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11
December 18
Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25
December 25
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
John 1:1-14

You probably recognize that quote from 1 Corinthians, although it is a little different than
you are probably used to because it is from the Amplified Bible. The phrases in brackets
represent extended translations of the original words or phrases, a hallmark of this interpretation, which attempts to deliver the fullness of the original languages. We often turn to
Paul’s words from this particular chapter of one of his letters to the believers in Corinth
for weddings, and I occasionally also use them during memorial services, because he so
magnificently captured the deepest characteristics of real love. And are we not called to be
a people whose very identity is rooted in and demonstrated by our love?
If I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender my body to be burned [as a sacrifice
in God’s name], but do not have love, it does me no good.
The thing we often overlook or simply ignore, is that love is intended to be captivating,
taking us over entirely rather than merely occupying some corner of our being, to be called
upon when convenient or allowed to wash over us occasionally as a sentiment. It is to be
our sole/soul guiding force, the basis for decisions large and small; the connective tissue of
our relationships and motivating force that moves us through each day.
Love endures with patience and serenity, love is kind and thoughtful, and is not jealous or envious;
love does not brag and is not proud or arrogant. It is not rude; it is not self-seeking, it is not provoked [nor overly sensitive and easily angered]; it does not take into account a wrong endured.
Paul was not talking about a romantic love based upon physical attraction or desire, but a
pervasive response to Life and all it involves that moves us to constant gratitude, praise and
a desire to leave a trail of well-being wherever we go. He knew such a thing was difficult,
even impossible, to achieve by sheer force of human will, but precisely what the Spirit of
God wishes and intends to accomplish in and through each of us.
Love bears all things [regardless of what comes], believes all things [looking for the best in each
one], hopes all things [remaining steadfast during difficult times], endures all things [without weakening]. Love never fails [ it never fades nor ends].
As we move through Thanksgiving and into the season of Advent, make love your most
common and trusted companion and guide. The world will always present challenges and
life will still include illness, loss, and even death, but none of these has the power to overcome love unless we allow them to creep between us and the source of Love itself!

You can find this edition of our newsletter on-line at www.mvfumc.org

Blessings!
Pastor Terry
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FINANCIAL REPORT
October 2016
Regular Account
Special Account

Income
$20,107.00
$ 1,365.50

Expense
$20,475.40
$ 2,808.44

We have paid all of our bills and our Conference Apportionments to date. Thank you again for your continued
support of the ministries of our church. If you did not get to turn in your pledge card, there is still time. If you
have misplaced your card there are additional cards on the table in the narthex. By turning in your pledge card you
help us to set the budget for our church.

Advent Devotional Materials
Advent Devotional materials are out on the table in the Narthex. These materials include our very own Advent
booklet. Feel free to pick up some materials for yourself and maybe for your friends and neighbors too!

The Redemption of Scrooge
Have you been waiting for the right moment to invite a neighbor, friend, or family member, to worship with us at
10:30? Well, that time is now! Throughout the season of Advent we'll be offering a very special worship series that
uses the Charles Dickens classic, A Christmas Carol, to illuminate the wonder of this season of hope, promise and
fulfillment. Beginning next Sunday, we'll be engage all our senses to grasp the transformation of Ebenezer Scrooge
through the lens of the birth of our Savior. You're going to want to be here every week, right on through Christmas Eve, and so are your neighbors and friends!

Community Kitchen Raises Questions
The Open Door Community Kitchen came together in 1989 to provide dinners for those who are short on money
at the end of each month.
Barbara Kehoe is the volunteer coordinator of the organizing group. Central United Methodist Church makes their
kitchen and fellowship hall available for the evenings in the last full work week of the month — except for November
and December when meals are served through the work week before the holiday weeks of Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Each of the 5 week nights has a volunteer chef and is helped by a prep team and a serving/clean-up team — all volunteers. Our church provides those two teams for each Monday evening meal. Dinner is served from 5:00 through 6:00
p.m., and all in our area who need that end-of-the-month nutritional support are WELCOME!
If you have further questions, please feel free to talk with Barbara Jackson or call Barbara Kehoe (360-856-1057.)

Family Promise Gets New Van
The Family Promise of Skagit Valley was able to purchase a new van
thanks in part to the grant proposal writer Winnie Bradford.

Sleeping Mat Team
The Sleeping Mat Team is so very thankful for all you do to help
us with our project. Thank you.
December Workshops to be held on Tuesdays, December 13,
2016 and December 27, 2016 at 1pm in the church conference
room.

Annual Cookie Extravaganza!!
It’s that time of year… The United Methodist Women will be holding their annual Cookie Extravaganza
Cookie Sale! Mark your calendar for Saturday, Dec. 3 from 10:00 a.m. to noon (or until we run out of cookies!). We are asking all of you folks that love to bake Christmas Cookies to consider making a few dozen for
our cookie sale. Or join us on Thursday, Dec. 1 at 1:30 pm in the church kitchen where we will have a cookie
baking party! This is our one big fundraiser for the year that funds our mission pledges. Thanks for your
support!

Merry Christmas!
The staff at Mount Vernon First United Methodist
Church would like to
Wish you a very Blessed Christmas!

Giving Tree 2016
The Giving Tree is set up in the Narthex. We have received information for 5 families from the
Skagit Valley Herald Christmas Fund. The cards on the tree will have information about the age
and sex of the person and a couple of ideas for gifts they would like to receive. The Herald would
like to have the gifts delivered by December 13th, so we have two Sundays to get all the presents in
to the church. Please take one or more cards, purchase and wrap the present(s) and return to
the church with the tag from the tree firmly attached to the present.
The Herald also requests that we provide a gift certificate for each family to purchase enough food
for a full holiday meal. If you would be willing to donate funds toward these gift certificates, please write “Giving
Tree” on the memo line on your check. Thank you for your generosity. We have talked to each of the families
and they are very excited and grateful for help this holiday season. If you have any questions or would like to help
with sorting and/or delivering the presents, please contact Kay Martin at kay@mvfumc.org or 360-770-1701.

We hope that you will join us on
Dec. 24 at 4:30 p.m. for our Family Friendly
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service and on
Christmas Day at 10:30 a.m. to celebrate His birth
Pastor Terry, Lori, Diane F., Kay, Sue E, Diane,
Geoff & Ashleigh.
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Our Church Endowment Fund
Game Night

As we come to the close of 2016, it is a good time to review the wonderful things your church endowment
fund
has made
possible.
Just a11
quick
The endowment
fundAll
was
originally
set Night!
up whenWe
we will
weremeet
anticipating
th
Put Friday
evening,
October
onreview:
your calendar
for our next
Church
Game
in
receiving a fairly large sum of money from the sale of the north property for what would eventually become Alpine
Sprague Hall at 6:30 p.m. for some fun and games. Feel free to bring a snack to share and any board games
Ridge. Elvin Haley, Mike Minor & others were wise enough to know that if that money was simply put into our
that you especially like to play. Or just bring yourself… we will have plenty of games here too! Any quesregular bank account, it would eventually disappear. With great thought and care, an endowment fund was set up
tions, please see Lori in the church
office.
in 1986. That makes this the 30th anniversary of this fund! The original purpose was in the event of a catastrophe,
funds would be available in addition to our insurance for our local church recovery. The objectives also stated that
funds would be used for “the promotion and development of religious, charitable, and educational activities, and
expenditures related to maintenance and upkeep of the church property.” At this time an Endowment Committee
was formed.
In 2010 the church received another large sum of money as a gift from an individual. The Endowment Committee expressed that they no longer wished to be the body that decided how funds were to be spent, as they felt
decisions should be made by those with a broader vision for the long-range goals of the church. New guidelines
were therefore established, and a Coordinating Committee was set up to make those decisions. This body was
made up of the chair of the Administrative Board, a representative from the Trustees and SPRC, and two representatives from the Council on Ministries.
By 2015 we were having difficulty getting the members needed for the Coordinating Committee. When we
shifted to the single board governance, the responsibility for the endowment fund came under the authority of the
Church Council and new guidelines were drawn up. Those are still being finalized, as the process was delayed due
to Manny Saenz' health. He had been the church's liaison person with Vanguard, where our funds are invested.
Early on, our emphasis was on growing our endowment fund. Like most investments, the balance changes from
day to day, but due to sound management, this fund has grown significantly. The emphasis is no longer on growth,
but on being good stewards of our money. Like Jesus' parable, we do not want to simply bury our talents and not
use them. As the times and situations have changed over the 30 years, so too have our guidelines. At this time we
continue to keep $500,000.00 as the minimum balance we work to maintain while making decisions about our
church's needs and how best to use the money. In the past we have used the endowment funds for things like new
carpet for the sanctuary and a complete makeover of Sprague Hall, including carpeting.
In 2016 we used endowment money to finalize the parking lot resurfacing, and purchased the hood for the
kitchen stove that included a fire suppression system (required by the fire inspector). These were Trustee requests. We continued the Faith in Action program, due to not having a full year under one leader by which to fairly judge the success of it. When our choir director retired, the congregation was surveyed, and the results
showed great interest in and support for a more expanded music program, especially for children. This could not
be funded by our general budget. The Church Council decided to fund this expanded program for three years,
including the salary for someone to develop ideas and time for trying them out. Diane Figaro was hired, and in addition to leading the choir and playing the piano, she has developed our wonderful children's choir. Currently
money has been allocated for pew cushions for the choir loft and new tables to replace the badly damaged tables in
Sprague Hall. Imagine if we had to hold a fund raiser for each of this year's expenditures!
We hope you feel blessed by what the endowment fund has accomplished. If you have any questions, please
feel free to talk to Pastor Hall or a Church Council member.
(written on behalf of the Church Council by Barbara del Bosque)

United Methodist Women’s Annual Christmas Tea
All women of the church are invited to join together on Saturday, Dec. 10 at 1:30 pm in the Fireside Room for
our annual Christmas Tea. We will have a short program, some carol singing, and of course delicious cookies
and tea! We hope that you will join us!

Wesleyan Circle
The ladies from Wesleyan will be meeting on Monday, December 12 at 12:00 p.m. They will gather together at
the Curious Chef in the Burlington Outlet Mall. For more information contact Donna Perez at 428-5903.

Senior Ministry
We have had two meetings since summer. In September we had a guest speaker, Cheyenne Walker, who spoke
to us about nutrition, with an emphasis on seniors. In November we discussed stress: its causes, how it manifests
itself, and some tips for coping with stress. Our next meeting will be January 15th, the third Sunday of the month.
Watch you worship bulletin for information on the topic of our January meeting. While our gatherings are geared
especially toward seniors, everyone is welcome to attend our meetings. After the 10:30 am worship service, grab a
cup of coffee and a bite to eat, and join us in the Rees Room.
P.S. We are always looking for new subjects and speakers. If you have an idea or request, please let me know at
424-6494. Thanks!

Kids’ Christmas Party!
Hey Kids...Join us on Sunday, Dec. 11th for a day of celebrating! Following the 10:30 am worship we will have lunch
and all sorts of fun!! We will be making some Christmas decorations for our homes and gifts to give to our families
and friends. If you would like to help with this party… maybe help the children make a present that they can give to
someone, please contact Lori Flores. There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex and we need everyone who plans
on attending to sign up so that we have enough food and craft supplies! Parents: this is your chance for a 2 hour
break, so sign up today!

Skagit Valley UM Youth
Hey all you 6th through 12th graders… if you don’t get enough partying in during our Kids’ Christmas Party
(see article above)… we will have more Christmas celebrations happening on Dec. 11. This will be the day for
our Skagit Valley UM Youth Christmas Party. Watch your e-mail and Facebook for more party info. If you
know someone that might like to be a part of this group, please let Lori Flores know lori@mvfumc.org.

Fall Adult Bible Study
This fall we read Adam Hamilton's book The Call. It is the story of the life and message of the Apostle Paul, a
man who traveled thousands of miles, whose writings have shaped the lives of one-third of the world's population,
and who is second only to Jesus in his influence on the Christian faith. Class members could choose to either attend the Sunday morning meeting or the Tuesday afternoon session, sometimes switching between the two to fit
their personal schedules. We were all stirred by Paul's response to Jesus' call on his life, and his encouragement
that we each be aware of Jesus' call on our lives. I want to thank all of those who took the time and made the
commitment to study this book, as well as participating in class activities and discussion. It was my deep privilege
to be your teacher.

Oasis Teen Center
Lynn Rabenstein has contacted the Oasis Teen Shelter as an outreach for those attending the young adult Christmas
party on December 19th . The Center is in need of new packages of underwear (both male and female) S, M, and L
sizes and new or gently used coats especially XS, S, and M for females, and S and M for males. She has asked the
young adults attending the party to bring a donation and we would also like the help of the congregation in collecting
these items for the teens using the shelter. There is a box in the narthex where you can drop off these items.
Thank you for your help.
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DECEMBER

BIRTHDAYS
12/1

Nadine Bushong

12/3

Maria Breznau
Jake Drayer
Georgia Taylor-Owen

12/4

Sue Monty

12/6

Cheri Nieshe
Deb Haley

12/8

Laurene McCullough
Kelly O'Donnell
Sue Rindal

12/9

Gordon Hodges

12/10 Diane Almvig
12/13 Alyssa Romanelli
12/14 Jackie Buchholz
Diane Southworth
12/16 Stacey Ladwig
Bella Nunez
12/18 Sharon Waldschmidt
12/19 Jeff Romanelli
12/20 Emily Eastman
Leonard Eliason
Alex Pirkle
12/21 Judy Jerman
Zinnia Morris

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

ANNIVERSARIES

Thursday

Friday

1
8:30 am Men's MorningMinistry
9:30 am Quilters
1:00 pm UMW Cookie
Baking
6:30 pm Bell Choir

2

8
8:30 am Men's Morning
Ministry
6:30 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm Girl Scouts Troop
#44129

9

Saturday
3
8:00 am UMW Cookie Extravaganza
2:00 pm Girl Scouts

12/5

6
7
9:30 am MOPS
2:30 pm Staff Meeting
1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal 6:30 pm Chancel Choir

11 3rd Sunday of Advent 12
12:00 pm Wesleyan Circle
Giving Tree Gifts Due!
8:30 am Worship
Christmas Luncheon
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry 1:00 pm Hugo's Accordion
Band
9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
3:00 pm Open Door Com11:40 am Coffee Hour
munity Kitchen
12:00-2:00 pm
Kid's Christmas Party
1:00 pm Choir Caroling
5:00 pm SVUM Youth
Group
18 4th Sunday of Advent 19
8:30 am Worship
5:30 pm Young Adult
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
Christmas Party
9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:40 am Coffee Hour
4:00 pm Candlelight Christmas Service

13
14
1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal 2:30 pm Staff Meeting
4:00 pm G S Troop #44345 6:30 pm Chancel Choir
5:30 pm NAMI

20
21
10:00 am Crafters
9:30 am MOPS
1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal 2:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
7:00 pm Girl Scouts Troop
42444

22 Newsletter
23
Articles Due
8:30 am Men's Morning
Ministry
6:30 pm Bell Choir
6:30 pm Girl Scouts #44129

24
4:30 pm Christmas Eve
Family service

25 Merry Christmas!

27
28
10:00 am Worship Support 2:30 pm Staff Meeting
6:30 pm Chancel Choir
Team
1:30 pm Bell Trio Rehearsal
3:30 pm G S Troop 44345

29
8:30 am Men's Morning
Ministry
3:00 pm Mikalah Barem
Senior Recital

31

10
1:30 pm UMW Christmas
Tea

12/27 Nate Minor
Tyler Satterlund
Jim Finkbeiner
12/31 Andrew Hansen

One Worship Service
10:30 am Worship
11:40 am Coffee Hour

26
1:00 pm Hugo Accordion
Band

12/18 Michael and Eugenia
Hennessey
12/19 Dave and Nancy Edwards
12/22 Mike and Sharon Minor

16

17
3:00 pm Hispanic
Ministries Christmas
Gathering

12/23 Lester and Winnie
Bradford
12/27 Mario and Donna Perez
12/31 Jim and Bev Collins

12/22 Raechel Almvig
12/25 John McGee

Bill and Bridget Perez

12/17 Loren and Sara Pirkle

4 2nd Sunday of Advent 5
COMMUNION SUNDAY
8:30 am Worship
9:00 am Hispanic Ministry
9:00 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship
11:40 am Coffee Hour
5:00 pm Potluck and
Hanging of the Greens

15
8:30 am Men's Morning
Ministry
9:30 am Quilters
2:30 pm Trustees Meeting
6:30 pm Bell Choir

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

30

